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TALENT’S NEVADA ‘GOLD RUSH’ 





Sommer Upturn Past 3 Years Marks 


Switch in Picts 


Complete switch in the seasonal 
b.o. curve is the aspect of the cur- 
rent near-Spectacular upturn in 
film biz that is drawing most re- 
action and comment from industry 
execs. This is the third summer in 
succession where grosses have 
taken a substantial rise during the 
hot-weather period. 

Broadway legiters have _ also) 
seen a heavier-than-normal hot 
weather b.o. upbeat during the 
past few weeks, although it hasn’t 
been so marked as that of pix. (See 
story in Legit Section.) Niteries 
have not experienced any change 
in the usual summer biz doldrums, 
contrary to the pattern of pic the- 
atres. 

Traditionally, of course, summer 
has been bad at the b.o., with many 
houses closing down completely to 
await the fall “season.” Biz usually 
began to pick up somewhat about 
Aug. 15 and became quite good by 
Labor Day. It continued strong 
until Thanksgiving, when the pre- 
Christmas doldrums started to set 
in. 

Christmas week, with kids out of 
school, was always marked by ex- 
ceptionally healthy grosses. They 
declined somewhat right after New 
Year's day and then began to pick 
up during the middle of the month, 
rising until the beginning of Lent. 
There was then a decline, which 

(Continued on’ page 55) 


Sponsor Seen For 
Bishop Sheen Show 


Bishop Fulton J. Sheen’s “Life 
Is Worth Living” television show 
may be commercially sponsored 
when it returns to the DuMont net- 
Work in November. Everett Crosby, 
prez of Bing Crosby Enterprises, 
has suggested to the bishop that he 
(Crosby) agent the show, with any 
profit deriving from sponsorship 
80ing into the bishop’s “Mission 

umanity” Fund, utilized to bank- 
roll Catholic, Protestant and Jew- 
ish activities, 
iva talks between Crosby and 
jm bishop are still in the tenta- 
lve stage, plan is for the show to 
~ offered to a sponsor, which 
+ wea ‘be approved by the bishop, 
4, $25,000 net time and talent 
she each week. Because of the 
oy S simple setting and the fact 

at the bishop himself does it 
Sau it’s probable that almost 
in 000 weekly. could be channeled 
; ® the fund. 4dt’s expected, of 
p* seal that the bishop would only 
an institutional-type sponsor. 
me. recalled that Philip Morris 
- € a definite offer to sponsor the 
— last season, but was turned 
~ n, despite its bid to pay a cer- 
of i each week to a charity 
off in bishop's choosing. Program, 
“ a air since late spring, returns 
le sp ttont Nov. 11, week after 
ction Day. It presumably will 
pn otted again in the 8 to 8:30 
“. period, opposite Milton Berle. 








Best B.0. ‘Season 


Boys Town to Make Tele 
Bow as CBS-TV Series 


Omaha, Aug. 26. 
Boys Town, Neb., which formed 
the basis of a top Metro film a 





number of years ago, will now be | 


seen on television. CBS-TV has 
acquired rights to do a half-hour 
weekly show based on the famed 
home for rejuvenating delinquent 
boys, and will lens a kinescope au- 
dition on the series last week in 
September, 

Present plans call for the show 


to revolve around the work being | 


done at Boys Town today. As re- 
sult, the cast of characters will not 
include the late Father Flanagan, 


who conceived and operated the | 


establishment for a number of 
years and who was played by Spen- 
cer -y in the M-G picture. 


Bands Shell Out 
Own Coin in Bid 





For Platter Hits 


With major record companies 
still proceeding cautiously in the 
field of orchs on disks, more lead- 
ers are steadily shelling out their 
own coin to wax masters on the 
gamble that some diskery will pick 
them up for distribution. Latest 
gamble to pay off is Norman 
Greene’s, who recently had six of 
his masters picked up by M-G-M 
Records. Greene, who waxed the 
six sides last year, also was wrap- 
ped up in the deal with a long- 
term M-G-M pact. 

Similar instance occurred several 
months ago when M-G-M pacted 


(Continued on page 53) 


‘Andersen,’ ‘Limelight’ 
Top Contenders For 
Royal Command Date 


Two Yank films are principal 
contenders for the annual Com- 
mand Performance in London this 
fall. They are Samuel Goldwyn’s 





“Hans Christian Andersen” (RKO) | 


$150,000 WEEKLY 
OR CAFE SHOWS 


By MARK CURTIS 


Reno, Aug. 26. 

Although Nevada’s “Broadway” 
| is scattered to the extreme three 
| corners of the state, added up it 
/now has more nightclubs booking 
|top talent than any other place on 
| earth. 

| Seventeen spots book big names. 
|Of the seven showcases in Las 
| Vegas, five book the biggest shows 
| in the business. The other two play 
|secondary but expensive shows. 
|Three more resort hotels are go- 
| ing up—the Sahara and Sands this 
| year—with star attractions sched- 
| uled. 

















| In Reno three hotels run top pro- 
| ductions. At Lake Mahoe, 30 miles 
|away, four clubs register big 
|names, while a fifth comes close. 
A few others run minor shows. At 
Elko, a cattle centre in north- 
eastern Nevada, major and minor 
acts are booked sporadically in the 
two hotels. 

It all adds up to $150,000 week- 
ly entertainment bill which in- 
cludes, besides the stars, the stand- 
ard backdrops—bands, chorus lines 
and maintenance. About 12 major 
dance bands operate in the diffi- 
cult role of dance and show dfches- 
tras, and approximately 200 girls 
find seasonal and year-round danc- 
ing jobs. 

Gambling foots the bill for the 
big show biz. Stars lure the trade 
by playing both the stage and the 
tables. As gambling’s most expen- 

(Continued on page 48) 








Legionnaires Spend 
More on Pix, Cafes 
In N.Y. Than ’46, ’37 


American Legionnaires, cur- 
rently in convention in New York, 
are spending more in film theatres, 
niteries, and restaurants tkan dur- 
ing previous N. Y. confabs in 1946 
and 1937. 

The Legion’s trend toward more 
entertainment from’ established 
spots comes partially as a result of 
their own law-and-order commit- 
tee, which has forbidden use of 
water pistols and rougher stuff. 
Again, the advancing years of the 
| World War I vets precludes the 
kind of rough-house entertainment 
| they enjoyed in their more youth- 
| ful days. 
| The AL delegates are still light 





spenders, but they do represent} 











Wish’ Show’s Title Ballad 
Helping Hypo Grosses 


For the first time in many years 
a song hit from a Broadway mu- 
sical is accounting, in part, for 
upped b.o. of the legituner., Title 
song has helped build steady gross- 
es for “Wish You Were Here.” 

Although the musical opened to a 
bad set of notices and mediocre 
grosses, fast getaway of the Harold 
Rome tune has kept the b.o. 
mounting. Eddie Fisher's etching 
for RCA Victor has topped the 
400000 sales mark. The show 
grossed $47,531 last week giving it 
estimated $12,000 operating profit. 

Original cast album, which was 
brought out by Victor several 
weeks ago, is moving fast around 
the country with hefty reorders 
|} coming in. 


McCarran Warns 


Radio, TV Scribes 
On Red Takeover 


Washington, Aug. 26. 

A small group of Communists 
and pro-Communist supporters 
|have seized control of the Radio 
| Writers Guild and may succeed in 
taking over the television writers 
as well, Sen. Pat McCarran (D., 
Nev.) asserted in a statement today 
(Tues.). 

McCarran, chairman of the Sen- 
ate Internal Security Sub-commit- 
tee, warned video to keep its house 

(Continued on page 38) 


Pulling Straws to See 
Who Gets Johnnie Ray 
First in Las Vegas 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Completion of a deal for the 
opening of Johnnie Ray at the in- 
augural show of the new Sands 
Hotel, Las Vegas, has drawn the 
ire of competing hotel operators 











obvious shutout angle. 
As a result, Hal Braudis, talent 


and Charles Chaplin's “Limelight” | quantity, which is what most | buyer for the . Thunderbird, has 


(UA). j 

Charity showing attended by the 
Royal Family is tremendously val- 
uable via publicity. As a result, 
both producers are ready to shape 
release plans around the decision 
of the group of British film person- 
alities who make the selection. 

Interest in Chaplin arises partly 
out of the fact that he is still a 
British citizen, while “HCA” would 
also be a natural because of the 
tremendous popularity in England 
of star Danny Kaye. 


amusement enterprise operators 
seek these days. Cafe operators 
|declare that Sunday (24) topped 
| their best weekend in a long time 
because of the Legionnaires. 
Majority of eateries getting 
| heavy Legion patronage are in the 
}low and moderate-priced class. 
| The hotel dining rooms are doing 
| much better than usual, and so 
| are sidestreet bars. 
| Surprisingly, all hotels haven't 
| achieved ecanaciiy occupancy. The 
(Continued on page 55) 


suggested that Ray play this resort 
on a one-night basis with all the 
inns participating on a $1,500- 
$2,000 deal. Spots would pull 
straws for their turn. 

Deal, according to Tom Rock- 
well, General Artists Corp. prexy. 
Ray’s bookers, was made by Ray. 
It’s a firm deal, he stated, and if 
the Sands opens in time, Ray is 
obligated to play it. If spot doesn’t 
open on the specified date, Rock- 
well stated, then the inn must pay 
the singer. 





in the casino city because of the | 


Claim RedsRun Radio Writers Guild; 
Lyon, Lampell Won't Answer Queries 


Washington, Aug. 26. 

Two well-known radio writers, 
Peter Lyon and Millard Lampell, 
refused, on grounds of. possible 
self-incrimination, to tell the Sen- 
ate Internal Security Subcommit- 
tee whether they were Commu- 
nists or were associated with any 
Red fronts, according to their tes- 
wimony released today (Tues.). 

Four other radio writers—Vin- 
cent W. Hartnett, Paul R. Milton, 
Ruth Adams Knight and Welbourn 
E. Kelley-—testified that a small 
Communist and _  pro-Communist 
minority have seized the Radio 
Writers Guild and that Lyon and 
Lampell are leaders of the Red 
clique. 

The four, who explained how 
they had fought the Communist 
infiltration of their union, named 
several persons as Communists and 
others as pro-Communists and fel- 
low travelers. 

They charged that: 

1. Communists are so strongly 
entrenched that they have black- 
listed anti-Communist writers and 
kept them out of some jobs. 

2. Communists have balked all 
anti-Red resolutions and those in 
support of this country’s foreign 
policy while, at the same time, 
there have been open attacks on 


anti-Communist organizations in 
meetings of the Ra Writers 
Guiid and its executive” cil. 
3. The “pro-Commun ”" after 
fighting for a Guild shop; ected 


to accepting one because it meant 
that their leaders would be on the 
(Continued on page 34) 


Tallu in Twin 
TV, Biog Bow 


Tallulah Bankhead is now sched- 
uled to make her video debut as 
star of NBC-TV’s “All Star Revue” 
Oct. 11. Miss Bankhead’s autobio- 
graphy is slated for publication the 
same week and NBC is getting to- 
gether with the publishers to 
launch a fuilscale ad-publicity cam- 
paign to ballyhoo the twin events. 


TV show will be produced and 
directed by Dee Engelbach, who 
served in the same dual capacity 
for Miss Bankhead’s “Big Show” 
on NBC radio the last two seasons. 
Format hasn't been finalized, but 
| it’s epected that Miss Bankhead 
will femcee a big-name guest line- 
up, similar to her “Big Show” 
chores, and also participate in one 





or two comedy and dramatic 
sketches. Show is to originate in 
N.Y., with Engelbach working 


closely with Sam Fuller, exec pro- 
ducer of “All Star.” 


Miss Bankhead was originally 
slated to tee off NBC's Saturday 
night comedy show Sept. 6. With 
her appearance moved up to Octo- 
ber, Dennis Day will take over 
the Sept. 6 spot, launching “All 
Star” ‘with a top-budgeted guest 
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By WALT CHRISTIE + 


Honolulu, Aug. 26. 
The key Waikiki nitery-drinkery 
spots are doing boff no-cover biz, 
thanks to heavy Navy and shipyard 


or 


payrolls and generally good con- 
ditions. 
Lau Yee Chai and South Seas 





° b ~ 
concentrate on mainland acts, ae 


do downtown Brown Derby and 
Pearl City Tavern, the other heavy 
grossers. Tavern puts on,aymédi- 


; oe oy * capably backed | tice fell om 
fied hula girl show, capa Men Yee ‘of June 46 $19.60 a month later. 


by organist Rolly Wray. 
Chai has been a consistent grosser. 
It’s a corporation operation fronk- 
ed by show-wise Fred Matsuo, ; 

Surprise click iate entry jmto 
bigtime is Ralph Yempuku’s SOuth 
Seas, about three blocks down, the 
street from the Matsuo emporium, 
with which he was associated for 
four years. Lau Yee Chai suppie- 
ments its Gung Ho cocktail 
with steady restaurant biz in sep 
rate area, while South Seas’ trade 
is about 90% drinks. Yempuku} 
scored an overnight hit by hring- 
ing in the Topnotchers, mainland. 
trio which built socko following 
via previous engagements at Lau 
Yee Chai. 

South Seas’ current show fea- ¥ 
tures comic Doodles Weaver, a] 
fugitive from Spike Jones, and 
Nob Hill Trio. Weaver has a ready 
following from previous Hula stage 
appearances and is, of course, w.k. 
to mainlanders, represented here 
largely by service personnel. — It’s 
good entertainment, although some 
of the gags get plenty blue. Many 
customers cheer and beer their 
way through all three shows. 

Weaver Hits Opposition 

Trio works enthusiastically, an 
asset that all too often seems to be 
a rarity in Hula spots, and the 
patrons get their money’s worth. 
On one of the shows caught, 
Weaver took a few potshots at “the 
competition down the street... 
what’s the name of that place?” 
Might be expected from a novice, 
but Weaver’s been around long 
enough to know better. Besides, 
it’s dangerous, competition-wise, 
for Lau Yee Chai could afford to 

(Continued on page 63) 








$150,000,000 Annual 
N.Y. Conv. Take; Hotels 
Get One-Fourth on Rooms 


Almost a quarter of every dollar 
spent by convention-attending rub- 
berneckers in New York City goes 
to hotels for rooms, according to 
Frank L. Andrews, prez of the 
Hotel New Yorker and treasurer of 
the city’s Convention & Visitors 
Bureau. 

The visitor’s dollar is split as 
follows: 24.6c for hotel rooms, 
11.9¢ in hotel restaurants; 12.7¢ in 
non-hotel restaurants; 20.7c in re- 
tail stores; 7.5c in night clubs and 
for sport events; 5.8c for theatres; 
6.6c for beverages; and 3.4c for local 
transportation. Andrews revealed 
the data on the Maggi McNellis 
tele stanza over WJZ-TV, N. Y. He 
said $150,000,000 cpmes into N. Y. 
annually in convention revenue. 

In 1953, he added, three of the 
largest convention — American 
Medical Assn., Kiwanis Interna- 
tional and Shriners — will all be 
held in Gotham. He urged the 
construction of a municipal con- 
vention hall in midtown Manhat- 
tan, saying it would double the 
$150,000,000 take. 


= 











By the Beach at Waikiki - 
They Gotta Clean Up or Dry Up 


"Wack Exchange dropped 4lic dur- 





nt Stocks 
4lc Avge. in July 


Average value of amusement 
shares listed on the New York 


ing Juw, the Exchange reported in 
its monty summary last week. 
$20.02 at the end 


Decline was in the face of an aver- 
age rise of I6c..in all issues listed 
on the exchange, closing July fig- 
ure being $42.46. 

Market xalue of all amusement 
shares listed slid from $1,204,147,- 
690 at the’end of June to $1,196,- 
914,972 at the end of July. Despite 
the deckne during the month, 
value of gnusement shares showed 





a considerable upsurge over July 
a year ago. Total value as of July 
31, 1951, was $1,106,276,771 with an | 
average price of $17.78 per share. | 


U. S. Entries Nab | 


| 
| 


Prizes ai Prelim | 
Venice Film Festivals | 


Venice, Aug. 19. | 
American entries have copped | 


several prites in the two prelim-| 


inary “minor” fetes of the Venice | 
film festival, the Art and Science | 


Documentary festival and the Fes- | 
tival of Films for Children, which | 
precede the main show here in| 
Venice. Awards for children’s 
films announced today, include a 
first in the didactic pic class to 
“Life Along the Waterways” (U.S.) 
and a special mention to “Room 
For One More” (WB) for its “posi- 
tive treatment of social problems 
regarding childhood and adoles- 
cence.” Other prizes in the va- 
rious moppet film ‘classes were 
evenly divided among other par- 
ticipants, including Norway, Great 
Britain, France, Italy, Yugoslavia, 
Denmark and Germany. 


In the Art and Science Docu- 
mentary classes, Yank participants 
garnered two prizes, two mentions, 
and had a hand in the production 
of two other firsts presented here 
by other countries. Grand prize 
winner was Luciano Emmer’s “Le- 
onardo Da Vinci,” produced in 
Italy by Documento Film, with 
U.S. distribution handled by Pic- 
ture Films. Further first prize 
winner in the art class is Jean 
Oser’s “Glory of Vermeer,” pro- 
duced by 20th-Fox and entered 
here as a British film. Other Yank 
kudos include an art class mention 
to “Witch Doctor” (Ritter Lerner 
& Unity Films); a scientific men- 
tion to “Suction Socket Artificial 
Limb” (Dept. of Agriculture) and, 
in instructional pic section, a men- 
tion to: “Visual Flight Rules” 
(Richard De Fresnes). First prize 
in the abstract class went to “Ab- 
stract in Concrete” (John Arvonio 
for Photo Magnetic Sound Studios, 
U.S.), a second prize to Norman 
McLaren's “A Phantasy” Mc- 
Laren-Canada), with a mention go- 
ing to “Polka Graph” (Ted Ne- 
meth-U.S.). Prizes for the best 
national selections were given to 
France for pix intended for the 
general public; to Great Britain 
for pix intended for specialized 
viewers. 
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Berle’s 23d Anni 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 

Milton Berle, currently 
headlining at the Chez Paree, 
figures it'll be his 23d anni- 
versary in television he’ll be 
notching when he resumes his 
NBC-TV stint for Texaco Sept. 
16. His present Windy City 
visit recalled that he did his 
first video turn here back in 
1929, when he appeared in an 
experimental closed - circuit 
telecast setup by electronic 
pioneer U.A. Sanabria. 

At that time, Berle was ap- 
pearing on the supporting bill 
at the Palace Theatre, which 
was toplined by musical 
comedy star Trixie Friganza. 
Miss Friganza also took part 
in the vidcast. 








House Group Will Resume 
Radio-TV Program Probe 
On ‘Immorality’ Charges 


Washington, Aug. 26. 


House, Commerce Committee 


will resume its inquiry into radio) 
and TV programs for offensiveness | 


and immorality, with hearings next 


month in Washington and New 
York. 
Tentative schedule announced 


yesterday by Rep. Oren Harris 


(‘D., Ark), chairman of the subcom- | 
mittee conducting the probe, calls | 


for hearings here Sept. 16-17 to re- 
ceive further testimony from the 
National Assn. of Radio-TV Broad- 


casters, and to hear witnesses from | 


ABC, Mutual and DuMont net- 
works. 


Subcommittee will then move to 


New York for sessions Sept. 23-24 | 


for testimony by NBC, CBS and 
the National Television Film Coun- 
cil. 

Final hearings will be held in 
Washington Sept. 25-26 to, hear 
witnesses from U. S. Brewers 
Foundation, American Civil Liber- 
ties Union, National Assn. of Cath- 
olic Men, National Assn. of Gag- 
writers, and FCC. A number of 
other witnesses concerned with 
radio and TV programs aiso will 
testify. 

Inquiry was authorized under a 
resolution introduced by Rep. E. C. 
Gathings (D., Ark.) which requires 
the committee to report to Con- 
gress by Jan. 1 with recommenda- 
tions for legislation “to elminate 
offensive and undesirable programs 
and to promote higher radio and 
TV standards.” 

Hearings began last June, with 
most of the testimony highly criti- 
cal of TV programs and commer- 
cials, particularly as to their effect 
on children. The industry side of 
the case was just getting started 
when sessions adjourned. 


M&L’s 2006 Potential 
For Tex. State Fair Run 


Dallas, Aug. 26. 

Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis, 
playing the State Fair Auditorium, 
Dallas, during the Texas State 
Fair, Oct. 4-19. will get $100,000 
minimum, plus a sliding percent- 
age of the gross. It’s figured that 
if receipts reach the expected 
$300,000 mark their share will be 
about $200,000 for the 24 perform- 
ances. Comedians will do a revue- 
type show, for which they're sup- 
plying seven supporting acts. 

Initial announcement of the en- 
gagemen} over the weekend here 
started an avalanche of orders, 
with $8,500 in the first priority 
mail yesterday (Mon.). One man 
sent a check for $480 to cover 100 
tickets, explaining that he intends 
to send all the employees in his 
plant to see the show. 

The predicted $300,000 gross 
total, if Martin & Lewis reach it, 
would not be a record. That is 
$320,000, set two seasons ago by 
“South Pacific,” also for 24 per- 
formances during the Fair, Last 
year, “Guys and Dolls” grossed 
ew for the 24-performance 
stint. 








. +) es . 
Brisson’s Big Brit. Bow 
London, Aug. 26. 

Carl Brisson made a solid im- 
pression in his British cabaret 
debut at the Cafe de Paris here 
Monday (25). Danish singer held 
the audience through a showmanly 
55-minute routine and was forced 
to beg off. 

Brisson is slated to remain here 
until Sept. 15. 


Bob Hope Overcomes 
Whams ’Em at Monte 


Monte Carlo, Aug. 19. 

For the first date of his present 
European tour Bob Hope confront- 
ed one of the toughest audiences 
that he’s likely to meet anywhere. 
Hope arrived in London Aug. 13 
and flew here for a one-nite stand 
at the Sporting Club. 


The aud was mostly composed of 
retired business men, playboys, 
oldfashioned nobility and _ the 
sprinkling of amusement seeking 
tourists with a “we don’t care what 
you’ve done, let’s see what you’re 
gonna do now” attitude. In addi- 
tion only about a third of the 800 
present understood English. Never- 
theless, Hope’s show, consisting of 
his usual type gags, a couple of 
song parodies and a sketch in which 
he is assisted by singer Betsy 
Duncan, was good enough to give 
the non-“anglais parlers” an indi- 
cation that there was something 
funny being said. Hope helped 
this along by his miming and 
|; clowning and saved what might 
easily have been a flop. Situations 
like this prove the advisability for 
American and English acts visiting 
the Continent to lingualize their 
| acts. 

Hope is due next in Copenhagen 
end Stockholm and then to Eng- 
land for one-nite stands before his 
London Palladium opening Sept. 
1, Hope and Bing Crosby are sked- 
ded for a London concert and ex- 
hibition golf match against Ted Ray 
and Donald Peers in mid-Septem- 
ber. Hope returns to the U. S. 
Sept. 23 for work in a new Para- 
mount film, “Girls Are Here To 
Stay.” 





| 


-35-Min. Eva Peron Film 
| A Must’ in Arg. Cinemas 


Montevideo, Aug. 21. 

| Practically all film theatres in 
| Argentina since* Aug. 16 have had 
| to include on their bills a 35-min- 
/ute documentary newsreel, titled 
“Eva Peron Immortal,” which was 
| put together by Noticiero, Panamer- 
icano, Sucesos Argentinos and Se- 
;manario Argentino (the three 
Argentine newsreel outfits), The 
| documentary was edited and put 
together by Luis Cesar Amadori, 
of Argentina Sono Film studios, in 
collaboration with Press Secretary 
Raul Apold and Panamericano’s 
Adolfo Rossi. Fifteen camera crews 
were used to lens the various fu- 
neral processions. 

Apart from the actual funeral 
sequences, the biopic includes shots 
of the crowds lined up during the 
16-day lying-in state, others show- 
ing scenes before the bier and all 
the panoply of mourning which has 
been the salient feature of Argen- 
tine life since Eva Peron’s passing 
at 8:25 p.m. July 26. Hands of the 
clock on the tower of the Labour 
Ministry, where Eva Peron did 
most of her work, and where her 
casket lay in state for 16 days, have 
been stopped at 8:25. Besides show- 
ing the various impressive funeral 
processions, the documentary in- 
cludes considerable biographical 
footage depicting Eva Peron in ac- 
tion at different stages of her of- 
ficial life. 








3-Reel ‘Eva Peron’ 

Exclusive deal for the distribu- 
tion of “The Eva Peron Story,” a 
three-reeler reviewing the life of 
the wife of Argentina’s president, 
has been set by R. M. Savini, prexy 
of Astor Pictures, with Juan A. 
Brais of Argentina. 

Beginning with her early days 
as an actress, the pic presents 
events leading up to her idoliza- 
tion by the masses, and finally her 
illness and death. Highlight is the 
i coverage of her fun- 
eral. 





Pons, Kosty Set for ’53 


Coronation Week Dates 


Lily Pons and husband Andre 
| Kostelanetz are set for some over- 
seas dates for next spring, imme- 
| diately following the diva’s Met 





don for Coronation Week in June, 
where Kosty will guest-conduct the 
Royal Philharmonic, while Miss 
Pons will appear elsewhere in re- 
cital and in opera. 

Then the singer will be off to 
Milan, for her first appearance in 
|Many years with the LaScala 
Opera Co., while Kosty takes off 
for batoning engagements in South 
Africa and Israel. 





| Opera season. Duo will be in Lon- | 


Venice Having 
Boom Tourism 


‘ Venice, A 
With the Italian tourist “arn 


now in full swing and assumi 

boom Proportions, casual visitors 
are finding it increasingly harq i. 
book .a bed or couch, or even : 
find tenting space in the ion 


ason 





j er . Various 
| Canvas cities which form a modest 
beginning last year have this year 
mushroomed on the outskirts of 


Venice and on the Lido 
, Venice Is running well ahead of 
its nearest rival, Florenc. 
,race for tourist honors 

| (Rome is considered an outsider 
doesn’t count as strictly tourist 
city, though obviously outdistanc. 
ing all.) According to loca] tourist 
, bureau figures, approximately 126, 
more visitors are expected to see 
the sights in the gondola city this 
| year than last year, which, in turn 
| was amply ahead of 1950 in Venice 
| tourist attendance, despite the 
Year incentive. 

From January through July this 
year a total of over 344,000 tourists 
had registered in Venice hoiels. 
staying an average of 2% days 
and spending an estimated $14 per 
day per person. Average expendie 
ture is hiked considerably by the 
high-spending element frequenting 
| the deluxe hostelries, such as the 
| Excelsior-Lido, the Danieli in town, 
etc. But it’s a fact that this year’s 
|average tourist is watching his 
pocketbook more careful'y than in 
other years. 

Lido’s Careful Spenders 

Evening activities are centered 
on the Lido, where a long avenue 
filled with al fresco spots caters 
mainly to the careful spender who 
likes to stretch his glass of beer 
over a couple of hours’ dancing. 
The class trade is handled on the 
opposite end of the island, where 
the Excelsior Hotel, the gambling 
casino and the film palace are cen- 


» In the 
in Itaiy, 


Holy 


tered. During its run, the Film 
Festival gathers a large iollowing 
of oglers who come nightly to 


glimpse stars, etc., plus a capacily 
share of ticket-buyers (for both the 
,palace itself and the next-door 
opener-airer, which shows same 
shows at pop prices), whose a le- 
giance is divided between sincere 
pic interest and snob appeal. Cou- 
turieres work overtime to feed 
femme element at the fete, consid- 
ered one of top spots in July to 
show off that new gown. At the 
gambling casino, two nightclubs 
run through most of the summer 
season. One features Bruno, one 
‘of better Italo dance bands, with 
| the other running a floor show be- 
|sides the band. Currently on twice 
| nightly are Federico Rey and Pilar 
Gomez, Catherine Essex, Menya 
'Maya, and the Busketeers. Min!- 
mum varies between $1 and $1.50, 
depending on nights, but few get 
away with the base price. Mau- 
| rice Chevalier is booked for single 
show here Aug. 25, with tab raised 
to $5 minimum for occasion. 
Show biz center during film fete 
is the Excelsior® lobby, which acts 
as showcase for*talent, young and 
old; producers, directors, distribs, 
‘ete. At one time or other during 
the fete’s three-week run, most 
‘Ttalian filmites grab the occasion to 
, drop in at least once. The foreign 
‘crowd is also well repped. Cur- 
rently seen are Orson Welles. Mare 
| Lawrence, Gene Van Dee, Antonio 
| Vilar, Mexicans Emilio Farnancet, 
'Arturo DeCordoba. Gabriel ~ 
|gueroa, Roberto Gavaldon, Pi 
‘host of starlets. Expected: ot 
Romero, Erro) Flynn, William y 
‘ler, Gregory Peck, Ingrid Beremats 
Joan Fontaine, Claudette Colbe 


‘JOSE FERRER 10 PLAY 
“MATADOR’ FOR HUST 


| London, Aug. 26. 





| Jose Ferrer has inked a dea! a 
John Huston to play the eo re 


the latter’s production of 
dor.” Adaptation of Barnaby “ee 
‘rad’s bestselling novel will be ne 
dependently produced and dire é 
by Huston in Seville next spr? P 

Ferrer is starring in sg 
Rouge” for Huston _ currently. re, 
teriors are now being ee ain 
following exterior shooting the ate 
ly in Paris. Actor brought for. 
tention of Huston to “Mata¢ U 

Conrad, former matador — “a 
consul ‘n Seville, will ote be ade 
screenplay and act as technicé mide 
viser. He goes to London "Ferret 
September for confabs with Fer! 
and Huston. 
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GOVT. SHAKY ON 16M-TV SUIT? 


RKO Bids for Pix-TV Fight Combo: 
UA-TNT, Brandt Also Seek Right 


RKO and United Artists entered+ 


cture this week as bidders 
film and theatre television 
for the Joe Walcott-Rocky 
Marciano fight in Philly Sept. 23. 
While RKO is seeking all the 
rights on its own, UA is taking 
art in the bidding in conjunction 
with Nate Halpern’s Theatre Net- 
work Television outfit. Meanwhile, 
Harry Brandt’s bid of last week is 
still being considered by the In- 
ternational Boxing Club, promotor 
of the bout. 

RKO is set to go for a big chunk 
of coin as an advance, but is re- 
luctant to shell out as much as 
Ned Irish, exec v.p. of Madison 
Square Garden, is asking. If RKO 
succeeds in snaring the rights, it 
does not propose to transmit the 
fight to theatres. It will merely 
license exhibs and turn over the 
physical servicing.to Halpern. All | 
rights will be RKO’s. 

Justifying RKO’s ability to| 
handle the combined film and video | 
distribution of the bout, a company 
exec declared: “‘We’re distributors 
of entertainment, primarily of film 
entertainment. The only difference 
in handling the television end is 
that it comes in on a cable instead 


(Continued on page 17) 


Limited NPA Ease On 
Amus. Bldg. Due in April; 
Seen as Aid to Ozoners, 


Washington, Aug. 26. | 

Formal order. lifting the ban on 
amusement construction on a lim- 
ited basis will be issued by the 
National Production Authority in 
the next few days, it was indicated 
here today (Tues.). Effective April 
1, 1953, the entertainment indus- 
try will be granted the same type 
of limited freedom regarding build- 
ing projects as is now allowed other 
industries, 

Announcement is being made 
early so that interested groups can 
begin making plans. Lifting of the 
ban is seen as specifically hypoing | 
drive-in construction. 
Specifies that any business in the | 
entertainment industry may self- | 
authorize any construction which | 
involves not more than five tons of | 
carbon steel, of which two tons | 
Shall be structural steel, and not | 
more than 500 pounds of copper | 
and 300 pounds of aluminum. 

_ Despite these qualifications, the 
lid is off to the extent that no per- | 
mission is necessary from the NPA | 
if the building project follows the | 
materials limit. Ozoners require 
little metal and can easily get by | 
on the NPA limitations, while the | 
Construction of conventional the- | 
atres requires more metal than al- 
lowed by the Government agency. 

Construction Advisory Commit- | 
tee of NPA is set to meet again 
Oct. 29 to reappraise the situation, | 
and if it decides that there is 
fnough material for the amuse- 
ment industry to go ahead, it may 
determine to lift the ban sooner, 


906 REFURBISHING OF 
THEATRE FOR CINERAMA 


A $50,000 refurbishing job is| 
underway at the Broadway Thea- 
_ N. Y., to prepare the house 
or the unveiling of Cinerama, tri- 
timensional-effect film process. 
S expected theatre will be ready 
Phen September for the preem 

Cinerama’s initial effort. Cine- 
Tama Productions, production and 
exhibition unit of the process, ex- 
Pects to announce the exact open- 
ng day Friday (29). 
sin liam Lescaze, theatrical de- | 
eggs and architect, is supervis- 
wd heap changeover job. Entire | 
- “of the theatre is being al- 
red, Since the showing of a Cine- | 
4 requires a special wall-to- | 
a, floor-to-ceiling screen. Proc- 
Ss also requires the installation | 
‘Pecial projection booths. 
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rights 
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Too He-Mahish? 


Hollywood, Aug. 26 

A suggestion of hair on a 
male chest is okay with the 
Johnston Office, but more than 
that is tabu, Jeff Chandler ex- 
plained on the air here last 
week. In a transcribed inter- 
view with ABC commentator 
Bill Tusher, the actor said he 
had to shave his chest at: the 
Johnston Office’s behest for 
his role in Universal’s ‘“‘Yan- 
kee Buccaneer.” 

“I suppose if there were 
just a suggestion of hair,” he 
commented, “it would be okay. 
But in this case there was 
quite a lot of it.” 


TOA Convention 


Eyes Starr As 
Possible Prez 


The usual pre-convention specu- 
lation on election of a new presi- 








dent is underway in advance of | 


Theatre Owners of America’s na- 


tional conclave in Washington 
Sept. 14-18. There’s much senti- 
ment favoring Alfred Starr, of 


Nashville, circuit op, as successor 
to Mitchell Wolfson. 

Wolfson would get a quick vote 
on reelection if he cose to run, it’s 
indicated in exhib circles. 
likelihood is that he’ll nix the job 
because of his own business enter- 
prises and the time they require. 
In addition to operating a circuit 


‘in Florida and a TV station in Mi- 


ami, he’s now working on Federal 
Communications Commission ap- 
plications for new TV stations. 
Starr, at last year’s TOA meet, 
is said to have impressed fellow 
TOA-ers with his Keynote address 
and work on the theatre outfit’s 
distribution relations committee. 
Whether he could make himself 
available for the job this time is 
not known. 


LATIN-AM. TOUR FOR 





JOHNSTON ON POINT 4 


Eric Johnston has_ tentatively 
scheduled a swing through Latin 
America for late October and the 
month of November. It would pri- 
marily be in his capacity as chair- 
man of the advisory board on 
Point Four, rather than as prez of 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica. 

However, it is expected that 
Johnston would use the opportuni- 
ty to go into the two prime film 
problems in South America— 
Brazil and Argentina. Both are 
posing currency and import prob- 
lems. 

Johnston’s tentative plans call 
for taking one MPAA staffer with 
him, possibly Griffith Johnson of 
the Washington office. Rest of the 
party will be made up of Point 
Four people. 





Reagan Retiring as SAG 
Prez After Five Years 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Ronald Reagan, Screen Actors 
Guild prexy for last five years, 
longer than any other person in 
Guild’s 19-year history, retires as 
president 
continue as member of the board 


'of directors and executive commit- 
} 


tee. 
Walter Pidgeon, first veepee, has 


First film to be presented will | been nominated for the presidency | to take eighth place. “Jumpigg 
This Is Cinerama,” a docu- | by the nominating committee for | Jacks” (Par), which has 


the annual election in October, 


But the | 


in November but will | 


Department of Justice has all but 
acknowledged that it’s on 
ground with its 16m antitrust suit 
against the film companies. Letter 
|by Acting Assistant Attorney Gen- 
eral Newell A. Clapp to The New 
York Times last week was inter- 
preted as an effort by the Depart- 
ment to justify its position. 
Portion of the suit which com- 
plains of conspiracy is more or 
less normal in an action of the type 
and can be considered on its mer- 
its, say trade observers. But they 
insist that the D. of J. aim of com- 
|pelling a producer to sell product 





| to an unfavorable market violates | 


|the principles of the free enter- 
|prise system. It’s concerning this 
| part of the suit that the Depart- 
ment has uncertain legal footing, 
| say industryites. 
| D. of J. has been the target of 
| hostile editorials in papers across 
|the country since its complaint 
was filed. N.Y. Times was one of 
the first to come to the side of the 
film industry, stating it was “un- 
derstandable” that producer-dis- 
tribs should nix pix to TV rather 
than risk their theatre income 
Times last Wednesday (20) re- 
printed Clapp’s letter, which ran 
nearly a full column. Gist of it 
was that the suit attacks an al- 
(Continued on page 15) 


New ‘Gold Rush’: 
The Drive-Ins 


Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 
Painting a picture of large re- 
| turns on small investments and five 
|or less months of “easy work” and 
|“soft pickings” that'll finance win- 
|ters of ease and luxury in Florida 
| or California, certain outdoor thea- 
| tre supply and construction firms 








| have many of the territory's “little | 


| fellows” in a dither. 

As a result, the “gold rush,” tak- 
ing the form of a mad, scramble to 
|}enter the drive-in theatre field, is 
/on throughout the territory. The 
fire is being fed by wildly exag- 
| gerated reports of ozoner earnings. 
|And though past experience has 
shown that most ozoners have 


rough going unless located in more | 


or less populous communities, one 
(Continued on page 17) 
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Film industry execs believe the | 


shaky | 





| Selena’s Legion Benefit 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Selena Royle, who's been fight- 


ing for months to track down re-| 


ports that the American Legion 
|listed her among filmites whose 
|loyalty was questioned, okayed a 
| benefit performance of “Yes, My 
| Darling Daughter,” in which she’s 
|starring at Laguna (Cal.) Summer 
; Theatre. Benefit Wednesday aft- 
|ernoon (27) marks the first matinee 
| in the silo’s history. 

Proceeds from the performance, 
for which Miss Royle is donating 
her services, go to the American 
Legion Hospital Fund. 





‘Arnall Exits OPS 
Post in Time For 


Anglo-US. Talks 


Washington, Aug. 26. 
Ellis G. Arnall succeeded to- 
|day (Tues.) in shaking free 


lfrom his post as director of the 
Office of Price Stabilization in 
time to participate in the Anglo- 
U. S. film negotiations scheduli@ 
to start in Washington Sept. 8.'pn 
The former Georgia governor 
has had his resignation before the 
President for weeks, but its accep- 
tance has been repeatedly pushed 
off. He saw Mr. Truman today in 
}a successful effort to wind up this 
; week. 
| Arnall is now on leave as presi 
| dent of the Society of Independent 
| Motion Picture Producers. He said 





|he would reassume that post fol- 
|lowing his release from Govern- 
ment service, but that it would 


| be only on a part-time basis. That 
(Continued on page 20) 





Dait to Europe in Sept. 


Alfred E. Daff, Universal's 
global sales chief, who returned to 
the homeoffice last weekend from 
Coast policy confabs, will take off 
on a two-week European inspec- 
tion trip early next month. 

Meanwhile, Charles Feldman, 
| U’s domestic sales topper, is visit- 
ing the company’s regional offices. 





National Boxoffice Survey 


‘Biz Continues Very Big; ‘In Arms’ New Champ, 


New, strong product and milder | 


weather are continuing this week 
to hypo the boxoffice at first-run 
theatres covered by Variety. The 
older favorites are being joined by 


‘Fear’ Close Second, ‘Affair’ Third, ‘Glory’ Fourth 


iy a 


be ninth while rreatest Show,” 
from the same distrib, will round 
out the Big 10 list Last-named 


now is on pop-scale dates. 


several fresh entries which prom- | 


ise to keep biz at a high level with 
launehing of the fall season. Many 
eastern-and some midwestern keys 
were favored by fall-like tempera- 
tures part of the week. 

“World in His Arms” (U) is new 
champ in key cities, with some 10 
playdates. Strong showing is be-! 
ing made despite fact that the 
Gregory Peck starrer is playing | 
holdover or moveover in many lo-| 
| cations. “Sudden Fear’ (RKO) is 
only a step behind in second posi- 
tion although it’s in its first stanza 
/out on general release. “Affair in 
| Trinidad” (Col), which was _ first 
last session, is a strong third 

“What Price Glory” (20th) is 
stepping out on its initial round 
to capture fourth spot while “Don’t 
Bother To Knock,” also from 20th- 
Fox, is winding up fifth as com- 
|pared with seventh place a week 
ago. 

“Where's Charley” (WB) is tak 
ing sixth money, with “Big Sky’’} 
| (RKO) seventh. “High Noon” (UA), | 
{which has been high in ratings 
for many weeks, still is big enough 


played 
most of its big first-run dates, will 


| 


| Cleveland 


| even 


“Carrie” (Par), “Diplomatic 


Courier” (20th) and “Island of De- | 


sire’ (UA) are the 
in that sequence. 
“Quiet Man” (Rep) shapes up as 


one of the potentially big grossers 


runnerup pix 


| based on terrific initial week being 


turned in at N. Y. Capitol. “Miracle 
of Our Lady of Fatima” (WB) also 
looms as a strong entry predicated 
on its first round in two N. Y. 
houses. “Merry Widow” (M-G), also 


1. OF J. SEEKST (Fi Industry Escapes Red Airing 


JUSTIFY STAN) At Legion Powwow; Co-op Paying Off 


+ Film 
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industry's painstaking in- 
doctrination of American Legion 
| officials to the steps it has taken 
{to clear Communists out of Holly- 


| wood apparently paid off this 
week. All discussion of un-Ameri-> 
can activities: in the film capital 


|were deftly shunted into commit- 
tee. Pic industry thus escaped a 
damaging, headline-making airing 
on the floor of charges of Red sym- 
pathy, 

State groups at the Legion con- 
vention which opened in New 
York on Monday (25) introduced 
five resolutions touching directly 
on the film biz and three others 
| which have industry implications. 
| All were given the go-by on the 
floor when brought up Monday by 
James F. Daniel, Jr., of South 
Carolina, chairman of the Ameri- 
canism committee. 

Daniel recommended that the 
five film resolutions be referred 
to the Standing Commission on 
Americanism, and the cdénvention 
adopted the suggestion without de- 
bate. There is no further time al- 
lotted on the program of the con- 
vention, which closes tomorrow 
(Thurs.), for further discussion of 
the issués, so it could only be by 
some highly unusual occurrence 
that un-American activities in 
Hollywood could come to the con- 
vention floor. 

Legion still holds over the in- 
dustry’s head, however, the threat 





of unpleasant publicity growing 
out of its interest in alleged Holly- 
» (Continued on page 15) 





Pickford’s Ist Film 
In 20 Years Starts 
Oct. 1 for Kramer 


An Oct. 1 starting date has been 
set by Stanley Kramer for Mary 
Pickford’s first starrer in almost 
|20 years. Originally labeled “The 
| Library,” pic has been retagged 
“Circle of Fire.” 

Producer revealed the starting 
date and title switch in New York 
last week on his way back to the 
Coast from a six-week tour abroad 

(Continued on page 17) 
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new, looks fine in Buffalo, great in | 


L.A. and brisk in Pitt. “Les Miser- 
ables” (20th) looks big in Buffalo, 
fine on second N.Y. week. 

“One Minute To Zero” (RKO) is 
rated fair in Toronto, sock in 
and mild in Denver. 
For You” (Par) is good in 
Philly while Par’s “Caribbean” 
looms sturdy in Buffalo. “Son of 
Paleface” (Par) continues lusty in 
Chi and is nice on its L.A. preem. 

“Washington Story” (M-G), un- 


“Just 


in Philly where accompanying 
stageshow was headed by Martin & 
Lewis. “Ivory Hunter” (U), solid in 


| Omaha, turned in a new high at 
| bandbox Trans-Lux 52d St. in N.Y. 
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UA Awai 


Final Film Council Action 


Before Deciding on Red-Tainted Pic 





United Artists said yesterday + 
(Tues.) it had not yet determined 
what action it would take regard- 
ing its contract to release “En- 
counter,” Paul Muni starrer made 
in Italy. Roy M. Brewer, Coast 
rep of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees, charg- 
ed Monday (25) that the film was 
produced by persons identified 
with Communism and threatened | 
to call on IATSE projectionists to | 
refuse to show it. 

UA said that all it knew of the} 
action by the Hollywood American 
Federation of Labor Film Council | 
was what it had read in the news- | 
papers. Its decision on whether it) 
will release the pic will await for- | 
mal word from the Council. 

According to word from Holly- | 
wood, the Council will ask UA not | 
to distribute “Encounter” and ex- | 
hibs not to play it. “If both of! 
these methods fail,” Council stat- | 
ed, “we shall then institute meas- 
ures to call upon our fellow union- | 
ists in the projection rooms of 
American theatres not to show it.” | 

Statement was contained in a/| 
letter to the House Un-American | 





Schary’s Red-Expose Pic 
Readied for Oct. Release 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Dore Schary expects to wind 
“The Hoaxers,” factual, document- 
ed 50-minute expose of Commu- 
nism 
three weeks for October release. 


{Herman Hoffman, who turned out 


“The MGM Story” last year for 
Schary, scripted and acted as as- 
sociate producer on the film, which 
a number of top Metro stars will 
narrate. 

Reelage, gleaned from Govern- 
ment archives, libraries .of differ- 
ent newsreels, starts with the Rus- 
sian viewpoint toward the U. S. in 
1917, time of revolution, and 
comes up te date. Metro plans 
regular film release. 

Pic stems from Communism-ex- 
pose idea sold to the studio more 
than a year ago by Victor Lasky 
and William Hebert under the 
title “Big Lie.” Lasky expanded 
on the idea, which later was taken 
over by Allen Rivkin. 


in America, within two or)! 


Activities Committee. It asked the 
initiation of legislation at once to 
ban importation and showing in 
this country of films made abroad 
by persons identified as “holding 
membership in or loyalty to the 
Communist party.” 
‘Should Be Govt. Job’ 


Letter, signed by Brewer, chair- 
man of the Film Council, declared 
such policing should be work of the 
Government and not individual 
citizens. It also pointed out that 
Hollywood is well aware of the 
danger of Communism, and as a 
result of the crackdown many per- 
sons believed to be subversive had 
gone abroad 


Brewer added thats 
the showing of pix made by ther ™ 





$962,493 Profit 
For 20th-Fox In 
Ist 6 Mos. of °52 


Twentieth-Fox earnings for the 
first six months of the current year 
looked plenty upbeat in view of the 
poor first quarter but the profit 
B, fell short of what had been 

dicted by prexy Spyros P. 


| 
} 
j 
; 





was also unfair in depriving wor] 42 ouras a few months ago. 


(Continued on page 6) 


Cal. Exhibitor Scorns 
Film Council, to Make 
Pic With ‘Unfriendly 9’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Simon Lazarus, Monrovia _ the- 
atreowner, said here today ‘Tues.) 
that he was going ahead with plans 
to produce a pic in Hollywood 
utilizing the services of the “Un- 
friendly Nine.” Latter is the group 
that went to jail rather than dis- 
close its political affiliations in 
testimony before the House Un- 
American Activities Committee in 
1947. 


It was Lazarus’ request to the 
Hollywood American Federation of 
Labor Film Council for ‘“‘coopera- 
tion” that led to a letter yesterday 
from the Council to the House com- 
mittee asking legislation to ban pix 
made abroad by alleged former 
Hollywood Communists or sympa- 
thizers. . 

Lazarus’ request for “coopera- 
tion” was nixed. He then advised 
the Council that he would shoot 
abroad if he couldn't get coopera- 
tion here. Now, however, he says 
he'll go ahead in Hollywood in any 
case, althoughehe hasn't a start- 





ing date, story, studio space or per- | 


sonnel. 

The exhib declined to name 
those of the “Nine” he planned to 
use, but said he had formed a cor- 
poration to make the pix on an 
indie basis. 


Decide Whether ‘Kiss’ 
Can Be Released to TV 


Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 

Whether “A Kiss For Corliss” 
can be released for television will 
be determined Thursday (28) by 
Benno M. Brink, referee in bank- 
ruptcy. “Corliss” is one of the four 
films involved in the legal affairs 
of the Nassour Bros. The others 
are “Cover Up,” “Without Honor” 
and “Don't Trust Your Husband.” 
Brink approved the sale of the 
four pix to television several 
months ago, but later the James 
L. Saphier Agency tried to block 





the televising of “Corliss” on the 
ground that it owns TV rights un- 
Ger a deal with F. Hugh Herbert, 


its author 


halted the Saphier action, and now 
the fate of “Corliss” js up to Brink. 


. A Federal Court ruling | 


Statement issued last Thursday 
(22) disclosed that 20th’s net for 
the half year amounted to $962,493, 
equal to 35¢ per common share. 
At the eompany’s_ stockholders 
|meeting in New York May 21, 
| Skouras forecast a profit of $1,200,- 
000, or 43c per share of common, 
for the period. He made it clear 
though that crystal-balling future 
earnings with any degree of ac- 
curacy is pretty tough. 

The new six-month net compared 
with $1,071,113, or 30c per common 
Share, for the first half of 1951. 
Although the net was higher, pre- 
ferred stock divvy requirements 
caused the lower amount in per- 
share earnings. 

Earnings for the second quarter 
of °52 soared to $928,492, or 34c 
per share, compared with a profit 
of $196,337, or 3c per share, for the 
second quarter of '51. Twentieth’s 
net for the first quarter of this year 
was a slim $34,001, equal to le per 
share. Commenting on this at the 
stockholders session, Skouras said 
the quarter was the worst on the 
books since he has been president. 

Rentals for the entire 26 weeks 
climbed to $43,998,793, as against 
| $42,566,350 for the first half of ’51. 
| Theatre receipts dipped to $27,- 
| 614,580, down from $28,741,913 in 
| the first 26 weeks of last year. 








20th Defers Divvy Action 

Because the corporation’s di- 
| vorcement is due on Sept. 27, 20th- 
Fox board of directors has post- 
poned dividend action until Sept. 
29. Management of the film com- 
} pany at that time will recommend 
| to the board a payment of 25¢ per 
share of common stock for the 
third quarter to be made the latter 
part of October. 

| It's expected that the directorate 
of the new theatre company also 
| will meet Sept. 29 to consider divvy 
| acton, National Theatres’ funded 
| debt agreements restrict dividends 
to a maximum of 50% of the net 
earnings of the previous year. Ac- 
| cordingly, the theatre company will 
| be limited in 1952 to dividends of 
/a maximum of about $1,150,000, of 
| which $500,000 already has been 
declared and paid up to the parent 
corporation. 





Darnell in Italo Pic 


| Linda Darnell has been pacted by 
Italian producer Giuseppe Amato 
|for a film to be made in Italy. Pic, 
as yet untitled, will go before the 
|cameras in Rome later this year. 
Screenplay has been written by 
Cesare Zavattini, writer of “The 
\Bicycle Thief” and “Shoeshine.” 





| 


| 





| 
| 


2 Indies Clash On 
TV Rights to Film 
Couple of indie outfits clashed 
this week over television licensing 
rights to “Jungle Fury,” which was 
produced by Sigmund Neufield. 
Chemical Bank & Trust Co. ob- 
tained the film via mortgage fore- 
closure, and Television Exploita- 
tions, Inc., picked up the TV rights, 
according to the latter, 
However, Regent Pictures has 
been negotiating sale of the TV 
rights to telecasters. As a conse- 
quence, Television Exploitations 
filed suit in New York Supreme 
Court seeking an injunction and 
an accounting of any monies ob- 
tained by Regents for the pic. 
Hearing is set for Sept. 10. 





PAVES WAY FOR 


FALL APPROVAL 
OF ABC, UPT 


Washington, Aug. 26. 

As anticipated, examiner Leo 
Résnick closed the record last week 
on the six months old Federal Com- 
munications Commission - Para- 
mount package hearings, paving 
the way for late autumn approval 
of the merger of American Broad- 
casting Co. and United Paramount 
Theatres, and license renewal of 
Paramount Pictures’ video station 
in Los Angeles, KTLA. 

Termination of the hearings 
should also result in a solution of 
the thorny Par-DuMont control 
question, on which testimony was 
heard when the proceedings began 
last January. 

The hearings were brought to a 
conclusion when Resnick turned 
down a request by Commission 
counsel Frederick Ford to resume 
sessions in two months for testi- 
mony on, current antitrust actions 
against Par. Ford wanted time to 
gather evidence on the Milgrim 
drive-in suit, the National Screen 
Service case and monopoly charges 
against Madison Square Garden, 
which indirectly involves Par 
through interlocking directors. 

Resnick denied the request in 
compliance with a directive from 
the Commission to wind up the 
hearings as soon as possible. The 
Commission had previously ruled 
out antitrust testimony based on 
activities prior to 1948 and, while 
leaving it to Resnick’s discretion 
to keep the record open for evi- 
dence on recent antitrust matters, 
called for a “speedy determination” 
of the proceedings. 

With the closing of the record, 


|} as of Aug. 20, lawyers for parties 





to’ the proceeding were given 30 
days to submit proposed findings 
on the merger and Par license re- 
newal issues, and 20 days on the 
Par-DuMont control question. 


Lesser’s New HQ 
Sports 400-Seat House 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Sol Lesser is concentrating his 
film business activities, both 
foreign and domestic, in a new 
spot here recently purchased from 
Charles Boyer. In addition to 
offices, the building will contain 
a 400-seat theatre for the screen- 
ing of art pictures. 

New headquarters will accom- 
modate all of Lesser’s organiza- 
tion and affiliated companies, . in- 
cluding Thalia Productions, Odys- 
sey Productions, Jungle Adventure 
Films, Sequoia Productions, Real 
Adventure Films, Principal Pic- 
tures, Art Films International of 
Stockholm and Western Hemi- 
sphere Holding Corp. Barney 
Briskin, his general manager, will 
remain on the RKO-Pathe lot to 
handle Lesser productions, 








Europe to N. Y. 
Bert Block 
Kay Harrison 
Herbert Kalmus 
Edythe Latham 
Fritz Mahler 
Sydell Robbins 
Nicola Rossi-Lemeni 
Dorothy Sarnoff 
Menasha Skulnik 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Mort Blumenstock 
Michael O'Shea 
Billy Reed 

Peter M. Robeck 
Harold Rome 





ACLU Asks Chicago Mayor to Lift 


Police Ban on ‘Miracle, ‘Latuke 





Fitzgibbons Buys 1st 
Foreign Telemeter Rights 


Toronto, Aug. 26. 


First foreign-rights franchise of 
International Telemeter Corp., in- 
cluding exclusive manufacture and 
distribution of equipment in 
Canada, has been personally 
bought by J. J. Fitzgibbons, presi- 
dent and managing director of 
Famous Players (Canadian), con- 
trolling some 620 houses across the 
Dominion. 


Jean A. Pouliot, son of A. Pou- 
liot, dean of the faculty of sci- 
ence, Laval U., Montreal, will head 
Fitzgibbons’ new venture. 


Since 1949, Pouliot has been 
chief of the Canadian Navy’s elec- 
trical laboratories in Otiawa. 


N.Y. Indies Go 


On With Plans 
For Bingo, Ete. 


Despite opposition of the city’s 
License Department and organized 
exhib associations, a group of un- 
affiliated theatreowners in the 
Greater New Y6rk area are pro- 
ceeding with plans to launch a 
drive for the revival of Bingo, 
Banko, Screeno and other ccin 
giveaways. Exhibs, mainly ops of 
small-seater nabe houses, are set 
to meet after Labor Day to out- 
line strategy and weigh the legal 
angles. 

Leaders of the movement, con- 
tinuing their request for anonymity 
until the legalities are settled, said 
an attorney would be hired by the 
group. 

Meanwhile, support for the re- 
turn of the games came from thé 
two New York projectionists 
unions. Local 306, International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ee. with more than 2,000 mem- 
ers, gave tacit if not wholehearted 
approval. Union’s prexy,‘ Herman 
Gelber, noted, however, that his 
outfit would prefer other b.o. 
lures. He indicated that better pic- 
tures and technical advances, such 
as tri-dimensional films and big- 
screen video, would provide more 
lasting b.o. attractions. 

Staunch support for the move- 
ment came from the Independent 
Motion Picture Machine operators, 
an unaffiliated outfit repping about 
250 boothmen. 


WB’s 25c Divvy 


Dividend of 25¢ per share was 
declared payable by Warner Bros. 
at a New York meeting of the 
board of directors Monday (25). 

Coin is payable Oct. 4, 1952, to 
common stock holders of record 
Sept. 5, 1952. 


L. A. to N. ¥. 


John Barrymore, Jr. 
William Bendix 
Richard Boone 
Leslie Caron 
Sam Colt 

Arlene Dahil 

Dee Engelbach 
James Flavin 
George Foster 
Gale Gordon 
Virginia Gordon 
Ward Green 
Abner J. Greshler 
Cedric Hardwicke 
Bill Hayes 

Dody Heath 
Jean Hersholt 
Ted Howard 
Hiller Innes 

Lou Irwin 
Arthur Klein 
Paul Kohner 
John Kriza 

Jesse L. Lasky 
Mary McCall, Jr. 
Horace McCoy 
Marilyn Monroe 
Wayne Morris 
Patricia Neal 
Martha Raye 
Jack Shaindlin 
Spyros Skouras 
Frank Stempel 
William Thomas 
Lupita Tovar 
Don Vanni 














Hal Wallis 


Chicago, A 
Mayor Martin H. Kenneliy’ is 


weighing requests of the f 

Civil Liberties Union ‘oe ae 
police censcrship ban on two ie 
tures. Pix involved are “The * 
acle,” fii. involved in a success. 
ful Supreme Court decision rs 
“Latuko,” African documentar 
which was nixed on the ground of 
“nudity and cruelty to animals”. 

Chicago police first banned “The 
Miracle” last year—prior to the 
high court ruling—on the ground 
that it “features immorality” and 
“exposes a religion to ridicule” 
Police censor board stood by its 
decision recently when it received 
a new application for a license to 
show the picture. 

ACLU has indicated that if the 
mayor turns down its request on 
“The Miracle,” it plans to exhibit 
the pic in a theatre so that an ar- 
rest will follow, leading to a court 
test. As yet the outfit hasn't set 
any strategy on “Latuko,” first 
awaiting the mayor’s decision. 

Reason for the intended action 
on “The Miracle” is that ACLU 
had planned an earlier showing of 
the film but abandoned the plan 
when theatreowner Elmer Balaban 
was threatened with the loss of 
his license if the screening were 
held. ACLU, acting as distributor 
in Chicago for Joseph Burstyn, 
owner of the U. S. release rights, 
countered with a private showing 
at the Unitarian Church here. Five 
screenings were held for invited 
organizational leaders, clergymen, 
attorneys, judges and other come 
munity officials. Edward H. Mey- 
erding, executive director of the 
ACLU, reported that an over- 
whelming majority voted for pub- 
lic exhibition of the film and 

(Continued on page 20) 


Pix to File Answer 
This Week to Ohio’s 
Brief on Censorship 


Toledo, Aug. 26. 

Film industry’s answer to the 
brief filed last week by the At- 
torney General of Ohio upholding 
the state’s right to censor news- 
reels will be filed here Friday (29) 
in Municipal Court, where the 
case of Martin G. Smith, exhib who 





showed an uncensored newsreel, 
is being heard. ; ; 
State’s brief, running eight 


pages, declared that newsreels and 
motion pictures by their nature 
present different problems as re 
gards censorship than do news 
papers, magazines and periodi- 
cals. Brief, signed by John J. 
McCarthy and Louis R. Young, 
Toledo’s director and assistant di- 
rector of law (city prosecutor), 
(Continued on page 22) 





N. Y. to Europe 


Marian Anderson 
Claudio Arrau 
Catherine Ayers 
John Barrymore, Jr. 
Lawrence Bland 
Robert Breen 
Georgia Burke 
Cab Calloway 
Helen Colbert 
Hal Cooper 
Joseph Crawford 
Blevins Davis 
Zelda Dorfman 
Helen Dowdy 

Ella Gerber 
Kenneth Hibbert 
LaVern Hutcherson 
Joseph James 

Eva Jessye 
Samuel Kornblatt 
Moses LaMarr 
Jerry Laws 
Urylee Leonardos 
Joshua Logan 

Jed Mace 

Samuel Matlowsky 


’ John McCurry 


Bryan Michie 
Leontyne Price 
George Quick 
Walter Riemer 
Howard Roberts 
Wolfgang Roth— 
Robert C. Schnitzer 
Leslie Scott 
Alexander Smailens 
Isaac Stern 

Helen Thigpen 
Arturo Toscanini 
Jack Trado 
William Veasey 
William Warfield 
Ray Yates 
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TRI-DIMENSION 


Those Medium-Grade Pix! 


While ai! pix rvofited by the healthy upsurge in biz this summer, 
the B’s and medium-grade A’s have felt less effect on the surge 
than the top-quality moneygetters. The second-grade product has 
peen helped mostly via a free ride on the coattails of the biggies, 
which have rekindled interest in pix in general. The lesser films 
have by no means profited by the hypo in grosses to the same 
proportion as have the powerhouse pix. Latter, proving there is 
still plenty of audience left for films, have been breaking house 
records all over the country. 

Hike in grosses during the summer has by no means diminished 
the major problem to the industry posed by medium-grade pic- 
tures. They’re necessary to keep houses lighted—and pretty much 
unavoidable from a production standpoint—but they’re still not 
paying their own way. They continue to be a drain on profits from 
pig, successful product and from the intentional low-budgeters. 
They're doing a little better now, along with other pix, but if the 
trends of the past two seasons are repeated, they'll be first to feel 
violently the impact of the return of the big TV shows to the air in 
September. 


———__— 


Breakdown of Normal Clearance 
Draws Gripes From Bway Exhibs 


Breakdown of normal clearance + 
systems that have been making 
things even tougher than normal 
for some Broadway houses are 











Blumenstock to Coast 


drawing squawks from Stem thea- 
tremen. In two instances in recent 
weeks, films still doing well on 
Broadway have been hit by open- 
ings in nabes or outlying territo- 
ries. 

First to feel the pinch was “King 
Kong” at the Palace, It ratked up 
a tremendous gross, better than 
$30,006, and promised to soar even 
higher until, after three days on 
Broadway, it opened on the RKO 
circuit. That put a hefty dent in 
the Stem biz. 

“Kong” was booked for only a 
single stanza, but could have stayed 
on indefinitely on the basis of the 
first few days’ grosses. 

Second pic to get clipped by lack 
of clearance protection is another 
RKO entry, “Sudden Fear,” at the 
State. It was figured on the basis 
of early biz to be good for a run 
of up to 10 weeks. 

Meantime, ‘Fear’ has opened in 
a flock of Jersey houses, which are 
said to be biting into the State’s 
bo. As a result, holdover hopes 
have been trimmed to six weeks. 

In pre-decree days there was 
almost automatically a clearance | 
period of from 28 to 42 days before 
a pic went into any house in the 
metropolitan area. Now, protection 
is all a matter of negotiation and 
theatres frequently find themselves 
having a rough time convincing 
distribs of their clearance needs. 

As a matter of fact, in a number 
of cases in recent years, exhibs 
haven't been too forceful on the 
Clearance question. They’ve felt 
that an opening in the nabes or 
outlying areas a week or so after 
Broadway wouldn't hurt, although 
they've seldom given in to other 
showings while a pie was still in 
its Manhattan first-run. Now there’s 
a tendency to get tougher when- 
ever exhib is in such circumstances 


mod he can make his. objection 
CK, 


Scophony Stockholders 
Sue Levey, Charge He 
Took Assets for Skiatron 


ser of stockholders from the 
Aw -defunet Scophony Corp. of 
merica filed a suit this week 
en Arthur Levey, prez of SCA, 
ne that he illegally took all 
i. patents, ete., of SCA with 
im to set up Skiatron Electronics 
St z Corp., SCA’s successor. 
“tockholders are seeking an ac- | 
Counting of the assets and a tem-| 
Porary receiver to check into the 
Company. 
Ps filed in N. Y. Federal Court 
— that Levey had no right to 
lta SCA assets when the 
con pany was dissolved following a 
oo decree handed down by the | 
suit ent in the 1945 antitrust | 
Eaui, against General Precision 
rogement Corp. and Television 
Darsnctions, which were former | 
tion "ne in the original corpora- | 
pa i rio, inciuding John A. Steph- | 
hath, Augstein and Hans L. 
Seeauns em Levey should have | 
the inted for the SCA assets to 
* Criginal SCA stockholders. 








| 





Mort Blumenstock, Warner Bros. 
pub-ad veepee, returns to his Coast 
headquarters today (Wed.) follow- 
ing a two-week stay at.the home- 
office. Exec had come east to su- 
pervise preem arrangements for 
WB’s “The Miracle of Our Lady 
of Fatima.” 

Following launching of “Fatima” 
last Wednesday (20) night, Ben 
Kalmenson, company’s distribution 
chief, took off for the Coast, stop- 
ping enroute at Warner exchange 
offices in Chicago and Kansas City. 


Only 1 Beef So Far 





On UA Disclosure | 
Of Bids to Losers: 


Plan of disclosing high bids for 
product to losing bidders, pio- 
neered by United Artists almost two 
months ago, has produced only one 
squawk to date, according to UA 
sales chief William J. Heineman. 
He said that came from a femme 
exhibitor who felt that her private 
affairs were being unduly aired by 
opening her winning bid to com- 
petitors. 

Distribution topper declared that 
under the circumstances there was 
no alternative to teliing the thea- 
tre op that since the company had 
established a principle. it had to 
live by it. She agreed that it would 
not stop her from bidding in the 
future. 

To most exhibs, Heineman said, 
the new move has made UA some- 


thing of a hero. It has been vir- | wee s 
| then, with hypos from individual | 


tually unanimously applauded at 
a time when other companies have 
been bickering with exhibs reps in 
arbitration meetings on the scheme. 

Heineman opined that the UA 
action in throwing open the bids 
was a service to the entire indus- 


try. He said it was making clear | 


to exhibs that their charges were 
unfounded that distribs were not 
honestly awarding pix to bona fide 
high bidders. 

It is expected that the UA action 


will probably speed up the decision | 
of all the majors to similarly open | 


their books. Some distribs are of 
the opinion that it will also help 
them in that it will aid in pre- 
venting collusion by exhibitors in 
making their bids. 


Broidy Heads MPIC 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Steve Broidy succeeded Gunther 
Lessing as president of the Mo- 
tion Picture Industry Council, and 
the first action under the new re- 
gime was a vote to condemn the 
Government suit to force film com- 
panies to release current product 
for television. 

Each member group was used to 
make a close study of the suit 
and to make individual protests 





\{to the Department of Justice. 


SULLIVAN HEARS 
EXHIB REACTIONS 


Instead of day-to-day problems 
on business and their dealings 
with the distribs, chief concern of 
many exhibs across the country is 
the development of a tri-dimen- 
sional system, Theatre Owners of 
America exec director Gael Sulli- 
van desclared in N. Y. this week. 
In the past three months he’s been 
in 45 states and has spoken to hun- 
dreds of field showmen. 

Tri-dimension, Sullivan told 
Variety, is looked to by the the- 
atremen as the only means of giv- 
ing exhibition the uplift demanded 
for a steady and prosperous econo- 
my. Repeal of the 20° Federal 
admissions tax and an arbitration 
system to settle intra-trade rows 
} are a couple of subjects copping 
| 





industry attention, .Achievement 
of both is desirable. 


portance in exhib circles, said 
Sullivan, is a simplified and rela- 
tively inexpensive way to produce 
and exhibit films with third-dimen- 
sion sight and sound effect. The 
theatre org official related that ex- 
hibs in numerous locations believe 
that such a development could 
match the original invention of 
sound recording and color photog- 
raphy as an industry hypo. 

Theatremen, Sullivan relayed, 
feel that the studios should. be 
charged with the responsibility of 
masterminding tri-dimension via a 
fullscale research program con- 
ducted on a joint basis. They be- 
lieve further that this hasn’t been 
done yet because petty jealousies 
and personality conflicts on the 
Coast have been blocking it. 

Overall subject of tri-dimension 
will be given the spotlight at TOA’s 
national convention in Washington 
Sept. 14-18. National Theatres 
prez Charles P. Skouras, who is 
TOA’s board chairman, is expected 
to report on a plan for setting up 
an industry-sponsored research in- 
stitute to go on the prowl for so- 
| lution to the tri-dimension mys- 
| teries. 


UA Billings Hit 
New Wkly. High 


United Artists hit a new peak 
last week in the strong upturn that 
has marked its biz in recent 
months. Billings for the seven 
days ending last Friday (22) topped 
| substantially the previous high- 
water mark of $433,000. 

The distrib was grossing less 
than $100,000 weekly when the Ar- 
thur B. Krim management group 
prone control 18 months ago. Bill- 

ings have been up and down since 

















pix. Recent weeks, however, have 
reflected not only strength of sev- 


eral particular films, but the fact | 
that the distribs’ pipeline is filled | 


with product and income is being 


derived from bookings on a ‘lock . 


of pix. 


has been from Stanley Kramer’s 
“High Noon” and David Rose's 
“Island of Desire.” Aside from 
these, however, Horizon Produc- 
tions’ “African Queen,” released 
last March, still accounted for up- 
wards of $50,000 in last week’s 
billings. 





Youngstein May Join 


Krim in London 


Max E Youngstein, United 
Artists v.p., may join prez Arthur 
| B. Krim in London in a few weeks. 
Trip would be to plan a campaign 
for the opening there of the forth- 
‘coming Charles Chaplin film, 
“Limelight.” 

Krim has been in London for 


the past two weeks for huddles | 


with indies producing there for UA 
release. If preem plans for “Lime- 
light” jell quickly enough, he'll 
await Youngstein’s arrival. Pic may 
be “Command Performance” selec- 
j tion. (See story on p. 1.) 


But even topping these in im-| 


Heavy intake in recent weeks | 


FUTURE? 





TO 








| 


One Change Coming Up! 


Candidate for the title most 

| likely to be changed: 

Allied Artists’ registration 

| last week, “Edward Zidler of 
the Moulin de la Galette.” 


Post-Labor Day 


Sessions Due On 
Distrib Revamp 


Further sessions on distribution 
| “streamlining” will be held by ma- 
| jor company salesmanagers after 
| Labor Day, Alfred W. Schwalberg, 
|chairman of the Motion Picture 
|Assn. of America’s sales chiefs’ 
| committee, said yesterday (Tues.). 














|tion of its plan for consolidation 
| of “backroom” operations. 
Schwalberg said that National 
i Screen Service had made its pres- 
| entation of a similar plan at a ses- 
| sion last Thursday (21). He empha- 
| sized that the whole project was 
| still exploratory. Also that aside 
ifrom the possibility of having *. 
outside agency take over the bacin 
rooms, the industry could alséf 
handle them on‘a consolidated ba- 
sis on its own. 


Paramount sales chief also dis- 
closed that his company perforce 
was using the services of an out- 
side agency in the Omaha terri- 
|tory. Par’s exchange building was 
suddenly pulled down to make way 
|for a new civic auditorium and it 
| was left without vault space. 

As a result, it has turned over in- 
spection and shipping of its pix to 
National Film Distributors. Latter 
has been handling it for four or 
five weeks and it is apparentiy 





berg said. Whether Par wiil use 
NFD in Omaha on a permanent ba- 
sis, he added, would hinge on fur- 
ther experience with the operation. 


WILCOX, YATES IN DEAL 
IN ANGLO. PRODUCTION 


London, Aug. 19. 
Herbert Wilcox and Herbert J. 
| Yates, president of Republic Pic- 
tures, have announced a deal to 
| make pictures in Britain for world- 
| wide distribution. Wilcox will di- 
rect the product, which will be 
| distributed by Republic. 

Three films are skedded for pro- 








duction during the next 18 months, | 


all in color. First to go will be 


which starts in October with top 
British and U, S. stars. Next will be 
“The King’s General,” adapted 
from Daphne du Maurier’s best- 
seller,” with Margaret Lockwood 
in the femme lead. Yates is trying 
to get James Mason to costar. 





Bogeaus Pic to Get Ref 
_ Ruling on TV Release 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
| Bankruptcy referee Benno M. 
| Brink will rule Sept. 4 on a peti- 
‘tion by Benedict Bogeaus for tele- 
vision release of “My Outlaw 
Brother” to gain coin to pay off 
indebtedness. Made in Mexico star- 
ring Mickey Rooney, Robert Stack 
and Wanda Hendrix, pic was re- 
leased in 1951 by United Artists. 


Benedict Bogeaus Pictures, Inc.. | 
had petitioned Federal Court to! 


forestall creditor action against 
pic before profits could accumu- 
late. Charles Weintraub, Quality 
Film prexy, testifying as a pix+to- 
teevee distrib expert, opined that 
“Brother” can take in from $40,- 
000 to $60,000 in one year on tele- 
ivision because of its cast names. 


working out satisfactorily, Schwal- | 


Joseph Conrad's “Laughing Anne,” 


Arbitration Committee Completes First 
* Draft, But Optimism Lags on Setup 


i o 


Although mutually acceptable 
|terms of an arbitration system 
have been mapped by a drafting 
committee repping both distribu- 
ition and exhibition, the film in 
dustry this week was keeping its 
|fingers crossed over the ultimate 
}outcome of the arbitration setup. 
All parties apparently are hope- 
ful that the plan for settling in- 
tra-trade squabbles will work out. 
But there’s an absence of any op- 
timistic predictions. Tradesters al- 
most unanimously recall previous 
last-minute snags encountered 
when the success of developing the 
system appeared most likely. In 
|view of this past record, execs 
}caution against drawing any con- 
|clusions at this time 

| There's still the fear that the 
|trade may again trip itself up on 
the arbitration program when it’s 
|taken up by the fullscale meeting 
{of all film company officials and 
lexhib organization leaders. Curi- 
|ously, observers say they see no 
|part of the projected program, 
|which looms as especially contro- 








|At that time, he declared, Clark | versial. Sole ré@ason for the wait- 
|Bros., of Philadelphia, will be in- |and-see attitudes regarding a full 
| vited to make a personal presenta- 


} 
| 


|} accord is the discord in the past. 
| Drafting committee completed 
ithe job of putting the overall plan 
on paper at a two-day huddle in 
| New York last week. This is to be 
| placed before the full industry 
meeting, date for which is unset as 
yet, and delegates to this session 
| wil then take the arbitration pro- 
posals back to their respective 
qreanizations for approval, An- 
(other industry meeting to, ratify 
|the plan then likely will be called. 
Next step will be obtaining court 
approval plus an okay by the De- 
(Continued on page 20) 


‘Hughes Holdout of 20 Pix 
Is Big Factor in Killing 
Deal for RKO Library 


In addition to the surprise 
|grosses on “King Kong,” Howard 
| Hughes’ insistence on holding out 
20 pix was learned this week to 
have been a strong contributing 
| factor to killing the deal for pur- 
chase of RKO’s film library. 
Hughes is said to have selected 20 
pix to which he wouldn't give up 
title for three to five years. Po- 
tential buyers balked. 

Attempting to swing the deal 
was a Canadian group headed by 
financier Lou Chesler and Deek 
Wells. They were aiming to pur- 
chase some 800 features released 
prior to 1949. DuMont Network 
was tied in to handle syndication 
of the films and was to advance 
part of the $14,000,000 purchase 
price. 

Big grosses now being piled up 
by reissue of the 19-year-old 
“King Kong” was partly responsi- 
ble for sinking the deal because it 
made Hughes wary of setting a 
price. Strong objections by RKO 
prexy Ned E. Depinet to the harm 
|it might do RKO’s current sales 


|}also was a contributing factor. 
; 


| 
| 


Italo Film Week Showings 
Get N.Y. Charity Sponsors 


Each of the seven pix to be 
preemed at the. Liftle Carnegie, 
N. Y., during Italian Film Week 
| will be sponsored by a charitable 
|organization, according to plans 
|/now being set by Jonas Rosenfield, 
| publicity chief for Italian Film Ex- 
'port. A different. A different film 
will be shown each night. 

There will be no normal ticket 
sale for the Italo entries. Each of 
the New York charitable organiza- 
tions that takes on sponsorship will 
sell its own tickets at premium 
prices which it will set. It will, of 
course, receive all the income 

IFE has taken the house for the 
' week on a four-walls basis from 
|operators George Schwartz and 
Jean Goldwurm Dates are Oct. 
6-12. Pix have not been set as vet, 
but they'll be available for regular 
distribution and exhibition sub- 
sequent to the Little Carnegie fes- 
tival. 
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Big Jim MeLain 

sparkimg melle 

poy Fae 8 activities 

Hawaii; exploitation potential 

and star value indicate good 
possibilities. 


Hollywood, Aug. 25. 
Warner Bros. release of John Wayne- 
Robert Fellews production. Stars John 
Wayne, Nancy Olson, James Arness; fea- 
tures Alan Napier. Veda Ann Borg, Gayne 
Whitman, Hal Baylor. Directed by Ed- 
ward Ludwig. Written by James Edward 
Grant, Richard English, Eric Taylor, 
quotes from “The Devil and Daniel Web- 
ster” by Stephen Vincent Benet; camera, 
Archie Stout; editor, Jack Murray: musi- 
cal direction, Emil Newman. Previewed 

Aug. 22. 52. Running time, 90 MINS. 
Big Jim McLain.......... 





Nancy Vallon.......+..++. 
Mal Baxter... .c.-scccessest James Arness 


Sturak ....sccerccevesese: Alan Napier 

Madge : 

By. Gelatel ~. 2... ccecesse Gayne Whitman | Bianca 
NS. Ae «seen weg hh won Hal 


Edwin White sutenewens 
Robert Henried APSE 
Lt. Commdr. Clint Grey 

Mrs. Nomaka » ed ..Mme. Soo Yong 
Chief of Police........... Dan Liu 
Mr. Lexiter...... Paul Hurst 
Phil Briggs .. Vernon (Red) McQueen 
Mrs. Lexiter..... Sara Padden 


Hans Conried 





Modern Honolulu forms the set- 
ting for this topical story of the 
patriotic work going on to expose 
Communist activities endangering 
this country and its possessions in 


‘the not-so-cold war of ideology. As 


a first for the John Wayne-Robert 
Feliows unit, “Big Jim McLain” 
looks geared for excellent returns, 
principally because of the star's 
draw, the Warner release, and the 
natural exploitation values accru- 
ing ‘to the timely subject. 

The picture is being rushed into 
the market and bears evidence of 
that haste. Continuity is choppy, 
the script sketchy and lacking in 
clarity. But these critical flaws 
become almost submerged in force- 
ful scenes, a number of good ac- 
tion spots and the excellent dialog. 
Cloaking the presentation,.too, is 
the on-the-spot lensing on Hawaii's 
fabulous islands. Photography 
uses a newsreel technique that 
adds to the documentary flavor 
and points up the almost too- 
casual air with which the story and 
players go about their business. 

Wayne and James Arness arg 
crack investigators for the Hoy) 
Committee on Un-American 
tivities. 
Communists are threatening in the 
islands, the pair is» dispatched 
there to get evidence against the 
Red cells that can be used for a 
documented public hearing. The 
investigation is tedious and not too 
fruitful. During its course Wayne 
meets and falls for Nancy Olson, 
a secretary working for a suspected 
doctor, Gayne Whitman. He pur- 
sues Miss Olson and the Commies 
gradually making time on _ both 
counts, but as details of Red plot- 
ting begin to fall in line, Arness 
is murdered, Wayne gains enough 
time to catch the principal Com- 
mies, engages in a slambang fist- 
fight with them and is rescued by 
the Honolulu police, led -by their 
real chief, Dan Liu. Investigation 
and the hearing that follows are 
futile to some degree, in that the 
Commies use the protection of the 
Fifth Amendment to block real 
punishment for their treachery. 


Edward Ludwig sends the play-/h 


ers through their paces expertly 
and gets suspense into the melo- 
dramatics despite the superficial 
script development by James Ed- 
ward Grant, Richard English and 
Eric Taylor. Wayne is a forceful 
hero and his scenes with Miss Ol- 
son are particularly good, due in 
no small part to her personality 
and talent. He also has some good 
sequences with Veda Ann Borg, 
who scores a standout as the will- 
ing blonde who keeps a rooming 
house for sailors. Arness_ im- 
presses in comparatively short 
footage. Alan Napier, leader of 
the Commies; Whitman, Hal Bay- 
lor and Robert Keys are among 
those pointing up the treachery. 

In addition to drawing on Dan 
Liu toe play his real-life role of 
police chief, film uses Vernon 
(Red) McQueen, island = sports 
writer, as a newspaper reporter, 
and other jslanders for character 
parts that aid the drive for realism. 
Hans Conreid is literally pulled in 
for a single, unrelated sequence, 
but makes it a high spot of comedy 
among the melodramatics. Others 
are competent. 

Archie Stout did the excellent 
camera work. Other technical 
phases are okay Brog. 


Rodner Memorial Lab 

New research laboratory for the 
Will Rogers Memoriai Hospital at 
Saranac, N. Y., is being planned in 
memory of the late Harold Rodner 


by his former associates at Warner | 


Bros. Rodner, a WB homeoffice 
exec for many years, was also exec 
v.p. of the Rogers Memorial Fund. 

His associates hope to raise suf- 


ficient coin to erect and staff a 


Harold Rodner Research Labora- 
tory. 


4 





. John Wayne | 
Nancy Olson | 
Sebeceueeeaes Veda Ann Borg/ Baron Gruda..........- 


Baylor | Pablo Murphy.......-.. 
Robert Keys | Sebastian 


John Hubbard | Colonel 
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When it is learned th.7the high seas. 
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The Crimson Pirate 
(COLOR) 


Burt Lancaster in action- 
crammed spoof on swashbuck- 
ling sea fables. Excellent pros- 


pects, 








Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Warner Bros. release of Harold Hecht 
(Norma) preduction. Stars Burt Lancas- 
ter; features Nick Cravat, Eva Bartok, 
Torin Thatcher, James eas: Leslie 
Bradley, Margot Grahame, Noel Purcell; 
Frederick Leister, Eliot Makeham. Di- 
rected by Robert Siodmak. Written by 
Roland Kibbee; camera (Technicolom, 
Otto Heller; editor, Jack Harris; music, 
William Alywn. Previewed Aug. 19, °52. 
Running time, 104 MINS. 


WN ehc4s shee enea beens Burt Lancaster 
|. ae i eninuiand ae 
CGOMGMBES . oo: ccccccccocvers ..Eva_ Bartok 
Humble Bellows.......-- Torin Thatcher 
Pre@emee . . ..ccscoccdsecess James Hayter 


Leslie Bradley 
.aeees-Margot Grahame 
Noel Purcell 
pin sneeeeres Frederick Leister 


GOVEFMOFr ....cesecccesees Eliot Makeham 

er rrrerr.. rt Frank Pettingill 
La Signorita.....-..««.«+- Dagmar Wynter 
Attache. ....scescccccerss Christopher Lee 





Swashbuckling sea fables get a 
good-natured spoofing in “The 
Crimson Pirate,” with Burt Lancas- 
ter providing the muscles and dash 
for the takeoff. It is a comedy-ad- 
venture film shaped to attract a 
substantial boxoffice, particularly 
from the younger fans of derrin’- 
do, and wears its seascapes, COos- 
tumes and. action in sparkling 
Technicolor. 

Tipoff as to the spoofing nature 
comes before the title cards are 
shown when Lancaster, soaring on 
the end of a line between ship’s 
masts, halts long enough to warn 
that only half of what’s to be seen 
is to be believed. Then, a la earli- 


er buccaneer adventure with com- | 


edy overtones, “The Black Pirate,” 
put out by the late Douglas Fair- 
banks, this Norma production for 
Warners takes off on a chimerical 
flight that winds up as 104 minutes 
of high-action entertainment. Es- 
capist values are sharpened by the 
location of lensing in and around 
an old Italian fishing harbor, as 
well as by some touches of 18th 
century “science-fiction” conjured 
up by an early-day inventor. 

The Roland Kibbee screen story 
is cloaked with a sense of humor 
s it pictures Lancaster, the famed 
“rimson Pirate, plying his trade on 
: Opening finds the 
pirates a ae 30-gun galleon 
by trickery and then scheming to 
sell its cargo of cannon to rebels 
trying to shake off the shackles of 
the King of Spain. The bucca- 
neers also plan to then reveal the 
rebel group’s whereabouts to the 
crown for more gold, but there are 
a girl and such complications as an 
awakening to right and wrong, a 
rebellion of the pirates against 
their leader for conduct unbecom- 
ing a buccaneer, and a finale fracas 
against the king’s men using primi- 
tive machine guns, tanks, 
marine, high explosives and a bal- 
loon. All these don’t permit the 
plot to turn serious, 

Lancaster and his deaf-mute pal, 
Nick Cravat, sock the acrobatics 
required of hero and partner to a 
fare-thee-well under Robert Siod- 
mak’s rugged but tongue-in-cheek 
direction. Eva Bartok, as the 
daughter of the rebel leader, satis- 
factorily fills her costumes as the 
eroine of the _ fable. Torin 
Thatcher, Lancaster’s villainous 
first mate, is good. James Hayter 
punches the fun as the early-day 
man of science, and Leslie Bradley 
1s a suave menace as the king’s 
emissary. Margot Grahame is lost 
in a brief dancing-girl spot. Noel 
Purcell, Frederick Leister, Eliot 
Makeham and several uncredited 
players among the pirates all help 
to uphold the spoofing aims of the 
presentation, 

Harold Hecht's production Buid- 
ance provides showmanly values 
that can be used in the selling. 
Aiding him as associate was Nor- 
man Deming. The photography by 
Otto Heller is very good. rog. 





Miracle of Our Lady of 
Fatima 
(COLOR) 





Uplifting account of a religious 
miracle, beautifully and sim- 
ply presented for universal 
appeal. 





; Hollywood, Aug. 21. 
Warner Bros. release of Bryan Foy pro- 
duction. Stars Gilbert Roland, Angela 


sub- | 





Clarke; features Frank Silvera, Jay No- | 
ve 


€ llo, Richard Hale, Norman Rice, Frances 

Morris, Carl Millitaire, Susan Whitney, 
Sherry Jackson, Sammy Ogg. Directed by 
John Brahm. Screenplay, Crane Wilbur 
and James O’Hanlon; camera (Warner 
Color), Edwin DuPar; editor, Thomas 
Reilly; music, Max Steiner. Previewed 
Aug. 7, 52. Running time, 102 MINS. 


Hugo Da Silva............ Gilbert Roland | Coach Hadley............ Richard Rober 
Maria Rosa fe ee esa: Angela Clarke nt Mn. . vedesbetasssds Natalie Wood 
Arturo Dos Santos........ Frank Silvera Brone Buttram......ccesess Keith Larsen 
Antonio 44455000000 ee > & RPP pers Tom Harmon 
Father Ferreira........... Richard Hale | Mrs. Burke ............... Ann _ Doran 
Manuel Marto.....cccoces Norman Rice | Allie Bassler............. James Dobson 
Olimpia “ia pra eigt Frances Morris | Mike Burke............ Jim Backus 
The Magistrate .......... Carl Millitaire | GT@Mps 5... see ee eens Clarence Kolb 
Lucia Dos Santos........ Susan Whitney | Mrs. Hadley............ Barbara Woodel! 
Jactaie Werte SUT SUE « ¢tncsenses. Bill Welsh 


MCERLG REOTUS....osccccce Sherry Jackson 
Francisco Marto.......... 





Warners gives a respectful pres- | ing for its market in t 





Sammy Ogz¢ | 


| 





Beauty and the Devil 


“Beauty and ihe Devil,” 
French-made, which opened at 
the Little Carnegie, N. Y., 
Monday (25), was reviewed in 
Variety from Paris, April 19, 
1950, under its original title, 
“La Beaute Du Diable.” 
Adapted by Rene Clair and 
Armand Salacrou from the 
“Faust” legend, pic, which was 
directed by Clair, was tabbed 
by reviewer Mosk as “a bril- 
liant tragi-comedy.” Review 
also stated “pic is a definite 
art house and sureseater entry 
with its provocative theme, 
exciting thesping and above- 
average production values.” 

Review added that “pic’s adult 
interpretation of morals and 
ethics may be questioned by 
some austere censors.” Pic 
stars Michel Simon and Gerard 
Phillipe. It’s being released 
in the U. S. by Arthur Davis 
Associates. 








appeal to many who find uplift in 
significant events in religious his- 
tory, as well as for others who like 
a well-rounded story of dramatic 
merit. While Catholic in basic 
theme, the film and story are uni- 


versal in acceptance, giving the 
picture possibilities beyond a 
small, select audience. It has 


taste, dignity without stuffiness, a | 
gentle humor and an excellent 
WarnerColor cloaking. 

The real-life 1917 mir&cle that 
occurred in Fatima, Portugal, doc- 
uments the story, and so faithfully 
and sincerely does the film present 
it that the impact is tremendous. 
There is no attempt to sensation- 
alize; in fact, much of the highly 
melodramatic happenings that ac- 
tually took place as belief in the 
miracle spread have been played 
down. Bryan Foy’s production is 
tasteful, John Brahm’s direction 
understanding and sympathetic, 
and the screenplay by Crane Wii- 
bur and James O’Hanlon effective- 
ly simple. 

Three children, tending sheep in 
a pasture near their Fatima home, 
are visited by a vision and are 
promised further visitations. A 
happy-go-lucky adult friend, long 
straved from the church, wisely 
counsels them to keep quiet about 
the vision, knowing it will be 
doubted by the Church and pro- 
voke the wrath of the anti-Church 
government that controls Portugal. 
The story leaks out, however, and 
as the word spreads, the faithful 
come from afar to see for them- 
selves. Each month the crowds 
that fill the pasture grow larger, 
resisting Church and police efforts 
to halt the gatherings, and de- 
manding the miracle promised to 
the children by the Lady in the 
vision. Finally. on Oct. 13, 1917, 
to 70,000 pilgrims, the Lady de- 
livers the miracle, plunging the 
sun towards the earth and bring- 
ing back the fear of God to the 
non-believers. 

Susan Whitney, Sherry Jackson 
and Sammy Ogg play the three 
Portuguese children in superior 
fashion. Gilbert Roland is socko 
as the children’s adult friend, 
turning in a sincere, yet lightly 
humorous, performance. Co-starr- 
ing with him as the mother of 
Susan Whitney is Angela Clarke, 
and she wallops over her best as- 
signment to date. Frank Silvera 
and Carl Millitaire are excellent as 
two officials, as is Richard Hale as 
the village priest. Jay Novello, 
Norman Rice and Frances Morris 
are among other capables. 

On the technical side, the pic- 
ture has been expertly handled. 
Edwin DuPar did the topnotch 
color photography, and the Max 
Steiner music score, plus. the 
choral work on religious songs, is 
very good. Brog. 





The Rose Bowl Story 
(COLOR) 


Good, general market gridiron 
feature with Rose Bowl and 
Rose Parade backgrounds. 








Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Monogram release of Richard Heer- 
mance production. Stars Marshall Thomp- 
son, Vera Miles, Richard Rober. Natalie 
w ; features Keith Larsen, Tom Har- 
mon, Ann Doran, James Dobson, Jim 
Backus, Clarence Kolb, Barbara Woodell, 
Bill Welsh, Nancy Thorne, 1952 Tourna- 
ment of Roses Queen and her court (Ann 
Cottingham, Diana Dial, Carolyn Graves, 
Barbara Fisher, Sharon Ann Kelley, Mar- 
cia Long). Directed by William Beaudine. 
Written by Charles R. Marion: camera 
(Cinecolor), Harry Neumann; editor. Wal- 
al lm ay — Marlin Skiles. 

viewe ug. » *S2. i 
73 MANS 4 Running time, 
Steve Davis 


wYTrey Marshal 
Denny Burke acchell Themaam 


Vera Miles 








Monogram has an excellent offer- | 
his Cinecolor 


\entation to “The Miracle of Our | feature backgrounded against Pas- | 


Lady of Fatima,” slanting it for! adena’s annual Tournament of | 





Roses parade and the New Year’s 
Day gridiron e in the Rose 
Bowl. With the 
ing with the new football season, 
good bookings and okay returns 
are possible. =» , 

Film rolls off to an easy start 
under William Beaudine’s direction 
and spins along its 73-minute 
course nicely. Hokum is kept like- 
able and believable and, thank- 
fully, the script dcésn’t have the 
hero of this football yarn making 
one of those impossible winning 
touchdown plays at the finale. 

Team identifications are omitted 
for the football footage, but clips 
of the last Rose Bowl tussle and 
parade are neatly cut in to the 
studio-filmed sequences to give 
values. Marshall Thompson, star 
of a Big Ten team, and his fellow 
pigskin artists arrive in Pasadena 
for the annual classic against a 
Coast eleven. Thompson is ambi- 
tious, using college football as a 
stepping stone to a pro career. 

Arrival finds the out-of-towners 
greeted by Nancy Thorne, 1952 
Rose Queen, and her court of beau- 
ties. Thompson immediately falls 
for Vera Miles, her borrowed mink 
coat leading him to believe she is 
an heiress. She isn’t rich, though, 
and contact with her middle-class 
family, plus some romantic com- 
plications and the serious illness 
of the coach’s wife, get him on the 
right path. He becomes a team 


piayer, instead of the flashy star, | 


lets his blocker carry the ball for 
the winning touchdown and rates 
a finale clinch with Miss Miles. 
Players bring off their chores 
pleasantly, Thompson and Miss 
Miles making a good romantic 
team. Natalie Wood scores as Miss 
Miles’ kid sister and shares com- 
edy with James Dobson, one of 
the Big Ten players. Jim Backus 
and Ann Doran, Miss Miles’ par- 
ents, and Clarence Kolb, the grand- 
pa, also are effective. Keith Lar- 
sen impresses in a featured spot as 
a member of Thompson’s team, 
and the late Richard Rober com- 
petently portrays the coach. 
Richard Heermance’s production 
guidance under the executive su- 
pervision of Walter Mirisch makes 
the picture an entertaining offer- 
ing for Monogram release. Harry 
Neumann’s color lensing, the Mar- 
lin Skiles music score, editing and 
other contributions are good. 
Brog. 


The Brave Don’t Cry 


Okay documentary for some 
lesser U.S. spots. 








Edinburgh, Aug. 19. 
Associated British Film Distributors re- 
lease of Group Three production. Stars 
John Gregson; features Meg Buchanan, 
Andrew Keir. Directed by Philip Lea- 
cock. Executive producer.gJohn Grierson; 
original screenplay, Montagu Slater. 
World preem at Edinburgh Film Festival, 

Aug. 17, ’52. Running time, 89 MINS. 
John Cameron.....,....... John Gregsen 





Margaret Wishart........ .Meg Buchanan 
 ¢ PPPS John Rae 
BPO WEES so ctccccccecss Fulton Mackey 
COU BOG 04sec es cesses: Andrew Keir 
SE 0s 61a sh doheee <2 Wendy Noel 
Hughie Aitken............ Russell Waters 
Dr. Andrew Keir......... Jameson Clark 
 " SaPrerppegrtyy Eric Woodburn 
Walter Hardie............ Archie Duncan 
Willie Duncan............. Jack Stewart 
BE SOUND 1.6 00.0004 620.00 00 Anne Butchart 
| ER PPPS ER Pr rer Mac Picton 
SOU, THES 6. k66cts ce ccveveses Jock McKay 
Dts MEN. » te enc necedes .. Jean Anderson 
BE A Prerreriyy John Singer 
GOOPHD . 26s ds ssccces wecccces Chris Page 
i SON «.< 10.000 ¢0%ceens Kelty Macleod 
Sandy Mackenzie........... Hal Osmond 
SO Rr ee Guthrie Mason 

Edinburgh International Film 


Festival is the arts-junket boosting 
ground for this sound British fea- 
ture, based largely on a recent.col- 
liery disaster at Knockshinnoch, 
Ayrshire, Scotland, when men 
were miraculously led to safety 
from a trapped mine by wearing 
new Salvus apparatus. Disaster 
scenes when cave-ins occur, men 
are confined, and the wives and 
family wait at top of the pit while 
rescue squads go into action is not 
treated melodramatically, but in 
documentary style. Acting by a 
large cast of players, mainly Scots, 
is adequate. And for once the 
Scottish accent is authentic. 

Story is grim and sombre, but 

relieved by some odd touches of 
humor. For example, one miner 
wants to place a bet on a horse 
while he is trapped, and a book- 
maker is called to the phone at the 
pithead. 
_ The major fault is that the story 
is too regionalized. A little more 
dramatic effect, giving such a huge 
accident (118 men cut off in a col- 
lapsed mine) a natural place in 
headline news, would have en- 
hanced the picture’s appeal. As it 
is, the story is quietly worked out 
underground and on surface,-with 
cameras simply switchi between 
reactions of the men and the mo- 
rale of their relatives. 

Cast has few wellknown players, 
but actors reveal talent. John 
Gregson, young English actor 


| trained in Scot rep, does a work- 
/manlike job as a youthful Coal 


Board official who risks his life to 
return to the men, but the stand- 
out portrayal is by Andrew Keir 
‘himself a former miner) as the 


’s release break- | Scot 





—_, 
humorous 
Joke for al} j , 
style. Eric Woodburn’ ‘ane 
ly Rab Elliott i r fine ae 
acterization, 48 another fine char. 
emme portrayals inc} 

freshing study by Wendy Noel 7° 
young Scots village gal in love with 
a young miner. with 

Camera work is 


complaining, 
the man with a 


‘ Comparatiy 
good, including mining vely 
shots lensed in East Scotland *& 

Gord. 
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Eldfagein 
(The Firebrand) 
(SWEDISH) 


(Color; Songs) 
Stockholm 
Terra Film release of 1 ue. = 
stedt production. Stars Tito Gobb “Ellen 
Rasch. Written and directed by Hae 
Ekman. Camera, Goran Str i 
dancés, Maurice Be jart deal scree 
Stig Rybrant. At 


Roy: stoc , 
Running time, 100 MINS” Stockholm, 
ario DNAS nihce.6 4-6-4 0 

Linda Corina..... Elles Se 
—- =" A MUMORO Caste see Eva Henning 
—" =e Georg Rydeberg 
Come eseseeececcess Ake Fal 
2 eRe Bengt Blomares 


inten - Leon Biorker 





(In English) 

_ Although this is the first Swed. 
ish-made tinter of any importance 
it turns out to be an odd mixture 
of ballet, dance and inane plot 
Even the singing of Tito Gobbi, not 
handled skillfully by the producers 
fails to impress. Picture was made 
only in English, but some of the 
voices do not appear very familiar 
with the English language. It may 
get some U.S. playdates on the 
basis of being the initial color pie 
made in Sweden by native pro- 
ducers. 

Hasse Ekman, director-scripter 
started this as a color short, but a 
shutdown of Swedish _ studios 
caused delay. Later he turned out 
another short pic, both being dance 
films with Ellen Rasch. When pro- 
duction was resumed in 1950, Terra 
Film conceived the idea of getting 
Gobbi and incorporating the two 
shorts into a feature production. 
Unfortunately this marriage of two 
briefies highlighting the ballet 
shorts with the operatic warbling 
of Gobbi and Leon Bijorker is an 
unhappy one. 


Ekman apparently tried only to 
get’ something to keep the solo 
numbers together, and it looks that 
way on the screen. Actual plot is 
the oldie about the famous singer 
who falls in love with a dancer, and 
the latter’s struggle to achieve 
fame. 

Real laurels in this hodge-podge 
effort belong to Goran Strindberg, 
the cameraman, the first Swedish 
photographer to turn out a feature 
in color. The Gevacolor process 
used hints future possibilities. Ek- 
man, whose routine story is the big 
flaw of the production, did a fine 
job of directing, especially in view 
of the story material. 

Gobbi’s singing, of course, is the 
highlight, his best being excerpts 
from “Don Giovanni.” After he 
disappears from the plot, interest 
is focused on Miss Rasch, whose 
dancing is superb. Wing. 








Aca, 


. | 
UA Awaits 


Continued from page 4 cam 


to those in the film industry here. 

Regarding “Encounter,” letter 
— fi le we wish 

“As a specific example we W 
to inform ‘yen that United Artists 
is contemplating the release in 
America of a picture entitled En- 
counter,” which was made in Italy 
and stars Paul Muni. This picture 
was produced by John Weber, 
identified as a full-time and long 
active party functionary in a 
York and Hollywood; and Bernat 
Vorhaus, also identified as 4 — 
munist. It was directed by Josep 
Losey, a fugitive from a House Un- 
American Activities subpoena. p 
was written by Ben Barzman, W 0 
also has been identified as 4 party 
member. We urge you to take ~ 
mediate steps to see to it that 4 
picture is not shown in an Ame 
can theatre.” 

The letter does not make = 
reference to Muni other on = 
identify him as the star of 
film. 





One of Several Pix | 
Brewer declared that the pictur 
is only one of several already ro 
and planned by “persons who by 
been identified as Communists 
your committee” and who can 
longer find employment Find 
motion picture industry 1" iq to 
wood.” Such persons were et 
have gone to England, = . 
Mexico and Italy — pl 
erican market. , 
wy Foo resulted from 4 reqes 
by a California exhib to the 


‘ : in lensing 
Council for cooperation ! Holly 


a program of pix utilizing O rouP 
wood’s “Unfriendly I 
that went to jail rathe 
political affiliations. 
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HOW TO BE K 


Supplementary French-MPAA Pact 


May Provide for U.S. Subsidies 


French producers may yet get 
their subsidies from the American | 
majors. Rather than being part 
of the basic film agreement be- 
tween the French and U. S. gov- 
ernments, however, it is understood 
they may be provided in a supple- | 
mental pact between the French 
government and the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America. 

Purpose of the “discount” plan, 
as it is called, would be to get 
added import permits. Under the 
basic arrangement the U. S. indus- 
try has been cut from 121 pix a 
vear to 90. Via the “discount” or 
subsidy of about $400,000, the 
French have indicated they might | 
allow 18 or so additional films. 

Original negotiations by MPAA | 
reps in Paris were aimed at a deal 
that would combine in a single con- | 
tract the basic 90 pix and the sub- 
sidy provision for 18 more. It had 
run up against strong opposition, | 
however, from the Society of Inde- | 
pendent Motion Picture Producers. | 
from the State Dept. and from) 
some of the majors themselves. 

Idea of breaking into two sepa-| 
rate pacts the acceptance of the | 
90-pic deal and the working out of | 
a sibsidy arrangement solved at | 
once all the problems by removing | 
obstacles from an immediate deal | 
with the French. 

As far as the MPAA members 
are concerned, their principal aim 
was to get out their coin as quickly 
as possible. This is accomplished | 
by atécepting the French govern-| 
ment decree which provided an 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Metro Suspends Lanza 
Again for Failing To 
Show; Mulls Damage Sutt 


| 
Hollyweod, Aug. 26. | 


Mario Lanza, Metro’s disappear- | 





ing tenor, went on _ suspension 
again after failure to report for 
start of “Student Prince’ yester- 


day (Mon.). His previous suspen- 
sion was imposed Wednesday (20), 
but lifted Friday (22) when he ap- 
peared for wardrobe tests. 

Metro announced the studio is 
considering suing him for hefty 
coin outlay caused by lengthy pro- 
duction delay; Lanza retorted he 
wanted added coin for working be- 
yond six-month per year period 
stipulated in his contract; MCA, 
his agent, said no money is in- 
volved in proceedings. 

Studio said it is “contemplating 
suit for substantial damages 
caused by production delays over 
a period of several weeks,” and 
has its bookkeeping department 
working out the actual cost. Un- 
derstand from studio execs that 
more than $500,000 has already | 
been spent on the pic, with figure | 
probably reaching $600,000, which 
may be amount of any suit. 

Studio said Lanza was “again in 
default of his contract when he 
failed to appear Saturday for pre- 
liminary production preparation, 
and again this morning (Mon.) for | 
Start of the film. Further action 
is being determined by Metro 
executives and legal counsel.” 

Lanza said if he doesn’t get 
extra pay for time over six months, 
then work on the picture exceed- 
ing this period must be deducted 
from next yearly contract. He in- | 
dicated he won’t report until this 
arrangement is worked out. Play- 
ers and full crew were on hand 
Monday for Lanza’s promised ap- 
pearance. When he didn’t show, 
they were dismissed at noon. 








J 
Sues Ratoff for Pay 
Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 

_ Suit for $3,500 and an account- 

Ing of the profits of “My Daughter, | 

Joy” was filed against Gregory 

Ratoff in Superior Court by Rob- 

ert T. Thoeren, screenwriter. 

Plaintiff declared his deal with 

Ratoff called for $4,000 for writing 

the screenplay and one-half of 1% 

of the profits on the picture, re- 

leased by Columbia. He- says he | 
has collected only $500 and no, 
profits, 








| operation 





Rapper Directs ‘Stars’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Irving Rapper will direct ““Reach- 
ing for the Stars,” Ginger Rogers- 


| William Holden-Paul Douglas star- 
irer, which Pat Duggan’s producing 


at Paramount. Pic originally was 
to have been. megged by Philip 


|and Julius Epstein, then by Julius 


upon Philip’s death. 

“Stars” rolls when Paramount 
selects a replacement for Audrey 
Hepburn, out.because of overlap- 
ping schedule with “Roman Holi- 
day,” now being completed in 
Itaivy. After “Holiday” Miss Hep- 
burn resumes in “Gigi’’ on Broad- 
way. 





Navy OK’s Kramer 
Use of ‘Mutiny’ In 
Title of Picture 


Washington, Aug. 26. 


It is reported here that the Navy | 
Dept. has granted Stanley Kramer | 


tentative 
title 


permission to use 


“The Caine Mutiny’ on his 


projected film adaptation of Her- | 


man Wouk’s bestselling novel. 


The Navy had first objected to | 


suggestion of “mutiny” in the 
service and Kramer had planned a 
switch to “The Caine Incident.” 
The admirals apparently have had 
a change of heart, since the book 
has become so well-known through 
long-run record it has established 
at the head of the bestseller list. 
Kramer is due here in about 
four weeks for huddles with the 
Navy on Stanley Roberts’ adapta- 
tion. It’s understood the service 
would not provide required co- 
without considerable 
change from the literary version. 


HITCHY-BERNSTEIN CO. 
SKEDS 2 FOR NEXT YEA 


Transatlantic Pictures, the Al- 
fred Hitchcock-Sidney Bernstein 
indie unit, has scheduled two films 
for next year, Bernstein revealed 
in New York this week. They 
are “To Catch a Thief,” which 
Hitchcock will direct, and “Dark 
Beauty,” which will be megged by 
another director to be selected. 

Bernstein, British circuit opera- 
tor as well as producer, arrived in 
New York Monday (25) from the 
Coast and heads tomorrow (Thurs.) 
for Quebec. There he'll join 
Hitchcock. who is on location di- 
recting “I Confess.” After about 
10 days in Canada, Bernstein 
returns to New York prior to sail- 
ing for London Sept. 17. 





Bernstein will be in England 
until after Jan. 1, prepping for 


production there and in France of | 


the pair of Transatlantic pix. 


| “Thief” will star Cary Grant. It 


is from the novel by David Dodge. 
which was published by Random 
House and condensed in Reader's 
Digest. - 

“Confess,” originally scheduled 
as a Transatlantic entry for Warner 
Bros. release, has been taken over 
by WB as its own production. 


Jack Cohn the ‘Pioneer’? 


Annual dinner, its 13th, of the 
Motion Picture Pioneers is slated 
for Nov. 25 at the Hotel Astor, 





|N. Y., Jack Cohn, outfit prexy, an- | 


nounced this week. Shindig has 


been tagged “The Jubilee Dinner.” | 


It’s reported Cohn himself may be 
honored as the “Pioneer of the 
Year.” 


At the same time, Cohn revealed | 


appointment of David A. Bader as 
publicity director for the MPP. 
He'll work with Harry J. Takiff, 
secretary-treasurer, and Marvin 
Kirsch, veepee. 


the | 


—— 


IMPO, MPAA KEY 
BETTER PREGa 


The slugging that Hollywood 
once regularly took from editorial 
writers, columnists and radio-TV 
commentators has diminished in 
recent months to almost nothing. 
There are a number of 
tions of the new 
lywood” 


ee 











*““be-kind-to-Hol- 
treatment, but, in any 


case, industry flacks are not fooled | 


into thinking that a new 
anti-pic comment couldn't 
out again at any minute. 

One of the principal reasons be- 
| hind the new attitude is believed 
| to be the assiduous campaign by 
both the Council of Motion Picture 
Organizations and the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America to call to 
task erring writers and commenta- 
| tors. Charles Collingwood, CBS-TV 
chatterer, was on the receiving end 
|of a gentle whip-lashing of that 
nature last week. 

MPAA, which used to shrug off 
pretty much unfavorable cracks 
about Hollywood, now employs a 
careful system of checks on both 
the press and radio-TV. Director 
|of information Alfred Corwin regu- 
larly paws through thousands of 
newspaper and mag clips touching 
on films and employes a _ profes- 
| sional listening-watching outfit to 
keep the MPAA informed of any 
| bit of nasty comment on the air. 
Letters to the offenders prompt- 
ily go out from Corwin and fre- 


rash of 
break 


| quently, also, from Charles E. Mce- 
Carthy, director of info for 
COMPO. They normally don't ask 
for retractions, since 
much too late to do any good any- 
| way. They merely point out the 
| faets, as compared with the state- 
ments made in the press or on the 
| air. 

This appears to be having a salu- 


| 
} 


all of the invidious comment comes 
(Continued on page 22) 
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3,500 Shutterings 
Since the War 


Total of 3,500 U. S. film theatres 
have shuttered since the end of 
| World War II, it’s shown in results 
‘of a survey conducted by National 
| Screen Service. 
| The trailer outfit has offices in 
| all key cities and its field reps 
| gathered the statistics for the 
i Council of Motion Picture Organ- 
izations. COMPO, in turn, will 
|}use them to support its campaign 
|to repeal the 20°. Federal admis- 
sions tax. Figures on the number 
| of new theatres which cropped up 
|in the same period are now being 
| compiled. 
| Data on exhibition’s fatalities 
will be underlined to the nation’s 
|law-makers in the effort to con- 
| vince them that the 20° b.o. levy 
|imposes too great a hardship on 
theatremen. Industryites across 
the country have mapped plans to 
contact Senators and Congressmen 
in their respective areas to sock 
across the message. 

Of the 3.500. about 50 will be 
selected by the COMPO headquar- 
ters in New York, it’s understood, 
and these will be scrutinized by 
COMPO committees in the field. 
COMPO execs have in mind that 
a carefuk analysis of the closed 
situations will show the 20° tax 
as the villain which caused their 








,demise. An accurate picture of 
the reasons for darkening the 
{houses, it’s felt, also will show 


that overcrowding of theatres was 
not much of a factor at all. The 
check on 50 situations should be 
representative of all shuttered 
spots, it’s believed. 





ACE Honors Pair 
Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Second quarterly awards voted 
by American Cinema Editors, Inc., 
| went to Adrienne Fazan and Danny 
Cahn. 
| Miss Fazan won the prize for ed- 
| iting “Singin’ In the Rain,” Metro 
|picture, and Cahn for “I Love 
| Lucy,” the Lucille Ball-Desi Arnaz 
television show. 
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tary cumulative effect. Practically | 


COMPO Mapping Extensive Survey 


~ As Info in Industry Fight Vs. 20% Tax 





Once an Actor... 
Hollywood, Aug. 26 
When Will Rogers, Jr., con- 
| sented to play the role of his 
father in “The Story of Will 
Rogers” (WB), he declared it 
would be his first and last ap- 
pearance in film. 

Now he is signed for a tele- 
pic, “Life, Liberty and Orin 
Dooley,” by Film Gems, and is 
reading three scripts submitted 
by major studios. 


Preminger Sees 
Film Censorship 
Soon Powerless 


Although acknowledging that 
| progress has been made in the 
| handling and interpretation of the 
production code, director-producer 
| Otto Preminger believes that the 














sorship in films will be as power- 
less as in the theatre. In Gotham 


after completing ‘The Murder” for 
RKO, Preminger said he based his 
of the Supreme Court in the 
“Miracle” and “Pinky” cases. 
Elimination of the code will not 
result in a spate of “dirty” 
Preminger believes, but will 





do 


| films governed by a code set 
many years ago. Pictures 
| been following a formula,” Pre- 
;|minger said, “since the whole 
thinking in buying and writing of 
i stories is influenced by the cen- 
| sor.” 
| “Pressure groups,” he declared, 
| “do not picket big boxoffice suc- 
|cesses,” adding that he didn't 
| think that picketing activity would 
|hurt an outstanding picture. Al- 
| though he said he was not a “join- 
'er,” he declared that he was ready 
to align himself with any organ- 


up 


| 


| 


| ination of film censorship. 


| He said, however, that there was 
little that the creative talent in 
| the industry could do about it and 
| that the major push would have to 
|; come from the executive branch of 
the industry. 

Preminger’s next 
|The Moon Is Blue,” which he also 
| directed for the stage. Pic rolls in 
| January, for United Artists re- 
|lease. David Niven is set for the 
male lead with the possibility of 
jan unknown essaying the femme 
starring role. 


READE TV CO. FILES 
FOR UHF STATION 


Washington, Aug. 26. 

Walter Reade, Jr., head of the 
Reade theatre circuit. is the prin- 
cipal stockholder of Atlantic Video 
Corp., Asbury Park, N. J., which 
filed an application today (Tues.) 
with the Federal Communications 
Commission for a UHF television 
station. Reade chain operates the- 
atres in New York and New Jersey. 

Application was filed through 
Marcus Cohn, Reade circuit's 
Washington attorney. 


McIntyre Now Heads 
| Entire S. Pacific for U 


| Sydney, Aug. 26. 


film will 








| ization that set as its goal the elim- | 


Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations is planning to under- 
take to break down the trade’s re- 


| luctanee to talk about itself via an 


extensive survey likely to be con- 


| ducted by an independent statisti- 


cal outfit. Hope is to amass com- 
prehensive data covering industry 
operations over the past 15 years. 

Purpose of the survey is to give 


| the industry full knowledge of it- 


| 
| 
| 


self, and this, in turn, can be 


| imparted to Congressional commit- 
|tees at hearings on repealing the 
! 


| 


time is not too far off when cen-| 


Federal admissions tax. COMPO 
special counsel Robert W. Coyne 
and other of the outfit’s officials 
anticipate that House Ways and 
Means Committeemen will want a 
thorough-going account of the in- 
dustry’s up§ and dawns, including 
theatre closing trends, before they 
consider killing the 20% levy. 

Investigation by National Screen 
Service (see separate story) dis- 
closed that 3,500 houses have been 
shuttered since the end of World 
War II. Plans for the independent 
survey include a probe of the in- 
dustry’s overall economy and the 
extent to which it figures in the 
national fiscal picture. 

Info Aimed For 

Aimed for will be the precise 
number of theatres now in opera- 
tion, their grosses, pic policies, the 


|effects they have on Satellite busi- 


to line up a legit directorial chore | 


prediction on the recent decisions | 
; much 
pix, | 
|}away with “the standardization of | 


have | 


nesses in each area, figures on pro- 
duction and exhibition costs, ef- 
fects on cultural life in each com- 
munity. Conclusions on these then 
will be interpreted in terms of how 
the Internal Revenue col- 
lectors are now drawing, how much 
will be lost as additional houses, 
burdened by the tax, go out of 
business. Further, the anticipated 
results of the inquiry will indicate 
how much the Government could 
gain, via repeal of the tax, through 


| more employment, personal income 


|crowded state 





be | 


taxes from theatremen and upped 
corporate revenue. 

It's believed the survey could do 
much to counter the theory, which 
some lawmakers might advance, 
that exhibition grew to an over- 
and the demise of 
some theatres was a normal eco- 
nomic development. It’s obvious 
that if some communities had been 
supporting, say, three theatres for 
a number of years and one of the 
three is now forced out of busi- 
ness, overcrowding could not be 
held responsible. 

Exhibs traditionally have resist- 
ed any effort to learn the facts 
about their individual economy. 
However, they might be more in- 
formative in view of the tax fight. 





: N.Y. Roxy Fate Awaits 


Sept. 5 Exec Huddles; 
Policy Change Unlikely 


Edward Zabel, film buyer for 
Fox-West Coast and a principal 
aide to: National Theatres topper 
Charles P. Skouras, is due in New 
York Sept. 5 for huddles regard- 
ing the future of the Roxy Theatre, 
N. Y. The Skouras outfit takes con- 
trol of the Broadway showcase 
Sept. 27, when divorcement of 
20th-Fox theatre and production- 
distribution organizations becomes 
effective. 

Policy for the Roxy is understood 
not yet determined by NT. Zabel 


| will study the house and in con- 


| companies, 


fabs with managing director David 
Katz possibly prepare recommenda- 
tions for Skouras. It is believed un- 
likely that there will be much 


| change except that the theatre will 
| reach out for best product from all 


| Here McIntyre, who has headed | 


| Universal's activities in Australia 
| for the past 33 years, has had his 

duties expanded to take in the en- 
| tire South Pacific area. He said 
| here today (Tues.) there would be 


|!no change in the Australian setup. | 


|New deal was worked out during 


| McIntyre’s visit to New York re-. 


| cently for huddles with U exec v.p. 
| Al Daff. Daff is a former Australian. 


instead of restricting 
itself to 20th pix, as at present. 
One of the immediate problems 
facing Zabel and Katz is film for 
the period after NT takes over. 
Only product booked now is 20th’'s 
“Monkey Business,” which will fol- 
low the current “What Price 
Glory” and carry the house just 
about up to the divorcement date. 
There’s understood to be a pos- 
sibility the theatre will shutter for 
a month or so for refurbishing. 
Otherwise, Zabel and Katz will 
have to make immediate arrange- 
ments for additional product. 
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New Product Ups L. 


$37,000, In Arms’ Smash 296, ‘Sky’ 
OK 276, ‘Paleface’ Lively $15,000 


Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 4 

Despite another earthquake in 
this area, overall biz outlook is 
good currently with “Merry Widow” 
pacing four new bills to okay 
grosses. “Widow” is heading for 
socko $32,000 in two theatres 
closely pressed by “High Noon” at 
around $30,000 for second frame 
in four houses. 

“World in Arms” looks smash 
$29,000 or close in two spots while 
“Son of Paleface” is rated nice 
$15,000, also in two. “Big Sky” is 
below hopes with $27,000 in a pair 
of houses, but still okay. 

Estimates for This Week 


Los Angeles, Chinese, Loyola, 
Ritz (FWC) (2,997; 2,048; 1,248; 
1,370; 70-$1.10)——“High Noon” 


(UA) and “Navajo” (Lip) (2d wk). 
Good $20,000. Last week, rousing 
$53,500. 

Hollywood, Wiltern, Los Angeles 
Paramount (WB-UPT) (2,756; 2,344; 
3,300; 70-$1.10)—‘“Where’s Char- 
ley” (WB) and “Gold Fever” (Mono) 
(L.A. Par only) 42d wk). Fair $17,- 
000 or less. Last week, $23,500. 

Loew’s State, Egyptian (UATC)| 
(2.404; 1,538; 70-$1.10)-—“Me 
Widow” (M-G). Great $32,000. Last 
week, “Washington Story” (M-G) 
and “Holiday for Sinners” (M-G) 
(9 days), $14,500. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
752: 2,812; 70-$1.10)—“Affair Trin- 
idad” (Col) and “Rainbow Round 
Shoulder” (Col) (3d wk). Big $21,- 
000 or close. Last week, $29,500. 

Beverly Hills, Downtown (WB) | 
(1,612; 1,757; 80-$1.50) —“What 
Price Glory” (20th) (2d wk). Fair- 
ish $11,000. Last week, $16,000. 

Rialto, Vogue (Metropolitan- 
FWC) (840; 885; 70-$1.10)—“Son of 
Paleface” (Par). Nice $15,000. Last 
week, Rialto, Hollywood Para- 
mount, “Jumping Jacks” (Par) (4th 
wk), $9,000. (Vogue 2d run). 

Hollywood Paramount, Palace 
(F&M-Metropolitan) (1,430; 1,230; 
70-$1.10)—“World in Arms” (U). 
Smash $29,000 or close. Last week, 
Par with Rialto; Palace 2d-run. 

Orpheum, Fox Beverly (Metro- 

olitan-FWC) (2,213; 1,352; 80- 
1.50)—“Big Sky” (RKO). Okay 
$27,000, but under hopes. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 80-$1.50) 
—“Carrie” (Par) (2d wk). Okay 
$69,000. Last week, $13,700. 

Four Star (UATC) (900; 85-$1.20) 
—"“Wild Heart” (RKO) (6th wk). 
Good $3,200. Last week, $3,000. 

Globe (FWC) (782; 70-90) — 
“Don't Bother Knock” (20th) and 
“Massacre Hill” (Indie) (4th wk). 
Held at $2,800. Last week, $3,900. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,106; 70-$1.10)— 
“Lost Alaska” (U) and “Flame Sac- 
ramento” (Rep) (reissue) (2d wk). 
Thin $1,700. Last week, with 
United Artists, $7,500. 


‘Zero’ Soars in Cleve To 
Lofty 186, ‘Mask’ 136, 
‘In Arms’ Crisp 106, 2d 


Cleveland, Aug. 26. 

Spell of low temperatures came 
at just the right time for “One 
Minute to Zero,” flying to smart- 
est take currently at Palace. ‘Car- 
rie” at State, however, looks only 
fair. Second round of “World in 
His Arms” continues extra lively 
while “Ivanhoe” on fourth at Still- 
man remains big. Allen’s “Lady in 
Iron Mask” looms okay. 


Estimates for This Week 
Allen (Warner) (3,000; 55-85) — 
“Lady in Iron Mask” (20th). Good 
$13,000. Last week, “Where's 
Charley” (WB), $12,000. 
Hipp (Telemagement) (3,700; 55- 
85)—""World in His Arms” (U) (2d 
wk). Extra lively $10,000 follow- 
ing sock $16,000 last lap. 
Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-85) — 
“One Minute to Zero” (RKO). 
Strong $18,000. Last week, “Sud- 
den Fear” (RKO) (2d wk), $12,500. 
State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-85) — 
“Carrie” (Par). Fair $10,000. Last 





ITY | very weak at Golden Gate. 


A.; ‘Widow Sock 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week ........$660,300 
(Based on 20 theatres) 
Last Year .. . -$626,000 


(Based on 19 theatres) 











Hampton- Wagons’ 
Tall 32146, Frisco 


San Francisco, Aug. 26. 


Big news her this session is the 
great week being done by Lionel 
Hampton’s band topping vaude 
lineup with “Wagons West” . at 
Paramount. “Big Sky” looms big 
at the huge Fox but “Duel At 
Silver Creek” shapes mild at Or- 
pheum. “Washington Story” is 


Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 65- 
95)—“Washington Story” (M-G) 
and “House of Oriental Evil” (In- 
die). Pallid $8,500. Last week, 
“Wild Heart” (RKO), blah $7,200. 


Fox (FWC) (4,651; 65-95)—‘“Big 
Sky” (RKO). Good $19,000 or 
over. Last week, “Dreamboat” 
(20th) and “Capt. Black Jack” (In- 
die), $17,500. 


Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 80- 
$1.50)—“Ivanhoe” (M-G)- (4th wk). 
Sturdy $16,000. Last week, $19,000. 
Paramount (Par) (2,646; $1- 
$1.25)—“Wagons West” (Mono) 
plus vaude headed by Lionel 
Hampton orch. Standout in city, 
great $32,500. Last week, “Be- 
cause of Sally” (U) and “You for 
Me” (M-G), $12,500. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 65-95)— 
“Carrie” (Par) (3d wk). Oke $7,000. 
Last week, $9,000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 65- 
95)—"“Duel At Silver Creek” (U) 
and “Lost in Alaska” (U). Mild 
$10,000. Last week, “Affairs in 
Trinidad” (Col) and “Rainbow 
a Shoulder” (Col) (3d wk), 


,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) 
(1,207; 65-95)—“High Noon” (UA) 
(4th wk). Pleasing $7,500. Last 
week, $8,500. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (370; 85-$1) — 
“Franchise Affair” (Indie) and 
“Five Women” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Okay $2,600. Last week, $2,800. 

Clay (Rosener) (400; 65-85) — 
“Kind Hearts, Coronets” (UA) 
(reissue). Good $2,200. Last week, 
“The Prize” (Indie) (2d wk) $1,900 
in 5 days. 

Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85) — 
“Faithful City” (RKO). Nice $2,- 
600. Last week, “Pepe Le Moko” 
(Indie) and “Children of Para- 
dise” (Indie) (reissues), $2,100 in 


‘Show’ Great $14,000 In 
Indpls.; Married’ 126 


Indianapolis, Aug. 26. 

Biz has taken a spurt at first- 
runs here this week, cool weather 
and strong attractions ali around 
giving it a push. “Greater Show” 
playing the Indiana for first time 
at regular prices, is big to lead 
city. “We're Not Married,” at 
Circle, is extra good and almost 
as big. “Affair in Trinidad” is 
holding up nicely in second stanza 
at Loew’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 50- 
76)— “We're Not Married” (20th) 
and “Black Swan” (20th) (reissue). 
Dandy $12,000. Last week, “World 
In Arms” (U), $10,500, 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 50-76) — 
“Greatest Show” (Par). Hefty $14,- 
000. Last week, “Where’s Charley” 
(WB) and “Three For Bedroom C” 
(WB), $10,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; 50-76)— 
“Affair in Trinidad” (Col) and 
“Rainbow Round Shoulder” (Col). 
Neat $10,000 after big $13,000 
opener. 

Lyrie (C-D) (1,600; 50-76)—‘‘Duel 
at Silver Creek” (U) and “Two 
Weeks, With Love” (M-G) (reissue). 
Fancy $6,000. Last week, “Will 
Rogers” (WB) and “Storm Over 
Tibet’ (Col) (m.o.), $5,000. 


‘Glory’ Wham 186, 
St. L., ‘Charley 116 


St. Louis, Aug. 26. 


Biz at firstruns here this stanza 
is holding up nicely, cool weather 
on tap Sunday (24) proving a real 
hypo to boxoffice activity. “What 
Price Glory” is headed for a sock 
session at the Fox while “Jumping 
Jacks” paired with “World in His 
Arms,” both on moveover, are 
rated neat at Ambassador. ‘‘Where’s 
Charley” looms good at the Mis- 
souri. “Affair in Trinidad” shapes 
solid on second round at Loew’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60- 
75)—“Jumping Jacks” (Par) and 
“World in Arms” (U), (m.o.s.). Neat 
$13,000. Last week, “Robin Hood” 
(RKO), $15,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75)—“‘What 
Price Glory” (20th) and “Feudin’ 
Fools” (Mono). Sock $18,000. Last 
week “Jumping Jacks” (Par) and 
“Atomic City” (Par) (8d wk-3 days), 
good $4,500. é 

Loew (Loew’s) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Affair in Trinidad’ (Col) and 
“Harem Girl’ (Col) (2d wk). Solid 
$14,000 following wow $21,000 
opening frame. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75)— 
“Where's Charley” (WB) and “Cap- 
tain Pirate” (Col). Good $11,000. 
Last week “Sally and St. Anne” 
(U) and “World in Arms” (VU), fine 
$12,500. . 

Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 
80)-—‘‘Outcast of Islands” (UA) (2d 
wk). Nite $3,500 after $4,000 open- 
ing session. 

Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800; 
90)—“‘Outcast of Islands’ (UA) (2d 








6 days. 


wk). Fast $4,000 following $4,500 
initial stanza. 





Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 

With its myriad attractions, the 
annual Minnesota State Fair is 
giving the cinemas their usual 
rough time here currently. How- 
ever, such newcomers as “Greatest 
Show on Earth,” for its initial reg- 
ular admission run; “What Price 
Glory” and “World in His Arms,” 
loom very big. “Where’s Char- 
ley” is way below hopes for the 
huge Radio City. “Jumping Jacks” 
looks okay on moveover for third 
downtown week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-76)— 





week, “Anybody Seen My Gal” (U), 
$8,500. 
Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 55-85) 
-——‘‘Ivanhoe” (M-G) (4th wk). Swell 
$13,500, after $18.500 last folio. 


“Jumping Jacks” (Par) (m. 0.) Okay 
| $4,500. Last week, “Rains Came” 
| (20th) and “Leave Her to Heaven” 
(20th) (reissues), $3,500. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; .50-76)— 


Tower (Telemagement) (550; 55-| “World in His Arms” (U). Great 


85)—""Two Lost Worlds” (UA) and 
Nice $3,500. 
Bother to! 


“Korea Patrol” (UA), 
Last week, “Don’t 
Knock” (20th) (m.o.), $3,300. 





j Lower Mall (Community) (585): 



































55-85)-—““Art of Love” (Indie) and 
“Bedroom Diplomat” (Indie) (re-| 


State Fair Hurts Mols.: ‘Show Socko 
106, ‘Glory Hot 96, ‘Arms’ Great 76 


“Greatest Show” (Par). Was not so 
sock first time around at advanced 
admissions, but at popscale here 
looks smash $10,000. Last week, 
“Wagons West” (Mono) and “Afri- 
can Treasure” (Mono), $3,500. 
Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-76)— 
“Where’s Charley” (WB). Well- 
liked musical, but Ray Bolger’s 
name means little to local pix fans. 
Mild $7,000. Last week, {Jumping 
Jacks” (Par) (2d wk), $7,500. 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 40- 
76)—“Island of Desire” (UA). 
Mediocre $5,000 looms. Last week, 
“Affair in Trinidad” (Col), $13,000. 
| “RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 40-76)— 
“Affair in Trinidad” (Coi) (m.o.). 
| Second loop week will be enough 
| for this one which chalked up nifty 
figures in its Orpheum stanza. 
Only okay $5,000. Last 





week, 


$7,000. Last week, “Outcast of Is- “King Kong” (RKO) and “Leopard 


| lands” (UA), $3,800. 
Lyceum’ (Nederlander) 


(1,859; 
| 90-$1.25)—“The Miracle” 


|Man” (RKO) (reissues) (m. 0.) split 
with “Sword in the Desert” (U) 


(Indie). and “Rogues Regiment” (U) (re- 


Opened Sunday (24). Hasn’t had issues), $4,000. 


the agitation and newspaper pub-| 


State (Par) (2,300; 50-76)—“What 


issues). Perky $4,000. Last ween. licity that it had in New York city, Price Glory” (20th). High ‘powered 


“Encore” (Par) (2d wk), $2,500. 


Ohio (Loew's) (1,300; 55-85) — 
“Dreamboat” (20th) (m.o.) (3d wk). 
Satisfactory $4,500 on heels of | ing heavy here. 


$6,000 last round, 


and isn’t stirring up contention 


here. Winning praise, but Italian 
and other foreign pictures, except- | week, “Will Rogers” (WB), $8,500. 


| exploitation have _ turnstiles 


| greased. Big $9,000 shapes. Last 


ing occasional British hits, find go- | World (Mann) (85-$1.20)—“We're 


Lyric (Par) (1,000; 


| Not Married” (20th) (3d wk). Neat 


50-76) — | $3,000. Last week, $4,000. 


Fear’ Wow $30,000 


in Hub; Knock’ 


~~ Loud $21,000, ‘Glory’ Terrif $20.00 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ....... $2,316,500 
(Based on 23 cities, 175 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 





ing N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ......- $2,652,300 


(Based on 25 cities, and 208 
theatres.) 


Pitt; Happen’ 66 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 26. 
Stanley is doing the real busi- 
ness of the town this week with 
Joan Crawford’s “Sudden Fear,” 
which shapes up as the best thing 
in the straight-pictures this WB 
deluxer has had in a long time. 
Second stanza holdovers of “Merry 
Widow” at Penn, “Affair in Trini- 
dad” at Harris and “Don’t Bother 
to Knock” at Fulton are all doing 
well. Squirrel Hill doing fair 
enough with “Island Rescue.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85)— 
“Don’t Bother to Knock” (20th) 
(2d wk). Holding up okay at $5,- 
000 on top of big $8,500 last week. 
Harris (Harris) (2,200; 50-85)— 
“Affair in Trinidad” (Col) (2d wk). 


way today for “World in His Arms” 
(U). Last week, “Trinidad” was 


sock $12,000. 

Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 50-85)— 
“Merry Widow” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Closing out briskly to at least $11,- 
000, enough to send picture over 
to Ritz for continuation of down- 
town run when “Son of Paleface” 
(Par) opens Saturday (30). Last 
week, thumping $19,000. 

Squirrel Hill (WB) (900; 50-85)— 
“Island Rescue” (U). Nice $2,500 or 


over. Last week, “Prelude to 
Fame” (U), $2,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 50-85)— 
“Sudden Fear’ (RKO). Biggest 


thing house has had in a long time. 
Joan Crawford starrer, helped by 
personal of Director David Miller 
before opening, with plenty of 
newspaper space, shooting for ter- 
rific $16,000. Last week, ““‘Where’s 
Charley” (WB), $13,000. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Anything Can ee (Par) and 
“Denver & Rio rande” (Par). 
Fairly good $6,000, better than 
twinners usually do here. Last 
week, “Tale of Five Women” (UA) 
and “Fighter” (UA), $5,000. 


‘DUEL’ LOFTY $11,500 
IN PORT; ‘ROBIN’ 106 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 26. 
Town is loaded with action pic- 
tures this week, and biz looks good. 
“Robin Hood,” “Island of Desire” 
and “Duel at Silver Creek” all 
opened well. “Duel” looms stand- 
out with big total. 

Estimates for This Week 
. Broadway (Parker) 1,890; 65-90) 
—‘Duel at Silver Creek” (U) and 
“Lost In Alaska” (U). Big $11,500. 
Last week, “Francis o West 
Point” (U) and “Dark Command” 
(Rep) reissue) (2d wk), $8,500. 

Guild (Parker) (400; 65-90)— 
“Bitter Rice” (Indie). Nifty $2,- 
500. Last week, on second-run. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,850; 65-90) 
—‘Robin Hood” (RKO). Tall $10,- 
000 or near. Last week, “High 
Noon” (UA) and “The Lady Says 
No” (UA) (3d wk), $8,500. 

Mayfair (Evergreen) (1,500; 65- 
90)—"“‘Dreamboat” (20th) and “Red 
Snow” (Col) (m.o.). Oke $5,000. 
Last week, legit play. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 65- 
90)—“Don’t Bother To Knock” 
(20th) and “Rains Came” (20th) 
(reissue), day-date with Orpheum. 
—, roy i ee “Dream- 

at” « and “Red Snow” (Col), 
eh 

rpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 65- 
90)\—“Don’t Bother To Knock” 
(20th) and “Rains Came” (20th) 
(reissue), also Oriental. Nice $9,- 
000. week, ‘“Dreamboat”’ 





= same, 

aramount (Evergreen) (3,400; 
65-90)—“Island of Desire (UA) and 
Assassins For Hire” (Indie). Okay 
$8,500. Last week, “Jumping 
Jacks (Par) and “Atomic City” 
(Par) (2d wk), $7,300. 

United Artists (Parker) (890: 65- 
90)—“Tales of Hoffmann” (UA), on 
popscale run. Good $7,000 or 
over. Last week, “Lovely Look 





At” (M-G) (4th wk), $4,600. 


Will finish strong at $7,000, making | 909 


s 
(20th) and “Red Snow” (Col), also | 


; Boston, Aug. 
“Sudden Fear” at Memorial: nye 
by strong TV campaign, jig 
ar out in front this stanza and 
best in some time at sock total 
“What Price Glory” at Boston alse 
shapes sock with “Don’t Bother to 
Knock” at Paramount and Feny. ay 
ditto. “Affair in Trinidad” in sec. 
ond frame at Astor looks solid 
but “Carrie” in second round at 
Met looms way off. “Dreamboat” 
at State and Orpheum, holding 
four days of second week, shapes 
good on 11-day run. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 50-95)—“ar. 
fair in Trinidad” (Col) (24 wk) 
Still solid $11,000. Last week, 
great $17,000. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (689: 
50-90)—“Bank Dick” (U) and “Lit. 
}tle Chickadee” (U) (reissues) (2g 
| wk). Okay at $3,000 following sun 
prising $4,300 in first. 

Boston (RKO) (3,000: 40-85)W— 
“What Price Glory” (20th) and 
“Last Train Bombay” (Col). Smash 
$20,000. Last week. “Lost in 
Alaska” (U) and “Sailors on 
Leave” (Rep) (reissue), $11,000. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300: 60-80) 
“Edward and Caroline” (Indie) (24 
wk). Holding near $4,000 follow. 
ing oke $5,000 first. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85) 
“Don’t Bother to Knock” (20th) 
and “Army Bound” (Mono). Nice 
$5,500. Last week, “Where's 
Charley” (WB) and “Arctic Flight” 
(Mono), $4,800. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Sudden Fear” (RKO) and “Capt. 
Black Jack” (Indie). Socko $30.- 
. Last week, “World in Arrfs” 
(U) and “Stolen Face” (Lip) (2d 
wk), sock $17,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367: 40- 
85)—*‘Carrie” (Par) and “Feudin' 
Fools” (Mono) (2d wk). Poor $9,- 
000 following sluggish $12,500 first 
round. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Dreamboat” (20th) and “Holiday 
for Sinners” (M-G). Holding 4 
days in second week and looks 
good $21,000 for 11 days. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—‘Don’t Bother to Knock” (20th) 
and “Army Bound” (Mono). Good 
$15,500. Last week, ‘“Where’s 
Charley” (WB) and “Arctic Flight” 
(Mono), $13,800. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Dreamboat” (20th) and “Holiday 
for Sinners” (MG). Wound first 
week at $9,000, holding for 4 addi- 
— days with oke $13,200 for 11 

ays, 


‘Noon’ Sharp $11,000 In 
Omaha; ‘Hunter’ Bangup 
9G, ‘Affair’ Fat 66, 2d 


Omaha, Aug. 26. 

Downtown houses are all in 
cheerful mood although grosses 
are not quite up to those of a year 
ago. They are considerably better 
than four months ago. “High !scon” 
looks sharp at the Orpheum. “'Is- 
land of Desire” and “As You Were” 
opened Saturday at the State. 
“Ivory Hunter” plus “No Room 
for the Groom” shapes solid at the 
Omaha. “Affair in Trinidad” still 
is trim on its holdover stanza at 
Brandeis. Saturday midnight shows 
are being used with good results. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
70)—“High Noon” (UA) and “Glory 
Alley” (M-G). Sharp $11,000. Last 
week, “We're Not Married” (20th) 
and “Outcasts Poker Flat” (20th), 
$9,500. : 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-70) 
—“Ivory Hunter” (U) and “No 
Room for Groom” (U). Solid $9,000. 
Last week, “World in Arms” (U} 
aC ‘es = a wanews Man 
(M-G), big $8 ; 

State (Goldberg) (865; 25-76)— 
“Island of Desire’ (UA) and “AS 
You Were” (Lip). Opened Saturday 
(23). Last week, “Pat and Mike 
(M-G) and “Washington Story” (2d 
wk), fine $6,000. 4 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-70) — 
“Affair in Trinidad” (Col) ‘2d wk). 
Fine $6,000. Last week, big $7,500. 


‘Knock’ Robust $9,000, _ 
Denver; ‘Arms’ Big 2516 
Denver, Aug. 26. 
First-run biz ranges from at 
to good here this week. rues? 
Bother To Knock” shapes fast 2 
Aladdin. “World in His Arms go 
two extra days at Denver _— 
Esquire, unusual for them, bes 
big total in 9 days, both spots. 
“Carrie” is rated nice at Denhal 
Estimates for This Week a 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 50 OF oth) 
“Don’t Bother to Knock) (O 

and “Shores of Tripoli” (20th) 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Fall Weather Perks Chi: ‘In Arms’ 
Socko $35,000, Desire’ Fancy 17G:. 
Knock Loud 216, ‘Charley’ 406, 24 


Chicago, Aug. 26. + 

Loop business is picking up from 
last week, which had a slight dip, 
with fall-like weather first part of 
week doubtlessly boosting trade. 














Estimates Are Net 
Film gross estimates ag re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 


‘Knock* Mighty $16,000, 
Toronto, ‘Show’ 136, 2d 


Toronto, Aug. 26. 
_ Both very big, “Don't Bother to 
| Knock” and “Lovely to Look At” 
| are leading newcomers this week. 
“Greatest Show” is topping the 
holdovers with big second week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Crest, Downtown, Glendale, May- 





fair, Scarboro, State (Taylor) (863; 
1,059; 955; 470; 698: 694; 35-60) — 
“Robinson Crusoeland” (IFD) and 


500. Last week. “Hawks in Sun” 





Most of bills are holdovers; but are 
doing great biz: 
There are only two new entries, 
“World in His Arms” at the State- | 
Lake, is tops with socko $35,000. | 
“Island of Desire” and “Holiday 
For Sinners” should rack up com- 
fortable $17,000 for United Artists. 
“Don’t Bother to Knock” and | prices, however, as indicated, 
“Glory Alley” at the Roosevelt in| include the U. S. amusement 
second frame is landing smash to-| tax. 
tal. The Chicago, with upped scale 
on “Where's Charley” plus Frances | 


Langford in person, ‘still looks | 
pleasant also in second. “Las Vegas | ecor )) 6) 
Story” aided by “Half-Breed” may | 3 


get a neat total for second stint at 
: » 
For M&L, Philly 


ous key cities, are met; Lb. @& 
without the 20% tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come, 

The parenthetic admission 





























Grand. 

“Greatest Show on Earth” is dis- 
playing remarkable staying powers | 
at Palace with 17th week promising | 
another sweet session. “Son of = 
Paleface” at the Oriental picked .,.. _, Philadelphia, Aug. 26. 
up and should have smart takings | City is still talking about the 
for fourth round. “Big Sky” at the | record week (6 days) hung up at 
Woods also is perky $15,000 in its | the Mastbaum by Martin and 
fourth stanza. | Lewis. Heading the vaude show 


edy team scored a sensational $92,- 


Estimates for This Week | with “Washington Story,” the com- | 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) |600 despite having to lower the 
—Where’s Charley” (WB) with | samission for youngsters after 
Frances Langford onstage (2d wk). | squawks from patrons. Had the 
Neat $40,000. Last week, big booking come during regular sea- 


$54,000. son, the pair might have cracked 
Grand (RKO) (1,500; 55-98)—| th. $100,000 mark at this vast 
“Las Vegas Story” (RKO) and house. 


“Half-Breed” (RKO) (2d wk). Brisk 
$10,000. Last week, great $18,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400: 98)— 
“Son of Paleface” (Par) (4th wk). 
Lusty $25,000. Last week, $22,000. 

Palace (Eitel) (2,500; 98-$1.25)— 
“Greatest Show” (Par) (17th wk). 
Still solid with $22,000. Last week, 
$21,000. 


Resnevelt @B&K) 200) 5 60) 
“Don’t Bother to Knock” ( th) an 
Glory Alley” (M-G) (2d wk). Smart | ,, Areadia (S&S) (625; 85-$1.20)— 
$21,000. Last week, socko $25,000. | “Scaramouche” (M-G) (11th wk). 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) | Nice $6,500. Last week, $4,500. 
—“World in His Arms” (U). Good Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—“Just 


iat ; ; is | for You” (Par). Good $15,000. Last 
ey a Penn a pe week, “High Noon” (UA) (4th wk), 
teak “ET: ” per 7,000. 
) ~ P 

tive "Cl tee, ae -~. “arc | Fox (20th) (2,250: 50-99)—"Car- 
$23,000. - ; ibbean” (Par) (2d wk). Tepid $13,- 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 98)— | 900. Last week, solid $22,000. 
gencore” (Par) (4th wk). Bright| Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
$6.000. Last week, $6,500. 99)—“Sudden Fear (RKO), Mighty 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- | $25,000. Last week, “Robin Hood 
98)—“Island of Desire” (UA) and | (RKO) (3d wk), $8,500. 
“Holiday for Sinners” (M-G). Neat | | Mastbaum (WB) (4.360; 50-99)— 
$17,000. Last week, “King Kong” | “Where’s Charley” (WB). Opened 
(RKO) and “Leopard Man” (RKO) | Sunday (24). Last week, Wash- 
(reissues), smash $20,000. ington Story” (M-G) with Martin 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)—/|& Lewis onstage at upped scale bf 
“Big Sky” (RKO) (4th wk). Solid st ayn  vefones $92,600, new 
with $15,000. Last week, $18,000. ouse record. 

World (Indie) (587; 98)—“Young | _ Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 
and Damned” (Indie) (5th wk). Up |99/—“You for Me” (M-G), ‘Mild 


Film biz is at a summer peak 
this session. “Affair in Trinidad” 
is heading for smash total at Ran- 
dolph. “Sudden Fear,” in view of 
playing smaller house, the Gold- 
man, is making best actual showing 
with mighty figure. “Just For You” 
is rated better than expected with 
good total at the Boyd. 


Estimates for This Week 























to ni 4,500. , $4,200. | $6,000. Last week, “Don’t Bother 
ce $4,500. Last week, $4,200 Knock” (20th) (3 d wh), $8,000. 
Randolp! oldman ,000; - 
99)—“Affair in Trinidad” (Col). 
KC. Holdover Hap PY But Sock ag ~ near. an Papen 
’ “World in His Arms” (U) wk), 
Courier’ Smash $16,000, |; EF, np 

? ‘ ° 9 Stanley (WB) (2,900; -99)— 
‘Noon 86, Affair 96, 2d “Son of Ali Baba” (U). Poor $9,000. 
Last week, “Sally and St. Anne” 

Kansas City, Aug. 26. (U), $8,000. 

Town is holdover happy as five Stanton (WB) (1,473: 50-99)— 
of six situations have extended time | “Tomorrow Too Late” (Indie) (2d 
on current bills, and all are getting | wk). Okay $7,500. Last week, $11,- 
800d money. Single newcomer is | 000. 

Diplomatic Courier” in four Fox| Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 85-$1.20)— 
idwest first runs, with rousing | “Diplomatic Courier” (20th) (5th 


total in prospect. Weather has mod-/| wk). Nice $5,000. Last week, $5,- 
erated from the heavy heat of last | 500 


“rutnimaes for Ths Week| Fear” Hefty $13,000, D.C: 
‘Knock’-Vaude Good 226 


Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 50-75)~— 
Washington, Aug. 26. 








“Narrow Margin” (RKO) (4th wk) 

Oke $1,200. Last week, $1,500. 
Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 50-75) — 

“Affair in Trinidad” (Col) and 

“Rainbow Round Shoulder” (Col) | brisk pattern of recent weeks, wit 

(2d wk). Nice $9,000. Last week, newcomers helping. “Strange 

fancy $16,000. boca is doing double average 
Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 50-75)—/|b.o. at Columbia. , 

“High Noon” (UA) and “Two Guys |to Knock” plus vaude at Loew's 

a Gal” (UA) (2d wk). Best here in| Capitol, is good. “Sudden Fear, 

many i hefty at RKO Keith’s, is in hold- 
any months. Nifty $8,000 or | J , | Ac 

more. Last week, great $14,000. ;over class. Where Ss Charlie, at 
, .| Warner, shapes pleasing. World 
Paramount (Tri States) (1,900; in Arms” looks very big in second 

50-75)—“ Will Rogers” (WB) (2d | pints weeke ; 

Wk). Fair $4,000 in 4 days. Last Estimates for This Week 
cek, hearty $14,000. Capitol (Loew's) (3.434; 55-95)— 
Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gra- “Don’t Bother to Knock” 

Mada (Fox Midwest) (2,100: 2,043; plus vaude. Good $22.000. 

0; 1,217; —50-75)—“Diplomatic week, “When in Rome” (M-G), plus 

Courier” (20th) with “African yaude, $21,000, boff draw of “Miss 


Treasure” (Mono) dualled at Tower | Washington” beauty contest finals | 


and Granada only. One of better | onstage for single night heiping. 
Ims in these houses _ recently. | Dupont (Lopert) (372: 50-85)— 
Stays 8 days for rousing $16,000. | ““Latuko” (Indie) (4th wk). Steady 
Last week, “Lost in Alaska” (U) | $3,500 after $4,000 last week. 

and “For Men Only” (Lip), slow Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 50-85)— 
$t0.000 in 6 days. aes Fear” —* . ee 
“orue (Golden) (550; 50-85)— 000. ays. st_ week, “Wi 

‘e Spirit” (Indie) (2d wk). Heart” (RKO), $8,000, 

Ho cs perky at $1,400. Last week,| Metropolitan (Warner) (1,200; 50- 
$1.800. \ (Continued on page 18) 


tt 


Main stem biz continues along | 


“Don’t Bother z. 


(20th) | 
Last 


| (IFD) and “Models Inc.” (Cardinal), 
$16,000. 

Eglinton (FP) (1 080; 40-80) — 
| “Wild Heart” (RKO) (2d wk). Fair 
| $5,000. Last week. $7,500 
| Imperial (FP) (3,373; 50-80) — 

“One Minute to Zero” (RKO) (2d 
| wk). Fair $10,000. Last week. nice 
| $18,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,748; 50-80) — 
“Lovely Look at” (M-G). Fine $14.- 
000. Last week. “Island of Desire” 
(U) (2d wk), $9,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90) 
“Don’t Bother to Knock” (20th). 
Smash $16,000. Last week, “All 
Because of Sally” (U), $7,000. 





Shea’s (FP) (2,396; 40-80) — 
“Greatest Show” (Par) (2d wk). 
Still big at $13,000 Last week, 
$19,000. 

Tivoli, University (FP) (1,436: 
1,558; 40-80) — “Sudden Fear” 


(RKO) (2d wk), Nice $10,000. Last 
week, $15,000. 
Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-80) — 


“Just Across Street” (U). Light 
$5,000. Last week, “Untamed 
Frontier” (U), $6,500. 











‘Knock’ Smash 146 
Cincy Standout 


Cincinnati, Aug. 26, 

Downtown biz climb continues 
this round, helped by reopening of 
Capitol after eight-week layoff and 
above-par product. Biggest coin 
foes to “Where's Charley,” nice at 
Albee, but “Don't Bother to 
Knock” at Capitol is standout with 
smash session. “Affair in Trini- 
dad” at Palace is great in second 
week. “You For Me” is a winner 
at the Grand and “Jumping Jacks” 
is third-weeking the Lyric to fine 
takings. , 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100: 55-75) — 
“Where's Charley” (WB). Nice 
$15,000. Last week, “Jumping 


Jacks” (Par) (2d wk), great $15,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-75)— 
“Don’t Bother to Knock” (20th). 
Looks like rousing $14,000 for 
theatre’s reopening after eight 
weeks of shuttering and switchback 
to RKO Theatres management 
from Mid-States Theatres. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400: 55-75)— 
“You For Me” (M-G) and “Models, 
Inc.” (Indie). Good $9,500. Last 
week, “Strange World” (Indie) and 
“Red Planet Mars” (Indie), $10,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
“Jumping Jacks” (Par) (m.o.). Nine 
days. Solid $8,500 for third down- 
town stanza. Last week, “Whistle 
Stop” (Indie) and “Pitfall” (Indie), 
five days, $4.500. 

“Palace (RKO) 





Hefty $13,000 trailing smash $19,- 
000 preem. ° 


‘Widow’ Merry $15,000, 








Buffalo, Aug. 26. 
“The Merry Widow” at the Buf- 
falo looks to get the biggest coin 
in town this week with trim tak- 
ings. “Caribbean,” rated sturdy at 
' Paramount, and “Les Miserables,” 





big at Century, also are winners in| 


current session. “Carrie” is okay 
in second round at Center. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loew’s) (3,000; 40-70)— 
Merry Widow” (M-G). Merry 
$15,000 or near. Last week, “Don’t 
Bother to Knock” (20th) and “Sea 
| Tiger” (Indie) (9 days), $17,200. 
| Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
'“Caribbean” (Par). Sturdy $13.- 
000. Last week, “Where's Charley” 


(WB) and “Breakdown” (Mono), 
ditto. 

Center (Par) (2,100: 40-70)— 
“Carrie” (Par) (2d wk). Okay 


$7,000 after fancy $11,000 opener. 
| Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Lost in Alaska” (U) and “Duel at 
‘Silver Creek” (U). 
|Last week, “Cripple Creek” (Col) 


and “Whistle Eaton Falls” (Col), | 


| $7,500. 
Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70)—“Les Miserables” (20th) and 


“Wild Stallion” (Mono). Okay $12,- | 


(2,600; 55-75)— = 
“Affairs in Trinidad” (Col) (2d wk). | 


Buff.; ‘Miserables’ 14G, 


Fair $8,500. | 


} 


‘7 New Bills Boom B’way; ‘Quiet Man’ 
656, ‘Big Sky’ 38146, Fatima’ $42 800, 
Glory’ 876; ‘Ivanhoe’ 168G for 4th. 


Broadway first-run business con- (Par) (22d wk). 
| tinues to boom, with seven new | ended last night (Tues.) continued 
| bills and more mild weather help- | okay with $5,300 as against $5,200 
ing to keep trade in the higher | for 20th week 
brackets. Most theatres were hurt | weeks more. 


several days by the national Amer- | 


ican Legion convention. per usual, 
| but others appeared to benefit by 
the influx of out-of-towners. Box- 
office activity is resulting in one 
new high and several near-record 
weeks. 

Biggest money 
film bill is going to “Quiet Man” 
with a terrific $65,000 or near in 
first week at Capitol, close to 
record for films there. Pic, which 


| One ofethe biggest opening days in 


| years at this house. “Big Sky” also | nice 


{wound up with smash $38,500 
opening round at Criterion 
although Legion convention dis- 
tractions hurt Sunday and Monday. 

“Miracle of Our Lady of Fatima,” 
playing day-date at Astor and 

Bijou, looks like big $42,800 

Breaking opening-day mark at 
| Astor, pic is heading for smash 
| $35,000 at this house alone. It is 
doing nearly as well on reserved- 
seat policy at the Bijou. 

“What Price Glory,” with Mel 
Torme and iceshow heading stage 
lineup, shapes up for fine $87,000 
Opening session at the Roxy. 
Originally set for two weeks, this 
; Was extended yesterday to play a 
| third. “Francis Goes To West 
| Point” looms mild $11,000 at the 
| Globe. * 

“Ivory Hunter” set a new house 
| record with a $13,500 opening week 
at the Trans-Lux 52d St., being 
packed from outset. Legionnaires 
went, for the vaude at the Palace, 
pushing “Untamed Frontier,” with 
eight acts of vaudeville, to big 
$26,000 or better. 

“Ivanhoe,” with stageshow, con- 
tinues as the money champ with 
huge $168,000 or close in fourth 
stanza at the Music Hall, making it 
the biggest first four weeks ever 
at the Hall. “Les Miserables” is 
holding in fine style with $21,000 
for second round at the Rivoli. 

“Sudden Fear” continues socko 
at $36,000 in third frame at the 
State. “High Noon” still is in the 
chips by holding big with $20,500 
at the Mayfair. 

“Affair in Trinidad” looms very 
big with $24,000 in fourth week at 
the Victoria. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 


| 





| acts of vaude. 
| $26,000 or over 
| Of Ali Baba” (U), with vaude, fancy 


| 


for a_ straight | "Crimson 
| Louis Armstrong and his All-Stars, 


i 
| 


__| drew uniformly great reviews, had | with Don Cornell, Elliot Lawrence 


| 


i 





The 2lst round 


Stays for several 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 75-$1.40)— 
“Untamed Frontier” (U) and 8 
Looks to hit big 
Last week, “Son 
$21,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664: 80-$1.80) 
Pirate” (WB) with 


Gordon 
onstage. 


Ballantine 
(Wed.). 


orch, 
today 
Last week, “Jumping Jacks” (Par) . 


Jenkins 
Opens 


orch topping stage bill (Sth wk), 
$67,000 after $71,000 for 
fourth stanza. 

Park Avenue (Reade) (583; 90- 
$1.50) — “Brandy for Parson” 
(Indie) (2d wk). Initial holdover 
session ending Friday (29) heading 
for fine $5,600. Holding again. with 
“Mons. Fabre” (Indie) opening 
Sept. 6. First week for “Parson” 
was $8,000. 

Paris (Indie) (568: $1.25-$1.80)— 
“Casque D'Or” (Discina) (2d wk). 
First round ended Sunday (24) hit 
solid $8,200. In ahead. “Strange 
Ones” (Mayer) (3d wk), $6,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945: 80-$2.40)—“‘Ivanhoe” 
(M-G) with stageshow (4th wk). 
Holding at huge $168.000. Holds a 
fifth and for several more weeks 
at present pace. Third stanza was 








$170,600, slightly over hopes, and 
terrific for any third week at the 
Hall. This was less than $6,000 be- 
low first week of run. 

Rivoli (UAT) (2,092: 70-$1.50)—. 
“Les Miserables” (20th) (2d wk). 
Holding at fancy $21,000 or close. 
First week was $29,000. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 
“What Price Glory” (20th) plus 
Mel Torme, Elliott Reid, Tom & 
Jerry, iceshow heading stage bill. 
First stanza is heading for fine 
$87,000. Last week. “Dreamboat” 
(20th) with Tony Bennett, Phil 
Foster, iceshow onstage (4th wk), 
big $79,000, helped by sneak pre- 
view. This biz warranted holding 
over again but “Glory” had been 
delayed two weeks already in open- 
ing, and theatre wanted to get it 
launched, 

State (Loew’s) (3,450: 55-$1.25)— 
“Sudden Fear” (RKO) (3d wk), 





80-$2.20)— 








|—“Miracle of Our Lady of Fatima” | 


(WB). First week ending today 
(Wed.) is heading for smash $35,- 
000 or near, which is close to best 
opening sessions here. Holds. Ex- 
tensive ad campaign in dailies and 
on TV is helping to get this figure. 
In ahead, ‘Will Rogers” (WB) (5th 
wk), $5,500. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1,20- 
$2.40)—“Fatima” (WB). Looks like 
big $7,800 in first six days plus 
opening day for a total of 10 shows. 
his compares with actual capacity 
of $9,000 for this number of shows. 





served-seat show each night plus 
matinees Wednesday, Saturday and 
Sunday, Looks like it's in for a 
run, 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
—“Quiet Man” (Rep). Heading for 
terrific $65,000 in first week end- 
ing today (Wed.). Near record for 
straight films. Of course, it's hold- 
ing. This, too, had a great cam- 
paign on radio and in the dailies. 
Last week, “Carrie” (Par) (5th wk- 
8 days), $13,500. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.80) 
—“Big Sky” (RKO) (2d wk). Ini- 
tial round ended Monday (25) 
soared to wow $38,500, one of big- 
gest weeks here in some time. 
Makes second pic in a row to catch 
on at this house, “Robin Hood” 
(RKO-Disney) just having finished 
a very profitable longrun. Eighth 
week (5 days) was $7,000, okay for 
this stage of “Robin” run. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468: 90-$1.80) 








— Stranger in Between” (U) (2d | “Breakdown” (Real). 


wk). First round ended Monda 
(25) was socko $7,700. In ahead, 
“Outeast of Islands” (UA) 


great longrun. 


' : “Don’t Bother. to Knock” (20th) 
ei ne he em and “Captain Black Jack” (Clas- 


First stanza ending tomorrow 


i i “Where's 
Thurs.) is heading for mild $11,-|..2 ee a AO 
Last week, “Don't| Stolen Face” (Lip), $6,500. 


000. Holds. 
Bother To Knock” (20th) (5th wk), 
| $8,500 after a great longrun. 


'—“High Noon” (UA) 


| after sock $25,000 for fourth week. 


“Arctic Flight” (Indie). Big $14,-| Stays on. 
000. Last week. “The Jungle” (Lip) Normandie (Normandie 
and “Stolen Face” (Lip), $10,000. jatres) (592; 


* 


Regular week takes in one re-|$2 


Still socko at $36,000 after great 
$43,000, over hopes, for second 
week. Continues indef. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Man in White Suit” (y) (21st wk), 
Still in chips with $6,600 for 20th 
round ended Monday (25) after 
$7,000 for 19th wk. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
90-$1.50)—“ Lady Vanishes” (Indie) 
(reissues) (4th wk). Held at $4,000 
after sturdy $5,200 for third week. 

Tr 52d St. (T-L) (540; 
90-$1.50)—“Ivory Hunter” (U) (2d 
wk). Initial stanza ended Sunday 
(24) hit great $13,500, new high 
for house. In ahead, “High Trea- 
a (Indie) ® (13th © wk days), 





Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 70- 
$1.80)—" Affair in Trinidad” (Col) 
(Sth wk). Fourth round ended last 
night (Tues.) continued very big 
with $24,000 after great $33,000 for 
third. 
pace. 


‘MISERABLES’ OK 86 
IN PROV; ‘KNOCK’ SAME 


Stays indefinitely at this 











Providence, Aug. 26. 

Just mild all around here this 
week with the State’s “Dreamboat” 
and Strand’s “High Noon” sharing 
top honors. Majestic’s “Don't 
Bother to Knock” and RKO Al- 
bee’s “Les Miserables” are close 
behind. Another nice weekend 
helped hold things down. 


Estimates for This Week 





(14th Mars” (UA), $6,000. 
| wk-5 days) $3,400 to round out al . 


Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.50) | Train 
(5th wk), | $9,000. 


Continues very strong at $20,500 Sire” (UA), $9,000. 


The- Over Tibet” (Col) (2d wk). ( 
95-$1.80)—“Encore” | $5,500. First week, nifty $10,500. 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Les Miserables” (20th) and 
Okay $8,000 
week, “Strange 
(UA) and “Red Planet 


or near. Last 
World” 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 


Steady $8,000. 
Charley” 


Last week, 
(WB) and 


Sics). 


| tSate 44-65)—~— 


' 


(Loew) (3,200: 
|““Dreamboat” (20th) and “Last 
Bombay” (Col). Spotty 
Last week, “Island of De- 


Strand (Silverman) (2.200: 44-65) 
—‘‘High Noon” (UA) and —_— 
700 
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= ES Zam Never such a ticket-selling attraction! From big cities to small towns, it’s outgrossing 
@ giant figures of “Samson and Delilah” on an average of 230% and often up to 500%. 










JANE RoY 


| HOPE: RUSSELL- ROGERS 


elated 


TRIGGER 
SON 5 : 


4 or P nleface en ' 








JOHN ARLENE 


PAYNE DAHL 


SIR CEDRIC 


on 


300 immediate key dates coming up! Ask 
your Paramount exchange abonit its exciting 
Dollars-For-Showmen Prom¢tion Contest. 





COLOR EY 


TECHNICOLOR 






We made it to make more money for 
you than ‘‘Paleface.”? And its first 
dates all prove that it will do just that. 
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— 








Confidence in the all-time biggest product 


from the Paramount Studio —confidence in 


“ship, keynotes our Forward-March together 


toward ever increasing boxoffice returns! 


LAURENCE JENNIFER. 


Oy ii eaea ites 


WILLIAM WYLERS 


t? re tien 





Her terrific legs for long runs are catching It’s jumping the boxoffice jack up to 
every showman’s eye. Get your date set 160% of “Sailor Beware’ which was | 
up with this glamor gal. the boys’ biggest ’til this came along. 


ETHEL 


Guat initiate 


“Spectacular production numbers add up to solid hit” 
reports Hollywood Reporter on Bing’s biggest musical. 





“Smash” — “hefty” —‘‘strong” are the words Variety 
uses to headline the business of ti is mass-appeal hit. 
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‘VARIETY’S’ LONDON 
8 $t. Martin’s Place, Trafaiser Sacore 





French Commerce Dept. Cracks Down 


~ On Producers Chiseling Aid Funds’ 





Paris, Aug. 26. 


Dossiers of several producers 
suspected of practicing fraud on 
the Film Aid Law handout are 
being studied by the Ministry of 
Commerce. The ministry states 
that action may be taken against 
at least one producer on the sus- 
pect list. The Film Aid Law to help 
the film industry here advances 
financial aid to producers on the 
strencth of the receipts of their 
last film. Primarily designed to 
help quality, on the thinking that 
good pix make good boxoffice, this 
has seldom worked out that way. 

Under the law a producer pre- 
sents the receipts of his last film 
to the Ministry, and if okayed, he 
receives a 35% advance of the 
gross receipts of his last pic to 
go into the budget of his forth- 
coming film. Budget and statistics 
of next film also had to be turned 
in along with grosses. 

One way a fraud developed was 
the stepping up of grosses of a 
pic in the estimate turned in. A 
thorough check on local returns 
here make this hard to water, but 
the foreign grosses are another 
thing. One method of chicanery is 
to have a producer buy his own 
pic for overseas’ distribution 
through a blind setup and share 
benefits with the eventual over- 
seas buyer, who would get a part 
of the proceeds in stating he paid 
the big previous price. Another 
method is to blow up the budget 
of the new film to be made and 
also prove, via falsifying papers 
that the said producer has no debts 
and is clear for the new film in 
question. Another obvious trick is 
to use some of the funds for per- 
sonal affairs and get them into 
the budget under miscellaneous 
items listed. 

This probe will probably lead to 
changes and tightening in the aid 
laws and perhaps a special board 
set up by the producers them- 
selves for self-policing. 

Another drain on the aid funds 
were various quickie producers 
who made their second-rate films 
in mass and in a hurry. Extremely 
low budget made them amortizable 
on the second-release basis and in 
the provinces. They were then able 
to get the funds for the next pic, etc. 
This treadmill setup led to loéwer- 
ing quality with. the number of 
French pix still appearing healthy. 
The need for quality in the French 
drive for screen product able to 
go abroad was being undermined 
by this sort of “B” film growth. 
The big budgeted films were not 
able, in most cases, to amortize 
locally and had to wait for foreign 
returns before they could be on 
a sound enough footing to be eligi- 
ble for aid funds. Many top Gallic 
directors have made few films in 
the last few years because of this 
unbalanced handout system. 


MEX NCB BEEFS ON 
SOARING PROD. COSTS 


Mexico City, Aug. 19. 
National Cinematographic Board, 
but not the film trade, is beefing 
about soaring costs of pix produc- 





tion. NCB announced that the! 


overall cost of producing a pic is 
now 25% greater than it was in 
1950. 

Based on the outlay of $3,810,000 
for the 55 pix made this vear up to 
July 31, film production in 1952 
will hit the new high of $8,760,000. 
NCB sees a 110-ix production 
this vear, but the trade does not 
expect the 1952 crop to exceed 100. 
The 106 pix made last year cost 
$6,112,000. The 109 pix in 1949 
were produced for $5.250.000. 


Fairbanks’ TV-Film Co. 


Organized in London 
London, Aug. 19. 





After several months of negoti- 
ations Douglas Frirbanks has 
formed his own TV film company. 
lle is the only American director. 
Called Douglas Fairbanks, Ltd. 
the company will produce TV 


films 
National Broadcasting Co. has 


given Fairbanks an order for 39} 
films. Deal involves around $1,- | 


000,000, with the pix to be deliv- 
ered in one year. 

Films will be shown on Ameri- 
can TV, and are also likely to get 
telecast in London. Fairbanks will 
star in 25°° of these films, others 
having British legit stars, ;.. , 


‘ 


Wolfe Cohen Back To 
N.Y.; Latin-Am. Shifts 


Wolfe Cohen, Warner Bros. in- 
ternational prexy, returned to the 
homeoffice Monday (25) following | 
an eight-week trip abroad during 
which he visited the company’s af- | 
fices in all the major European 
cities. 

At the same time, international 
department announced shifts in 
two Latin American offices. Jose 
Sugrances, manager in Ecuador, 
was upped to southern district 
manager in Brazil, with headquar- 
ters in Sao Paulo. Hugo Geri, book- 
er and assistant manager in Pan- 
ama, assumed the Ecuadof post. 


Western Powers’ Agents 
Flock to See ‘Courier’; 
Russkis Not Wised Up 


Vienna, Aug. 19. 

If the Russki intelligence had 
known where to look, it could have 
struck paydirt at the recent -first 
Vienna showing of “Diplomatic 
Courier’ (20th) at the British 
Army’s Park Cinema. The British 
beat the U. S. Army Circuit in 
bringing the Tyrone Power starrer 
to the country which provides its 
background. 

Since publicity, plus the pres- 
ence of a second unit shooting 
backgrounds in Austria last year, 
had tipped off the fact that the pic- 
ture is based loosely 6n a railroad 
tunnel death of U.S. Naval attache 
Capt. Eugene Karpe, all members 
of the flourishing espionage in- 
dustry at this east-west meeting 
point made the preem. Just about’ 
every agent’ of British, U.S. and 
French intelligence was at the Park 
Theatre. To those in the know, 
their studied pretense that they 
didn’t know each other was as 
the professional reaction to the 
pie. 

The writer and director would 
not have been happy to hear the 
yocks which greeted sections of 
\“Courier” meant to be serious or 
dramatic. 











2 Ceward Plays for Lisbon 
Lisbon, Aug. 19. 

Playwright Francisco Mata re- 
turned from London where he 
bought the Portuguese translation 
rights of Noel Coward's “Relative 
Values” and “Quadrille,” as well 
as “Dial M For Murder,” by Fred- 
erick Knock, “Deep Is the Blue 
Sea,” by Terrence Rattingan, and 
“The Living Room,” by Graham 
Green. 

These plays will be presented 
next season at the Nacional and 
Monumental theatres here. 





LONDON 
(Week ending August 16) 


(Figures indieate opening date) 
“Affairs of State,” Cambridge (8-21). 
“Albert, R. WN.," Saville (7-31). 

“Bet Your Life,“ Hip rome (2-18). 
“Bride of Denmark,” Comedy (8-11), 
“Call Me Madam,” Coliseum (3-15). 
“Deep Bive Sea,” Duchess (3-6). 
“Dial M Murder,” West. (6-19). 
“Excitement,” Casino (3-8). 

“Say Dog,” Piccadilly (6-12), 

“Globe Revue,” Globe (7-10). 

“Happy Marriage,” Duke York (8-7). 
“tn Chancery,” Art (7-30). 
“Innocents,” Majesty’s (7-3). 

“Little Hut,” Lyric (8-23-50). 
“London Leu@hs,” Adelphi (4-12). 
“Leve of Colonels,“ Wyn. (5-23-51). 
“Meet Callahan,” Garrick (5-27). 
“Millionaires,” New (6-30). 

| “Paris te Piccadilly,” Pr. Wales (4-15). 
“Relative Valve,” Savoy (11-28-51). 
“Reluctant Heroes,” White. (9-12-50). 
“Ranch in Rockies,” Empress (6-5). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (6-14-50). 
“South Pacific,” Drury Lane (11-1-5)). 





« “Step Forward,” Strand (7-30). 

| “Sweet Madness,” Vaudeville (5-21). 

| “Under Sycamore,” St. James (4-23). 

| “Water of Moon,”. Haymarket (4-19-51). 
| “Winter Journey.” St. James’s (4-3). 

| “Woman of Twilight,” Vic. Pal; (6-18). 
, “Zip Gees @ Million,” Palace (10-20-51) 


Ecuador Bans 9 Mex Pix 


As Being Immoral 
Mexico City, Aug. 19. 


Ecuador has joined Venezuela 
and Colombia in getting tough with 
Mexican pix, Juan Bandera, man- 
ager of Peliculas Mexicanas, has 
revealed. He is one of the biggest 
distributors of Mexican films 
abroad. Ecuador banned nine Mexi- 
a pix on the ground of immoral- 
ty. - 

Ecuadoran censors said the films 
had low-level locales, suggestive 
costuming and gestures,.and too 
much blue talk. 


Spain’s New Film Rules 
Face Change to Divorce 


Prod. From Permit Setup 


The new rules recently pub- 
lished for the protection of Spain’s 
film industry and the entry of for- 
eign pix are not pleasing many 
people, including importers of for- 
eign films. Many protests against 
the regulations have been aired 
recently. Realzing that the new 
rules are far from perfect and 
don't change the old setup so very 
much, Director General for Cinema 
and Theatre Joaquim Argamasilla 
has admitted that the new rules 
have many loopholes for schemers 
to ask and obtain subsidies, and 
operate in the importation permits 
black-market. ‘ 

“We must, in the future; modify 
and perfect the present regula- 
tions,” he said, “‘so that the pro- 
duction of films in Spain is di- 
vorced from the issue of permits 
for importation and dubbing of 
foreign pix. These last two op- 
erations are purely a question to 
be decided by the Ministry of Com- 
merce and the Ministry of Fi- 
nance, which will decide how 
many foreign pix can be imported 
annually and what price has to be 
paid for the permits. 

“The Directorate for Cinema and 
Theatre will receive such taxes 
from the other ministries and dis- 
tribute it to producers and studios 
according to rules which we will 
establish. Part of the foreign ex- 
change will be distributed to stu- 
dios for buying new machinery and 
negative film. While we will per- 
mit the importation of more for- 
eign pix, we will increase the cost 
of importation and dubbing per- 
mits so that the state will gain 
what is now gained by the specu- 
lators who resell such permits.” 

Now everybody here is waiting 
for new, and definite, regulations. 
The one which were announced in 
the middle of July took more than 
six months to enact; hence, the 
hope that if something is going to 
be done it will be started soon. 

The idea of divorcing the impor- 
tation and dubbing permits from 
the subsidies to Spanish producers 
is strongly favored by‘ importers 
and distributors of foreign films 
who would like to be freed from 
the vagaries of the free market. 





TOURING BRITAIN 


(Week ending Aug. 30) 
“Blue for Boy,” Lyceum, Sheffield, 
“Blue for Boy,” Royal, Brighton. 
“Bive Lamp,” Grand, Blackpool. 
“Brigadoon,” Palace, Plymouth. 
“Carousel,” New, Cardiff. 
“Desert Song,” Palace, Hull. 
O’Oyly Carte, Hip, Golders Green. 
“Florodora,” Embussy, Peterborough. 
“Gay Rosalinda,” Butlin, Skegness. 
“Hanging Judge,” ©.H., Manchester. 
“Hollow,” Opera House, Leicester. 
“King’s Rhapsedy,” Empire, Newcastle. 
“Led Night,” pire, Bristol. 
“Love from Judy,” Hip, Coventry. 
“Maid of Mountains,” Pavilion, Bourne. 
“Peril End House,” Palace Court, Bour. 
“Quadriile,” Royal Court, Liverpool. 
“River Line,” Grand, Leeds. 
“Te Dorothy, Son,” New, Oxford. 
“Wild Horses,” Royal, Newcastle. 


AUSTRALIA 


(Week ending August 9) 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” Roval, Sydney. 
“Folies Bergege,” Tivoli, Sydney. 
— pire, Sydney. 
“Seagulls Over Sorrento,” Comedy. Mel 
“Tommy Trinder Show,” Tivoli, Mel. 
“Larger Than Life,” Princess, Mel. 
“Cassino,” Empire, Sydney. 








“Young Eliz.,” Criterion (4-2). 
(OPENING NEXT WEEK) 
‘Figures denote preem dates) | 
“River Line,” Lyric, Hammersmith (2). | 
Emlyn Witliams as Dickens; Ambaossa- | 
dors (), } 
“Wishing Well,” Comedy (4). 
PARIS 
(Week ending August 9) 
“Amant Par Etege,” Casiro. | 
| “Chenteur de Mexico,” Chatelet. 
“Dialogues des Carmelites,” Hehertot. 
“Gay Paris,“ Casino de Paris. 
{ “Lysistrata,” Humour. 
| “Marcel,” Bernhardt. 
"“Occupe-Toi Minimum,” Palais-Royal. 
| “Oncle Vanya,” Theatre de Pouche. 
“Paris Galent,”“” Capucines. 
“Puceau,” Ambigu. 
“Violettes Imperiaies,” Mogador. 
“Nraie Folie,” Folieg-Bergere. , , , 


IRELAND 
(Week ending August 23) 
“Pourposter,” Arts, Belfast. 
“Constant Wife,” Group, Belfast. 
“Home is Hero,” Abbey, Dublin. 
“Othello,” Gate. Dublin. 
“Rookery Nook,” Opera, Cork, 


MEXICO CITY 


(Week ending August 16) 
“The Duel,” Bellas Artes. 
“Private Lives.” Chopin. 

“Jane is Girt,” Colon. 

“Stork’s Visit.” Ideal. 
“Edward's Sone,” Curacol. 
“The Idol,” Caballito. 
*"Tevaritch,” Maliere, 





} 


By GORDON IRVING 


Edinburgh, Aug. 26. 


World’s biggest arts junket is 
now in full swing here, with nearly 
2,000 artists taking part in 144 per- 
formance’s of music, drama and 
ballet at the Sixth Edinburgh. In- 
ternational Festival. Longhairs, as 
well as lowbrows, are attending 
the many stage productions, the 
famous thoroughfare of Princes 
Street is packed with tourists from 
all quarters and shops are doing 
a roaring biz in books and tartan 
souvenirs. Festival's final curtain 
is Sept. 6. Personalities by the 
score are here from the theatre, 
ballet, music and film worlds. 


Despite odd complaints here and 
there, the drama, music and ballet 
events are drawing top biz. Outfits 
taking part include six orchestras, 
two chamber orchs, six ensembles, 
four choirs, four stage groups, 
three ballet companies, one opera 
company and more than 22 solo- 
ists. It is estimated that in the 
three weeks about 200,000 peo- 
ple will visit here. Of that number, 
more fhan 60,000 will be accommo- 
dated privately or in hotels. Visi- 
tors will spend $6,000,000 to $9,- 
000,000 at the fete. 

Some 160 crix and correspon- 
dents are here including a good 
“representation from the U. S. TV 
coverage is bigger. Scribes are 
here from France, Italy, New Zea- 
land, Australia, Eire, Israel, Uru- 
guay, America, Belgium, Switzer- 
land and Scartdinavia. 


New York City Ballet Opens 


New York City Ballet is at the 
Empire Theatre here ‘all this week 
(25), performing the first British 
presentation of “Bayou,” plus “The 
Cage,” act two of “Swan Lake,” 
“The Firebird” and the first pro- 
duction in the British Isles of “The 
Pied Piper.” George Balanchine di- 
rects. Other ballet groups partici- 
pating are Sadler’s Wells Theatre 
Ballet, under Ninette de Valois, 
and the Grand Ballet du Marquis 
de Cuevas. 


Criticism by the drama review- 
ers is that the new play “The River 
Line,” by Charles Morgan, which 
bowed in here as International 
Festival attraction, should not have 
had its world preem earlier in 
Manchester. It was felt that all 
Festival plays should tee off here 
if of 1952 vintage. The new Scot 
production is an oldie, the ballad 
opera “Highland Fair,” jointly 
acted by the British Old Vic and 
the Glasgow Citizens’ Theatre, with 
Tyrone Guthrie directing. It was 
adapted by Scot playwright Robert 
Kemp. This is being staged in the 
ancient Church of Scotland Assem- 
bly hall. ° 

At the Lyceum, Emlyn Williams, 
British actor, is reading excerpts 
from Charles Dicken’s “Bleak 





House,” first performance here of 








Legit Shows Abroad 


MADRID 


~ (Week ending August 23) os 
“Madre,” Alcazar. 
“Momiae Formal,” Alvarez. 
“Quatrcs Copas,” Calderon, 
“Suenos Gloria,” Comedia. 
“Rias del Amor,” Fuencaral. 
“Fourposter,” Isabel. 
“Sabado,” Lara. 
a eo Latina. 
S ien’s Daughters,” Lo de Vega. 
“Bohemios,” Madrid. ” ' 
“Fantasia 1900,” Guerrero. 
“anaciete Divorcia,” Metropolitano. 
“Copla Andaluza,” Pavon. 
“Romeo Giulieta,” Reina. 
“Piernas de Seda,“ Zarzuela. 





BUENOS AIRES 


(Week ending August 16) 
“Mi Svegra,” Apolo. 
“Las lagrimas tambien.” Ateneo. 
“De Espana Liega,” Argentino. 
“Cuando los Duvendes,” Astral. 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” Casino. 
“Brothers Karamazoff,” Colonial. 
“La Lampara Encendida,” Comico. 
“Usraelite,” Corrientes. 
“F.8," El Nacional. 
“Sepa Nicola,” Marconi. 
“Perfectas Casadas,” Odeon. 
“Sombra Querida,” Politeama. 
“Chocolate Soldier,” Pueblo. 
“Celos del Aire,” Empire. 
“Ladroncito,” Splendid. 
“Jezebel,” Lasalle. 
“Delito Frente Mar.” Liceo. 
“Hombres en mi Vida,” Smart. s 
“Caprices,” Antigone,” Van Riel. 
“Oios Lienos de Amor,” Vers. 
“Le Verdad Eres Tu,” Pat. 


SCOTLAND 


} (Week ending August 30) 
“Player King.” Lyceum, Edinburgh. 








“Bachelors Are Bold,” Palladium. Edin. 
“Beyond Cage,” Gateway, Edinpurca. 


and Royal, Glasgow. 


“Johnny Belinde,”, Empress, Glasgow. 


Edinburgh Int'l Fete, Biggest Arts 
Junket, Launched With 2,000 Artist 


“Highlend Fair,” Assembly, Edinburgh. | 


“Half-Past Eight.” Majesty's, Aberdeen, 


“Husbends Don’t Count,” King’s, Glasg. 
When We Married,” Alhambra. Glasg. 


an adaptation in ¢ 
centenary of this 
same theatre, Henry 
senting the new Ch 
= verse play, “The 
ores of lesser shows | 
cially listed on the Festivet _ 
gram) include a new play about Sir 
Walter Scott, a new one by nov L 
ist Neil Gunn, concerts, ceilidhs 
(Scots sing-songs), talks lectur " 
art exhibitions and even a Peo le 
Festival at modest charges, i 


An innovation is an after-the. 


show revue staged by Lond 
Theatre Group. ; moe 


It is fairly bright fare isti 
of sketches and songs, _ y- 
authored jointly by Alec Grahame 
and Peter Myers. Group Staging 
it is also presenting a dramatiza- 
tion of Robert Louis Stevenson's 
“Ebb Tide.” 

Ne: ds More Night Life 

With the majority of eateries 
shuttered when the Festival shows 
exit, need in strait-laced Scotland 
is for more night life. Festival 
Club, official social center of the 
junket, caters for late-nighters, 
but is overtaxed at peak hours, 
Cabaret-style entertainment ape 
parently would go well with Festi- 
val visitors, but is frowned upon by 
the authorities. 


Vaude has no place in the Festi. 
val, a feature which pleases the 
longhairs but leaves others unsatis- 
fied. The latter argue that the 
music’ hall and revue deserve a 
place in any junket as much as 
opera and ballet. 

Not offcially scheduled, an 
amuSing Scot comedy by T. M. 
Watson is doing solid biz. Starring 
legit actor Duncan Macrae, at the 
little Palladium music hall, it is 
being presented twice nightly. On 
the opera side, nearly 200 members 
of the Hamburg State Opera Co. 
are here after long sea journey 
from Germany. Producer is Dr. 
Gunther Rennert. 

World patronage to the Festival 
is shown by attendance of 39 en- 
voys and ambassadors including a 
rep of the Soviet Union. 

The International Film Festival 
is bigger than in previous years, 
with 270 pix forwarded from more 
than 30 nations. France has sent 
a program of films which have in- 
fluenced development of the 
French documentary, compiled by 
the Cinemtheque Francaise. Walt 
Disney has “Nature’s Half-Acre” 
entered. Other feature pix are 
“Cry the Beloved Country,” “Death 
of a Salesman” and world preem of 
Group Three’s “The Brave Don't 
Cry.” Festival is also seeing the 
world preem of “Open Window, 
documentary short made by the 
governments of the five Brussels 
Treaty Countries. 

Tourist biz has been hypoed 
throughout Scotland as a result of 
the festival here. Since first Inter- 
national Festival in 1947, more than 
600,000 people have come to the 
Scot capital. : 

U. S. cars, sleek in comparisoo 
with modest British efforts, sé 
crowding the main highways. Hun- 
dreds of tourists make for Loch 
Lomond. the Scottish Highlands 
or other beauty and history spots. 
Film Section Bigger Than Ever 

This fall’s Edinburgh Film Fest 
val is on a bigger scale than 10 
years past, with reps present from 
production, exhibiting and educa 
tional spheres. include 

Feature pix on the roster incu 
“Le Plaisir’ by Max Ophuls, given 
a world preem, “The Boy Kum 
senu” from the Gold Coast, “Cry 
Beloved Country,” “Brave "| 
Cry,” “Genghis Khan” trom “4 
Philippines, “Jeux Interdits fro ro 
France, and “Emperor's Bakel. 
from Czechoslovakia. 

Films have been entere new 
U. S., Sweden, Puerto Rico, - th 
mark, India, Italy, Norway, one 
Africa, Spain and Southern Rh é 
| desia. Walt Disney's short. ye- 
| ture’s_ Half Acre” has earned SI 
cial praise. 
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Okay Short Ribbing Mex Execs 
j Mexico City, Aug. on 
| Certain sensitive government vs 
| ficials must take “Cromo 4 rhe 
topical pic short, and like it in 
censor banned it, because Se 
lightly spoofed those function: 

A local federal court gran kee 
short’s producers an age 
against the ban. Tribune oe 
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11S, Distribs Get 74 of 104 Films 


Tokyo,-Aug. 19. + 
The Japanese Finance Ministry 
has announced the quotas of for- 





Aussie ‘Pacific’ Bowing 


eign films to be imported during 
last half of the current fiscal 
- “October until March, 1953. In Melbourne Sept. 13 


year, 


U. S. distributors again received Melbourne, Aug. 19 





the greatest share, 74 films out of 
a total 104 allocated to all foreign 
countries. Disregarding Japa- 
nese distribs wishes expressed 
through the Motion Picture Promo- | 
tion Council, to allow film imports 
on the basis of distributors’ ability 
to pay and buy in the open mar- 
ket, the Finance Ministry siuck 
to the policy covering imports | 
which it used for the first half. 

Breakdown of the near quota, | 
same number as allotted in the| 
first half, follows: | 

U. S., 74; Britain, 7; France, | 
4: Italy, 4, and West Germany; | 


one One film each was al- 
lotted to Austria, Mexico, Ar- 
gentina, Australia, South Africa, | 
China, Hong Kong, Canada, | 


Switzerland, Hungary, Norway, In-| 


dia, the Philippines and Indonesia. | 


Four other countries received no 
allotment for the last half of the 
year, having exported their yearly 
quota of one film during the first 
half. 

The Ministry said that shorts and 
newsreels would be imported on a 
“case-by-case examination” basis as 
to the -relative applications and 
after due consideration of licenses 
given in the preceding fiscal year. 

Remittance of foreign currency 
for the films imported remains the 
same as during first half of this 
year—30% of distribution receipts 
accruing monthly. 

In discussing the manner in 
which distribution of films al- 
located to the U. S. shall be-made, 
the Ministry announced that in- 
dependent companies would be 
considered on the same basis as the 
majors affiliated with Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn., but added that 
“importers already licensed for 
import contract of feature films 
of independent companies shall be 
especially regarded as eligible for 
import quota.” 

The Finance Ministry used the 
same method of computing quotas | 
as has been used in the past, name- 
ly, allotting quotas to each country 
in proportion to the combined 
rates of the quota and the dis- 
tributed receipts of each country 
during the preceding fiscal year. 
However, recognizing that there is 
dissatisfaction among Jap distribs 
over the current system, the Min- 
istry noted that the policy will be 
re-examined for. next year’s quotas. 


First Italo-German 
Co-Prod. in Many Years 
Set to Start in Rome 


Rome, Aug. 19. 
The first Italo-German film co- 
production in many years has been 








Set to start here before the first of 
next month. Wealthy publisher 
and film producer Giovanni Rizzoli 
will back it for the Gallone Films 
of Rome and the Alfa Films of | 
Frankfurt. 

This is the first such film be- 
tween the two nations since the 
recent agreement was _ reached 
last spring. Later it is planned for 
the Italian and German producers 
to include France and Austria for 
some four-way co-production deals. 
~. alled “Without Sails,” the pic 
+ be done in both Italian and 
‘erman version, having two 





cameraman, Giovanni Pucci and 

Ostantin Tschet. The cast in-| 
cludes Isa Barzizza, Dante Maggio, 
Ave Ninchi, Inge Eggert and Karl 
Soenboeck,. 

Ree Story by Gaspare Cataldo is 
— a singing student and his 
a fight to gain fame. Locations 
D.. | for both Italy and Germany. 
— Films of Rome will handle 

410 distribution. 








Dust Off ‘Burma’ | 


nee Glasgow, Aug. 19. 
, Objective Burma,” 
“iy Errol Flynn, will be taken off 
_ shelf to open at Bedford and | 

‘yhouse cinemas here Oct. 20. 


even years ago British crix | 


knocke 


Showe 


d it because they claimed it 


Burma single-handed. Trailer and 
film cre 


urma 


. 


d Flynn winning the war | 


‘dits will carry tribute to | 


ee British troops who fought a to bring over 


Australian production of “South 


| Pacific” will open at His Masesty’s 


Theatre, Melbourne, Sept. 13. 


| Charles Atkin, of the N. Y. Rodgers 


& Hammerstein staff, is now in 
Melbourne for rehearsals. Atkin, 
associated with the show in N. Y 


for three years, will stage “Pacific” 
here for J. C. Williamson Theatres. | 

Overseas leads are Mary La! 
Roche (Nellie Forbush),  Vir- | 
ginia Paris (Bloody Mary), Rich- 
ard Collett (Emile) and Leonard 
Stone (Luther Billis). Australians 
in the cast include John D’Arcy, 


Barrett Flemming, Kenneth | 
| Werner, Robert Moore, Janette 
Liddell and Robert Healy. 


Big Season Looms | 
For Italo Revues: 


Milan, Aug. 19. 

Plans for what looks like-a busy 
season in the Italian musical revue 
field are taking shape here. Most 
companies go into rehearsals soon. 
Of all local theatrical ventures, 
including opera, legit, concerts, 
etc.,. the musical revue comes 
closest to breaking even. And in 
the past many have made money. 

However, despite a total gross of 
about $3,700,000 for the last sea- 
son, musicals altogether lost over 
$300,000. Reason for the deficit is 
blamed partly on a complicated 
Italian protective tax system, which 
hits all forms of entertainment, 
then rebates sums in proportion to 
the so-called artistic value of some 
shows. The revue companies, 
though equally taxed, are not. con- 
sidered “cultural” and hence get no 
handouts as given opera and legit 
efforts. 

Also a big trouble is the high 
operating expenses of the musicals. 


(Continued on page 20) 


PAKISTAN-INDIA PACT 





ON FILM EXCHANGE 


‘Madras, Aug. 19. 


Pakistan and Indian film trade 
interests have come to agreement 
over the export and import of pix 
between the two countries. Present 
arrangement is that India can ex- 
port films to Pakistan on a basis 
of six pictures for every one film 
imported into India from Pakistan. 
Since Pakistan does not produce a 
large number of films, the quota 
has been fixed at 36 Indian films 


against six Pakistan films for half | ‘The Girl With Eyes the Color of | 


a year. If Pakistan exports more 
than this number of pictures In- 
dia’s quota would correspondingly 
increase at a ratio of six to one. 
Import of Indian films would be 
on the same basis of other foreign 
films. 

In addition, the present Pakistan 
Sales Tax of 20% on the value of 
Indian films is to be scrapped. No 
restrictions apply on the export 
and import of short films. Agree- 
ment likely will be ratified by the 
Pakistan and Indian delegations at 
Delhi and communicated to the 
India government for incorporation 
in a trade agreement starting Oct., 
this year. 


London Legit Bits 


London, Aug. 26. 

Laurel & WHardy’s starring ap- 
pearance in Val Parnell’s London 
Palladium Xmas pantomime, “Dick 
Whittington,” was nixed by Ben 
Shippman, L & H's lawyer, who 
figured that their extended stay in 
England, beyond the six months 





limit, would up their tax bracket. | 
Instead, Parnell has signed wet 
and | 
| Sonny ‘Pale, with Lois Green as) 
(WB) star- | 


Howerd,, Richard Hearne 
principal girl. Negotiations are 
pending for Jey Nicholls to play 
the title role. 

“Life With the Lyons,” in for 
summer season at the Hippodrome, 
Blackpool, will. not come to the 
London Hippodrome for the fall as 


originally anticipated. Instead, 
Val Parnell is dickering with Jack 
“The Blue 


(Continued 6n’pake'T) 


ja comeback at the boxoffice. 


‘Affairs’ Looks Set For 


| Prosperous London Run 


Allocated by Nips for 2d Half of Yr. 


: London, Aug. 26. 
Emile Littler and Tom Arnold 
brought “Affairs 
| Louis Verneuil, to the Cambridge 


| last Thursday (21) after a Short | 


‘Yates Outlines World , 


claimed in the Celeste Holm role. | 


| provincial tryout. Show has excel- 
lent cast with Joyce Redman ac- 


Other parts are played by Hugh 
Williams, Coral Browne, Basil 
Radford and Wilfrid Hyde White. 
Roy Rich directed the play, which 
looks set for a prosperous run. 





Arg. Legit, Film Houses 
Try to Regain Ground 
Lost by Peron Closure 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 19. 
Following a nine-day fold, from 
the night of July 26 to Aug. 4 all 
lines of show biz here are staging 
Pix 
houses have done especially well 

since reopening. 
Argentine legit 


theatres, like 


| many other branches of show biz, 
were shuttered for nine days. Even | 


then they reopened only until mid- 
night on Aug. 8, closing through 
Saturday (9) and Sunday (10) for 
the funeral of Eva Peron, but re- 
opened to brisk business the next 
Monday. Film theatres were shut- 
tered 11 days plus final shows July 
| 26 but look for extra biz to com- 
)}pensate for the huge losses sus- 


tained. 


| The state-operated theatres, the 


| Cervantes and General San Martin, 
also the Van Riel, run by the Na- 
{tional Institute of Modern. Art, 
{must continue shuttered uniil Aug. 
30, since. subject to the official 
mourning period for Mrs. Peron 
decreed for all state departments. 
The long shuttering accentuated 
| the queasiness producers have felt 
| over this year’s financial. results. 
| The Odeon Theatre took a heavy 
loss on the importation of the Com- 
edie Francaise company, and the 
$12 admission high also hurt. It 
was only the intervention of the 
French ambassador which averted 
a longer shuttering for them. Lola 
Membrives, who had released the 
Odeon Theatre for a month to 
make way for the Comedie, re- 
opened there Aug. 13 with “Three 
Perfect Wives.” 

Although the money is not plen- 
tiful for the boxoffice tills this 
year, the Pilar Lopez Spanish Bal- 
let at the Avenida seems likely to 
do capacity throughout its twe- 
month run. 

The mourning hiatus delayed 
several important pix for a further 
two weeks, 
ponements. 20th-Fox was able to 
release “All About Eve,” under 
its translated title of “The Evil 
One.” None of the publicity ma- 
terial has any indication of the 
English title, for obvious reasons. 
It is playing day-date at Gran Rex, 
Luxor and Broadway. Likely ,that 
the American picture must make 
,way for Argentina Sono Film's 








| Time” at the Gran Rex, Aug. 21. 

| “Evil One” went into the Gran 
|Rex after Interamericana’s “ 

| Shonra” ran 10 weeks to break all 
| previous boxoffice records, even 
ithe one held by “Los Isleros.” 
| “Cyrano de Bergerac” 
holding after seven weeks, but 
“The Whree Musketeers” at the 


Opera got even heftier grosses, 


making it obvious once again that | 


|tinters are the best boxoffice bets 
_with Argentine fans. Other releas- 
es this week have been “Great 
| Jewel Robbery” (WB) at the Nor- 
|mandie, “Song of Siberia” (Art- 
kino) at the Trocadero and “Brim- 
| stone” (Republic) at the Arizona. 

| Although some local productions, 
‘like “Deshonra” (Interamericana) 


and “Facundo” (Guaranteed) have | 


‘competed with the U. S. product 
‘in marking up boxoffice highs, 
many of them flop badly. “Where 
the Swamps Begin” (Cosmos) held 


for just 12 days while “The Dark | 
Flora” (Libertador) and the latest | 
Pepe Iglesias comedy, “No Other | 


Like Me” (Interamericana-Mapol) 
held only one week each. 





$600,000 Mex Film Co. 
Mexico City, Aug. 19. 
Big film producing company, 
Producciones Tepeyac, capitalized 
for $600,000, has been organized 
here by such trade toppers as Gen. 
Aberlardo L. Rodriguez, ex-Presi- 
dent of Mexico; Theodore Gildred, 
Osear Dancingers, Miguel Bujazan 
and Jaime Menasce. Dancingers is 
jgeneral manager: “""* °° 


‘Paris Legit Houses Ready to Reopen 


Fall Season; Many Old Hits Back 


+ 
| 





of State,” by} 


After repeated post- 


is still | 





Prod. Policy for Rep 


London, Aug. 26. 
Production on Republic pictures 
will no longer be confined to Hol- 
lywood, but will stretch all over 
the world wherever the story de- 
mands authentic locations and 
| backgrounds, Herbert J. Yates, Re- 


public prexy, told the Variety Club| 


here at a luncheon in his honor. 
He also outlined to the group Re- 
public’s new policy of concentrat- 
ing on big-scale productions, Yates 
said the new policy was already in 
effect and that it would gather in- 


| creasing impetus in the comin: 
year. 
| . Republic topper, whe agrived 


jin England Aug. 13 with his wife, 
Vera Ralston,-later outlined to a 
| Republic sales conclave the com- 
pany’s upcoming films and. stressed 
the use of the company’s own Tru- 
color in forthcoming productions. 


Com’l TV Makes 


Gain in Japan 


Tokyo, Aug. 19. 
Commercial television in Japan 





won over exponents of a semi- 
governmental ‘controlled system 
last week, when the Japanese 


Radio Regulatory Commission is- 
sued its first provisional permit 
for telecasts to the Japan Tele- 
vision Network Co., promoted by 
Matsutaro Shoriki, former presi- 
dent of the Yomiuri newspaper. 

Six other firms applied for li- 
censes; four were turned down 
cold, and the commission said it 
was “withholding” issue of permits 
to the government - controlled 
Broadcasting Corp. of Japan (NHK) 
and to Radio Tokyo, another com- 
mercial firm, leaving a possibility 
that these two concerns may re- 
ceive permits later. 


The commission stated that JTN 
was granted approval on the 
ground that it will cause no finan- 
cial burden to the government and 
that it has the most substantial 
financial backing. Commission also 
said it would re-examine NHK and 
Radio Tokyo applications next 
year. 

JTN prexy Shoriki said he ex- 
pects to begin telecasting next 
spring. Plans include several re- 
| lay stations connected by an ultra- 
shortwave radio system. Shoriki 
says he will use American equip- 
ment and hopes for eventual ex- 
change of TV programs between 
Japan and the U. S. 








NIX 2 FRENCH FILMS 
FOR VENICE FESTIVAL 


Paris, Aug. 26. 
On the eve of the Venice Film 


Festival, which started Aug. 20, 
|Antonio Petruuci, fete director, 
nixed two French pix which had 


been entered in competition. They 
| were Rene Clement’s “Forbidden 
| Games” and “Claude Vermorel’s 
|The Solitary Conquerors.” Films 
|were turned down via the fete 
/clause which rules out pix that al- 
ready have been shown at other 
| film festivals. These were shown 
/at the recent Cannes Film Festival 
| out of competition. 


| pealed the case to a special com- 
mittee of experts in Venice who 
must rule on the first problem of 





Stratford Anzac Tour 


Sydney, Aug. 19. 
The Stratford-on-Avon Co. will 
open its Australian tour in New 


| on 


| Shadow,” 





The Assn. of French Critics ap- | 





this kind to come up at film fetes. | 


| Workers Union 
hit Tampico hard 
| the oil city have been threatened 


Paris, Aug. 19. 

Theatres are beginning to gird 
for the September reopenings here. 
Most houses will resume with their 
previous tenants. Others will fill 
in until new plays are ready to 
replace them. 

The Atelier again will have. its 
hit Marcel Ayme play, “The Heads 
of Others,” which was the object 
of controversy here when judges 


,}claimed they were being malinged 


by the bitter shafts. Anita Loos has 
been approached to do an Ameri- 
can adaptation of this. “On Earth 
As in Heaven,” Fritz Hochwalder 
success, regains the marquee at 
Athenee Theatre Sept 12. “The 
Seaweed Duchess” continues its 
success at Theatre Michel Aug. 28 
with the original cast. 
“The Three Musketeers,” based 
the Alexandre Dumas epic, 
comes back to the Theatre Porte 
St. Martin Sept. 2 with the Grenier 


Hussenot troupe doing the duel- 
ling. Serge Reggiani, with pic 
commitments, is out of the cast, as 
is J. P. Grenier, who suffered a 


painful eye injury during a fencing 
scene last season. 

“T’m Here and I’m Staying” re- 
sumes its big success at the Gym- 
nase Sept. 5. “When the Chi'd 
Appears,” another Andre Roussin 
hit, is back in the Nouveautes next 
week. “Dialog of Carmelites,” the 
staid Bernanos play on life in a 
nunnery, stayed on all through the 
summer months to good results. 

The Jean Anouilh play, “Waltz 
of the Toreadors,” is back at the 
Comedie des Champs Elysees un- 
til Jean Girardoux’s “Siegfried” is 
ready for staking, the delay being 
over finding a star to play the title 
role. “Adele's Gift,” the Roussin 
hit, will stay at the Comedie Wa- 
gram until Jean Marsan’'s “Zoe,” 
with Nicole Courcel, is ready to 
take over. “Adele” has been 
adapted for the U. S. by Anita 
Loos. Jacques Deval’s “Dear 
with Robert Lamoureux, 
will play the Edouard VII until the 
new Jean Richard untitled play is 
ready. . 

“Father of the Girl” holds at.the 
Varietes until Sacha Guitry is 
ready with a revival of his “Don’t 
Listen, Ladies.” Another new show 
in the offing is a revival of the 
Pierre Frondaie hit of 1922, “The 
Untamed,” at the Ambigu. This 
play made Charles Boyer, a new 
star being sought to fill the lead. 


Auto Tourist Trade To 
Mex in Sharp Upbeat; 
Set Tourist Travel Pix 


Mexico: City, Aug. 19. 
Motor tourist trade from the 
U.S. and Canada jumped in July to 
5,590 autos, a record for this year. 
That many cars entered via Nuevo 





Laredo, opposite Laredo, Tex., 
chief entry point, according to 
the government’s tourist depart- 


ment, 

U. S. and Canadian tourists came 
to Mexico in 57,922 motor cars 
during the first half of 1952. 

To further increase interest in 
Mexico’s scenic spots and other 
points of interest, a group of 
shorts are planned by the govern- 
ment’s tourist department and the 


|Mexican Tourist Assn. Taey hope 
| to get wide wide cinema exhibition 


in the U. S, in hopes of drawing 
more tourists down here. 

The department was irspired to 
this plan by what Brazil is doing 


|in Europe with pic shorts adver- 


tising her natural charms. Brazil 
is reported currently screening 
these in 3,500 cinemas in France. 


Union Gets Tough With 


Tampico Film Theatres 

Mexico City, Aug. 19. 
Picture Production 

(STIC) plans to 
All cinemas in 





National 


with a general strike by STIC un- 


| less they grant a pay hike of 70°, 


Zealand end of January. Company | allow more days of paid vacations 
| will bow in Australia at Sydney | and include painters and carpen- 


|next April, with seasons to follow 
|in Brisbane, Melbourne, 
| Adelaide and Perth. 


Hobart, | 
|and Arbitration is trying to avert 


ters among the unionized help 
Federal Board of Conciliation 


| Company will include Anthony) the strike by a possible compro- 


| Quayle, 


_bara Jefford, Leo McKern, Keith | Exhibitors . 
Jack | while their trade is good it is not 
| good enough to come even near 


|Michel, Jean Macarthur, 
|Gwilliam and Raymond Westwell 
Tour will be under J. C. 
json management. ‘°' *' 


Rosalind Atkinson, Bar-| mise by STIC and the 


William- | den 
‘* | leontinue’ operatidris: 4 


exhibitors. 


told the board that 


meeting STIC demands and still 
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Inside Stuff—Pictur 

In the past: Edna Ferber has had Leland Hayward and Kay Brown 
as her agents and both she and Morris L. Ernst, her personal attorney, 
take exception to the statement that he is “agenting” the film sale of 
her latest novel, “Giant” (Doubleday). Ernst, himself an author but 
essentially a barrister, has a phobia about lawyers-who-agent; and, by 
the same token, he doesn’t like it when an agent thinks he knows law. 
it's for that reason, for all his personal interest in Miss Ferber as a 
legal client and an old friend, that he states he is not her agent. The 
film people may think so since, it so happens, Miss Ferber has no agent 


Rooney to Korea 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Two more Hollywood names, 
Marie Windsor and Mickey Rooney, 
volunteered to entertain troops in 
the KoreaJapan area under aus- 
pices of the Hollywood Coordinat- | 
ing Committee, | 
Miss Windsor leaves Aug. 29 
and Rooney starts Sept. 21, ac- 








It is a 


at the moment. “Giant” is her first novel in many years. 
Book-of-the-Month selection and since the item of last week in VARIETY 
it has been taken by Reader’s Digest for January, on top of the Ladies 
Home Journal serialization. 





: 
“Hollywood Committee For Senator McCarthy,” pledged to support | 


re-election of the Wisconsin senator, is headed by Rupert Hughes, and 


vice-chairmen are John Wayne, Ward Bond and Morrie Ryskind. Com- | 


mittee announced that members include Cecil B. DeMille, Harold 
Lloyd, Louis B. Mayer, Adolphe Menjou, Ray Milland, Dennis Morgan. 
George Murphy, Leo McCarey, Pat O’Brien, Dick Powell, Randolph 
Scott and Cobina Wright. Group said it was formed because Sen. 
McCarthy is “courageous and willing enough to fight for our American 
way of life.” 





Sept. 9 issue of Look gives a big play (four pages) to the widening 
attention given by film producers to ballet, an art form which a few 
short years ago was considered by film-makers as boxoffice poison. 


Look, in a piece headlined “Hollywood on Its Toes.” throws its 


spotlight on six new films containing toe art sequences. They’re Samuel | 


Goldwyn’s “Hans Christian Andersen,” Metro’s “Lili,” “The Story of 
Three Loves” and “Million Dollar Mermaid,” 20th-Fox’s “Tonight We 
Sing” and Charles Chaplin's “Limelight.” 





A monthly service to brief exhibitors and distributors on “new 
young faces” has been inaugurated by Modern Screen. Two weeks 
prior to the mag’s appearance on the stands exhibs and distribs are 
mailed a “confidential” digest on the upcoming issue plus a “break- 
down” forecast on new players hitting the publication’s popularity 
poll. Those out in front for the September issue are Anne Francis 
and Aldo Ray. 


Legion Skips Pic 


Continued from page 














Mention 


wood subversives. That could be; proved called for support of the 
through adoption and publication| House Un-American Activities 
of the resdlutions when the Stand-| Committee and the Senate (Mc- 
ing Commission on Americanism | Carran) Internal Security Commit- 
holds a scheduled session this fall. | tee. F 

The List Simmers Down | 


What has -happened to the list |; duced by an Illinois delegation to 
of alleged subversives sifted out of |Support the fight for freedom of 
the more than 200 names of studio.| Tadio and television. Also reject- 
employees submitted to the majors | €d@ was an Illinois proposal of a 
by the Legion last spring couldn’t | Program for former Communists 
be learned. It is understood that | 4nd sympathizers who have “un- 


























Rejected was a résolution intro- | 





scrutiny of explanatory letters|¢@quivocally broken with their 
submitted by those on the list had | Past. 
reduced the number to 30 or 40. | 
It was reported that these 30 or | 
4) names might be publicized at | 
the convention. It’s now believed | French-MPAA 
likely that they’ll be published in Continued from page 7 


the American Legion Magazine, in 
which original charges against 
Hollywood appeared. 

Company presidents and other 
top film execs held two meetings 
with Donald Wilson, national com- 


mander, and James P. O'Neil, di- | 


rector of publications amd Legion 
mag editor. Wilson and O'Neil 
alsc made personal visits to the 
Coast, where they were carefully 
shown the extent to which the in- 
dustry has cleaned its skirts of 
purported Communists. 


_ Both officials were admittedly 
impressed. They agreed that much 
had been done. At the most re- 
cent session with the prexies, how- 
ever, they refused te commit them- 
selves in any way regarding what 
would or would not come up at the 
convention. They also refused to 
accept a suggestion from one of 
the company execs present that 
they make a speech on the floor 
commending Hollywood in similar 
terms to those used in the private 
meeting with the presidents. 
Meeting Seen Paying Off 


\s a result there was some trepi- 
dation concerning what would hap- 
pen at the convention. However, 
company execs are understood to 
teel now that the get-together with 


the Legion officials and the atti-| 
tude of compromise have paid divi- | 


dends for the time being at least. 


Titles of resolutions referred to, 


the Standing Commission on Amer- 
icanism are: 
W hich Any Known Communist Has 
Participated (South Carolina); 
Urge Entire Entertainment Indus- 
try Not to Support Communist 
Cause (Illinois); American Legion 
Magazine List Motion Pictures 
Tainted With Subversive Influence 
‘Ohio); American Legion Maga- 
zine Keep Constant Supervision 
( ver Subversive Trends in Motion 
Picture Industry (Kentucky), and 
American Legion Magazine Renew 
Fight on Communism in Entertain- 
ment Field (Washington). 

Texts of the resolutions were not 
@\"ilable to the press. 

Approved was a resolution com- 
mending press, radio and televi- 
sion for promotion of the Legion's 
Americanism program. 

Another resolution which was ap- 


Motion Pictures In| 





overall allotment of foreign pic 
permits of which the U. S. share is 
| 90. 

* SIMPP Anxious 


| As for SIMPP, it has been anx- 
ious all along to accept the 90 pix 
rather than give a subsidy. It was 
the granite-like stand of James A. 
Mulyey, prez of Samuel Goldwyn 
Productions and chairm’an of 
SIMPP’s distribution committee, 
that was responsible for killing the 
original subsidy idea. SIMPP has 
no concern if the MPAA companies 
want to go in later and make pay- 
ments for additional permits. 
Lastly, the deal pleases the State 
Dept. because it has opposed_subsi- 
dies in principal and would not be 
signatory to a contract that con- 
tained provision for them. It can 
sign the present pact without res- 





to make any additional deal 
their own later. 


Subsidy plan as originally pro- 


on 


posed was particularly distasteful | 


‘to Metro, since it provided for a 
12142% discount om coin already 
frozen in France. Metro has the 
biggest chunk there, and so would 
| be making the largest contribution 
for or!y the same number of per- 
mits as other companies. 


} 


discounts will be on future earn- 
ings. Thus any company will be 
free to figure how much a permit 
is worth and negotiate accordingly. 


| While it is not part*of the decree, 
| the French have agreed that ac- 
|ceptance by the Yanks will open 
| the way to remittance of $1,200,000 
| at the official rate of exchange 
|and all the rest at the capital ac- 
i count rate, which is slightly less 


favorable. 


| American acceptance of the de- 
'eree at a session of the MPAA in 
|New York last week apparent'y 
threw the French off balance. They 
| were supposed to offer an official 
proposal on a deal via the U. S. 
| Embassy last Thursday (21), but 
found it uncalled for under the 
‘circumstances and are now about 
to close on the basic 90-pic ar- 
‘rangement contained in their de 
cree. 


ervations, leaving the majors free | 


Under the new two-part scheme, | 


}companied by Alice Tyrell, Ukie | 
| Sharon and Dick Winslow. | 





French Tinter Process, : 
| Dugromacolor, Still Not | 
Practical for Exhibs 


Paris, Aug. 26. 

Army and navy observers have 
been here checking on a new 
French additive color film process 
called Dugromacolor. Name is a 
combination of monickers of the 
'three collaborators, Dumas, Gros- 
set and Marx. Dumas, old 


inventive work; Grosset, head of 
Kinoptics, lens firm here, furnished 
| the optical material and Marx was 
the businessman of the trio. 

Dugromacolor uses special lens 
with filters to break the image into 
ithree primary-color components 
and puts them on the 35m film in 
three 16m boxes with the fourth 
part of each frame remaining 
| black. Film is developed in the 
ordinary way and when projected, 
a special lens attachment goes on 
| the projector so as to superimpose 
|the three images for color rendi- 
tion. 

Additive color processes have 
been sought by researchers since 
color first hit the screen. There 
| have been many attempts which 
have usually been unsuccessful be- 
cause of the need for extra ap- 
| paratus for projectors and the lack 
| of perfect registration. 

Dugromacolor, despite its fine 
registration, still has some draw- 
| backs. Many have been impressed 
| with the color but say it would 
be useless to make a film using 
| the process because it would take 
| five years to equip all theatres with 
| the necessary apparatus. The pro- 
| jector lens costs about $500. An- 


| Other drawback is that the film is | 


actually being projected as a 16m 
| image for subsequent loss in qual- 
| ity. However, fine grain develop- 
| ment has cut this loss of fidelity 
to some extent. 

The French industry, looking for 
a good, cheap color method, is natu- 
rally interested in Dugromacolor. 
With the hurdle of equipping all 
the different projectors out of the 
way, the remainder would be 
smoother sailing. Actual cost per 
foot of film was not announced. 


countries. The U. S. rights are 
partly owned (45%) by publicity 
agent Cary! Barrett. 


20TH’S 11 FOR 3 MOS. 
SAME AS LAST YEA 


New 20th-Fox release sked an- 
nounced in New York this week by 
Al Lichtman, director of distribu- 
tion, is numerically identical with | 
last year’s program. Lichtman dis- | 
closed that 11° productions will 
swing into release during the last 
| three months of this year, the same 
jas during October-through-Decem- 
ber, 1951. 

Included in the new lineup is 
| Darryl F. Zanuck’s production of 
“Snows of Kilimanjaro,”” in which 
|Gregory Peck, Susan Hayward and 
| Ava Gardner have the leads. Film 
will be pre-released in October, 
,following its preem at the Rivoli, 
N. Y., Sept. 17. 











Stoloff Maps 2 More 
‘Tales’ Pix in Europe 


Producer-director Victor Stoloff 
arrived in New York last week 
from Paris, where he completed 
the editing on “Tales of Cairo,” a 
three-part film which he made in| 
Egypt. Dubbing job will be done) 
in the U. S. 

Film was produced and directed | 
by Stoloff, scripted by Lou and) 
Joe Moreheim with Fred Frei-, 
burger, and lensed by French'| 
cameraman Nicolas Hayer. Three 
yarns are threaded together on the 
gimmick of an Arab guide who, 
tells three tales to an assembled | 
brood of kids. 

Stoloff plans followup pix in the | 





|atre Owners of America will 


The process is copyrighted in 18 | 


Clearances With Exhibitors Raised 
As Major Point Should TV Get Films 





TOA Wives to Get Tour Of 
White House by Trumans 


Wives of members of the The- 
be 


taken on a tour of the White House 
by President and Mrs. Truman as 


part of the program lined up for 
the theatre outfit’s national 
vention in Washington 

Mrs. Sidney Lust and Mrs. Frank 
Boucher are setting the femme 
agenda. Visit with the Trumans is 
slated for the morning of Sept. 17 


TOA as Defendant 


In 16m Suit to Get 


time | 
| photographer, supplied most of the | 


+ 


con- | 


Portions of any court decree di- 
| recting the sale of films to tele- 
casters, as sought in the Govern- 
ment’'s 16m suit, would necessarily 


ae vague and of doubtful work- 


ability, industry attorneys believe 
They point particularly to provi- 
sions governing clearances between 
iruns of a film at theatres and TV 
| stations, 

Department of Justice reps claim 
“reasonable” clearances will be de- 
manded as a means of protecting 
exhibs. However, lawyers under- 
lined this week, a distrib still could 
hold on to a film following its 
theatrical exhibition for a great 
length of time with the avowed aim 
of reissuing it to theatres. “Gone 
With the Wind” and “Snow White’ 
| have made the rounds many times 
| already and at this point still could 


Bd. Onceover at Meet draw more money from theatres 
fF | than telecasters could afford te 

Question of whether Theatre pay. 
Owners of America will seek to A ET a aa “ee 
become a defendant in the Gov me es pe we prt ~ ong 
ernment’s 16m antitrust suit likely | St@te, 1s Just about impossible te 
judge subsequent reissue value, i 


will be taken up by the board of 
| directors when the organization 
stages its rational convention in 
Washington Sept. 14-18 

Despite the statement by Spyros 
|P. Skouras, 20th-Fox prez, that 
he'll vigorously fight the suit, some 
|exhibs feel that the film companies 
| generally are not in the belligerent 
mood regarding the case as they, 
the exhibs, would prefer. 

It’s apparent that some TOA-ers 
are reasoning along that line and 
| may seek to have the outfit among 
ithe defendants. This would place 
the org in a firmer court position 
to carry on the battle with the 
Department of Justice. TOA, in 
\the complaint, is merely listed as 
'a “co-conspirator.” 





Johnston to Address Meet 
Washington, Aug. 26. 
Eric Johnston, Motion Picture 
Assn. of America prexy, will ad- 
|dress the convention banquet of 
|the Theatre Owners of America, 
| which meets here Sept. 14-18. 


; 





Dinner has been tagged the 
“Presidents’ Banquet” and_ will 
|honor the prexies of various} 


|branches of the industry. Studio | 
|chiefs and the heads of theatre | 
chains and associations will be | 
| among the 700 expected to attend. | 


'20th’s Nine Pix Due 
For September Lensing 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
September will be the busiest 
/month in years at 20th-Fox with 
|nine features slated to start, eight 
lof them in the first two weeks. 
Schedule includes “Stage to Silver 
City,” “First of April,” “The Presi- 
dent’s Lady,” “Blaze of Glory,” 
'“The Man on the Tightrope” (in 








| Munich), “Call Me Madam,” “Bap- | 


‘tism of Fire,” “Able Seaman 
Brown” (in London), and “Desert 
Rats.” 


Long Island Theatre Asks 





$1,050,000 Damages 


An antitrust suit asking for 
treble damages of $1,050,000 was 


filed in New York Federal Court | 
yesterday (Tues.) against four film | 
companies and a N. Y. metropoli- | 
tan area theatre chain by the La- | 


vellon Amus. Corp., operator of the 
Criterion Theatre, East Rockaway, 
L. Il. Defendants named were RKO, 
Warner Bros., 20th-Fox, Universal 
and Century Theatres. 

Lavellon charges that the de- 
fendants have discriminated against 
its theatre by giving preferential 


| treatment to Century on runs and 
| clearances. 


The Criterion is the 
only film house in East Rockaway. 
Century circuit operates several 
theatres in the surrounding area. 
Suit further charges that the dis- 
tribs discriminated against the Cri- 
terion on the RKO Theatres split 
pictures by giving Century 12 to 
14 days’ clearance instead of the 


| usual seven. Theatre, in 1951, insti- 


tuted a similar action against 
Loew's and others on the Loew’s 
split. This suit was settled early 
this year with the Criterion getting 
pix seven days after the Century 
showings in the surrounding ter- 
ritory. 

Change in Century's policy in op- 
eration of the Fantasy Theatre, 
Rockville Centre, L. 1. the suit 


same format called “Tales of charges, forced the Criterion to 
Paris” and “Tales of Spain,” all to| give a minimum of 12 to 14 days’ 
be made on the spot. ' clearance. 


jany, of a pic upon its initial theatre 
| playoff. In other words, the amount 
|of coin which theatres will yield 
|in the future on any given film is 
an unknown quantity which can- 
{not be compared with rental rev- 
}enue which telecasters could pro- 
vide at the present. The question 
|thereupon is asked: how can an 
equitable decision be made on 
| whether to sell a film to TV after 
theatrical exhibition or to hold 
back for additional inceme from 
theatres via reissue? 

Also, it’s said, if the case were 
to reach an ultimate court decision 
and a decree is entered, some con- 
| *é@eration would have to be given 
to theatres’ TV cempetition In 
line with this, attorneys ask, what 
yardstick could be used to deter- 
mine how the telecasting of pix 
yeven the oldies, would hurt new 
product in theatres? Lawyers in- 
sist it would be impossible to gauge 
this with scientific accuracy and 
therefore, the decree, if ever there 
|} is one, obviously would have to be 
| vague. 





2 Nip Distribs Squawk 

Tokyo, Aug. 19. 
| Top executives of two of Ja- 
| pan’s largest distributors handling 
| foreign films have expressed dis- 
| satisfaction with the motion pic- 
ture import policy of the Japanese 
| Finance Ministry when it announce¢ 
quotas for imported foreign films 
'for the last half of the. current 
fiscal year. 

Nagamasa Kawakita, prexy o! 
Towa Films, said that “we Japanesé 
traders consider the government 
policy should be such as to prevent 
accumulation of frozen yen, and to 
introduce good foreign pictures. 
| “We submitted to the Ministry a 





| plan for allowing film exports on 
the basis of distributors. The 
quota per country might prevent 
imports of excellent pictures if the 
number of countries increases and 
the overall quota is fixed at a spe- 
cific figure.” 

| Managing director of Shochikt 
| Studios, Shuichi Yamazaki, addec 
his protest. 


Govt. Shaky | 


Continued from page 














‘leged agreement among the dis- 
tribs to restrict their films from 
TV. Companies would be free ta 
set their own policies individually 
but not collectively, he said. 

Clapp concluded his long mes- 
isage with this: “The 16m _ case 
| charges that such an agreement ex- 
ists. The objectives of the suit, 
contrary to your editorial, are in 
accord with the basic philosophy 
upon which our economic institu- 
tions rest.” 

Couple of weeks ago the D. of Je 
issued a press statement designed 
to “clarify” the neture of the suit, 
similarly as Clapp invended in his 
Times letter. For the D. of J. to 
take such steps in the wake of 
institution of an action was seen 
as rare procedure. 





Enlist Labor In 16m Suit 
Santa Barbara, Aug. 26 
State Theatrical Federation will 
make a pitch for general labor sup- 
port in its stand against the gov- 
ernment’s 16m antitrust suit at the 
annual convention of the State Fed- 
eration of Labor heve this week. 
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~~ Amusement Stock Quotations 


For the Week Ending Tuesday (26) 





Weekly Weekly Weekly Tues. Net. 
Vol.in. High Low Close Change 
100s for week 

N. ¥. Stock Exchange 
ABC... .-cerecercevees ee 10% 934 954 +% 
CBS, “A” cacecsecrences 20 35 3314 35 +1% 
CBS, “B” .cscccseveeeese 30 3414 33% 3414 41 
Col, Pits. .--seeereereeese 13 123%4 124% 1234 sel 
Deca... -..+++ee8 Te rr ate f 9 87% 9 
Eastman Kodak ......... 173 453% 441% 447% in 
LOOQW SB. 5 ies tee cece atees (304 13% 1336 1334 
Paramount. ....-+eeeeeese 39 25% 2434 25 1 & 
Philco ....-++. ek abiee.” ae 31% 30% 31 nn 
RCA i. Shas sree geass stke 200 2658 2514 261% 1, 
RKO Pictures............ 61 4 3% 4 
RKO Theatres......... a eae 3% 314 3% 
Republic... ....seccceee. 34 3% 35% 334 1 & 
Rep., pfd... ea eee becocsece 4 10% 10 103% 1% 
20th-Fox....... dethivcdux te 16% 1554 16 aw Sh 
a PE Seviicthosscees AD 13% 135% 135% an ae 
Univ. eeeeeeseve 27 1234 12% 12% 4 ly 
Univ, BO. .< vscs'esee0cess ie ee 61 62 
Warner BroS........++- ee. 33 13 1234 12% 
Temi « Gini. exon thoes ese: oo 1614 75 1514 41 
N. ¥. Curb Exchange 
The MORE OTL FOR ISS. 64 16% 15% 15% 4+ 3% 
pee ee ae 11 3 2% 3 
Technicolor..... eee ee 7 21% 215% 21% 1% 
Over-the-Counter Securities Bid Ask 
Cinecolor Pity WHE OUG YY. teh oH 0b baa AOE 13g 1% |. 3% 
Chesapeake Industries (Pathe)....... seat. ave 4 ee, aa 
U. A; Se ks Fas a Fs ede to na wes 4% 5% 1 14 
Walk Tee aie PEIN 5 ie eb ov es tara 73% 844 


(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 
« 





Goldwyn Difficulties 
In Germany on Taxes | 


Being Squared Away! 


Difficulties encountered by Sam- | 
uel Goldwyn Productions in its 
operations in Germany are on their | 





way to being squared away. George | population or over in 














New ‘Gold Rush’ | 


aaa Continued from page 3 jas 








supply concern head has gone so 
far as to predict that there'll be a | 
200 to 400-car drive-in theatres in | 
or near every “good” town of 2,000 


this area | 


Slaff, Goldwyn counsel, who made | within the next two years. | 


a flying three-week trip to Frank- 
fort on the fiscal and tax problems, 
returned to New York last week. 


The boys with the modest bank- | completed, 


rolls are willing to take the gam- 


Goldwyn organization suffered, | ble, it’s now evident. They aren't 


along with numerous other U. S. | 
producers and distribs, from in- 
terpretation of the tax law to which 
the German organization objected, 
resulting in impounding of bank 
accounts an@ records. Among other 
steps taken by Slaff was to employ 
counsel in Germany on a regular 
basis to avoid similar mixups in 
the future. 

Leo Horster will continue as 
Goldwyn sales rep in Germany. 
RKO, which handles Goldwyn prod- 
uct in most of the world, will dis- 
tribute the producer’s new pix. 
Herzog Films had been handling 
the old stuff during the period the 
American industry was jointly 
repped hy the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Ass’n, 





Censor Row Over ‘Ronde’ 


Boosts Biz in Tel Aviv 


Tel Aviv, Aug. 19. 

" When a censorship license for 
La Ronde” was first applied for 
it was granted without. the board 
looking at the film. After the pic 
Was released here at the newly- 
Opened Armon David Theatre, the 
censors decided they had made a 
mistake, hence, after three weeks’ 
showing the film to all age groups, 
the picture was suddenly declared 
unsuitable for youths under 18, 
and banned to them. This all cre- 
ated more interest in the pic. 

, Stiener Films, distrib of the film 
in Israel, protested to the censor- 
Ship board, claiming that the age 
When people may get married in 
Israel is 17 and not 18, the film 
should be permitted to patrons 
above the age of 17. The censor- 
Ship board ruled that the distribu- 
tor was right in the case of “La 
onde” and it can be shown to all 
Over 17 years of age. 


Evelyn Keyes’ French Pic 
f Paris, Aug. 26. 

' Henri Lavorel, French producer, 
S doing a French-English version 
Pic here under the aegis of his 
own producing company, Le Monde 
n Images. The film stars Evelyn 
oe and Gallic star Henri Vidal. 
on budget, necessitating loca- 
a Shooting, and language bar- 
te are making the shooting a 
mic Tower of Babel. Picture is 
sae “Arrival in Paris.” Miss 
Winn i is learning French, and 
idal is being tutored in English. 
ve Film concerns an American heir- 
ah who comes to Paris and meets 
rs handsome ex-Russian Prince on 
: us tour. The Prince has be- 
ome a con man preying on tour- 








Sts and fronts as a guide for the 
$ tours, 


deterred by the fact that the 
Northwest’s summers are abbre- 
viated, the elements more than or- 
dinarily uncertain and night warm 
weather, even during the so-called 
summer, is mostly in short supply. 
A current impression is that the 
ozoner concession stand alone 
guarantees financial success. 


RKO Fight Bid 


Continued from page 3 














of a can. We feel fully qualified to 
handle the distribution.” 

Halpern, unable to outbid home 
video with theatre television alone, 
went to UA and several other film 
companies to get them to take the 
film rights. He has received active 
support from UA, which has indi- 
cated a willingness to put up an 
advance, but it also is not ready 
to meet Irish’s asking price. 

Garden exec said yesterday 
(Tues.) that the promoters and the 
Garden management have not com- 
pletely eliminated the possibility 
of home television. It’s understood 
that Gillette has made a bid of 
about $250,000. .This tops previous 
payments of $185,000 the razor 
company made for the Joe Louis- 
Marciano tiff and $175,000 for the 
Ezzard Charles-Walcott tussle. 

Aim of the film interests, of 
course, is to come close enough to 
the Gillette bid via a combination 
of theatre television and , film 
rights. Pix outfits don’t have to top 
the Gillette figure, sirice rt’s under- 
stood the IBC would prefer to ped- 
dle the theatre rights, which it be- 
lieves would not dent the fight’s 
b.o. as much as home video. If the 
theatre TV rights are sold, Phila- 
delphia, and perhaps the surround- 
ing area, would naturally be 
blacked out. . 

Although the advance being 
asked by the IBC hasn’t been re- 
vealed, it’s said to be plenty hefty 
since the promoters regard this | 
bout as the biggest attraction since 
the advent of theatre television. 

RKO has done biz with the IBC 
before, having last year the film 
rights to the Ray Robinson-Randy 
Turpin fight and the Willy Pep- 
Sandy Saddler bout: Filmery paid 
an advance of $300,000 for both 
matches. It did exceedingly well 
on the Robinson-Turpin encounter 
but took a shellacking on the Pep- 
Saddler setto. As a result, RKO is 


| tice of the peace here. 





little gunshy of huge advances. 


Foreign Correspondents 
Reelect Bert Reisfeld 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

For the second time in two years 
Bert Reisfeld (Germany) was 
elected prexy of the Hollywood 
Foreign Correspondents Assn. 
Other winning candidates were 
Ram Bagai (India), veepee; Geor- 
gette O'Connor (New Caledonia), 
secretary, and Jamshed Sheybani 
(Iran), treasurer. 


New executive committee con- 


sists of Dianne Q. Carrere (Spain), | 
e P |}about 200 cinemas in China, and | 
| still has many film houses in For- 


Regina Claire (Australia), Esko 
Miettinen (Finland), Abe Sandler 
(Sweden) and Bertil Unger (Swe- 
den). 


Korda, Lopert Set 
On U.S. Distrib Of 





Three British Films | prise, with Sun Laotse investing 


Deal has been set with the Alex- 
ander Korda organization and I. E. 
Lopert, prexy of the Lopert Films 
Distributing Corp., for release in 
the U. S. of three British pix as 
well as financial interest in the 
properties. Connected with Lopert 
in the coin department is Robert 
Dowling, of City Investing Corp., 
who with the distrib exec has a 
25% production investment in the 
films and participation in the 


| world-wide distribution profits. 


Final agreement on the deal was 
made by Lopert, who returned last 
week (19) from England. -Pix in- 
volved in the pact are “Sound Bar- 
rier,” a David Lean production 
starring Sir Ralph Richardson and 
Ann Todd; “Gilbert & Sullivan,” a 
Launder-Gilliat Technicolor pro- 
duction starring Robert Morley and 
Maurice Evans, and a new Carol 
Reed pic, as yet untitled. 

“Sound Barrier,” which has been 
is set for release in 
the U. S. in about two months. 
Lean and Miss Todd will come to 


|the U. S. early in September for 


bally activities in connection with 
the pic. “Gilbert & Sullivan” will 
follow the release of “Barrier,” 
and it is expected that the new 
Reed film will be ready for dis- 
tribution in the faH of '53. 

While in England, Lopert re- 
vealed that he. concluded a deal 
with Sidney Box to co-produce in 
England a Technicolor ballet pic- 
ture featuring the members of the 
Sadler’s Wells Ballet. In another 
arrangement with Korda, Lopert 
and City Investing will participate 
financially in the production of an 
underwater story. Pic, as yet un- 
titled, will be made in Technicolor. 

During his European trek Lo- 
pert snared the U. S. rights to 
“Fanfan La Tulippe’ and a new 
Julien Duvivier film still before 
the cameras, “Holiday For Hen- 
riette.” He also bought the rights 
to the Italian-made ‘Sensuality” 
and “Cops and Robbers,” and has 
an option on the French “Wage of 
Fear.” 

Announcing that his company ex- 
pects to release a minimum of 
three films during 1953, Lopert 're- 
vealed that present plans are for 
his outfit to distribute directly all 
roadshow pix and outstanding for- 
eign films. On pix with a very wide 
general appeal, he said he would 
weigh deals with outside distribut- 
ing companies. 

Lopert’s plans also include state- 
side production. He is currently 
negotiating with a director and re- 
vealed that within a week a pact 
would be signed for the production 
of a pic in U. S. for distribution 
by his organization. 


Maria Felix to Marry 
Arg. Actor in Uruguay 


Montevideo, Aug. 19. 

After a wait of several weeks, 
Mexican film star Maria Felix 
finally received the divorce docu- 
ments which will enable her to wed 
Argentine actor Carlos Thompson 
here. The couple has filed appli- 
cation for a license before the jus- 
Under Uru- 
guayan law the couple must wait 
10 days before being married, 
which means the ceremony will be 
late in August. 

The Argentine actor gave his 
name as Juan Carlos Mundin 
Dousse. This is his first marriage. 
Maria Felix gave her name as 
Maria de los Angeles Felix. Her 
17-year-old son by previods mar- 
riage will be a witness at the cere- 
mony. 





Personal Ambitions Gone, Selling 
Tickets Lone Barometer—Schwalberg 





Chinese Exhib Plans 
Production in Spain 





Madrid, Aug. 19. 
Sun Laotse, who formerly owned 


mosa, Philippines, Hong Kong and 
Macao, is here to finance the mak- 
ing of several pictures with Far 
East backgrounds. First to be 
lensed will be a production of his 
own novel, “The Yellow River Is 
No More Blue,” script already hav- 
ing been done by Marcela de Juan. 


It will be a co-production enter- 





about $200,000.. Pic will be di- 
irected by veteran producer Florian 
Ray. Another film will be directed 
lby Portuguese director Arturo 
| Duarte, and will star his wife, Te- 
|resa Casal. 


N.Y. SERIES AS TEST 
FOR WB ON ‘FATIMA’ 


New York is serving as a testing | 
|ground on both sales policy and 
exploitation plans for Warner | 
| Bros.’ “The Miracle of Our Lady 
| of Fatima.” Dual booking—con- 
{tinuous run at the Astor and re- 
|served-seat, upped-admission at | 
the Bijou—is an innovation for) 
| Warners, and company is carefully 
| studying the results before deter- 
| mining the sales approach in other 
areas 

Present plans call for the com- 
pany to withold further bookings 
of the pic for about four weeks. 
At that time openings are planned 
in about 15 other situations, em- 
ploying the lessons learned in the 
Gotham run. If these policies dco 
not hold for the hinterland engage- 
ments, changes will be made for 














low immediately. On the basis of 
these initial showings, company 
will decide if a roadshow, upped- 
scale policy, with emphasis on thea- 
tre parties, is feasible or if the 
continuous-run, regular-price rou- 
tine is better. 


last Wednesday (20) night, pic 
opened strong at both the Astor 
and Bijou the following day with 
SRO performances at the Astor 
and a complete sellout for opening | 
night at the Bijou. 

Another departure for Warners 
—saturation use of video spots to 
plug the pic—is also being studied 
by company execs for possible ex- 
tension in other regions. Outfit is 
particularly pleased so far with the 
results obtained in the TV drive. 


FWC Puts 9 Houses 
On Block Under Decree 


Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 

Fox West Coast put nine of its 
California theatres on the market 
under the Government’s divorce- 
ment decree separating the circuit 
from 20th-Fox. Only bids to be 
considered are those from exhibi- 
tors or persons planning to enter 
the exhibition field. 

Seven houses will be sold out- 
right, including land, building and 
equipment. They are the Alpha, 
Melrose, Hi-Ho, Avalon, San Diego 
Egyptian, Santa Paula Fox and 
Turlock Fox. Also on the block are 
lease and equipment of the Bel- 
mont and Tower theatres. 


Pickford Film 


——mumg Continued from page 3 

















that included a visit to Israel. He'll 
make a pic in the Holy Land, “The 
Juggler,” which is likewise slated 
to go before the cameras Oct. 1. 

Kramer said that United Artists, 
which had originally skedded the 
Kirk Douglas-starrer, “Champion,” 
for Israeli release about a month 
ago, has delayed it to coincide 
with the player’s arrival there for 
top role in “The Juggler.” 

While in New York for two days 
last week, producer took the oc- 
casion to sneak “Fourposter,” 
which he recently completed for 
Columbia release, in Stamford. 





| will turn out a bonanza,” 


the subsequent bookings, with ap-| 
proximately 100 dates set to fol-| Papers in 


Following an invitational preem | 


Albany, Aug. 26. 

Hollywood today has as its sole 
objective the production of pic- 
tures that will “sell tickets,”” A. W. 
Schwalberg, president of Para- 
mount Film Distributing Corp., de- 
clared in a banquet address (20) 
climaxing the annual Schine Cir- 


| cuit convention last week. 


Gone are the days when produ- 
cers made pictures to “gratify per- 
sonal liking, personal ambition;” 
departed, too, are the premieres 
where “the great god genius re- 
ceived all the applause and the 
backslapping of assistants,” Schwal- 
berg added. 


“ It is not just money that counts 
today,” continued Schwalberg. “Nor 
is it expensiveness and lavishness 
of production; there is also the 
story, theme and idea. Hollywood, 
thirsting for knowledge, realizes 
that the acid test is: ‘Will the pub- 
lic buy tickets?’” 


Never before in film history, said 


} ~ . 
ithe Paramount official, haye east 


and west been closer together than 
today. Speaking for his company, 


| Schwalberg pledged that no project 
| will be attempted “unless East and 


West see eye to eye on its possi- 
bilities for selling tickets.” Even 
with this system he would not ven- 
ture to predict that “every picture 
but the 
speaker believed that ‘“‘we know the 
public pulse better than anybody 
else.” 

Surveying the competition pic- 
tures face today—television, sports, 
including night baseball, the high- 
ways, beaches and “even sunshine” 
—Schwalberg commented that the 
industry had met and overcome 
competition in the past; possessed 
the brains, ingenuity, know-how 
and confidence to do so again. 
Schwalberg conceded he did not 
know “all the answers” to tele- 
vision, although he did refer to the 
dire predictions—later proved un- 
founded—about the impact of radio 
on motion pictures. 

The merits of radio vs. news- 
advertising pictures 
| formed the basis for debate at a 
| convention Symposium. Main par- 
|ticipants were Seymour Morris, 
|circuit’s director of publicity; Gus 
Lampe, chain’s general manager; 
J. Myer Schine, head of the circuit, 
| and Si Seadler, Metro ad manager. 








U.S. Coin Finances 


India Color Lab 


Washington, Aug. 26. 
A laboratory for processing 
color films is about to be estab- 
lished in India by American capi- 
tal, reports Nathan D. Golden, di- 
rector of the motion picture-pho- 
tographic products division of the 

U. S. Department of Commerce. 


New firm will be known as Color 
India, Inc., and should be ready 
for business about January, 1953. 
All financing is being put up by 
American sources. While India 
probably produces more films than 
any other nation in the world, it 
is a novice in the tinter field. So 
far, only two or three 35m color 
pix have been made by Indian 
producers. In each instance, they 
required foreign technical aid and 
were sent abroad for processing. 
India does have facilities for proc- 
a 8 and 16m films and 35m 
stills. 


Color India, Inc., is expected to 
provide a big hypo for production 
of color pix® in the country. As 
part of the overall arrangement, 
two Bombay studios, the Central 
and Minerva, said Golden, are 
being reequipped to handle pro- 
duction of color pix. Although 
these are owned by Indian capital, 
they will be managed by the same 
U. S. outfit as will run Color India. 
The studio, together with Ameri- 
cin and British technical experts, 
will be available for rental by any 
Indian producer. 


Par’s TV Policy Switch 


In England on ‘Carrie’ 

‘ Although Paramount won't al- 
low the showing of excerpts of 
its pix on TV in the U. S., film 
company has a different policy in 
England. 

Clips from “Carrie’’ were shown 
last week on the British Broad- 
casting show, “Current Release,” 
fortnightly program devoted to 
outstanding pix. 
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NY. Boothmen 
Strongly Resisted 
On Exhib Pact 


Although no impasse has been 
reached, Projectionists Union, Lo- 
cal 306, International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees, is 
meeting strong resistance from 
Greater New York circuits and 
Broadway houses in negotiations 
for a new contract. Union is seek- 
ing a 15% package deal hike, with 
13% as a wage boost and 2% for 
the welfare fund. 

Preliminary talks have been 
held with Loew’s, RKO and the 
operators of Broadway houses, but 
no progress has been made to date. 
An exploratory session with the 
Independent Theatre Owners Assn. 
took place Monday (25) when Her- 
man Gelber, Local 306 prexy, ex- 
changed views with Max A. Cohen, 
head of the ITOA labor commit- 
tee. 

Bargaining conclaves will get 
down to mere pertinent issues soon 
after Labor Day, when further 
meetings are scheduled’ with 
Cohen, Joseph Vogel, Loew’s The- 


atres chief; Sol Schwartz, RKO 
prexy; Maj. Leslie Thompson, 
RKO labor relations head, and 


Russell Downing, Radio City Mu- 
sic Hall prexy. Loew’s, RKO and 
the Broadway houses, repped by | 
Downing, hold joint negotiations | 
with Local 306 and the pact set 
with the three outfits usually | 
serves as a pattern for the other 
N. Y. circuits, with Skouras, Cen- 
tury, Randforce, etc., accepting 
similar wage terms. ITOA holds | 
separate talks with the union. 

Negotiations between Local 306 | 
and the exhibs have been, in the 
past, extremely prolonged, often 
extending from six months to a 
year. Despite the present wide 
divergence on the feasibility of a 
wage boost at this time, hope was 
expressed that a pact would be 
finalized by early fall. 

Union, however, indicated it will 
be adamant in its request for pay 
hikes, pointing out the increased 
cost of living and the fact that the 
boothmen haven't received a boost 
in four years. Exhibs are counter- 
ing with the problems being cur- 
rently faced at the b.o. and are 
pleading an inability to absorb 
added labor costs at this time. It 
is expected that they will ask for 
a reduction in the number of men 
manning the booths, a move the 
union has indicated it will fight 
strongly. 

Union’s position is that biz 
hasn’t been as bad as the exhibs 
have been claiming. Labor outfit 
also notes that the b.o. has im- 
proved recently and that fewer 
theatres have shuttered than were 
originally expected. 


Hartford Courant, 


Jersey Paper Defer To 
Exhibs on Ad Rates 


Although progress has been pain- 
fully slow, film theatres through- 
out the country are beginning to 
receive some concessions and occa- 
sional downward revision of adver- 
tising rates. 

Most recent concession is that 








Higher Rent Forcing 
Pitt Variety to Move 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 26. 

Tent No. 1 of Variety Club will 
probably move from William Penn 
Hotel, where it has occupied quar- 
ters for the last 12 years, when 
present lease epxires in March 
next year. The reason is that the 
hotel which recently reverted back 
to the Eugene Eppley management 
after being Statler-operated for a 
long stretch, wants nearly triple 


the rent the showmen’s organiza- | 


tion has been paying. 

Current deal calls for rental of 
$4,800 a year and William Penn is 
now asking $13,500 for the first 
year, with a graduated scale. Va- 


| riety Club. bosses will scout around 


for a new site. 


Yank, British Pix 


Pace Aussie Biz 


Sydney, Aug. 19. 
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Aussie cinema boxoffices con- | 
tinue doing solid biz with top- | 
flight product from U. S. and 


British distributors. Many look for 
trade to continue at a fast gait 
through to the Xmas holidays. 

“Streetcar” (WB) is holding 
strongly in sixth week here. 
“Where No Vultures Fly” (BEF) 
is powerful in fifth round while 
“Singin’ in Rain” (M-G) is wind- 
ing up an eight-weeks run. “La 
Ronde” (Foreign) amazes by 
playing a 27th week. 

“Sailor Beware” (Par) looks 
very big in sixth week. “Phone 
Call From Stranger” (RKO) is 
okay in third round. Other films 
now playing include “Mr. Denning 
Drives North” (London), “Glass 
Menagerie” (WB), “Girl in Evéry 
Port” (RKO) and “Viva Zapata” 
(20th). 





“Vultures” Flying High 
Melbourne, Aug 19. 
“Laughter in Paradise” (20th), 
“Bitter Rice” (RKO) and “Laven- 


der Hill Mob” (BEF) opened 
smash here. “With Song in My 
Heart” (20th) also started out 


great, with “Place in Sun” (Par) 
and “Carbine Williams” (M-G) 
also doing well. 





Adelaide’s Biggies 
Adelaide, Aug. 19. 

“The River” (UA) and “Sam- 
son and Delilah” (Par) were 
strong on their preems here. 
“Lone Star” (M-G), “Davey My 
Son” (Col) and “African Queen” 
(UA) also are playing. 





Ditto Brisbane 
Brisbane, Aug. 19. 
“Two Tickets to Broadway” 
(RKO) shapes socko on its debut 
here. “No Vultures Fly” (BEF) is 
getting a record-breaking opening 
stanza. 





Philly Firm Buys 


Control of Cinecolor 
Hollywood. Aug. 26. 





from the Hartford Courant. Fol- 
lowing the precedent set by the 
Hartford Times, which raised its 
rates generally but did not touch 
the amusement charge, the Cou- 
rant, which is having a general rate 
raise Sept. 1, has decided to leave 
the theatre and amusement rate 
as it has been since December, 
1950, in deference to the exhibs. 

Last week the New. Brunswick 
(N. J.) Home News sliced the film 
rate from $1.65 to a $1.55 per col- 
umn inch. This gave pix houses the 
same rate as the local retail stores. 

Other revisions have taken place 
throughout the country, but pub- 
ad execs point out that many news- 
papers are reluctant to publicize 
rate cuts. Consequently, theatres 
when requested not to, have with- 
held announcements of the rate 
changes. 





Panama Getting Its Ist Ozoner 

Washington. 
Panama is due to get its first 
drive-in this fall, reports the U.S. 
Department of Commerce. Con- 
struction is now under w ay for the 
ozoner which will have a capacity 
of 636 cars. Being built with local 
capital, it will cost about $175.000 
and be located on outskirts of 
Panama City. 


Through the purchase of $277,- 
350 worth of sinking fund deben- 
tures the Donner Corp. of Phila- 
delphia has acquired legal control 
of Cinecolor Corp., according to 
Karl Herzog, Cinecolor prexy. Con- 
trol, he said, will last until the 
debentures are paid off, five. years 
hence. 


A month ago Cinecolor stock- 
holders were offered $452,350 
worth of 5% debentures but sub- 
scribed only £175,000, with the 
Donner company buying the rest. 








‘Greatest Show’ Preems 


| For Charity in Dublin 
Dublin, Aug. 26. 
| Local hospitals, charities for 
, underprivileged children and the 
;cerebral palsy association here 
|shared the proceeds of the pre- 
'miere showing last week of Cecil 
B. DeMille’s “Greatest Show on 
_Earth” at the Adeiphi Theatre. 
| Dublin’s Variety Tent No. 41 spon- 
sored the showing. 
| F. E, Hutchinson, Paramount’s 
'general sales manager in Great 
Britain and Ireland, flew over 
| from London to represent the com- 
i pany. Over 2,000 persons attended. 


| 
| 
| 


Turner’s ‘One More’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Lana Turner will emote next in 
“One More Time,” an Armand 
Deutsch production scripted by 
Garson Kanin and Ruth Gordon. 
Actress was originally slated to 
appear in “Why Should I Cry,” but 
that screenplay is undergoing re- 
pairs. “Latin Lovers” will follow 
“Cry” on the Turner program. 





Bomb Tex Ozoner 
In Union Strife 


Corpus Christi, Aug. 26. 

Arnulfo Gonzales, owner of the 
new Buccaneer Drive-In, reported 
to local police that his ozoner has 
been bombed for the second time. 
Two other houses he operates here, 
the Avalon and Pan-American, 
were targets of bombs during the 
past year. Gonzales believes the 
bombings stem from trouble he is 
having with unions. 
Ezell Named Texas Drive-In Chief 

Dallas, Aug. 26. 

Claude Ezell, 
Associates, drive-in circuit opera- 
tor, was named prez of the Texas 
Drive-In Theatre Owners Assn. 
formed at a meeting here. Jack A. 
Farr, Arthur Landsman and E. L. 
Pack were named veepees; Charles 
Weissenberg and Tim Ferguson 
were named secretary and treas- 


|urer respettively. 





Morrisville, Pa., Ozoner Projected 
Albany, Aug. 26. 

With thousands of new residents 
in the Morrisville, Pa., area where 
U. S. .Steel’s Fairless Works will 
soon be in partial operation, Hell- 
man Theatres will build an 800-car 
ozoner in the vicinity at an esti- 
mated cost of $150,000. Site was 
obtained by Neil Hellman on a 
recent trip to Philadelphia. It’s 
located between Langhorne and 
Morrisville on Route No. 1. Leon 
M. Einhorn, of Albany, is prepar- 
ing the ozoner’s plans. 


Legit Bits 


“ams, Continued from page 13 























Lamp,” current summer hit at the 
Grand Theatre, Blackpool. It will 
play twice nightly, and will be first 
legit show at this house in a dec- 
ade ... Prince Littler has signed 
Bill Fraser, currently starring in 
“Between Ourselves,” intimate re- 
vue, at Westgate Pavilion, for a 
Christmas pantomime at Leicester, 
with option for the next two years. 

Tony Vivian has acquired Eng- 
lish rights of “Pagan in the Par- 
lor,’ American play by Franklin 
Lacey, which was tried out last 


year at Pasadena Playhouse. James 
Whale has returned from America 
to stage, with Hermione Baddeley 
starring, and Moyna MacGill, back 
from America, and Catherine 
Lacey in support. Show is being 
tried out at the Theatre Royal, 
Bath, Sept. 15, and will tour the 
provinces for six weeks, coming to 
the West End in October. 


Alex Reeve will produce “The 
Merry Month of May,” new play by 
Noel Langley, when it opens at 
Northampton Sept. 15 for tryout 
prior to London production... 
Jack Hulbert will direct. Brother 
Claude is playing the leading role 
in Constance Cox’s new play, an 
adaptation of Oscar Wilde’s short 
story, “Lord Arthur Saville’s 
Crime,” which goes into Alfred Es- 
daile’s Royal Court Theatre Oct. 7 
as tryout prior to West End pro- 
duction. eter Haddon will sup- 
port Hulbert. Play is also set for 
production at Copenhagen, Stock- 
holm, Helsinki, the Hague, Milan 
and Vienna, with Eric Glass having 
negotiated deals. 


Laurence Olivier resuming legit 
production again in the fall. He 
will produce “The Art of Living,” 
which was tried out at the Irving 
Theatre, with Joan Greenwood and 
Patric Doonan starred . . . Irene 
Selznick on the Continent, and ex- 
pected back end of August to 
negotiate the production of the 
Broadway hit, “Bell, Book and 
Candle,” in the West End for Coro- 
nation Year with one of the top 
legit producing companies here... 
Peter Hammond taking over lead 
from Dermot Walsh in the White- 
hall Theatre hit, “Reluctant 
Heroes,” with Walsh to start pro- 
vincial tour in the play “Smiling 
Through,” which was made into a 





film sometime ago by Metro, with 
Norma Shearer starred. 


head of Ezell &| 
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80)—“‘Captain Pirate” (Col). Aver- 
lage $5,000. Last week, “Jungle” 
(Lip), same. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,174; 50-80) 
—"Strange World” (Indie). Boff 
$10,000. Last week, “Lovely Look 
At” (M-G) (m.o.), $5,000. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 50-80)— 
|“World in Arms” (U) (2d wk). Very 
big $14,000 after smash $22,000 last 
week. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (485) (50-$1) 
—‘“High Treason” (Indie). Trim 
$6,500. Holds. Last week, “Out- 
cast of Islands’ (UA) (4th wk), 
| $3,000. 
| Warner (WB) (2,174; 
|‘‘Where’s Charley” (WB). Sturdy 
| $13,000. Last week, “Jumping 
Jacks” (Par) (3d wk), $12,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 50-$1)— 
“Walk East on Beacon” (Col) (6th 
wk). Okay $4,000 for second week 
lin row. Holgs. 


‘Robin’ Rich $11,000 In 
L’ ville: ‘In Arms’ Good 


96, ‘Charley’ Stout 7G 


Louisville, Aug. 26. 

Some spots doing healthy biz at 
first-runs this week: Rialto with 
“Robin Hood” is nice while Mary 
Anderson showing “Where’s Char- 
ley” looms strong. While the latter 
was beaten out by the stage play 
of the same name.several weeks 
|ago at Iroquois Amphitheatre, edge 
does not seem to have been taken 
off the film. Holdover of “Island 
of Desire” at Kentucky is going 
great. “World in His Arms” looms 
good at State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,000; 54-75) 
—‘Island of Desire’ (UA) and 
“Army Bound” (UA) (2d wk). Solid 
$4,000 after $5,000 opener. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
54-75)—“‘Where’s Charley” (WB). 
Strong $7,000 or over. Last week, 
“Captain Pirate” (Col), $6,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
54-75)—"‘Robin Hood” (RKO). Nice 








} 


50-80)— 





$11,000 in sight. Last week, 
“Carrie” (Par), $9,000. 

‘| State ‘(Loew’s) (3,000; 54-75)— 
“World in His Arms” (U) and 


“Holiday for Sinners” (M-G). Good 
$9,000. Last week, “Don’t Bother 
to Knock” (20th) and “Big Night” 


(UA), same. > 

Strand (FA) (1,200; 54-75)— 
“Fighter” (UA) and “Outcast of 
Islands” (UA). About average 


$4,000. Last week, “Wagons West” 
(Mono) and “Wild Stallion” (Mono), 
$3,500. 


Ask 8556 for Piracy 
On Metro Picture 


Santa Monica, Aug. 26. 

Mildred Cram and Maurice Rev- 
nes filed suit for $855,000 in Su- 
perior Court against Loew’s, Inc., 
and writer-director Robert Pirosh, 
charging plagiarism in the, Metro 
picture, “Washington Story.” 

Plaintiffs declare “Washington” 
was lifted from their own story 
treatments, “I Am An American” 
and “Mary Smith, U. S. A.,” which 
were submitted to Metro. They 
ask $105,000 for loss of screen 
credits and $750,000 general dam- 
ages. 








: Just for Newsmen 


Contest exclusively for newspa- 
permen has been set up by Para- 
mount &’s a promotion gimmick for 
“Just For You,” Bing Crosby-Jane 
Wyman costarrer. 

Letter to reporters asks them to 
fill out attached cards and send 
them back to Par. Cards are to 
go into a big barrel and Miss Wy- 
man will pick out the winner at a 
ceremony Saturday (6) at the Vil- 
lage Theatre, Lake Arrowhead, 
Cal. Lucky scribe wins a week’s 
vacation for two at Arrowhead. 





$500,000 Paramount in Canada 

Edmohton, Alta., Aug. 26. 
Built at a cost of $500,000 by 
Famous Players Canadian Corp., 
the Paramount was opened here. 
House seats 1,400 and is the most 
modern in western Canada. Wal- 
ter Wilson, manager of Edmon- 
ton’s Capitol since 1923, was named 
manager, W. H. (Bill) Wilson, man- 
ager of the Garneau, moving up to 
the Capitol and Fred Varlow as- 
sistant at the Capitol, going to 
Garneau. The Paramount has the 
| biggest indoor screen in Canada, a 
25-by-18-foot seamless plastic one. 
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Fear’ Lively $35,000 In 
Det; ‘Dreamboat’ Sturdy 
14G, ‘Affair’ Big 256.24 


Detroit, Aug. 

Plethora of holdovers oe 
houses have new bills) is cutting 
biz this week. One newcomer 
“Sudden Fear,” looks big at the 
Fox. “Dreamboat” shapes solid at 
United Artists. “Affair in Trini. 
dad” is holding up well at the 
Michigan. Nearly all oth 
ping off currently. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95). 
“Sudden Fear” (RKO) and “Nar- 
row Margin” (RKO). Big $35,000 
Last week, “We're Not Married” 
(20th) and “Breakdown” (Indie) 
$19,000. : 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4.909: 
70-95)—“‘Affair in Trinidad” (Col) 
and “Just Across Street” (U) (24 
wk). Okay $25,000. Last week, sock 
$33,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,961; 70-95)—“Dip. 
lomatic Courier” (20th) and “Wag. 
on’s West” (Moho) (2d wk). Down 
to $12,000. Last week, great $17~ 





ers Slip- 


000. 
Madison (UD) (1,900: 70-95)— 
“Carrie” (Par) (2d wk). Held at 


$9,000. Last week, oke $13,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,900: 70- 
95) — “Dreamboat” (20th) and 
“Holiday for Sinners” (M-G). Big 
$15,000. Last week, “Anybody 
Seen My Gal” (U) and “Kansas 
Territory” (Mono), $10,000. 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 70-95)— 
“World in Arms” (U) (4th wk). 
Holding at $5,000. Last week, big 
7,000. 





‘Fear’ Fancy $11,000, 

Balto; ‘Show’ 9'4G, 2d 

Baltimore, Aug. 26. 
Change to cooler temperatures 

is sparking trade a bit here, but it 
is still far from good. Leader is 
“Sudden Fear” at the Town with 
sock total. “Greatest Show” in its 
second week at pop prices looks 
nice at Keith’s. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s UA) (3,000; 20- 
70)—“Diplomatic Courier’ (20th. 
Fair $7,000. Last week, second of 
“Don’t Bother to Knock” (20th), 
$6,000. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
70)—“Greatest Show” (Par) (2d 
wk). Fine $9,500 after $15,700 first 
session on popscale run. 

Mayfair ‘Hicks) (980; 20-70)— 
“Stolen Face” (Lip). Opening to- 
morrow (Wed.) after “Woman of 
Lge Country” (Rep) got steady 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-70)— 
“Dreamboat” (20th) (2d wk). Oke 
$6,000 after nice $9,200 opener. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 
“Big Jim McLain” (WB). Starts 
tomorrow (Wed) after 10 days of 
“Where’s Charley’ (WB), drew 


Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-70) 
—‘Sudden Fear” (RKO). Sock $11,- 
000 to pace city. Last week, “High 
Noon” (UA) (2d wk), $6,300. 


DENVER 


(Continued from page 8) 


issue). Fast $9,000. Last week, 
“Duel at Silver Creek” (U) and 
“Beautiful But Broke” (Col), $6,300. 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,200; 50- 
85)—“‘Lovely to Look At” (M-G) 
(3d wk). Fair $7,000, Last week, 
$7,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 50-85) 
— “Carrie” (Par). Nice $11,000. 
Holds. Last week, “Greatest Show 
(Par) (3d wk), $9,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 50-85) — 
“World in Arms” (U) and Army 
Bound” ‘Mono) (2d wk-2 days’. 
Oke $4,000, with socko $21,000 for 
9 days. ee 

Esquire (Fox) (742; G5) —~ 
“World in Arms” (U) and ys 
Bound” (Mono) (2d_ wk-2 days’. 
Getting solid $4,500 for 9 days. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 50-85) 
“One Minute’ to Zero’ (RKO) -_ 
“Holiday for Sinners (M-G "ost 
wk). Off bad 600 $10,000. 
week, great $21,000. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) 2.200. dann 
85)—"We're Not Married” ' ok, 
(2d wk). Good $12,000. Last we 

16,000. a 
. Tabor (Fox) (1,967; ere 
“Wild Stallion” (Mono) and aie 
Comes Marines” (Mono) aieat 
$8,000. Last week, “Duel at 5! - 
Creek” (U) and “Beautiful 
Beebe, (Coll, 90,000... 

Web (Fox ee 
“wild Stallion” (Mono) and “Here 
Comes Marines” Silver 

week, “Duel >! 
pase Oo and “Beautiful But 


Paull $9,900. 








Broke” (Col), $3,500. 
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. Miracle’ Doing Strong 
Big Summer Use Of Despite Theatre Pickets 


. Despite repeated appearances of | 
a or y pickets outside the house, the Pix | 


Theatre, White Plains, N. Y., has 
Film ad-pub execs still regard) been doing strong business with 
radio highly as an advertising me-| the controversial Italian film, “The 


dium for pix as evidenced by its ; ra , : 2 
extensive use during the summer. | Miracle.” According to David Ma 


Practically all of the AM plugs| Vity, owner of the 400-seater, the 
were on a local level, with regional | pic played to capacity on opening 
exhibs participating to some extent| gay Friday (22), and subsequent 





with the filmeries in the coin out-| jncome has been unusually strong. | 


lay 

With many of the regular radio 
advertisers off the air during the 
sweltering season, film companies 


Last week, “Miracle” reportedly 
was yanked from the Crest Thea- 
|tre, Long Beach, because of pres- 
: S 4 s i r . In 
had an ony to select ad- ts toma ee uae” the 
vantageous time for their spot an-| | iets carried placards which pro- 
nouncements. — Particular Saturday claimed that “This Picture Has 
= oe Friday night, Saturday | Been Condemned by the Legion of 
morning and Sunday night time | necency.” The pickets did not 


segments, the theory being that the | identify themselves. 


huge summer weekending crowd : 
could be cornered at that time. | In newspaper ads, Mavity has re- 
With 45.000,000 cars on the road it | frained from any mention of the 


was estimated that an audience of | U. S. Supreme Court decision in- 


about 30,000,000 could be reached | Validating the N. Y. Board of Re-| 


if one out of every four car radios | "ts rejection of the film. 
were turne,4 on. 


With the major TV shows off the $927 000 Damages Sought 


air during the summer, the pic} : 

industry was also able to ue TV} By New - Mexico Theatre 

to advantage. Video outlets, seek- | i Albuquerque, Aug. 26. 
Unusual antitrust action seeking 





ing biz during the dull season, of- | 


fered package deals to the pixites | ¢997 000 damages has been filed 
for special saturation campaigns | against the giant Griffith.circuit of 
RKO was the biggest user of TV| Texas, Oklahoma and New Mexico 
during the July-August stanza. eM-/|by Mary E. Trieb, of the El Capi- 
p'oying the medium to plug “King | tan Theatre, Roswell, N. M. Rare 
Kon@.” “Sudden Fear’ and “The} angle is suit’s demand that circuit 
Big Sky. be ordered to dispose of six the- 





Techni’s 5066 Net 


Consolidated net profit of Tech- 
nicolor, Inc., for the second quar- i 
ter of 1952 shows an 11% dip from | Theatres, Inc., Theatre Enterprises, 
the take of the corresponding | Inc., Griffith Consolidated The- 
period of ’51. Net after taxes for} atres, Inc., which control total 
the quarter ended June 30 is an|0f more than 200 theatres, plus 
estimated $506,472, or 54c per| 20th, Loew’s, Warner, RKO, Para- 
share, as compared to $571,624, | mount, Columbia, Universal and 
equivalent to 6le a share for the| United Artists. 
same period of ’5l. 

Consolidated net after taxes for|ler, repping the plaintiff, charged 
the first six months of the year is| defendants “engaged for years in 
estimated at $1,025,420, or $1.10}a national conspiracy which re- 
per share, compared with $1,061,-| sulted in forced sale of indepen- 
395, or $1.14 per share, for the first | dent theatres to circuits.” Claim is 
half df °51, according to Dr. Her-| that the distribs enabled the Grif- 
bert R. T. Kalmus, prexy-general | fith circuit to acquire two theatres 
manager. Taxes are adjusted to the| and open four new houses while 
effective rate paid for the entire|El Capitan was denied pix neces- 
year. sary for successful operation. 

= eS —--—__ ___ -__ ___.- 
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acquired through monopoly and il- 
legal use of its tremendous circuit 
buying power. 

















“SsanTonuc Acnon 


in Lux Soap care makes 
my skin so much softer !"says 


Maureen OHara rs 


Starring in Republic's 


“THE QUIET MAN” 


Color by Technicolor 


NOW SHOWING LOCALLY 
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Mono Drops Brown 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Monogram has called off the 
Johnny -Mack Brown series, in 
keeping with the new policy con- 
centrating on more expensive west- 
erns. Studio recently dropped the 
Whip Wilson gallopers. 

Brown had been on the lot nine 


Italo Revues a 


’———— Continued from page 13 








| . 
Expensive scenery must be Car- 


ried as well as big casts, dancers 
and orchestra throughout the short, 
six-month season. Main stands are 





| atres in Roswell which it allegedly | 


Defendants are R. E. Griffith | 


Los Angeles attorney Fred Wel-| 








here and in Rome, but companies 
must tour Italy extensively to gar- 
ner much additional coin. Although 
dancers work for small pay, upper 
case names in these musical revues 
are highly paid by local standards. 
Each of top stars gets over $100 
nightly for the run of the show, 
with each member. of the support- 


ing cast getting roughly $75 daily. Extra Lures in Mpls. 


| With an initial cost of about $60,- a r 
000 to set up the show and a daily Make Film-Going Easier 
Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 


operating cost of over $700, a show 
In their fight for survival in the 


must average a daily gross of over | 
$2,300 for whole oe _— | face of TV boxoffice inroads, many 
oe —— saoria.” yon a th rick | conventional theatres hereabouts 
' ran Baldoria, turne e (rick | are taking a leaf from ozoners’ suc- 
| saat season. : rte |cessful book by making attendance 
eee mong re. in oo less costly and more pleasant. 
one who also owns the Nuovo, the |_ At least one neighborhood house 
Lirico, and the new Manzoni Thea- on ae - le tote Ln anee 4 
tres in Milan. He will produce | oO" SS See Cave of he tos. Smears’ 
three larse-scale shows in the com- also infant bottle-heating, the same 
g as at drive-ins, where mothers 


ing season as weil as import a large |.” ¢ " : 
number of features for specialized watch the screen with babes in 


local runs. Vanda Osiris and Al-| ~AR: - 
berto Sordi will open the fall sea- | admitting children under 12 free 
son in “Baraonda,” written by Gar- 
inei and Giovannini, which bows | ~ 
here Sept. 1. The second Paone | PO'CY- : ? 

project is “I Fanatici,” starring} Patronage is believed by Ted 
Billi and Riva, comedians, and Mo-| Mann, its new operator, to have 
nique Thibaut. Following an open-| been stimulated at the St. Paul 
ing in Turin, they move here Oct. | World by providing free parking 
24. Third one, starring comedian | for patrons after 5 p.m. It’s the first 
Rascel, opens in Rome Dec, 1, and | Twin Cities downtown house to af- 
_is scheduled to play here from Feb- | ford this service, and it amounts 
‘ruary until Easter. Peters Sisters | to a saving of at least 50c. for mo- 
have been signed for this show, | torist patrons—the fee for parking 
called “Atanasjo, Cavallo Vanesio.” - . pewete a a to re- 
| All three of Paone’s projects will | W¢Vins the customer of the occa- 
|feature the British Bluebell ballet sional difficulty of finding parking 
line. space. . 

Gerard Philipe and the French Most Twin Cities neighborhood 
'Theatre Populaire, which opens at and suburban theatres have adja- 
| Milan’s Manzoni Theatre Sept. 27,| Cent lots for free customer park- 
heads Paone’s long list of imports’|i™8- One Minneapolis suburban 
which will play only a few of key | house, the Terrace, serves coffee 
| Italian cities after Milan. The Lon- | #24 cake free to patrons. For three 
| don Festival Theatre Ballet Troupe | Weekends the downtown World 
| follows Sept. 29, bowing at the| here is dispensing orange juice 
Lirico. Louis Armstrong plays Oct. | 8"@tuitously. 

22-23. Also Paone has Maurice 
Chevalier listed for a brief italian | 


soon these Paone projects, | Arnall Exits OPS 


five other large-scale musical re- | 
vues will be touring Italy this sea- 
son, each built around a top come- would be similar to his arrange- 
dian. Comedian Carle Dapporto,| ment with SIMPP when he left, 
supported by Nita Dover, Strelsa | earlier this year. 
Brown, and Linda White, opens in Whether he’ll continue with the 
Rome Sept. 25, with Yank chore-| Society will be determined in a 
ography by Paul Stephen. Film and | session he'll hold with the group’s 
revue comic Walter Chiari, strong-| directers on the Coast following 
est comer in the group, debuts in| the British meetings. He made the 
Dynamite” late in Oetober when! promise to return to SIMPP at 
his picture commitments will allow. | least temporarily and to participate 
Ugo Tognazzi and Elena Giusti;in the English negotiations, if 
open in “Ghost and the Woman” | possible, upon telephonic urging 
Oct. 1 at Lirico Theatre here. Nea-| from New York last week. Phon- 
politan comedian Nino Taranto will | ing him were James A. Mulvey, 
bring his new show here in No-| prez of Samuel Goldwyn Produc- 
vember, after a Naples opening.| tions, and Roy O. Disney, presi- 
Macaro, long a favorite, is still ten-| dent of Walt Disney Productions. 
tative on plans for the season, but| The two producers are SIMPP’s 


years during which he appeared in 
70 oaters, winding up with “Guns 
Along the Border.” 

Also, contracts of three second- 
ary players in these pix, James El- 
lison, Jim Bannon and Fuzzy 
Knight, have been terminated. 


























Continued from page 3 je 


will probably bow in a new show | leading members. 
in Turin near Christmas. 


Arnall’s main concern at the mo- 
ment is reestablishment of his law 
practice in Atianta. He’s also plan- 
ning to make a round of speeches 
in support: of the candidacy of 
Gov. Adlai Stevenson for Presi- 
: dent. He emphasized that this 
asked the Chi censor board to lift| would be in his capacity as an 
i on case of “Latuk EN aesabe rs 

se of “ uko,” whic ; “Stich ‘te 
a a court fight over a police ban is oe ee oe the ype tee 
n Newark, N. J., recently, Ira H. |undersecretary of the Board of 
Latimer, director of the Civil Lib- Trade. He'll be accompanied -by 








AGLU-Chi Mayor 


=a COMtinued from page 4 











erties committee, wrote to the a ; 

: : group of technical experts. On 
aeeee asking that he issue an the American side, SIMPP will be 
adults-only permit. He charged | repped by Mulvey and the SIMPP 
that the censorship board had ex- | prexy, while the Moti Pict 
ceeded its authority. Film was | woe’ De Rg 1 Magpie = 
made by Edgar M. Queeny for the Assn. of America delegation will 
Sete, ‘an Telueal Hist q be headed by prez Eric Johnston 
sella 0 story of tits amelie rn — and John G. McCarthy, director 
tive tribe in East Africa, rimi- | of the international division. 

, i ae has also encoun- 
ere ifficulties in Ohio. How- 
ever, Burstyn has indicated that he London Film Notes 
would take no action in that state London, Aug. 26. 
until the outcome of the film in-| John Woolf and Major Daniel 
dustry’s battle to strike down news- | Angel, head of Daniel Angel Films, 
reel censorship there. acquired the film rights of Henry 
Hall and Claude Langdon’s play 
; “Albert R. N.,” currently at Sa- 
Pasadena Lifts Ban ville Theatre. Rin is by Guy 
‘ ° |Morgan an merican Edward 
On Rashomon’ Showing | Sammis, with film going into pro- 
Pasadena, Aug. 26, | duction in April next year... 
This city’s film censors, Mrs. | Sidmey Myers, assistant to Man- 
William Dunn and Mrs. Wallace | #8ing Director Sir Arthur Jatrett, 
Reeder, have lifted the ban they | of British Lion Films, in hospital 
had placed on the Japanese pic- | £°F ee, 1 bog oa 
yg ee — é | taineering in Austria, signed to ap- 
’ g y nixed on inde- | pear in two films concurrently. 
cency grounds, was given a clean | They are J. Arthur Rank’s “Des- 
bill of health after a protest by | perate Moment.” and Ronald 
Terry McDaniel, executive. of | Stross’s “Rough Shoot,” which he 
Westates Theatres, Inc. ‘is making for United Artists. 








arms. Additional theatres also are | $150,000 purchase price already 


|when accompanied’ by an: adult. | returned. 
|This is a regular outdoor theatre | 8arding the theatres’ earnings ang 


| 


Minn. Theatre Buyer 
Charges Fraud by Selle 


inneapolis, 

With theatre ownership dese 
Sirable nowadays and showho = 
passing hands more frequent] , 
legations of fraud and miare, a 
sentation on sellers’ part aren” 
coming bruited about in the _ 
ritory. For the second time an 
a year the purchaser of a theatr is 
Suing the seller, and the action . 
based on the claim that grosses « : 
earnings were misrepresented ” 

K. C. Sergeant. re 


presented py 
local attorney S. P ted by 


Halpern, 


$17,000 damages from — 
Sorenson, who sold him the the 04 
at Clarkfield, Minn. In his sia 
complains that Sorenson was he 
$14,000 for the lease, equip he 
and furnishings on misrepresent 
tions regarding the two preceding 
years grosses and profits, i 
charges that, actually, the house 


operated without any pr 
that period. 

In a suit filed Previously, a St 
Paul independent group js trying 
to have its purchase of the St. Paul 
downtown Tower and Strand 
rescinded and the $75,000 of t 


ofit during 


he 


paid to the Minnesota Amus 


|: Uo, 
Misrepresentations 


re- 


prospects are alleged 


‘Par Lab Bought i 





| 





TV Processing Centre 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Paramount’ sold its laboratory, 
maintained for years outside the 
studio proper, to G. Carleton Hunt 
and Hans de Schulthess for $550, 
000. Deal was arranged last May 
and the property was in escrow un- 
til last Friday. 


Hunt, former head of the RKO 
editorial department, said the plant 
will concentrate on TV processing. 
New equipment costing $150,000 
will be. installed within 60 days for 
developing and printing 16m film. 
Company will spend an additional 
$300,000 in 1953 for color televi- 
sion equipment. Meanwhile, Para- 
mount will continue to use the 
plant’s facilities on a rental basis. 





Edison Biog as Ist In 


Science Feature Series 


First in a series of pix dealing 
with men of science set by Pictorial 
Films will feature Thomas A. Edi- 
son. Pictorial prexy Milton J. Salz- 
burg closed a deal last week with 
the Thomas Alva Edison Founda 
tion for production of a picture 
about the inventor. 

Film is expected to be ready for 
general release before the end of 
1952. Lester Cooper is writing the 
screenplay and Julian Roffman \ ill 
direct. No casting set yet. 

| 


Arbitration 


—umas Continued from page i — 











partment of Justice. Green light 
from these sources is regarded as 
a foregone conclusion, since the 
New York Statutory Court, which 
heard the industry antitrust suit, 
actually has recommended formal 
arbitration for the industry. Arbis 
tration, if it reaches this point, 
then will become an amendment 
to the court decree which gov 
erns trade operations. 

Drafting committee comprised 
Herman A. Levy, for Theatre Ow™ 
ers of America; Abram F. Myers 
Allied States; Robert W. Perkins 
Warners, and Adolph Schimel 
Universal. Also sitting r 
their sessions were. willis > 
Rodgers, Metro v.p.; his aide, 
derson Richey, and Ralph D. ~ 
zel, Jr., Motion Picture Assn. 0 


America V.p. — 





SPORTSERVICE CORP 


SPORTSERVICE BLOG 











n excellent com 

Also raised 
in bolted s€¢ 
Box No. 1480, 
West 46th St 


Theatre seats 250, i 
dition, price $500. 
platform for same 
tions, price $1500. 
c/o Variety, 154 

New York 36, N. Y- 
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GREGORY PECK - ANN BLYTH in Rex Beach's 
“The WORLD in HIS ARMS” cotor sy TECHNICOLOR 


with ANTHONY QUINN - JOHN McINTIRE » ANDREA KING 
Directed by RAOUL WALSH * Screenplay by BORDEN CHASE * Produced by AARON ROSENBERG 








22 PICTURES 


VARIETY 








Clips From Film Row 


NEW YORK 


Monogram-Allied Artists is pub- | 
lishing a new monthly house or- 








trust clearance conspiracy suit 
against major distributors and the 
Minnesota Amus, Co. (United Para- 
mount Theatres), has petitioned 


mnie trp ate, 
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gan, Monogram Hightlights, for) the Federal Court for the privilege 


distribution through the 


pany’s 37 exchanges. 


com-| of examining all the defendants’ 
| records 


pertaining to clearance 


Jack Bellman, having resigned as | agreements and film contracts for 
branch manager of Realart Film/|the entire period involved in the 


Exchange, Al Broder will take ever | action, from 1934 until last Novem- | 
the. Federal | 
| Court’s custom here to grant pe- 
)titions similar to that. of Halpern. | 


The second Minneapolis neigh- 
borhood house within a month, the | 
|independent Homewood, has vol-| 
reopens Aug. 29 with “Tales of| untarily given up 28-day clearance, | 
the earliest local availability, 
return to its former 49-day slot. | 
The other was 
Amus. 
third identical such switch for the 
--| Homewood within a year. 


its management. 


CHICAGO 
Fred Mindlin appointed man- 
ager of Ziegfeld Theatre, which 


Hoffmann” at pop prices. 
Skokie Highway Drive-In, oper- 
ated by Smith and Glenn Circuit, 
shuttered last week. Also closed 
was the Lux in East Peoria, Ill. 
Prospect Theatre, Prospect, Ill 


| ber. 





It has been 


to 


the Minnesota 
Co.’s Arion. This is the 


It went 


scheduled to reopen after Labor | to 2g days availability, returned to 


Day. 
Rep. Margaret Church 


149 days, went back to 28 days and 


last week went on record Oppos-| move 


This 
and 


returns to 49 days. 
enables the Arion 


ing the 20% federal amusement! Homewood to play twin bills at 


tax and said she would véte for) 44¢ admission, 


its repeal. 
Warner Bros. asking for unlimited 
local showing of “Miracle of Our 
Lady of Fatima.” 
Sept. 8 by Judge Michael Igoe. 
Nat Donahue, 
Metro, switched 
country sales. 
Palace Theatre set opening date 
of “Merry Widow” for Sept. 4, 
holding “Greatest Show” for an 
extra week. 
Winston Theatre’s request to be 
removed from 


at 


ing Sept. 9 before Judge Igoe. 

Viking Theatre’s request for 
change of venue to Milwaukee in 
its anti-trust suit will be heard be- 
fore Judge Joseph Barnes Sept. 22. 

Judge Michael Igoe last week 
denied the Government’s plea to 
annul parole of film biz extortion- 
ist Paul Ricca. 

Women’s Auxiliary of the Va- 
riety Club will hold 
election Aug. 27. 


Bertha Theatre bought for con- | 


version into a factory by the Ditt- 
mar Chocolate Co. 


RKO will spend $10.000 on TV. 
“Sudden Fear,” | 


advertising for 
which opens at 
September. 


the Oriental in 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Daughter,’ hoping for 


ahead of elections from theme of | 


pic. 

Alexandra Gromoff. who was 
technical adviser on ‘‘World in His 
Arms,” grabbed newspaper and 
radio space ahead of opening of 
film at Gopher Theatre. 

Discovery of oil in North Dakota 


spurring trading of theatres in oil-|_ 


rich areas. 

Don O'Reilly, partner in theatre 
operations in Twin Cities, taking 
up residence in Los Angeles, but 
retains interests here. 

Halpern, counsel for Ben 
Friedman’s suburban Edina The- 
atre, plaintiff in a $1,911,000 anti- 
(Soe 








Hearing set for | 


formerly with | 
Paramount | 


the terms of the| 


Jackson Park decree set for hear- ‘the picture has been doing spotty 





its al \ 
ms annua’ | anion when he closed his St. Paul 


| receive. 
RKO-Pan opens test engagement | 


Sept. 3 of reissue, “The Farmer’s | ! 1 0 
; appeal | !ts four Minneapolis and two St. 





instead of single 
features at 60c, the latter the es- 
tablished policy for houses in the 
28-day slot. 

RKO - Orpheum reports 
King Kong” on its opening day 
here, grossing $4,200, did more 
business than for the entire week 


when it was first shown in Minne- 


apolis 18 years ago. After a bang- 
up first week, however, picture 
faded when moved over to the 
RKO-Pan and was yanked after 
four days. While a click in and 
around the Twin Cities TV area, 


business in many of the territory’s 
smaller towns. 

North Central Allied, independ- 
ent exhibitcrs’ organization here, 
is named as a co-defendant with 
Wilford Purper in a suit brought 
by the AFL booth operators union, 
asking $430.65 damages. Action is 
the outgrowth of an alleged Pur- 
per violation of a contract with the 


neighborhood Royal Theatre with- 
out giving two weeks’ notice, as 


| required by the theatre’s pact with 


the projectionists, negotiated by 


NCA in Purper’s behalf. The 
$430.65 sought covers the fort- 
|night wages, overtime and vaca- 


| tion pay which, it’s contended, the | 
is entitled to | 


Royal projectionist 


Minnesota Amus. has boosted its 
kiddie admission from 12 to 20c in 


Paul downtown first-runs. In tilt- 
ing the ante thusly for youngsters 
under 12, circuit has fallen into 
line with the two local and one St. 
Paul RKO houses, which have had 
the 20¢ scale for sometime. 


PITTSBURGH 


Paul Williams, with WB for 17 
years, resigned as manager of the 
Etna and is being replaced by Don 
Stehle from the Belmar. Tony 


| Cotsoumbis, a relief man for cir- 


cuit, gets the Belmar post, 
Annual convention of Allied Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of 





GREAT MOTION PICTURES ARE PROCESSED BY PATHE 


Universal Pictures Board Chairman 
Nate J. Blumberg says: 


‘We have an exclusive contract 
with Pathe Labs for the process- 
ing of all our black and white 
pictures. They give us what we 





want, when we want it.’ 


No processing job is too large for Pathé. 
None is too small. The only requirement 
is that each be of the highest quality. 
Perhaps you would like details on the 
benefits of an exclusive Pathé contract. 





Both New Yor } —_ 
ork and Hollywood Have Complete Pathé Laboratory Facilities: 
ad d v . e y 
satis tsi rOMM * COLOR © BLACK AND WHITE 
athe Laboratories, Inc. is bsidiar ; . 
oratories, Inc. is a subsidiary of Ch esapeake Industries, Inc. 











that | 





Western Pennsylvania set for the 
William Penn Hotel Dec. 1-2. Com- 
mittees will be named soon by 
Secretary Fred J. Harrington. 

John Notopoulos quit sales post 
at U and returned to exhibition 
with Notopoulos Circuit in Am- 
bridge; successor is Jack Lewis, 
who was in Cleveland. 

B. J. Redfoot named George D. 
Riggin as manager of*the Pitt and 
Bedford theatres, Bedford, Pa. A 
former field rep for Metro, Riggin 
recently was affiliated with the 
Rivoli chain in Llyswen. 

John J. Maloney, central district 
sales manager for Metro, elected 
president of Sales Executives Club 
of Pittsburgh. He is first film man 
ever to hold that post. 

Ben N. Rosenberg sold the up- 
town Rialto, but the lease to Andy 


| Battiston will continue. 


Ted Laskey now booker for 
Laskey Bros.’ four outdoor 
atres; his brother Jahn changed to 
managing office detail. 

Abe Rothenstein plans to reopen 
the West at West Aliquippa next 
month. House was shuttered for 
some time. 

A new outdoor theatre is under 
construction near Aliquippa for 
Joseph E. Gray of New Brighton. 
It is on the site of his former Rol- 
lerdome skating rink. 

With resignation of F. D. (Dinty) 
Moore and appointment of James 
Abrose to replace him as WB dis- 
trict sales manager, headquarters 
for territory comprising Pitts- 
burgh - Cincinnati - Cleveland - In- 
dianapolis will be switched from 
here to Cincinnati, where Abrose 
was exchange head prior to his 
promotion. 


ST. LOUIS 


Frisina Amus. Co., relights its 
State, Lawrenceville, Ill., Aug. 21. 

The Algerian, Risco, Mo., pur- 
chased by Brown and Greer, local 
merchants, from W. C. Thompson. 

The Palm, a North St. Louis 
indie nabe, dark since September 
last year, will be relighted Sept. 12 
by Henry Londoff. The 901-seater 
was formerly operated under lease 
by Howard Zalupf. 

Recent purchase by the Bloomer 
Amus. Co., Belleville, Ill., of a new 
ozoner near that town brings the 
number of drive-ins owned by the 
company to four. It also operates 
two houses in Belleville. Its new 
ozoner formerly was owned by Joe 
Goldfarb and Harry Beck, IIL, but 
operated by the Bloomer organiza- 





| tion. 


Realart Pictures of St. Louis, 
headed by George Phillips and 
Herman Gorelick bought the St. 
Louis franchise of Lippert Pic- 
tures, Inc., effective Aug. 30. 

Charles Brechner, resident man- 
ager in Grayville, Ill., for the 
Turner-Farrar Theatres, Harris- 
burg, Ill., last week observed his 
45th anni in the picture field. His 
career began in 1907 when he 
opened The Theatorium, a 120 
Ha in Grayville at a cost of 


Bud Edele, after two years of 
service in Korea, rejoins the St. 
Louis UA office and will. resume 
his Northern Illinois territory. 


DALLAS 


Robert J. O’Donnell, veepee of 
Interstate Theatre Circuit, will 
speak on Governor's Day, Sept. 4, 
at Huron, S. D. O’Donnell will urge 
the repeal of the 20% federal ad- 
mission tax and latest facts about 
the film industry. 

Ray Trojahn named manager of 
the Chalk Hill Drive-In here; comes 
from Irvington Drive-in, Houston. 
Joe DeAtley replaces Trojahn. 

Relax Theatre at Muenster re- 
opened by F. E. Schmitz; house was 
shuttered for about three months. 

Albert Rains given approval by 
the National Production Authority 
= build a new ozoner near Hous- 
on. 

Ricardo Beltri, production chief 
at Galindo Bros. Studio in Mexico, 
in San Antonio sampling audience 
reaction to his studio’s latest pic, 
“The Right to Be Born.” It prom- 
ises to be a top moneymaker for 
the Mexican film biz. Beltri stated 
that San Antonio is one of biggest 
foreign markets for Mexican pix. 


LOS ANGELES 


Morris Sudmin appointed man- 
ager of 20th-Fox’s branch office 
here, replacing Alex Harrison who 
is leaving Sept. 1 for N.Y. for an 
executive post in the homeoffice. 

Monogram will dedicate month 
of November to the Henry Gold- 
stein Drive, in honor of the com- 
pany’s veepee and general sales 
manager. 








ALBANY 
Eighty-five Schine circuit em- 
ployees with records of five to 35 


a dinner in the Ten Eyck Hotel 
during last week’s convention. 
President J. Myer Schine intro- 
duced eacii vet employee. 





Among those honored were: 


years of service were honored at! 


Wednesday, August 27, 1952: 


George Lynch, chief buyer, who 
started 35 years ago as an usher; 
John May, treasurer and one-time 
Gloversville bank president; Flor- 
ence Thompson Torrey, who work- 
ed up from clerk to office mana- 
ger; Seymour L. Morris, publicity 
director; William Kraemer, book- 
ing director; Bernard Diamond, 
executive assistant. 

Neil Hellman, Albany theatre- 
man, announced plans for con- 
struction of a 50-room motel cost- 
ing $175,000 on the site of the old 
Club Edgewood near East Green- 
| bush. 


BUFFALO 





led new operating policy last week. 
| House, which since opening 


| years ago has been utilized as a} 


tl | moveover first-run, will discontinue | 
he- | 


weekday matinees, opening 
days will be continuous from 11 
a.m. as previously. New policy 
relegates the Teck to a neighbor- 
hood status. 


MIAMI 


The Sunset, 550-seater, opened 
in South Miami. Sidney Gordon is 


E. South is manager. 


CALGARY, ALTA. 


First drive-in in the Winder- 
mere, Alta., district is now in op- 
eration at Radium Hot Springs. 
The first indoor film theatre 


at Invermere. 

A $40,000 theatre to be known as 
The Met is being built at Cud- 
worth, Sask., by Mac Metropolit. 
House is due to open in September. 

W. C. Russell, manager of Tivoli 
in Saskatoon, appointed city super- 
visor of the Odeon-Morton thea- 
tres, the Tivoli, Broadway and 
Victory. 


PHILADELPHIA 


George Hutcheon, formerly with 
WB, back as a booker at Republic. 

Heilman Theatres purchased 
tract of land: between Langhorne 
and Morrisville, Pa., for construc- 
tion of an 800-car dive-in. 


KANSAS CITY 


New ozoner at Columbus, Kans., 
set to open Aug. 22. Named the 
Cherokee Drive-in, it is owned by 
Louis Stein Theatres, Inc. 


satisfactorily for all concerned and 
are being extended to Nov. 2 un- 
der agreement between the Public 
Service Company, downtown thea- 
tres and the merchants. Five ,rid- 
ers are permitted on each pass for 
five cents each per ride from 2 p.m. 
Saturday until midnight Sunday 
via this special deal. It was orig- 
inated several weeks ago and was 
set to end Sept. 1. 


: J 
MEMPHIS 

Memphis Malco Theatre circuit 
here announced’ several new 
changes in their current shuffling 
of front office and field reps in 
this area. Joe Kiefer, purchasing 
agent of chain, named as manager 
of Princess Theatre. Kiefer, who 
replaced retiring William Forbes, 
will also continue as purchasing 
agent. 

M. B. Dwyer, now assistant man- 
ager of Malco, moves to Crosstown, 
nabe house, as manager. Ralph 
Rothman, now city manager of 
Marco interests at Hope, Ark., 
moves into same slot at Camden, 
while W. J. Brown, now at Camden, 
goes to Jonesboro as city manager. 


ST. JOHN 


Murray Lynch, manager of the 
Capitol, Halifax, N. S., largest thea- 
tre in the maritime provinces, 
transferred to the Paramount, 
Moncton, N. B., succeeding William 
Gates. Both houses are in the Fa- 
mous Players chain. 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 


The Elm Theatre here has 
opened under new management. 
C. F. Kirkpatrick is now manager 
of the theatre, which has been 
leased by American Theatres, Inc. 
George T. Penny of Greensboro is 
president and general manager of 
the firm, and Harry R. Stanley is 
secretary-treasurer. 


DES MOINES 


Tom Arthur, veteran’ theatre 
manager in Mason City, filed a 
Federal Court suit against Central 
| States Theatre Corp. of Des Moines 
'in which he asks for an accounting 
for the period from May 27, 1932, 
to Sept. 1, 1951, during which time 
he was in partnership with Central 
States. Partnership involved op- 
|eration of three theatres in Mason 
| City, with Arthur-as manager. 











ing, it would become 
the material is harmft 
ably 
campaign by Corwin 
is apparently having 
| causing this pause for 





Shea’s Teck (Loew’s) inaugurat- | 


10 | 


at 5) 
|p.m. Saturdays, Sundays and holi- | 
| he stated: 


in | : 
i gy : | Corwin added, 
this district is under construction salutary democratic trends in other 
parts of the Far East—in Malaya, 
where Asians 
the 
British club, and in Egypt, where 
the economic usefulness of women 
outside the home is at last gaining 
recognition. 


well 
credit for helping to foster these 
attitudes. There you would have 
been on safer ground, because it 
has been widely acknowledged by 
State Dept. observers and others 
that no medium of mass communi- 
cation has 
more effective job than Hollywood 
movies in conveying to all corners 
of the globe concepts of life ina 
free society.” 
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from writers or Speakers wh , 
no knifelike motives, but ia 
ly thoughtless in publicizing y ; 
favorable bits of ” 


information, 


ute’s ponder. 
evident that 
il and prob. 
letter-writing 
and McCarthy 
the 


With just one min 
untrue. The 


effect of 


| when film material is handle 

Collingwood incident last week 

typical. He was talking of 
changes taking place in the 0- ent 
and mentioned that Tailand was 
being terrorized by 200t-suiters 
dressed and armed exactly like 
their American counterparts. Then 


Apparently the source of al] of 


this plague of Thailand, or Siam 
is those American movies. : 
of pry en mg early 1940s ¢ 
go all over the world and pr 
| the ideas.” * provide 
| Corwin, in his letter to the CBS- 
prez of the new house while Clyde | TV commentator, stated that if the 
| 1930 and 1940 films were responsi- 
| ble, “the zoot-suit crime wave must 
be an incredibly long-delayed re- 
action, since the majority of Amer- 
ican films released in Thailand are 
seldom over a year old.” 


Vintage 
hat 


“Earlier in the same broadcast.” 
“you referred to 


were admitted for 


first time into an exclusive 


“To be consistent, you might 


have given American films 


done and is doing a 














Special weekend privileges on | 
weekly streetcar passes worked out | 





dustry’s view that the 
for censoring a newsreel was dis- 
criminatory, pointing 
charge would have to 
be 
out that reels 
in Ohio from 1933 to 

were included in a new 
tute. It noted, therefore, 
law obviously intended 

to be censored. 


Vink 
New York Theatres 


Yo 






Pix to File 


Continued from page 4 =a 


gave no explanation of what the 
difference was. 


State’s brief, citing the argu- 


ments of Smith’s attorneys in re- 
gard to the U. S. Supreme Court 
decisions 
“Pinky” cases, noted that the high 
court ruled on 
since newsreels were not involved 
in “sacrilege,” the high tribunal's 
‘| decisions had nothing to do with 
the case. 


in the “Miracle” and 


“sacrilege,” and 


Arguments advanced by the state 


also pointed out that there had 
been no undue power of restraint 
and cited the testimony of Walton 
C. Ament, v.p. and general manager 
of Warner News. Ament, an indus- 
try witness at the first hearing on 
Aug. 8, said that to his knowledge 
only one cut had been made in 
newsreels in Ohio since the cen 
sorship law went into effect. Brief 
drew the conclusion, therefore, that 
there had not been much cutting 
of newsreel footage. 


also termed invalid the '” 
re ‘ $3 charge 


out that the 
be shown to 
“confiscatory.” Brief pointed 
were not censored 
1935, but 
1935 sta 
that the 
newsreels 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 
“IVANHOE” 


Robert Elizabeth Joas 
TAYLOR * TAYLOR ° FONTAINE 


Color by TECHNICOLOR + An M-G- Picture 
nie SPEGTACHLAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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COLUMBIA PICTURES presents RITA-HAYWORTH - GLENN FORD in AFFAIR IN TRINIDAD with Alexander Scourby + Valerie Bettis - Torin Thatcher 
Screen Play by OSCAR SAUL and JAMES GUNN - Produced and Directed by VINCENT SHERMAN + A BECKWORTH CORPORATION PRODUCTION 
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THE am ol 
(The Ing r 
With Warner Anderson, Anne 

Burr, Whit Bissell, Ferdie Hoff- 

man, Reinhold Schunzel, Billy 

Lee, others 
Producer: Marion Parsonnet 
Director: Red Amateau 
Writer: Franz Spencer 
30 Mins.; Sun., 10 p.m. 
PROCTER & GAMBLE 
NBC-TV, from N.Y. 

(Benton & Bowles) 

As the latest in the string of 
major vidpix packages hitting the 
airwaves this season, “The Doctor” 
got off to a good start Sunday 
night (24) via NBC-TV. Initial 
stanza was well-scripted, produced 
and acted, evidencing on all counts 
that it carries a budget more than 
sufficient to its means. Series is 
being produced for Procter & Gam- 
ble by Marion Parsonnet at both 
his Long Island City (N.Y.) studios 
and on the Coast, so that this is 
one program which won't offer a 
comparison between N.Y. and Hol- 
lywood production methods. What’s 
important, though, is that it should 
draw and hold an audience week 
after week. + 

Initial yarn, an original by Franz 
Spencer, indicated that the series 
won't be at all what’s implied in 
the “Doctor” title. Where it might 


have been suspected that the show | 
would deal with the trials of a) 


medico, the physician was actually 
dragged in only to permit use of 
the title, with the story itself told 
via flashback. P&G and its agency, 
Benton & Bowles, reportedly had 
exactly that idea in mind setting 
up the package, figuring that a 
homey type such as a family doc- 
tor would draw an audience, and 
that the stories themselves could 
take off from there. 

Preem edition, consequently, had 
a Czech woman applying for a job 
as teacher in the orphanage run by 


the doctor. To prove that she had 


the right qualifications, she told of 
her experiences in her homeland, 
which formed the flashback. Seems 
her husband was a district security 
officer in Soviet-dominated Prague, 
who utilized his position to fight 
the Reds in almost a one-man un- 
derground. Suspense built nicely 
as the officer tricked his military 
supervisor and so was able to place 
the blame on him for permitting 
some men slated for labor camps 
to escape. There’s been a surfeit 
of such stories on Iron Curtain 
countries on TV recently, but this 
one was intelligent enough to get 
by, steering clear of the cloak-’n’- 
dagger stuff. 

Yarn was directed by Rodney 
Amateau, formerly with the Wald- 
Krasna production unit at RKO, 
and his knowhow was evident in 
fine work of the cast. Warner An- 
derson had virtually nothing to do 
in the title role, leaving the hon- 
ors to Whit Bissell, who scored 
solidly as the security officer torn 
between his Communist ideology 
and basic honor. Anne Burr turned 
in an appealing performance as his 
wife, and Ferdie Hoffman was suf- 
ficiently villainous as the colonel. 


Supporting cast, topped by Rein- 
—_ Schunzel and Billy Lee, was 
good. 


Commercials for Camay Soap 
were okay. Stal. 


ee 


THE WHISTLING ROOM 

(Chevron Theatre) 

With Alan Napier, Barbara Bestar, 
Edmund Purdom, Charles Evans, 
Tyler MacDuff 

Producer: Revue Productions 

Distributor: MCA-TV, Ltd. 

Director: Axel Gruenberg 

Writer: Howard J. Green 

30 Mins. Fri., 9 p.m. 

CHEVRON STATIONS 

KTLA, Hollywood 


Despite the high hopes Revue 
Productions obviously entertained 
for this little entry, it emerges as 
ust another tale of ghosties. Cred- 
ts impart the information that 
“The Whistling Room” is actually 
a “satire on ghost stories’—but un- 
less the Chevron filling stations 
are handing out copies of the cred- 
its to all customers, there’s little 
possibility that the average viewer 
will realize what scripter Howard 
J. Green was trying to do. 

Plot deals with the strange noises 
that emanate from a cottage on the 
frounds of an Irish castle pur- 
chased by a rich Londoner and his 
son. Latter’s in love with a sprite- 
ly colleen who believes, along with 
an uninvited professional 
chaser, that the spirits fro 
their romance. 
exposed as the 
rival, 
noises starting again to th ali 
of the ghost-breaker. a 


Alan Napier, as the professional 





TELEPIX REVIEWS 


EWS 


spirit-seeker, tries. hard to get 
some fun into the proceedings, and 
Barbara Bestar is easy to watch as 
the romantic interest. Other thesp 
jobs, however, are merely stand- 
ard, and Axel Gruenberg’s direc- 
tion does nothing to lift the tele- 
film from its routine level. Kap. 


SMILIN’ ED’S GANG 

With Ed McConnell, others 

Producer-director: Frank Ferrin. . 

30 Mins.: Sat., 10:30 am. CDT 

BROWN SHOE CO. 

CBS-TV, from Hollywood 
(Burnett) 

Now into its third season for the 
Brown Shoe Co., this grab-bag, ma- 
jor-domoed by genial Ed McCon- 
nell, continues as a sturdy Satur- 
day morning magnet for the mop- 
pet dial twisters. Although here 
and there, during the 30-minute 
run of the film-within-a-film, tight 
purse strings are apparent, the edi- 
tion viewed (23) had all the neces- 
sary elements of excitement and 
comedy to hold the youngsters set- 
side for the “sales messages.” 

First half was given over to a 
filmed yarn, narrated by Smilin’ 
Ed. Tale had to do with an Indian 











elephant boy, a precious ruby, a 
brace of bad men and a man-eating 
tiger. Bad men slugged the lad, 
stole the jewel, and left the young- 
ster tied to a tree to be mauled by 
the tiger. But, of course, tlie ele- 
phant saved his keeper by stomp- 
ing on the tiger and the baddies 
were captured. Lots of fast action 
and some good jungle animal shots 
overcome the choppy effect of the 
cheapie reel. 


Final portion was taken over by 
McConnell and his trained pets— 
a fiddle-playing cat and a talking 
frog. Also on hand was Uncle Fish- 
face, who threw in some broad 
comicalities in his dialog with the 
frog. It was all good fun for the 
kiddies, 

Plugs were handled by McCon- 
nell who worked throughout with 
forced-draft joviality. Dave. 





Camden, N. J.—W. E. Boss, for- 
mer RCA-Victor home instrument 
field rep in New York and New 


| England, has been named manager 


of the television market develop- 
ment section of the company’s 
home instrument department, ef- 
fective immediately. Boss succeeds 
D. D. Halpin. 





AFTERMATH 
(Sunkist Premiere Playhouse) 
With Carl Esmond, Paul Bryar, 

Ruth Warrick, Ilka Gruning, 

Barbara Whiting 
Producer: Gil Ralston 
Distributor: Screen Televideo 
Director: Leigh Jason 
Writer: Frank Moss 
SUNKIST 
30 Mins., Fri., 9:30 p.m. 

KTLA, Hollywood 

A heavy-handed melodrama about 
a Second marriage, “Aftermath” 
generates little interest in its un- 
spooling. Story by Frank Moss fails 
to create sympathy for any of the 
characters involved and the obvi- 
ous treatment deprives it of any 
suspense that might have been 
engendered by the premise. 

Thin plot line stems from Bar- 
bara Whiting’s dislike of her new 
stepfather. She finally admits to 
the family doctor that she feels the 
newcomer is trying to kill her, but 
any doubts as to her mental bal- 
ance are quickly dispelled when 
the stepfather admits having been 
a longtime patient in a sanatorium. 
After that, it’s just a question of 
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ARROW PRODUCTIONS 
KTTV Studios: Hollywood 

Second set of 13 in “Ramar of the 

Jungle” 26 half-hour jungle adventure 

telepix series to resume in Oct. 

Cast: Jon Hall, M’Liss McClure, Ray Mont- 
gomery, James Fairfax. 

Producers: ry S. Rothschild, Leon 


Fromkess. 
F producer: Rudolph Flothow 








Director: Wally Fox 
Assistant director: Wilbur McGaugh 
t director: Dan Hall 


Ar 

Camera: Clark Ramse 

Film editor: Dwight Caldwell 

Story editor: Sherman Lowe 

Writers: Eric Taylor, Sherman Lowe, Or- 
ville Hampton 


WM. BOYD PROD'NS, INC. 
11700 Ventura Blvd.: Los Angeles 
Hopalo Cassidy series of half-hour 
western adventures now shooting. Star- 
~~ Boyd and featuring Edgar 

Buchanan. 

Executive producer: William Boyd 
Associate producer: Robert Stabler 
Production manager: Glenn Cook 
Directors: Derwin-Abbe, Tommy Carr 


WILLIAM F. BROIDY PRODS. 
Sunset Studios, Hollywood 
“WILD BILL HICKOK” series of half 

hour western adventure series now 
a to resume shooting mid-Au- 
. Guy Madison, Andy Devine set 


eads. 

“CASE HISTORY” Sreturing Regis Too- 
mey, ra Hayden, and “TRAIL BLAZ- 
ERS” with Alan Hale, Jr., as set lead, 
also in preparation for fall shooting. 
Executive Reoducer: William F. Broidy. 
Producer: Wesley Barry 
Director: Frank McDonald 


JACK CHERTOK PRODS. 


“Son by Ado’ im oot Aug. 
a] y pti ug 


in “Lone er” series. 
Producer: Jack ye 
Associate producer: Poppe 


ss FROM 

SERTER.” “BLACK GO set for 5 

3-8 shooting in “LONE RANGER’ - 

hour bead 2 series. Holly Morse directs. 

John Hart, Jay Silverheels set leads. 

BING CROSBY ENTERPRISES 

RKO-Pathe. Culver City 

Shooting “REBOUND” series gf half 
hour adult dramas sponsored by Packard 
Motor Car Corp. 

Executive producer: Basil Grillo 

Half-hour series of comedy-drama for 
VA CHAIR ON THE BOULEVARD” in 
preparation. 

alf hour series of adult drama films 
for “CROWN THEATRE” now shooting. 
DESILU PRODUCTIONS 
General Service Studios, Hollywood 

“| LOVE LUCY” half hour comedy se- 
ries red by Philip Morris shooting 
Cast: Lucile Ball, Desi A William 

‘ast: Lucille rnaz, 

Frawley, Vivian Vance. 

Producer: Jess Oppenheimer 

Director: William Asher 

: Jess Cpvaneimer, Madelyn 

Pugh, Bob Carroll, Jr. 

R MISS BROOKS” half-hour com- 
drama series now shooting for CBS- 
TV. General Foods sponsor. 

Cast: Eve Arden, Gale Gordon, Jane Mor- 
an, Dick Crenna, Gloria McMillan, Bob 
ockwell, Virginia Gordon. 

Producer: Larry Berns 

Director: Al Lewis 


Assistant director: Jim Paisley 
Writers: Al Lewis, Joe Quillap 


FEDERAL TELEFILM, INC. 
Goldwyn Studios, Hollywood 
“MR. AND MRS. NORTH” series of half 





hour situation comedies now shooting 
| first 39. Barbara Britton, Richard Den- 
| ning, Francis de Sales head cast. 

| Producer: Federal TV Corporation. 

| Director: Ralph Murphy. 


| FRANK FERRIN PRODUCTIONS 
6528 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 
“SMILIN’ ED’S GANG” series now shoot- 
| ing. Ed McCennell, Nino Marcel head cast. 
Producer-director: Frank Ferrin 


Spook- | Associate producer: Ralph Ferrin 
wn on | Assistant director: Don Olsen 

oe re eventually | 
rick of a jealous 
but the fadeout finds the 


FILMCRAFT PRODS, 


8451 Melrose, Hollywood 
| GROUCHO MARX starred in 39 half-hour 
audience participation film productions 
; how shooting once a week. for NBC. 
DeSoto-Plymouth sponsoring, 
| Producer: John Guedei 





as of Friday, Aug. 22 


Film producer: I. Lindenbaum 
Directors: Bob Dwan, Bernie Smith 


“FLYING A PRODUCTIONS 
6920 Sunset Bilvd., Hollywood 
“ANNIE OAKLEY” new series of 52 
half-hour videoaters now in praparation. 
Salt Davis, Billy Gray head cast. Parts to 


Second series of 52 half-hour Gene 
Autry Western telepix shooting. Gene 
Autry, Pat Buttram set leads. 

“RANGE RIDER” shooting second se- 
Ties of 52 half-hour videdters. Jack Ma- 
honey, Dick Jones head cast. 

Producer: Louis Gray 
Directors: Wallace Fox, Geo. Archainbaud 

New series of half-hour western dramas 

ne va “DEATH VALLEY DAYS” now 


00 A 
Producer: Darrell McGowan 
Director: Stuart McGowan 


W. R. FRANK PRODS. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
ro of 4 30-minute “MEDAL OF 
HONOR” telepix now shooting. 
Producers: W. R. Frank, William Dean 
Director: Reginald LeBorg 
Production Manager: Bart Carre 


GROSS-KRASNE, INC. 
Genera) Service Studios: Hollywood 
Now shooting “BIG TOWN” series of 
26 half hour telepix msored by Lever 
Brothers. Patrick McVey and Jane Nigh 
set leads. 
Producers: Jack J. Gross and Philip N. 


Krasne 
Director: E. A. Dupont. 
JOHN GUEDEL FRODS. 





Gener Service dios, Hollywood 
“Mrs. Benker Sroctle In Town,” Produ 
skedded to sh 


cer-director: Maxwell Shane 
Associate producer: Irvin Atkins 
PAUL F. HEARD, INC. 
KTTV Studios: Hollywood 
Series of 13 Cate te. tele en- 
titled “WHAT’S YOUR TROUBLE?” with 
Dr. and Mrs. Norman Vincent Peale. 
Ptoducer: Paul F. Heard 
Director: Paul F. Heard 
Production supervisor: Harry Cohen 


JAN PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
“IT'S THE BICKERSONS” series of half 
hour comedy telepix now shooting. Le 
Parker and Virginia Grey set lea 
Producer: Jack nove 
Production supervisor: C. M. Florence 
Director-writer: Phil Rapp 


LEA-TUCK TELEFILMS, INC. 

Quality Pictures Studios. Hollywood 

“HOW JULIUS BECOMES CAESAR,” 
series of 13 half-hour telepix scheduled 
to shoot Se 1 


Producer: lip Tucker 
Asst. Producer: Sam Lea 
Camera: Gerdon Avil 


EDWARD LEWIS PRCDS. 
Motion Picture Center, Hollywood 
Series of 13 half-hour telepix featuring 
Irene Dunne as femcee resume Sept. 3. 
Producer: Edw: 
Production manager: William Stevens 


THE McCADDEN CORP. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
“THE BURNS AND ALLEN SHOW” 
now shooting series of half hour comedy 
telepix. The Carnation Co. nsor. 
Cast: George Burns and Gracie Allen, 
Fred Clark, Bea Benadaret, Harry Von 
ell. 
Producer: Les 5 Levy 
Weltcen Fouk Pamaiew €20 Bestuen, ts- 
riters: Pau enning, rfman, 
vey Helm, William Burns 


MARCH OF TIME 
369 Lexington Ave., N. Y. 
“AMERICAN WIT AND HUMOR” se. 
ries of 26 half-hour ps: Thomas Mitchell, 
narrator, with cast includi Gene Lock- 
hart, Jeffrey Lynn, Arnold Moss, Ann 
Burr and Olive Deering. 
Producer: Marion Parsonnet 
Director: Fred Stephani. - 


PARSONNET TV FILM STUDIOS, 
INC. 











108 Larchmont Boulevard, Hollywood 
Casting: Jack Murton, Fred Messenger 
_ Shooting half-hour dramas for series en- 
titled “The Doctor,” sponsored by Proctor 
& Gamble. Features Warner Anderson. 
Producer: Marion Parsonnet 
Production manager: Henry Spitz 
Directors: Robert Aldrich, Don Siegel 
Afs’t directors; Jack Berne, Frank Fox 


n Production 





LINDSLEY PARSONS PRODS. 
KTTV Studios: Pfoltysreed 
Shooting “THE FILE F JEFFREY 
— series of half hour adventure 

elepix. 
Producer: Lindsley Parsons 
ector: Lew Landers 
Associate producer: Warren Douglas 


PATHESCOPE PRODUCTIONS 
580 Fifth Ave., New York City 
Now shooting “THE HUNTER,” series 
13 half-hour telepix, sponsored by 

Reynolds Tobacco Co. t 
. Barr lson heads cast. 
oducer: Ed Montagne 


Production Supervisors: Walter Raft. 
Robert Drucker 
Director: Oscar Rudolph. 


ROLAND REED PRODS. 
Hal Roach Studios: Culver City 
Now _ shoo “TROUBLE WITH 
FATHER” series of 30-minute situation 
comedies. 


roducer: Roland Reed 
irector: Howard Bretherton 


REVUE PRODUCTIONS 
Eagle Lion Studios: Hollywood 
Half hour series of “ADVENTURES OF 
KIT CARSON” telepix now shooting for 

Revue Prods. 
Producer: Revue Productions 
Directors: Richard Irving, Norman Lloyd. 


HAL ROACH PRODUCTIONS 


Hal Roach Studios: Culver Ci 
“AMOS ‘N’ ANDY” series of p — an 


of 


_ by Blatz Beer for CBS-TV. 


r Williams, Alvin 
a e@ Wade, Johnny Lee, 
Supervisors: Freeman  Gosd Char 
pon 
Assistant director: Emmett Emerson 
ROY ROGERS PRODUCTIONS 
Roy Rost ns toe aealey as 
Rogers, Dele Evens 
in support. neral 


Producer: 
Director: 
SCREEN GEMS 


1302 N. Gower, Ho’ 
FORD THEATRE 


oater 
line. Fat “Brady 
| Food: Por NBO-TV. 
geeeueer: Jack Lacey 


gous of le A... x. ix, 

s -hour tele 

Producer-director: Jules Bricken 
director: Eddie Seata 


SCREEN TELEVIDEO PRODS. 
Eagle Lion Studios, Hollywood 
Resume Geecucticn of half-hour dramas 


Producer: Gil Ralston and Arthur 

fred. supgrviest: Rey E. Abel end 
& : Stuart ompson 

Supervising film editor: Bernard Matis 


SHOWCASE PRODUCTIONS 
“RACKET SQUAD” series ~ fh, TN 
half hour telepix series Aug. 25. 

Hal Roach, Jr. Case 


Director: Jim Tinling ” 
UNITED WORLD FILMS, INC. 
Universal International Studios, 


wood 
“THE FIGHTING MAN,” series of 13 
Thomas, Cha’ Clare eae ine: Michael 
Director: George Blair some 


FRANE WISBAR PRODS. 
le Lion Studios: 1 
oRIRESIDE THEATRE” owns at half. 
hour adult dramas now shooting. 
Producer-director: Frank Wisbar 
Associate producer: Sidney Smith 


WIZARD TELEPICTURES CO. 
archmont Studios: Hollywood 
comedy sohepiz ‘vegin thneting Bate 
x n b 
Chick Chandler starred owith Pronklin 


Pangborn, Gus Schilling, Benny Baker in 
support, 
grosnoer: B. oe Petroff 

ssociate producer: Bert 1 
Director: £ L. Petrof, eran: 
Production maneger: H. A.- Hirshfield 


ZIV TV 


5255 Clinton St., Hollywood 
Eight in “BOSTON BLACKIE” series of 
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the obvious trap to 
run its course. 


Director Leigh Jason 
to keep the film from bogging daw : 
completely, but he’s unable to keep 
his thesps in check sufficiently to 
give the dialog any semb] 


let the story 


int ance of 
credibility. Technical assis ie 
| Standard. suis are 


Kap, 


NEW TV WRITERS GROUP 
TO SEEK NLRB ELECTION 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

As an outgrowth of the warfare 
between members of the Radio 
Writers Guild and the Screen Wri- 
ters, Guild, a new organization, the 
Television Writers of America, was 
formed here, with Charles Isaacs 
as temporary. chairman. New 
group will seek jurisdiction over 
scripting in both live and filmed 
TV. 


Approximately 100 writers have 
volunteered to join. Membership 
applications are being sent out and 
a request will be made shortly for 
an NLRB election to qualify TWA 
as bargaining agent for TV scrips 
ters. 


Kling Sets 26-Pic Series 
Of Field’Store ‘Mistletoe’ 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 
Kling Studios starts production 
this week on a series of 26 quarter- 
hour vidpix version of “The 
Adventures of Uncle Mistletoe,” 
moppet-angled puppet show owned 
by the Marshall Field department 
store. Store has been using a live 
version of the show on WENR-TV 
for the past four years, tied in 
with its Christmas promotion. 
Retailer, starting Sept. 23, will 
bankroll the filmed program twice- 
weekly on WGN-TV and will also 
spot it on KING-TV, Seattle, for 
use by the Frederick & Nelson 
store, a Field subsid. 
It’ll be syndicated in other 
markets by the Kling sales force. 











Vidpix Chatter 











New York 


Mrs. Dorothy B. McCann, pro- 
ducer of CBS Radio’s “Dr. Chris- 
tian” and the October-due “Death 
Valley Days” vidpix, to the Coast 
to supervise the “Valley” produc- 
tions . . . Unity TV has acquired 
video rights to three British fea- 
tures, including “They Were Sis- 
ters,” “Mystery Junction” and 
“Knight Without Armor.” 


Hollywood 


Edgar Bergen and a_ camera 
crew planed to Northern Michigan 
to lens background footage for 
Bergen’s upcoming vidpic series 
. . » Personnet Productions rolling 
three in Camay’s “The Doctor 
series this week, with Bob Aldrich 
directing two and Don Siegel the 
third. Casts set thus far include 
Dorothy Comingore and Henry 
Morgan in “The Red Wig,” which 
Aldrich helms, and Dorothy Ma- 
lone, Lee Marvin and Alan Reed 
in “The Runaways,” which Siegel 
megs ... Fritzi Dugan set for the 
lead in “A Letter From Tess, late 
est in the “Racket Squad series 
which rolls today (Wed.) at Ha 
Roach Studios. lan McDonald also 
drew a role in the vidfilm... 
Richard Llewellyn will make two 
telefilms based on “Strange an 
Unusual Tales” for Rybutol . . . 
Fred Essler won a pair of vidpic 
assi ents in “This Is the Life 
for Family Films and “Trouble 'n 
Town” for the Lone Ranger. 

Virginia and Gale Gordon 
trained to N. Y. after completing 
seven “Our Miss Brooks” pony 
with Eve Arden .. ; AFM Loca e 
quizzed Alexander Laszlo, who a 
nied that he had sold or rentc” 
sound track to Bing Crosby - gece 
prises or furnished recorded ™ “ 
sic to the Burns & Allen show © 
offered track to Frank Wisbsr. 
Tunesters are continuing 4 ba 
vestigation to halt flow of no 
leg” music into vidfilm produc 
in a bypass of the 5% formula ae. 
Peter Engle snagsed a role in bers 
of the “Files of Jeffrey Jones a 
films ... Gordon W. Levoy no oe 
for Mexico City to close er" - 
the production of telefilms tnere- 
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Vidpix Seen Still in 


Keystone Kop 


Stage; Trip to Filmhouse Prescribed! 


By LESLIE HARRIS 
(AM-TV Director, Colgate) 
Been to motion pictures lately? 
If you haven’t—even if popcorn 

crunchers give you creeps, and air- 
conditioning affects your sinus— 
go! Particularly if you are begin- 
ning to think of vidpix and motion 
pictures as virtually the same 
thing. This is a sure symptom of 
deterioration of the sense-percep- 
tion, and cases allowed to go un- 
checked have been known té prove 
fatal. 

Let me fill you in on my case 
history. B.T.(before television) I 
used to go to a film house every 
week or so. Then it happened— 
never have been able to remembef 
whether it was a dull picture, wait- 


ing in line at the Music Hall, or be- | 


cause I got intrigued with TV while 
watching some technical director 
superimpose Toscannini’s face over 
a fifth row flute section—but sud- 
denly tempest has fugited and I 
haven't been to a film house in 
over a year. 


Well, that was yesterday. Now 


I'm back to normal. My quick re- | 


covery came after being lured into 
the Paramount to cateh a stage act. 
The act was bad, but it was boiling 
outside so I stayed to cool off. 
Okay, I was sleepy. 

But suddenly I’m wide awake. 
The feature is on, and both my 
rosy optics are popping at 60 cycles 
a second. All at once, I amereally 
seeing people, scenes have depth 
and look like real places. None of 
this fuzzy, misty nebulosity that I 
had grown so used to on the TV 
screen. These are hard, clean pic- 
tures, and you can see the contours 
and light shading on a person’s 
face—there’s a sharpness and clar- 
ity that I had almost forgotten 
could exist on a screen. And what's 


more, the gals are pretty—and 
they're big enough to appreciate. 
None of this 17-inch diffused 


charm. This is real kingsized stuff. 
Real Color 


And the color—believe me, if 
you haven't seen a eolor film for a 
while, the sheer contrast between 
the garish palette-spatterings of a 
few years ago that left you blink- 
ing, and the brilliant tones and 
color definition you can see today 
in pictures like “Ivanhoe” and 
“Merry Widow,” will leave you 
gasping. 

I don’t mean to make this pitch 
a paean of praise for the cinema. 
The stories—and particularly the 
dialog—are as tired as ever, but 
with the advances in photography 
techniques—the contrast between 
what we accept today as finished 
telepic and a modern color film, 
makes one wonder if even black- 
and-white TV has really advanced 


(Continued on page 37) 


Pimpernel’ Set 
As NBC Vidpix 


“Scarlet Pimpernel.” the British- 
produced radio drama _ currently 
airing on NBC, will double into 
TV soon as a vidpix show. NBC 





this week closed a deal with Harry | 


Towers, owner of the package, to 
lens the vidfilm version in London. 
Web will finance the operation and 


Will control all network and syndi- | 


Cation rights. 


Pilot film is to be shot sometime | 


In September, with Marius Goring, 
Who plays the title role in the AM 
show, dittoing for TV. Show is to 
be produced for video as part of 
NBC's film operation under veepee 
Robert W. Sarnoff, with Sarnoff’s 
crew working closely on the prop- 
erty with the web’s program de- 
Pariment. 


“Pimpernel” is one of several 


big-oudgeted British radio pack-. 


ages now aired in the U. S. CBS 


is currently broadcasting the, 


: Horatio Hornblower” show on 
A 1, but so far has made no move 
‘o double the program into TV. 





é 
Will Rogers, Jr., Set For 
é * b ] . LJ . . 
Life, His First Vidpic 
Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Will Rogers, Jr., has been signed 
by Screen Gems for the starring 
role in “Life, Liberty and Orin 
| Dooley,” half-hour vidpic for Ford 
| Theatre, 


ance on film, his first 
| trayal of his father in the feature- 
film, “The Will Rogers Story.” 

The teleplay was 
Mary McCall, Jr., from the Col- 
lier’s magazine story by William 
Fuller. Robert Stevenson, who has 
| just completed Screen Gems’ 
“Birth of a Hero,” directs. 


written by 








Vidpic Strike, Scripting 
Scrap Seen in ALA Council 


| York 


| This is Rogers’ second appear- | 
being por-| 





TRADE 
ND 


With 


SUMP AE 
E UNIT PF 


both Hollywood and New 
now vying for the position 
as capital of the booming vidfilm 
industry, a direct 
the final results obtainable in both 
cities may soon be possible. Two 
new indie outfits swung into opera- 
tion during the last several weeks, 
one concentrating all its produc- 
tion on the Coast and the other 
doing all its lensing in N. ¥. Trade 
is already looking forward to see- 
ing samples of both their works 
for a direct comparison of produc- 























| tion values, lighting, camera work 


| Meeting Set for N.Y. Today. 


Battle on the Screen Writers 
| Guild vidpic strike and tele script- 
|ing jurisdiction may take place at 
|the Authors League of America 
|} council meeting in New York to- 
|day (Wed.). SWG board will meet 
jon the Coast later in the day. 
Regular ALA council meeting 
was skedded for Sept. 8, but it 
| was moved up to Aug. 27, presum- 
|ably because off the SWG strike 
| situation. SWG is striking against 
ithe Assn. of Television Film Pro- 
|ducers on the Coast. 
ithe western region of the Radio 
| Writers Guild voted not to support 
| the SWG action. 


| 


of the specific demands on which 
the negotiations broke down. 


panied by a ballot on which ALA 
members are to indicate whether 
they support the strike. At the 
ALA council meeting. today it’s 
likely that a report will be made 
on the results of that balloting. 
An RWG spokesman said that 
his union’s representatives on the 
ALA council would go into the 
confab to “get more information.” 





Coordinated ALA Plans 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Battlefront in the Screen Writers 
Guild’s strike against the Alliance 


to N. Y. this week. Mary McCall, 





America, for a conference to co- 
|ordinate all members of ALA in 
| the prosecution of the walkout. 
Radio Writers Guild, western 
branch, also a member of ALA, re- 
|cently refused to join the strike, 
|regardiess of ALA’s’ temporary 
lorder restraining all member guilds 
lfrom violating SWG's _ strike 
|against ATFP. SWG mailed a 
“White paper” to its own 1,200 


| bers detailing facts designed to 
|“correct records recently distorted 
| in news releases.” 

The “white paper” asserted that 
SWG had been led to believe that 


ithe RWG western council “shared | 


'thé joint aim of ALA and SWG to 
improve Compensation and work- 
ling conditions” of writers in tele- 
vision. It added, “we find our- 
selves in the unpleasant situation 
of having been deserted by an ally 
after battle action has been taken.” 

Referring to the efforts to form 
'a new television writers organiza- 


and other important factors. 


Production firms are Hafner 


Halperin, which is lensing half- 
hour series based on both the 
“Rex Morgan” and “Kerry Drake” 
comic strips, and Crown Cinema 


Corp., which is working in N. Y. | 


drama series and 
Situation comedy 
package. MHafner-Halperin, al- 
though in business longer than 
Crown, is one of the youngest vid- 
film units in the industry. Produc- 
tion chief Les Hafner, 36, has been 
in the vidfilm business five years 


on a half-hour 
a quarter-hour 


and was formerly prez of Motion | 


Picture Stages, N. Y. Sales chief 
Stanley Halperin, 33, worked with 
the William Morris office 12 years 
Chinese-U. S. Backing 
Crown Cinema, the new outfit 
in N. Y., is being financed by a 
group of Chinese-American indus- 


| trialists. James Hsu is prez ofthe 
; company, with Frank Jacoby, staff 


| director at 


However, | 
|in has a 
| with Hal Roach Studio in Holly- | 
It is disregarding | wood, Crown is now working out 
|an interim order from ALA prexy| of the Robert Lawrence Studios 
Rex Stout not to sell material to|in N. Y., but plans eventually to 
the struck producers. RWG claims | build its own studio in the east. 

that SWG did not keep it informed | 


| pix to agencies and clients, he|that the SAG phraseology would 
Stout’s interim order was accom- | discovered when 


NBC-TV, as veepee in 
charge of production. Freeman 
Koo, of the w.k. Chinese family, 
is treasurer. While Hafner-Halper- 
longterm leasing deal 


N. ¥. 
pilot 


According ‘to Hafner, in 
last week to showcase his 


he arrived in 


| Hollywood last year that the ma- 





of Television Film Producers shifts | title role in the “Morgan” 


jor studios will be plunging into 
vidpix within the next few years. 
As result, his outfit decided they 
must produce films that will com- 
pare in quality with those turned 
out by the majors three to five 
years from now. H-H consequently 
is budgeting its shows at $23,500 
per stanza which, according to 
Hafner, makes it possible to obtain 
the best possible writing, direct- 
ing and acting talent. In addition, 
the star names used are being cut 
in for a percentage of the gross. 

Louis Hayward { 
series, 


| three of which have been canned, 


Jr., SWG prexy, flew east yesterday | 
(Mon.) at invitation of Rex Stout, | 


head of he Authors League of | completed. 
| Willis 


and Sterling Hayden has the lead 
in “Drake,” one of which has been 
Hafner has _ pacted 
Goldbeck, who wrote and 
directed both the “Dr. Kildare” 
and “Hardy Family” series for 
Metro, as 
writer has been set for “Drake.” 
To illustrate the coin he’s laying 
out for talent, Hafner revealed 
that he’s signed Marjorie Reyn- 


latter series, with Arline Judge, 
Frankie Darro, Walter Woolf King, 


| James Flann and Nestor Paiva also 
| members and to RWG’s 1,000 mem- | 


/each week. 


| 


) 


‘tion, SWG asks “could this be the, 


design behind the attempt to wreck 


the current strike—the formation | 


of a television writers guild in the 
midst of created confusion and 
chaos—if the possible failure of 
the strike is such disorder in the 
television field?” 

Miss McCall will meet tomorrow 
with Stout and officers of the vari- 
jous ALA guilds. 


in the cast. 
Crown's 
have different 


half-hour series’ will 
stories and casts 
First edition, titled 
“Hushabye Baby,” features Biff 
Elliott, Peggy Nelson and Tony 
Hickley. Husband-and-wife team 
for the quarter-hour show, titled 
“Leave It to Arthur,” has not been 
set. Crown is budgeting the half- 
hour show at $17,500 per stanza, 
with the budget allowing for 
full orch, with music to be com- 
posed and conducted by 
Jacoby. 


Colgate Skeds ‘North’ 


Colgate will install John W. 
Loveton’s televersion of “Mr. and 
Mrs. North” in the 10 p.m. Friday 
slot on CBS-TV, with an Oct. 3 
starting date. 

The Norths will be played by 
Barbara Britton and Richard Den- 
ning. 


Elliott 





comparison . of | 


is playing the | 


writer-director. No} 


olds to co-star with Hayden in the | 








Strong Unit to Back Up 
Mayehoff NBC-TV Show 


Arnold Stang, Hope Emerson 
and Billie Burke have been signed 
for the Eddie Mayehoff show, 


which goes into the 7:30 p.m. slot 
Sundays on NBC-TV. 

Reynolcs Metals is committed to 
a firm 39 weeks, with an option to 
increase the series to 44 editions. 
Program consists of half-hour vid- 
pix. 


Kinnie Recording Issue 
Chief SAG, TVA Hassle As 
4A’s Preps New York Meet 


Associated Actors & Artistes of 
America meets in N. Y. today 
(Wed.) to draft a new resolution 
that will delineate the jurisdiétion- 
al areas of Television Authority 
and Screen Actors Guild. 

Chief problem involved, in what 
has been lately a relatively quiet 
jurisdictional matter, concerns ed- 
ited kinescope recordings. SAG 
wants the phrasing on this subject | 
to state that TVA has jurisdiction 
over kinnies so long as they are} 
not edited in the manner of mo- 
tion pictures. 

TVA, however, contends that 
kinnies grow out of live tele, are 
covered by TVA's contracts with | 
|'the networks and_ stations, and | 
they should remain under the live | 
union’s wing. TVA argues further | 
that a large proportion of kinnies 
are edited, as when a boner is} 
pulled in a commercial and the! 
mishap is cut out or an overlong 
program is trimmed. | 

The fight is actually over the | 


language used, with TVA claiming | 


| cover too much ground. TVA feels 
| that eventually SAG may use this 
| language to cover the possibility of 
|}new methods of tele recording. 


’ On the other hand, SAG stresses 

that it is not trying to get control 
over kinescopes. It conceded TVA's 
control over kinnies in National 
Labor Relations Board hearings 
long ago. It claims that the key 
phrase is “editing customary in 
motion picture production.” Merely 
trimming out a boner or an over- 
long sequence wouldn't be con- 
strued as editing a la motion pix, 
an SAG spokesman said. 

A new resolution on the juris- | 
| dictional picture is being drawn up | 
' to replace one adopted by the 4A’s 
jin April, 1950, when the 4A’s 
| awarded all jurisdiction to TVA. 
| That resolution went by the boards, 
due to decisions by the NLRB and | 
| elections in which the actors voted 
for SAG control over film TV. 

However, the 1950 document {fs 

| still on the books. Since all sides 
| agree that the 1950 paper is out- | 
| dated, it will be rescinded and re- | 
placed with one that reflects the 
| actual situation. 
| SAG-proposed resolution says a 
|program is considered in “live 
manner” if it is recorded in eon- 
' tinuous action, with cuts permitted. | 
| Audience participation shows, even | 
|though edited and on film, would 
| be considered “live,” e.g., the 
Groucho Marx show. But, TVA 
asks, what if the “Red Skelton” 
show moves to film? 














GINSBERG PREPS NEW C0. 


| FOR FILM, TV PROJE 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

| Organization to create, develop 
jand participate in motion picture 
land television projects has been 
‘initiated by Henry Ginsberg, for- 
mer head of Paramount studio. He 
just ended an association with 
NBC-TV as film consultant. 

Ginsberg will direct his activi- 
ties toward production of films for 
television and to achieve a closer 
coordination between the two in- 
' dustries. 


| another 


i chen 


FACE VIDFILM TEST 


Nf Canada Dry Inks $3,000,000 Deal 
))| Yo Bankroll ‘Terry & Pirates’ Series 


another major television film 
deal, Canada Dry Ginger Ale this 
| week pacted with Official Films 
to bankroll OF’s “Terry and the 
Pirates” series in a number of 
major markets on a spot basis this 
fall. Canada Dry will spend well 
over $3,000,000 for combined time 
and talent on the vidpix, thereby 
upping its TV advertising outlay 
considerably over the $4,500 week- 
ly it was paying ABC-TV as a 
participating bankroller on_ that 
web's “Super Circus,” which it has 
cancelled. 

“Terry,” being produced for 
Official by Dougfair Productions, 
'is scheduled to preem Nov. 22. 
Series will be aired alternate weeks 
only, and OF is currently huddling 
|; with other major advertisers to 
pick up the open weeks. Deal is 
illustration of the trend 
being followed by major TV spon- 
sors in abandoning network shows 
in favor of picking up only those 
markets it wants via a spot vid- 
film purchase. 

Don Sharpe, currently producing 
“Four Star Playhouse,” the Robert 
Cummings show and “Impulse,” 
will coordinate plans for “Terry” 
with Dougfair, indie outfit headed 
by Douglas Fairbanks. Pix are to 
be lensed at the RKO studios in 
Hollywood starting Sept. 15. John 
Baer will play the title role, with 
William Tracy playing the Hotshot 
Charlie character and Jack Krus- 
portraying Chopstick Joe. 
Mathes agency handles the Canada 
Dry account. 

Déal is the third set to date with 
a top-spending advertiser by Offi- 
cial. Singer Sewing Machines will 
bankroll “Four Star” this fall via 
CBS-TV, while Dunhill cigarets 
this week pacted to bankroll the 
Robert Cummings series Saturday 
nights on NBC-TV. 


SAG to Nix Pacts 
With 50 N.Y. Prods. 


Screen Actors Guild last week 
notified some 50 film producers in 
N. Y. that it is cancelling its con- 
tracts with them as of Oct. 23. 
After that date SAG members will 
not be permitted to work for any 
producer who hasn’t signed the 
guild’s new basic agreement of 
1952 and the television supplement. 

Some Gotham film producers 
have inked these agreements and 
will not be affected by this action. 





| Talks have been proceeding be- 


tween the Film Producers Ass’n 
of N. Y. and the SAG, and will 
resume after Labor Day. It’s ex- 
pected that an SAG-FPA pact will 
be finalized ahead of the Oct. 23 


| deadline. 


Guild’s contracts with the 50 pro- 
ducers involved permit cancella- 


| tion, after a certain period, on two 


months’ notice. SAG set the dead- 
line to prod the producers into a 
quicker settlement. 


NBC DELAYS AM ‘RILEY’ 
TO LAUNCH ITS VIDPIX 


NBC, which acquired radio-TV 
rights to the “Life of Riley” pack- 
age several months ago, has de- 
, cided to postpone the debut of the 
AM version this fall in order to 
| get the projected “Riley” vidfilm 
series under way. 

Web will lens a top-budgeted pi- 
lot film on “Riley” within the next 
few weeks in Hollywood, with Wil- 
|liam Bendix playing the role he 
| originated. As soon as the pilot is 
!eanned, the web will use that to 
pitch the show to prospective agen- 
'eies and clients. Then, when anc 
| if the TV version is sold, NBC will 
turn its attention to the radio show. 
| “Riley” was last seen on NBC- 
TV several seasons ago as a vidpix 
| series. That version starred Jackie 
| Gleason in the title role and was 
|bankrolled on the network by 
| Pabst Beer, 
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CBS-TV Maps Sharing saabiake Plan |DuMlont Sports Series 


Set for Bristol-Myers 


Bristol-Myers is set to pick up a 


To Get Ken Murray Show Launched 15-minute tele series on DuMont 





Unable to line up a single bank- ¢ 
roller for its Ken Murray*show this , 


fall in either an hour or a half- 2? Live Station Markets 


hour version, CBS-TV has decided | » a : 
to try selling the show to three} F N CBS-TV 0 b 
sharing sponsors, each of whom or ew mn us 
would pick up the tab for one- With ail replies from its affiliate 
third of the package each week.’ stations not yet in, CBS-TV has 
Web followed the same procedure tied down a live station lineup so 
for its Jackie Gleason show and far of 22 markets for its upcoming 
succeeded in wrapping up the Sunday afternoon “Omnibus” se- 
requisite trio of sponsors well ries. Web expects to hit a peak of 
ahead of Gleason’s scheduled tee- 30 live markets for the show, and 
off next month. also revealed this week that the 
Web is anxious to get Murray Ford Foundation, which is produ- 
on the air with a sponsor or spon-| ¢cing with CBS as part of its TV- 
sors, because its contract with the Radio Workshop, has approved 
comic includes a $2,000 per week additional funds to permit kine- 
pay or play clause. As result, it scoping the show in other markets 
has budgeted the show consider: “Omnibus” is slated for launch- 
ably under the Gleason package ing Nov. 9, and will hold down the 
and NBC-TV’s “All Star Revue,” 4:30 to 6 p.m. period Sundays. Web 
which has been sold on the same’ salesmen this week are following 
basis the last two years. Each of|!up on the presentation brochures 
the trio of sponsors buying into mailed out to agencies and pros- 
the Murray package will pay a) pective clients last week, and CBS- 
gross time and talent fee of $25,-| TV sales execs report considerable 
000 per week on a promised lineup sponsor interest. 
of 35 stations. Gleason show, by 
comparison, goes at $32,500 per 


sponsor weekly. Paes ee $.0 f | d t TV 
so ecenn in nae ek tee eee We . 0 nl e 0 
be # 

Chi Pro Gridders 





nights from 9 to 10, directly fol- 
lowing Gleason. While the CBS 
brass claims that the comedy block | 
would give it a solid one-two punch | 
against NBC’s “All Star” and} 
“Show of Shows,” it also would | 
mean further re-juggling of the 
CBS Saturday night, and perhaps 
Tuesday night, schedule, which had 
been presumably locked up several 
weeks ago. 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 

Standard Oil of Indiana _ has 
finalized a deal with the two Chi- 
cago pro football teams, the Bears 
and Cardinals, to televise an 11- 
zZame home schedule on seven mid- 
, ue fe west stations. The contests will be 

At that time, CBS had “Leave | ‘ejecast by ABC-TV, which is offer- 
It to Dad,” starring Eddie Albert, | ing them in other markets on a 
slotted for the 9 p.m, slot Saturday, | ¢9.op basis. Under National Pro- 
and Jane Froman’s “U.S.A. Can- | fessional Football League rules, the 
teen” in at 9:30. On Tuesdays, the games can’t be telecast in a city 
web had the Red Buttons show at within 75 miles of a league, con- 
8 and the Alan. Young show at/test, which means Chicago will 
8:30, opposite NBC's Milton Berle | automatically be blacked out. 
program. If Murray takes over the 
Saturday night 9 to 10 slot, con- 
sequently, the web will have to 
select the best two of those four 
programs fo fill the Tuesday night 
period. 


The promotional aspects through- 
out the midwest for the two Windy 
City teams are an important part 
in the Standard TV_hookup. The 
oil firm, through McCann-Frickson, 
is actually only bankrolling one 
half of each game, with the other 
period given over to plugging 


Bristol-Myers to Stay rg nope a upon which 
a ‘ 1 r | is eing televised. 
With Bank on CBS-TV; | Standard and the agency are 
;still rounding out other phases 
ABC Gets Plum Renewal of its annual fall football spread, 
nitiiia Whoosh thes “ecided to which embraces both radio and 
vistol-My as 7 " RRA Oe al at wend 
stick with “Break The Bank” in the | r.V Already set are regular sea 


: Ger a son broadcasts of the following 
9:30 p.m. Sunday ‘slot on CBS-TV, colleges: Colorado, KOA, Denver; 
rather than another show which 


. Iowa, WHO, Des Moines; Minne- 
the network had been plugging for. sota, WCCO, Minneapolis; Ne- 

CBS-TV had been pushing for) }raska, KFAB, Omaha: Wichita, 
the sponsor to put in a more ex- KWBB,. Wichita, and Wisconsin 
pensive program, preferably the WTMJ Milwaukee ‘ 
Ken Murray stanza. However, the R x 
B-M crowd felt that because it fol- 


lows the “Fred Waring Show” and sponsorship of the Bears’ games 


is opposite the strong “Television , al east 
Playhouse” for Philco and Good- on the WIND midwest network, 


to precede that web's professional 
football telecasts on Sunday after- 


,noons. A limited station lineup 


will probably be used. 

Show will go into the 2:45-3 p.m. 
slot as warmup for the pro grid- 
ders. A name sports personality 
is being sought to handle the stint. 
Agency is Doherty, Clifford & 
Shenfield. Product to be plugged 
will probably be Vitalis hair prep- 
aration. 


Lux Hunts Emcee 
As AFRA Ban On 
DeMille Stands 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

C. B. DeMille’s expulsion from 
AFRA still stands, officials of the 
radio actors union have advised 
the J. Walter Thompson agency. 
Feelers were put out by the agency 
to determine, the status of the 
former producer-emcee of - “Lux 





Radio Theatre” and the answer 


was “nothing doing.” 

Overture was made by the 
agency to AFRA before proposing 
a return to the show to DeMille, 
which he had not sought. DeMille 
was forced off Lux several vears 
ago when he refused to pay an 
assessment of $1 for a_ political 
campaign he disfavored. He fought 
the expuision to the U. S. Supreme 
Court but lost. 

With the opening of the Lux 
radio season less than two weeks 


| away, the agency finds itself with- 


out an inaugural show or producer- 
emcee. William Keighley, who fol- 


|lov@ad DeMille on the dramatic 


| 
| 


| 





Still to be worked out are the 
final details on Standard’s AM 


| show, has bowed out so that he 


can spend six months of the year 
in Europe. Cornwell Jackson, 
agency's radio-TV veepee, is audi- 
tiening a successor. 

Pencilled for the teeoff Sept. 8 
was “African Queen,” but it had 
to be postponed because the pic- 
ture’s star, Humphrey Bogart, will 
be tied up in picture production. 
it will be aired at a later date. 





DFS’ Rogers on Leave 


For Nixon Campaign 
Washington, Aug. 26. 
Ted Rogers, ex-CBS_ director, 
will serve as radio and tele liaison 
of the Nixon-for-Vice-President 
campaign, Republican National 
Committee announced over the 
weekend. 
Rogers is on leave from Dancer, 
Fitzgerald & Sample; he’s as- 


supervising network shows on both 
media. 








year on NBC-TV, a more expensive = 





Jayout wouldn't do any better than 
“Bank” ratingwise. On a viewers- 
per-dollar basis, the bankroller re- 





portedly feels, “Bank” will prove | . Television Premieres 


a better investment. 

Meanwhile, ABC radio has; 
snagged a 52-week renewal from 
Bristol-Myers for “Bank,” aired | 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 


C during the next 10 days: 
11:30 a.m. It’s a plum for the web, 


(Aug. 27-Sept. 6) 


Following is a list of shows, either new or returning after a 
summer hiatus, which preem on the four major video networks 


since the show had been wooed es Aug. 29 : 
over from another skein last year. Big Story. Drama. NBC, 9 to 9:30 p.m. Pall Mall, via SSC&B. 
Prudential is cutting back on its | Aug. 30 


Jack Berch show, currently in the | 
12 noon-12:15 p.m. slot cross-the- 
board. Next month Berch will be 
trimmed to five minutes, running 
from noon to 12:05. Web is insert- | 
in’ a newscast with Don Gardner. 


through BBD&O. 





via Benton & Bowles. 


Your Hit Parade. Variety. NBC, 10:30 to 11 p.m. Lucky Strike, 


Aug. 31 
Roy Rogers. Western. NBC, 6:30 to 7 p.m. General Foods, 


Tid Mack's “Original Amateur | Sept. 1 


He." for Old Gold, which is in 
the Thursday 10-10:45 p.m. period, 
powders ABC after the Sept. 18 
edition. 

: via Weiss & Geller. 


House Party. Audience Participation. CBS, 2:45 to 3:15 p.m. 
Monday-through-Friday. Participating sponsorship. 
Sept. 2 
Where Was I? Panel quiz. DuMont, 9 to 9:30 p.m. Wine Corp. 


Sept. 5 


ABC, Subsids in $67,000 Mama. Situation comedy. CBS, 8 to 8:30 p.m. General Foods, 


via Benton & Bowles. 


Red for Ist Half 1952} ..itsse.Pen"y,areuue.conet” NPC. 020 0 10m. Camp 


ABC and its subsidiaries report- 


Cavalcade of Sports. Madison Sq. Garden fights. NBC. 10 to 


ed an estimated loss of $67.000 for! 10:45 p.m. Gilléftte, through Nixon. 


the first six months of 1952. The | Greatest Fights of Century. 
loss would have been an additional 
$74,000, if it had not been reduced 


_ recovery of Federal income Happy’s Party. Kid's show. 
“xe . in 7 . “a ‘ ~A 
Xes under the carry-back provi- Citrus, via J. Walter Thompson. 


Stons of the Internal Revenue 


‘Film.) NBC, 10:45 to 11 p.m. 


Chesebrough Manufacturing, via Cayton. 
Sept. 6 , 
DuMont, 11 to 11:30 a.m. Florida 


code All Star Revue. Variety. ‘Dennis Day as first star.) NBC, 8 to 


in 9 p.m. Participating. 
or the same period of the pre- 
Vious vear, the net income was pa ing? 
$472.000, atte r Federal 


Your Show of Shows. Variety. NBC, 9 to 10:30 p.m, 


Partici- 


taxes. inceme Battle of Ages. Pancl. CBS, Saturday, 10:30 to 11 p.m. Seru- 


tan, through Franklin Bruck. 


j 
j 


‘Kukla’ to Debut as NBC Radio Airer: 
First of 3 Shows to Double in AM, TY 





| 


| Qn Pseudo Tune Contest 





* “Kukla, Fran & Ollie.” Which 

latched onto a network-controlleg 
| time siot on’ television this 
| for the first time since it's 


| 
| 


year 


: ‘ been 
on the air, will also make its debut 


| this fall as a half-hour 


Philly D.A. Cracks Down 


* radio show, 


Philadelphia, Aug. 26. | NBC program veepee Charles 

An advertising promotion scheme | (Bud) Barry revealed this we 7 
conducted by a local TV dealer will | that the Kuklapolitan troupe bar 
be dropped on orders from the Dis- | bow in on radio Sundavs 4: ¢ an 
trict Attorney’s office. | marking the latest instance 0; on 


D. A. Richardson Dilworth made | NBC plans to utilize many of the 
the demand, when members of his ! Same shows in both AM and Ty 
rackets squad found a_ so-called | under its new integration | 
“mystery tune contest” sponsored Barry pointed out that “K}] 
by the American Television and | will be the first of three ail . 
Appliance Co., was “no real con- | evening shows to be aired both 
test.” radio and TV, but not as simu. 
The firm offered “$100 merchan- Casts. “Meet the Press,” which js 
dising certificates” to persons who | to be aired at 6 p.m. via video. 
correctly identified songs, recorded | Will have a playback of the audio 
portions of which were broadcast | Portion of that show on the NBC 
over local radio and TV stations. radio petwork at 10 p.m. And The. 
Dilworth said the Better Business | Odore Granik’s “American Forum 
Bureau was listed among the num-| Of the Air,” which moves back to 


aw 


Q 


ber of complainants he had re- 4 Sunday afternoon slot for Ty 
ceived about the program during |!" the fall, will also have its audio 
the last six months. played back on radio at 10:30 p.m 


| Barry cited these three shows as 
| brime examples of the types of 
IL 4 9 | programs which could be utilized 
ongrun eop é _ advantageously in both media 
| Explaining the genesis of 
“KF&O’'s” radio debut, Barry said 
) f he had long believed that the pro- 
ue or X@ gram was a basically good radio 
property, as well as TV. About 
ws ; Fe six months ago, he said, he re- 
e, the People,” one of the | corded two weeks of the show's 
longest-run shows on television, is video stanzas and then played back 
being cancelled by Gulf Oil at end the tape without having any TV 
of September. Sponsor is keep- pictures to watch at the same time. 


Kuklapolitans came out so well 
ing its Friday night at 8:30 period; in the AM format, he said. that 
on NBC-TV, and will replace| he got together with Burr Till- 
“People” with a half-hour dramat-| strom, “KF&O’s” creator and star. 
ic series, to be produced on a live | and worked out the deal for a 
basis by Young & Rubicam staffer! radio version. 
Frank Telford. With the TV show now airing 
“People” also held a record of Sundaws at 4 p.m., only two-and- 
some kind as one of the oldest | a-half hours before the scheduled 
shows on radio, in which medium | radio slot, Barry said that it 
it started a number of years ago.| hasn’t yet been decided whether 
When TV first became a network | Tillstrom and his troupe will tape 
operation, Gulf attempted for a/a special show for the AM ver- 
| while to air the show as a simul-| sion in advance, or whether they'll 
cast, but then dropped radio en-|tape the audio portion of the TV 
tirely two years ago in favor of a| show and then “wild-track” in on 
TV-only system. Life magazine | the tape the necessary bridges, 
had been co-producing the show | segues, ete., to fill in the gaps, 
| with Y&R during the recent politi-| such as might occur when the 
cal conventions, but it checked off| characters on TV were going 
| several weeks ago, and is now | through their pantomime antics. 
shopping for another video pack- | 
age. 











| “People” was originally created | iti 

| by Phillips H. Lord. He sold.it on Trade Institutional Job 

| collecting his weekly check for the 

show. Its cancellation marks the F e , 
all Promotion Drive 

| weeks to get the axe, since his : — ie 

|“Mr. District Attorney,” after 12) CBS Radio, continuing its at 


|a royalty basis to Y&R and is still To Highlight CBS Radio 
|second Lord package in recent 
lyears on radio and a year on Tv, tempts to revive interest in AM, 


sistant manager of the agency's was cancelled by Bristol-Myers at will plug not only its program 
Hollywood office in charge of end of last season. 
radio-TV. His work has been| 


lineup in the fall advertising cam- 
| paign, but try in addition to do an 
| institutional job on the medium as 


UL OF KANSAS TO BOW Sestica "hats" ino 
ini D - t p 0 
NEW FM RADIO STATION Pierre, N.Y. where top web exes 


t ‘a | will detail their fall promotion 
_Kansas City, Aug. 26. plans to more than 125 station and 
U. of Kansas, at Lawrence, is 


| getting into FM radio. It t ee 
- M radio, Its new sta- : ales pro- 
tion, KANU, will begin regular| Charles Qppenheim, sales hiv 
: acti > a motion and advertising chief, W! 
| broadcasting Sept. 10, R. Edwin). duct the clini Also scheduled 
Browne, director of radio, an- ag +t = ; » affiliat execs ire 
nounced last week. - o address the affiliate « 7 
: , network prexy Adrian Murphy: 
KANU will operate at 91.5 mega- | yeepees Lou Hausman, John Karol 
cycles on the FM dial, with a clear! and Lester Gottlieb; research di- 
signal being receivable over a 70-| rector Harper Carraine; news chief 
mile radius from Lawrence. It will | Ted Church, and press informa- 
| broadcast by means of a 10,000-! tion chief George Crandall. 
| watt transmitter and a 511-foot Web’s promotion film, “More 
, Lower, Than Meets the Eye,” will be 
Station is a gift to the K. U.| screened for the affiliates Sept. 5. 
school of journalism by John B.|Hausman and Oppenheim are 
| Harris and Sydney F. Harris, | scheduled to trek to the Coast the 
| Hutchinson and Ottawa publishers, | following week to deliver their 
, 4S @ memorial to their uncle, Fred | spiels to CBS western affiliates 
| M. Harris, a former member of | Sept. 11. 
} 








the state board of regents. 





oes pred years, K. U. has | 

owned an erated KFKU, 

[AM station, which splits time with Texaco Set oa | 
“IN, Topeka. M ' sin 
| : et Opera B’casts Ag 


Texaco is returning to sponsor 
iship of the Metropolitan Opera 


| broadcasts on ABC radio for an- 
naan moerehend, Charles | other season. The Saturday alf- 


Laughton, Charles Boyer ir | 2 : all kick off 
Cedric Harwicke, the aad Ron Sir} ternoon operacasts Ge ee esict 
: Pers | Nov. 29, with a 2 p.m. to 
|who comprise the First Drama schedule. Agency is Kudner 
Quartet, will make separate, suc-' The one-shot televising of the 
cessive appearances on CBS Ra-' Met preem will probably not be 
dio’s “Suspense” series. undertaken this year, due to high 
Miss Moorehead will kick off the; costs involved. Last year Testo 





| 
Drama Quartet Solos 


series Sept. 15, in the fifth reprise} also omitted the preem pt “et 
of her “Sorry, Wrong Number” although it had backed them . 
classic. Laughton, Boyer and ABC-TV for the two previous “°° 


| Hardwicke follow, in that order. , sons. 
16 ¢ , So ' 


‘ sit 





le | 


alt 
$0. 
the 
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COODWILL’S GOODBY 











NBC Not Selling Radio Down River, Sez 
McConnell; Reintegration Policy Set 


NBC prez Joseph H. McConnell+ 
i this week that the web’s re- 


| 
integration policy is now virtually Meppet ‘Cottage’ Calls 
Quits on DuMont Web 


complete, with key personnel for- 
merly working in either radio or| 

“Magic Cottage,” one of the long- 
energies to both media. Move, |©St-run moppet shows on local N. Y. 





saic 


» 





E TO CBS: 





| 
| 





| CBS Radio ran into a major snag 


} on its new rate formula this week, Bishop Vice Kalmus At 
when WJR and WGAR, the web’s| 
key affiliates in Defroit and Cleve- | NBC-TV, Latter to Lever 
| land, respectively, refused to ac: | Allan H. Kalmus, manager of 
| cept the new policy. Reps of the|TV publicity for NBC for the last 





TV now devoting their time and | 

i : ia |TV, called it quits with the Du- 
McConnell said, was carried out | Mont web this week, and is now 
| being pitched up to other webs 
| and indie stations. Show, starring 
|Pat Meikle and produced = and 
{scripted by her husband, Hal 
| Cooper, has been aired cross-the- 
| board from 6:30 to 7 p.m. It winds 
|}on DuMont’s WABD, N. Y. flag- 
ship, after the Sept. 12 broadcast. 


primarily to strengthen radio but, 


in bringing execs formerly concen- 
trating on radio only into TV, the 
video network will also be 
strengthened. 

McConnell termed as “foolish” 
reports that the reintegration policy 
would result only in “selhing radio 
down the river.” He cited the fact 


that Frank White, now veepee in|} 


charge of both NBC’s radio and 
Ty networks, was formerly prexy 
of the Mutual system. “How can 
we be selling out radio,” he asked, 
‘when we put a man who came 
from a radio-only network in 
charge of both our AM and TV 
operations?” 

According to the NBC topper, 
the reintegration move was made 
necessary by the fact that it’s im- 
possible “to find duplicate execu- 
tives of the calibre of Pat Weaver 
(AM-TV exec veepee) and Frank 
White to concentrate on either one 
medium or the other.” And even 
if such top execs were available, 
he said, it would probably be im- 
possible for NBC to pay four of 
them, where it now pays only two 
Under the reintegration pattern, 


he said, NBC also will benefit in | 


both media from the long experi- 
ence of John K. Herbert, formerly 
AM sales veepee and now holding 
down that job for both media, and 
Charles (Bud) Barry, who formerly 
was AM-only program veepee and 
now heads programming for both. 

McConnell pointed out that the 


(Continued on page 38) 


COP, Demos Grab 
All Availabilities 


With the Presidential camaigns 
swinging into high gear this week, 
both the Republican and Demo- 
cratic national committees are 
buying up as much radio and TV 
time as possible to slug it out in 
full view of the public from coast 
to coast. Both parties this week 
pacted for a half-hour show on 





both NBC and CBS the night pre- sale under NBC's “Minute Man” | 


ceding the elections for a_last- 
minute pitch for votes, and it’s ex- 
pected they'll place the same time 
— on all major AM and TV 
webs 

Demos booked the 10:30 to 11 
p.m. period Nov. 3 on the two 
webs for a simuleast. GOP has 
bought the 10 to 10:30 period for 
radio only, but is now expected to 
cancel that booking in order to 
bick up the 11 to 11:30 period on 
4 simulcast basis, in order to have 


|day (Tues.) for London, where 
|he’ll produce George Bellak’s “The 
|Trouble Makers,” scheduled for a 
Sept. 16 opening at the Strand 
Theatre in London’s West End. 





NBC Sets ‘Match: 
Sundays at 7 P.M. 
| To Buck Benny 


| 


Inean attempt to reprise his sys- 
tem of knocking off the top-rated 
shows on competing networks, NBC 
program veepee Charles (Bud) 


| Barry has decided to slot ‘Meet! 


|Your Match,” the audience par- 
| ticipation giveaway show, Sunday 
| nights at 7 this year-in direct op- 


position to the Jack Benny show | 


}on CBS Radio. Barry was program 
|chief for ABC several years ago, 
when that net put up “Stop the 


knocked Fred Allen out of the top 
rating position he'd held for tears 
|on NBC. 

Scheduling of “Match” at 7 
o'clock is one of several shifts in 
the Sunday night fall lineup which 
Barry has put through this week. 
|Under the new setup, “Scarlet 
| Pimpernel,” the Towers of Lendon 
| package from England, goes in at 
|5:30 p.m., and “Kukla, Fran & 
Ollie” wil! be making its AM debut 
{in the 6:30 slot. Onty time period 
| still open on Sundays is at 6, and 
it’s tentatively planned to air 
|either the Gabby Hayes show or 
Sammy Kaye's “Sunday Serenade” 
jin that period. Either of these 
|two programs will be offered for 





/ co-op setup. 

As the Sunday schedule present- 
ly shapes up, the network will tee 
|off with “The Chase” a 4 p.m 
i“Martin Kane, Private Eyve,”’ will go 
at 4:30, under sponsorship of U. S. 
|Tobacco, with “Hollywood, Star 
| Playhouse,” bankrolled by Ameri- 
can Bakers, going at 5. “Pimper- 
nel” is in at 5:30, Hayes or Kaye 
at 6, “KF&O” at 6:30 and “Match” 
at 7. Then “Aldrich Family” will 
|be aired at 7:30; Phil Harris-Alice 


Cooper, incidentally, left yester- | 


Music” Sundays at 8 and promptly | 


| two stations, which form part of| seven years, resigned from the web 


the late G. A. Richards’ Goodwill 


|skein, told Variety that* they’ve | 


| had “casual” talks with CBS brass 


They indicated, however, that if no 
| such deal is forthcoming, they may 
| disaffiliate entirely. 





Reason for the two stations’ de- 
| fection reporiedly lies not so much 
}in the indirect rate cuts resulting 
| from CBS’ new discount structure, 
| but in the reduced payments the 
| web affiliates will get under the 
|}plan for ‘airing network shows. 
Three other stations are also still 
|sitting out on giving the plan a final 
okay, but they are expected to fall 
linto line within the next week. It’s 
|pointed out that KMPC, Holly- 
| wood, third station in the Goodwill 
chain, has been operating success- 
fully as an indie outiet for some 
time, and John Patt, now prez of 
the stations, reportedly feels that 
WJR and WGAR can do as well on 
an indie basis if he cannot come to 
iterms with CBS. 


Other Holdouts 

Other CBS affiliates which have 
not yet okayed the new plan, which 
took effect Monday (25), include 
KNXT, Des Moines; KCBQ, San 
| Diego; and WNAX, Yankton, S. D. 
In notifying advertisers of these 
stations, CBS said their Monday 
'through Friday day rates will not 
| be increased, and billing for them 
will not be subject to the 5% Mon- 


count. 


day through Friday daytime dis-| 


In a brochure mailed to spon- 


last week to join Lever Bros. as 


|press bureau chief. Don Bishop, 


|on the possibility of working out a! NBC’s magazine editor, has been | fullseale 
separate deal with the network.| tapped to replace Kalmus. Auriel | Kudner agency handles the ac- 


| Macfie, until now Bishop's as- 
| Sistant, succeeds him. 

| Kalmus is the second exec to 
leave NBC veepee Syd Eiges’ press 
|department during recent months 
| Jo C. Dine also resigned recently 
lto accept a job as publicity chief 
| for the Frederic W. Ziv Co. Lever, 
incidentally, this week also named 
'George H. Weiler, Jr., formerly 
‘manager of public information for 
Sharp & Dohme, as community 
relations manager. 





Healthy Fall Biz 





| Portending healthy fall business 
| for network radio, both CBS and 


| NBC this week came up with a 


batch of new billings and renewals 
| Number of NBC renewals pushed 


| 


| that- web's biz total up 16% com- 


pared to where it stood at this time | 


| last year, and CBS has been oper- 
| ating ahead of last year’s schedule 
| of sponsors for some time now. 
Both webs also cited the fact that 


|sors and agencies this week, CBS | they still have several weeks of 


detailed the new plan as including 


| selling time remaining before the 


/an 11.11% hike on daytime rates/ new fall season shifts into high. 


cross-the-board and 
| Saturday and Sunday day rates at 
'one-half the level of nighttime 
|rates. Night rates are to remain 
the same, but advertisers benefit to 
the extent of an approximate 35% 
cutback via the new discounts es- 


| (Continued on page 36) 


Ike, Adlai Pat Radio-TV 
| On Back ior Strong Aid 
In Getting Out the Vote 


Washington, Aug. 26. 

Congratulatory messages to the 
broadcasting industry were receiv- 
ed from the Democratic and Re- 
publican presidential nominees ast 
week by Harold E. Fellows, prexy 
of the National Assn. of Radio and 
TV Broadcasters, on occasion of 
‘the start of the group’s annual dis- 
trict meetings. 
Gov. Adlai Stevenson of Illinois 





ils pitch follow directly after the | Faye, sponsored by RCA, at 8; | informed’ Fellows that radio and 
emos. Demos,. meanwhile, are! “Theatre Guild of the Air,” bank-|TV are contributing “immeasu- 


known to be trying to grab up time 
on every video market in the 


Country, indicating that Gov. Adlai | field, at 9:30; “Meet the Press,” for | campaign. 


| rolled by U. S. Steel, at 8:30; 


| “Dragnet,” sponsored by Chester- 


'rably” to public understanding of 
ithe issues and candidates in the 
He added that broad- 


Stevenson, Demo nominee, will ap-| Revere Copper & Brass, at 10, and | casters have “cooperated generous- 


Pear on the show himself. 

Demos are teeing off their TV 
Campaign next Monday (Labor 
Day) with a half-hour on all four 
hets, during which Gov. Stevenson 
Will officially launch his campaign. 
Party has also bought the alternate 
Tuesday night 10:30 to 11 period 


etween now and the election on | 


CBS-TV, Web is holding open the 
alternate weeks for the GOP but 
- far has not received an order for 
the time, 


|*“American Forum of the Air” at 
10:30. 


Radio Show Aids Traffic 
Cop Win Sheriff Primary 


Schenectady, Aug. 26. 
Police Officer Harold Calkins, 
who has presented a_ weekly 
safety program via WGY from his 
traffic post, with assistance of an- 
nouncer George Marriott, was a 





On NBC, meanwhile, the Demo-| surprise, and close winner over 
‘rats have bought the 10:30 to 11) Sheriff William H. Dunn in the 


bin. period for both radio and TV 
<_ 9 and Sept. 15. GOP has 
oe culed simulcasts Sept. 4 from 
to 11° 10 and Sept. 19 from 10:30 
he In addition, the GOP has 
me. 18 separate half-hours of 
Nov Neem between Sept. 24 and 
Dm. al! to go in the 10 to 10:30 
“. period. 


| Republican primary election for | 
‘that office last week. Calkins, 46, | 

listed the radio show in pre-elec- 
| tion advertisements. 


Quarter-hour, which features 


|interviews with drivers discussing | 
| highway rules and safety precau- 


tions. won a citation last year from 


ithe National Safety Council. 


ly” in making their facilities avail- 
able to him for his reports on state 


| government activities to the people 


| of Illinois. 

| Gov. Stevensor commended 
|NARTB for its “Register and 
| Vote” campaign. Pointing out that 
ithere are an estimated 25,000 citi- 
zens who fail to vote, he urged 


that “every available facility be | 


utilized to reverse the trend which 
has seen fewer and fewer voters 
| participating in national and state 
elections.” 

Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower said 
that the broadcasters of the U.S. 
“are performing a _ vital public 
service and in my opinion doing 
/an increasingly effective job. Noth- 
‘ing can be more important than 
that the various means of commu- 
;nications are granted the freedom 
of expression that is their consti- 
jtutional right.” 


establishing | 


On the new business side, Camel 
| cigarets bought the 5:30 to 5:45 


}p.m. spot Saturdays during the | 
| grid season for a football score- | 


| board show. On CBS, Pillsbury 
| contracted for the 8:30 to 8:45 a.m. 
cross-the-board 
web's midwest net only. Show 
has not yet been selected. 
| NBC is topping the renewal list 
| with four mejor nighttime entries 
| picked up tor the new season by 
| their sponsors, in addition to two 
| Shows on NBC’s western network 
| only. Renewed for the full net are 
| Groucho Marx, sponsored by De- 
Soto-Plymouth; “Grand Ole Opry,” 
by Camels; “Dragnet,” by Chester- 
| field, and “Railroad Hour,” by the 
| Assn. of American Railroads. Re- 
|newals for the western net only 
are “Starch Time” and “Standard 
Hour.” 
On the CBS renewal list is the 
Peggy Lee show, sponsored by 
| Oldsmobile. Sbow was_ bought 
| originally by Olds for six-and-a- 
| half weeks only. Since that time, 
it has had several renewals and 
| Olds is now considering continuing 
it indefinitely. 


Crosby Due Back on CBS 
In Original Thurs. Slot 


Bing Crosby 





returns to his 


original CBS Radio slot on Thurs- | 


| days at 9:30 this fall. General 
| Electric. which is succeeding Ches- 
terfield as sponsor, has decided to 
slot the show in the same period 
| Crosby held for a number of years 
| with his old “Kraft Music Hall” 
show. 
| In other program slottings set 
, this week on CBS, “Hollywood 
| Star Playhouse,” sponsored by Jer- 
| gen’s Lotion, goes into the Thurs- 


day night 9 to 9:30 period, directly | 
“What's My | 
Lime,” radio version of which is! 


| preceding Crosby. 


to be bankrolled by Philip Morris, 


goes into the Wednesday night at | 


9:30 slot, which Crosby held down 
last season on CBS. 


"Is Seen for Radio; 
Renewals Strong: 


period on the! 


JR, WIGAR MAY (GM's TV Bow With $3000.00 Grid Coin 
ANKLE QUER RATES, Near-Record for 11-Wk. Short-Termer 


* General Motors Corp., which will 


|}make its TV bow as sponsor this 
| fall of NBC-TV’s National Col- 
|legiate Athletic Assn. football pack- 
|} age, will spend close to $3,000.000 
|for the 1l-week schedule, a near- 
record for a TV series of such 
| Short duration, GM will shell out 
| $2,533,050 to NBC for time and 
{talent on the package and is also 
;expected to spend another several 
jhundred thousand dollars on a 
ad-publicity campaign. 


| count. 
| Sale is regarded as a coup for 
| NBC on several counts. Most im- 


| portant, as far as the web is con- 
cerned, is the fact that this marks 
| the first time GM has ever used 
|network video, and NBC hopes to 
| be able to keep the company on its 
|client roster for subsequent shows, 
| Primary factor in the sale, accord- 
jing to NBC prexy Joseph H. Me- 
Connell, was the circulation record 
turned in by NBC-TV in the Re- 
| publican national convention cov- 
}erage. New Nielsen statistics re- 
| veal that NBC’s video coverage was 
} seen in more homes than all other 
| networks combined. 
Web also won on its gamble of 
|holding out for a single large 
| sponsor on the NCAA package, 
| rather than attempting to sell the 
jseries to several participating bank- 
‘rollers. In this connection, it’s 
pointed out that GM is paying the 
full card rate of all NBC stations 
| carrying the games (with an antici- 
ated full network lineup of ‘54 
markets), with no deals or special 
discounts of any kind having been 
|made. Fact that GM has bought 
the show virtually guarantees NBC 
a profit on its fourth-quarter TV 
| operations. 

NBC has set up a special task 
force to work with GM on the 
| Show and to coordinate the activi- 
| ties of the sponsor, network and 
|NCAA. Unit is being supervised 
iby Walter Gross, NBC’s account 
exec in Detroit. As the first move 
|in working with him, the web sent 
| out a contingent of top brass to 
Detroit yesterday (Tues.), includ- 
ing press veepee Sydney H. Eiges; 
{sales veepee John K,. Herbert; TV 
sales veepee George Frey; news 
and special events chief Davidson 
| Taylor; merchandising chief Fred 
Dodge; ad-promotion chief Jake 
Evans; stations melations rep Steve 
Flynn; sports chief Tom Gallery, 
and his assistant, Lindsey Nelson. 
| Schedule tees off with the Texas 
| Christian-Kansas game Sept. 20. 
Other games set to date are Colum- 
| bia-Princeton, Michigan-Stanford, 
| Michigan State-Texas A.&M. and 
Army-Navy. Under NBC's deal 
| with the colleges, each school is to 
| get approximately twice the_net’s 
Class A hour rate for rights Po its 
games, 


Hickman Series 


In WNBT Snag 


Difficulty of clearing WNBT, 
|N. Y., Fridays at 7:15 p.m., may 
| force the upcoming Herman Hick- 
'man series into another spot on 
NBC-TV. However, it’s likely that 
|the show will remain on that web, 
| Since the 10:45 p.m. Tuesday slot 
is available, among others. It’s 
also possible that the Friday even- 
jing berth can be cleared in N. Y. 

Show, starring the former Yale 
coach, is slated to kick off Oct. 3, 
with Rex Marshall as Hickman’s 
vis-a-vis. Guest stars will be used, 
some coming from, outside the 
sports field. Writer will be Wil- 
liam Papp, former Chi Daily News 
and ABC sports expert. Series is 
packaged and produced by George 
'F Foley, who also has “Tales of 
Tomorrow’’.and the George Gallup 
transcriber. Agency for Robert 
Burns division of General Cigar is 
Donohue & Coe. Contract is for 
52 weeks, with a 13-week hiatus 
privilege. Hickman was inked 
jthrough William Morris agency. 





a= 


6 ane 


pave hr RB a 


Se WKS PR be 





2 Mel a aint ee 




































































2 semen 



































a} 
} 
t 
ae x 
| Tee 
‘1. hi : 
Bet 

g , a 

a 









































en ep tntcte mn rns 






















































































































































































woo ennertaie~ 


RADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 





TVA Mulling ‘High Prestige’ Board 
Plan to Pass on Disloyalty Charges) , moms sznes Ware ut Jn 


Details of the plan drawn up by+ 


Prof. Robert E. Cushman of- Cor- 
nell U. on “blacklisting,” which 
Television Authority is now mull- 
ing, were learned this week as the 
document was given to TVA offi- 
cers for study. 





WOR Talent Bureau Sets 
Branches in MBS Towns 


Nat Abramson, head of the WOR 


The plan calls for a board of |(N. Y.) entertainment bureau and 
three “eminent disinterested per- | co-ordinator of Mutual network's 


sons,” aided by a permanent staff | band-remstes operation, is open-'| ne 
to which cases in which entertain- i2g up branches of his entertainment 
ers are accused of or cited for dis- | setup in other MBS cities, particu- | 
loyaiy or Communist associations, | larly 


those which have outlets 


“may be referred for fair examina- | owned b the Thomas F, O'Neil, Jr.- 
tion, report and recommendation.” | General Tire radio empire. 


The board is to be a “high pres- 
tige” body, with men of the calibre 
of the late Robert Patterson, Cush- 
ing said. It would not be a “loy- 
alty board” or “clear” individuals, 
but would “report findings and 
make recommendations.” It would 
work on an “informal and flexible” 
basis and educate public opinion. 

Members of the board. Dr. Cush- 
ing said, would be “persons of na- 
tional reputation who command 
universal respect.” Persons not 
suitable, he added, are “politica: 
leaders; anyone whose loyalty has 
been questioned (even if unjustly) 
and who is therefore a ‘controver- 
sial figure’; prominent crusaders 
for civil liberty ‘they will all be 
suspect), and anti-Communist cru- 
saders.” 

Trio would be salaried (“it should 
not be niggardly”) and would work 
part-time. Board's staff of experts 
and researchers work full time for 
pay. 

‘Minimum Standards’ 

Cushman suggested “minimum 
standards” for considering individ- 
ual cases brought before the board: 
“accusations or citations charging 
or implying disloyalty, which are 
unsupported by credible evidence, 
must be wholly rejected”; and 
“general rejection of ‘guilt by as- 
sociation’ as a test of lovalty.” He 
rejects the branding of a person 
as “controversial,” not because he 
is guilty, but because he is ac- 
cused. 

Board procedure would include 
giving the accused notice and hear- 
ing, right to appear and give evi- 
dence and to introduce statements, 
and assistance from the staff in se- 
curing information or evidence. 
Accusers would have opportunity 
to appear in support of charges, if 
they so desire. 

To get around certain legal hur- 
dles, the board would produce 
“reports” rather than “decisions.” 
It would make “recommendations” 
rather than passes on guilt or inno- 
cence, and thus “avoid legal liabil- 
ity for libel should the recommen- 
dation be adverse.” 

If the recommendations are “ad- 
verse to an accused persons, the 
fact that the board has made a ‘re- 
port’ or ‘recommendation’ will 
probably be less ruinous than 

(Continued on page 39) 


WNBQ Takes Lead 
In Chi Fall Sales 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 
Reports of sprightly fall busi- 








In Boston, for example, Abram- 
son's braneh will work out of the 
Yankee network headquarters. 

The entertainment bureau han- 
dles bookings of acts for conven- 
tions, meetings, cruises, tours, par- 
ties, ete., particularly for organi- 
zations like the Elks, Shriners, 
American Legion, and so on. The 


| WOR, N. Y., setup alone handles 


about 700 organization dates an- 
nually. 


‘Those Two’ Shifting To 
Coast; Martha Stewart, 
Lee Staying as Stars 


NBC-TV’s “Those Two” is the 
latest live television show which 
will move from N.Y. to Hollywood 
next month. , Martha Stewart, who 
replaced Vivian Blaine on the 
show as co-star with Pinky Lee 
during the summer, is continuing 
and, since both she and Lee want 
to live on the Coast, Benton & 
Bowles, which packages the show 
for Procter & Gamble, okayed the 
move. 

In switching to Hollywood, B&B 
also hopes to find better comedy 
writing talent than it had in N.Y. 
Under a new production setup, Ben 
Brady, who was head writer on 
Ken Murray’s video show last sea- 
son, takes over as producer and 
scripting chief. He'll be joined in 
the writing chores by Seaman 





Jacobs. Bill States continues as 
director. 
Hollywood origination starts 


when the show resumes Sept. 8 
after a two-week vacation. (Jan 
Murray’s “Meet Your Match” is 
filling in.) Thrice-weekly “Those 
Two” will originate live from the 
Coast at 4:30 p.m., meaning it will 
be aired in the east at its present 
time of 7:30. For the western sta- 
tions, however, a hot kine will be 
used for a 7:30 airing Coast time. 


Coy, Sen. Johnson to Guest 
At Denver NARTB Meet 


Washington, Aug. 26. 

Former FCC Chairman Wayne 
Coy, now partner with Time-Life in 
ownership of KOB and KOB-TV in 
Albuquerque, N. M., will team up 
with Sen. Edwin C, Johnson (D., 
Colo.), chairman of the Senate Ii- 
terstate Commerce Committee, at 
a forum session Sept. 11 in Den- 
ver. 

The two will discuss broadcast 
legislation and regulation at the 
opening day session of the District 
14 meeting of the National Assn. 





ness are coming in from all sectors | Radio and TV Broadcasters. 


of the Chi video front. Without 
exception, the four tele stations 
here are busy inking new accounts 
for the final quarter at a record- 
breaking pace. 

Honors for the past week on the 
autumn derby apparently go to the 
WNBQ selling crew. where sales 
manager John McePartlin boasts 
that as of the first week in Sep- 
tember all of the Class A 20-second 
station breaks ‘at $300 per) will be 
so'd out. 

The NBC station also has sold all 
but two of the 20 weekly five-min- 
ute local news inserts in the morn- 
ing “Today” spread. Fox Deluxe 


Beer just ordered a sti ‘p of five of 
the news quickies gabbed by Len 
O'Connor. The Tue-day segment 
of Clifton Utleyv’s 10:15 p. mM. news 
roundup has been peddled to John- 
son Wax \rmour hes teken over 
the Mondav, Tuecday and Wednes- 
day portions of Clint Youle’s 


weathe r sirip, thus giving the cta- 
tion's “Five Star Final” 10-11 hy 
nightly block SRO status again, 
Half of John Ott's 30-minute 
Sunday “How Does Your Garden 
Grow?” has been sold to Westhau- 
ser Nurseries, yaad ve 





'70 Acts Set for 15-Hour 
Philly Palsy Telethon 


Philadelphia, Aug. 26. 
Dennis Jaines, Warren Hull, Jane 


cast of more than 70 variety acts 
when WFIL-TV presents a 15-hour 
“Celebrity Parade” for the benefit 


of the United Cerebral Palsy Ass'n, 
Saturday evening, Sept. 6. 

The charity telethon will run 
| from 10 p.m. Saturday evening un- 
til 1 p.m. Sunday, and is being 





produced by WFIL-TV in conjunc- | 


| tion with the Cerebral Palsy Assns. 
f Pennsylvania and Southern New 
ersey. 

A similar telethon staged by 


WFIL-TV in 1951 setted the Cere- | 


bral Palsy group more than $85,000. 
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| Mpls. Gabber Scores Beat 
Via Home Shortwave Tape 
On King Haakon Birthday 


Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 

George Grim, WCCO newscaster 
and commentator, was enabled to 
|come up with a fine beat on his 
| 10:15 p.m. Standard Oil commen- 
tary as the result of possession of 
a home shortwave set with tape- 
recording attachment. 


He had it on during the celebra- 
tion of King Haakon’s birthday in 
Norway and, stopping it shortly 
before air time, found that in his 
possession was the perfect answer 
to link Minnesotans, many of them 
of Scandinavian birth or ancestry, 
with the Norwegian festivities. A 
BBC radio newsreel broadcast, 
heard earlier, had been preserved 
on the tape. It gave a running ac- 
count of the Oslo events in English. 


Heading to the studio armed with 
the tape, Grim hastily made slight 
revisions in his previously-prepared 
script, and out over the airways, as 
a surprise package, went the graph- 
ic narration of the big affair. As it 
reached the ether audience’s radios 
the festivities. could just as well 
have taken place in the Twin 
Cities. 

Good luck held out further, to 
put the perfect conclusion to a 
meeting of a group gathered in the 
Minneapolis Norwegian Lutheran 
church to hear a talk by the Nor- 
wegian Consul General. Grim had 
telephoned the latter earlier in the 
day that he’d have something to 
say about King Haakon on his news- 
cast. The Consul General took a 
portable radio along to the church 
meeting and the audience remained 
after their program to hear Grim. 
Unexpectedly they found them- 
selves a real part of events half a 
world away. 

To keep it in the WCCO family, 
the station’s announcer, Rolf Heris- 
gaard, was the church's program 
director for that evening. 


Jon Arthur to Head Cincy 
Juve Show Package Firm 


Cincinnati, Aug. 26. 

Bob Sampson has been replaced 
as president of Arthur-Sampson 
Enterprises, Inc., producer of the 
| ABC juve shows, “Big Jon and 
| Sparkie” and “No School Today,” 
| by Jon Arthur. Change was voted 
by stockholders, who elected Mar- 
garet Mau _ vice-president and 
| Daniel U. Puckett, an accountant, 
| secretary-treasurer, 




















Radio Premieres 


(Aug. 27-Sept. 6) 


Following is a list of shows, 


either new or returning after a 


summer hiatus, which preem on the four major radio networks 


during the next 10 days: 


Aug. 27 


Big Story. Drama. NBC, 9:30 


to 10 p.m. Pall Mall, via SSC&B. 


Aug. 28 


Roy Rogers. Western. 
Benton & Bowles. 
Father Knows Best. 


NBC, 8 to 8:30 p.m. 


Situation comedy. 


General Foods, via 


NBC, 8:30 to 9 p.m. 


General Foods, via Benton & Bowles. 


Your Hit Parade. 
via BBD&O. 


Music. 


NBC, 8 to 8:30 p.m. 


Lucky Strike, 


Sept. 1 


Time for Betty Crocker. 


Women’s. 


ABC, Monday-through-Fri- 


day from 8:40-8:45 a.m.; 2:30-2:35 p.m.; 4:25-4:30 p.m. ‘three times 


daily). 
Bob Hawk Show. 
William Esty. 


Quiz. 


Edwin C. Hill. News. ABC, 10:30 to 10:35 p.m., Monday through 


Friday. Philco, via Hutchins. 


yeneral Mills, through Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample. ~ 
CBS, 10 to 10:30 p.m. 


Camels, via 


Sept. 3 


Vaughn Monroe. Music. NBC 


via Biows sue. 


, 8 to 8:30 p.m. 
What’s My Line. Panel. CBS, 9:30 to 10 p.m. Philip Morris, 
fi. 2 it . F’ . 


Camels, via Esty. 


ert 
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Engelbach to Produce 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 





show for 
imonth. Talent lineup 
Ronald Reagan, 
i Dinah Shore, Gordon 
| Danny Thomas and the Meredith 
: Willson orch, 


Engelbach returns to N. Y. to- 
morrow (Wed.) to prep Tallulah 


| Bankhead’s “All Star” TV debut. 


| She may do seven or eight more in 


|the Saturday series. In addition to 


| producing Miss Bankhead’s tele- 


jeasts, Engelbach will supervise 
|other NBC vidshows in the new 
capacity as exec producer. 


‘Howdy’ Radio Show Sold 
To 2 Canadian Sponsors 
In Unusual Co-op Deal 


Unusual deal has been engi- 
neered by the NBC co-op depart- 
ment, which sold its “Howdy 
Doody” radio show to two spon- 
sors for the Canadian market. 

Ogilvie Flour has bought the 
first half-hour of “Howdy” (8:30- 
9 a.m., Saturdays) for the complete 
Dominion network of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. It involves 31 
stations, plus two supplemental 
stations. Deal is for a firm 28 
weeks, starting Sept. 27 and run- 
ning though April 4. Agency is 
Harold F. Stanfield, Ltd., of Mon- 
treal. 

Kraft Foods, Ltd., of Canada, 
bought a 15-minute segment of 
“Howdy” for the 31 CBC stations 
and for the same 28-week period 
as Ogilvie. Pact was signed 
through J. Walter Thompson’s 
Montreal branch. 

Sales were inked by NBC co- 
op director Ludwig W. Simmel. 
After getting the sponsor, NBC 





carry the show. NBC gets the 
talent fee and CBC takes the time 
charges. 





Bicycling Disk Jockey 
Airs Daily in Conn., Mass. 


Hartford, Aug. 26. 

One of the busiest lads in New 
England radio is Bob E. Lloyd, who 
is daily bicycling his air act on 
two radio stations, in two differ- 
ent states. Lad, a member of the 
WTHT staff here, is doubling at 
WSPR in Sxringfield, Mass., about 
26 miles away. 

Mikeman has his own show on 
both stations. He leaves Hartford 
each ayem at about 4:30 to make a 
6 o'clock live show for two hours 
at the Springfield airer. He re- 
turns to WTHT studios to tape- 
record an hour a.m. and an hour 
p.m. show. Lad mixes gab with 
platters. 

His Springfield and early Hart- 
| ford show are in the informal vein. 
His nightly Hartford show is a jazz 
| pitch. He took the Springfield 
| post with permission of his supe- 
lriors at WTHT. All his shows 
| are Monday through Friday, across 


‘the board. 


| 
| 


125G Suit for Re-Use Of 
| Show Filed by Scrivters 


Hollywood. Aug. 26. 
Radio writers Frank Taussig and 
|R. T. Smith have filed a $125,000 
|damage suit in Superior Court 
against Walter White, Shirley 
Thomas, Commodore Productions 
and the Mutual network. charging 
|146 Clyde Beatty scripts they 
| wrote were re-used on the Canadi- 
| an Broadcasting net and on Mutual 

without added payment to them. 
They seek $50,000 for re-use pay- 
ment, and also ask $50,000 charg- 
,ing defendants offered a television 
_version written by an “inferior 
| writer” although a _ promotional 
brochure used their names. Taussig 
|also claims $25,000 for unauthor- 
jized use of his title, “God of the 
White Nile.” They seek an injunc- 
| ion in addition to damages to stop 

| further re-use, Shes ve” 








4-Net Com. Chest Show 


Dee Engelbach, producer-direc-|of mixed assi 
tor who recently folded NBC’s “Big | in the witra-hi 
Show,” is here to tape an hour| week, the FCC h 
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mits which have thus 
issued since lifting of 


stations. Among the 
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A non- 
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far been 
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all but nine have been for UHF 


areas in 


which both VHF and UHF chan- 
nels have been allocated, UHF per. 
mits have been issued for Denver, 


Baton 
and Chat- 


In all these cities except Denver, 
the first local TV service will come 
from UHF stations, while VHF ap- 
plicants battle it out in hearing, 
In Denver, where both VHF and 
UHF. permits have been granted, 
hearings will be held on applica- 
tions for the two remaining VHF 


In addition to issuance of per- 


last week 
at hearings 
their bids 
n for the 
ons are for 


had to get the okay of CBC to} VHF stations in Savannah, Knox- 


Of the approximately 770 TV 


the April 


14 thaw, the Commision has desig- 


the neces- 


sity of hearings on 113 applica- 
Another 40 applications (in- 


ommercial) 


have been granted permits. 
Thus, the agency has acted on 
153 applications or one-fifth of its 


it began 


processing operations July 1. 
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roster of co-op shows, in both radio 
and tele, aS a means of giving its 
affiliates national shows for sale to | 
jocal sponsors, Web is pulling up} 
closer to Mutual and ABC, both 
of which have,a big sked of co-op | 
stanzas to feed their outlets. 

For the first time the skein will 
offer a grid co-op, “Football Game | 
of the Week,” to be aired on the 
radio web Saturday afternoons 
from Sept. 20 through Dec. 6. An- 
other new AM co-op will be a 
series of “Election Previews,” 
Thursdays at 10:35-11 p.m., Oct. 2 
through Oct. 30. These will be 
along the lines of the “Conven- 
tion Previews” which NBC offered 
as a co-op vehicle this spring. Lat- 
ter was sold on 67 stations for local 
and regional sponsors. 

Ludwig W. Simmel, the web’s 
co-op director (who was brought 
over last year from the counter-| 
part post at ABC), is negotiating | 
with an oater star for two co-op 
series, one on AM and one on TV. 
Talks are also on for an hour-long 
tele show, — 

Co-op biz, which started from a_| 
relatively small level last year, is| 
now up 130%. First eight months | 
of 1952 are almost 100% ahead of | 
the same period of ’51, Simmel) 
said. 

Tele co-ops include: “Who Said | 
That?,” Mondays at 10:30 p.m.,| 
which Pure Oil has on a national | 
spot basis in 18 markets with 12 
other sponsors in other areas; 
“Rootie Kazootie,” Saturdays at 
5:30 p.m., and “American Forum 
of the Air,” Sundays, 10:30 p.m. 

Current AM _ co-ops. include 
“World News Roundup,” Monday- 
Saturday 8 a.m. and Sunday 9 a.m.; 
Merrill Mueller’s news strip at 
1:30 p.m.; Bill Stern’s sportscast | 
cross-board at 6:15 p.m.; H. v.! 
Kaltenborn and Richard Harkness | 
in markets not taken by Pure Oil, | 
cross-board at 7 p.m.; Morgan | 
Beatty's news (the repeat only, and | 
in eastern, central and mountain 
zones only), Monday-Friday 11:15 
p.m; “Dangerous Assignment,” 
Monday, 10:35-11 p.m., and 
“Howdy Doody,’ Saturdays, 8:30- 
9:30 a.m. 

International Shee is using the 
9-9:15 am. segment of. “Howdy” 
On 120 stations, with the other ar- 
filiates taking it on a co-op basis. 
The 9:15 a.m. segment is still avail- 
able for a national sponsor. 

Setup is that the first half-hour 
of the kid show is reserved for co- 
op accounts. The second half- 
hour is available for network deals, 
with the backer permitted a com- 
pletely flexible lineup of stations. 
Affiliates which aren’t bought by a 
national bankroller can spot their | 
local commercials in the show. 

Simmel’s co-op department | 
Operates under program v.p. 
Charles (Bud) Barry. | 

| 


Budget,’ ‘Ages’ Into 
(BS-TV Sat. Nite 


CBS-TV tied down the loose ends 
of its Saturday night fall program | 
lineup this week by scheduling | 
Balance Your Budget” at 10) 


clock and “Battle of the Ages” 
at 10:30. 














Sealy Mattress had previously 
ap to sponsor “Budget” when 
Fg had the show slotted for Tues- | 
mg nights at 10:30, but pulled out 

ct the web failed to clear a suf- | 
rag number of stations. Now | 

at the show is scheduled for Sat- | 
urdays, CBS hopes that Sealy will 

Uy in again. 
eae rutan will sponsor “Battle” 
_ rt week, instead of alternate 
Bats a8 previously _ indicated. 

ankroller has allocated a bigger | 

niget for the show than originally | 
Pp @nned, so that CBS has set Morey | 
sired as emcee. “Battle” was 
web last season on the DuMont 


a9 ft , ! 


AFRA, TVA M 


NBC Co-op Show Roster Expanding: 
Biz Up 130% From Last Year's Level 


NBC is rapidly expanding its+ 








Young Back to WJZ 


John S. Young, quondam NBC 
gabber, returns to WJZ, New York | 
key of ABC, with a cross-the-board | 
commentary at 7 p.m., starting | 
Monday (2). 

He was ‘Ambassador to Haiti, 
naval attache in Russia and far 
east correspondent. 


Dunhill Show Set 
For NBC-TY Sat.; 
Family’ to Shift 


In a last-minute change of plans, 
NBC-TV has sold its Saturday night 
7:30 to 8 period to Dunhill cigarets, 
which will bankroll a new Robert 
Cummings vidpix series. Deal 
means that “One Man’s Family,” 
which has held down that slot for 
the last several seasons, either will 
not. return to the air or else will 
go Sunday afternoons. 

With the Cummings show, which 
is being produced by Don Sharpe 
for Official Films, not yet com- 
pleted, Dunhill will launch the 
time period Oct. 4 with “My Little 
Margie.” Latter show will run for 
five weeks, with Cummings starting 
the following Saturday night. 
“Margie” has been airing on CBS- 
TV this summer as replacement for 
“I Love Lucy” for Philip Morris, 
which is Dunhill’s parent company. 
Biow agency handles both accounts. 

NBC had. considerable sponsor 
juggling on “Family” .prior to re- 
moving it from the Saturday night 
period. Last season it was spon- 
sored alternate weeks by Miles 
Labs and Sweetheart Soap. When 
the soap firm checked off for this 
season, NBC sold the rotating spot 
to Procter & Gamble for its Ivory 
soap. At that point; Miles also de- 
cided to bow off the show. In order 
to open up the time for Dunhill, 
NBC asked and received an okay 
from P&G to cancel its contract for 
the time. 


NBC Tops Other Webs In 
Audience Pull on GOP 
Meet, Nielsen Reveals 


NBC’s radio and TV networks 
coverage of the Republican politi- 
cal convention drew a larger audi- 
ence than any competing web, ac- 
cording to results of a special Niel- 
sen study just released. According 
to the Nielsen figures, NBC-TV’s 











coverage was seen in more homes 
than all other nets combined, while 
the NBC radio coverage 


that of CBS, its nearest competi- | signified its desire to merge, “but | 


tor, by 300,000 homes. 





BRANCH UNIT 
SEEN DOOMEL 


By BERT BRILLER 


Wedding of Television Author- 
ity and the American Federation 
of Radio Artists is seen emerging 
out of the special convention which 
AFRA held in New York last 
weekend. The five-branch merger 
blueprint drawn up by the labor 
relations profs of Cornell U. and 
UCLA appears doomed, as a re- 
sult of ‘the. latest moves on the 
tele talent jurisdiction chessboard. 

AFRA convention passed a reso- 
lution, with one abstention marring 
unanimity, that in the absence of 
agreement by the other branches 








in the Associated Actors & Artistes | 


of America, the radio union wants 
to blend with TVA under the 
American Federation of Television 
& Radio Artists constitution which 
both guilds have approved. Reso- 
lution declared that the bipartite 
wedding would take place, if the 
TVA convention in N. Y. Sept. 26- 
28 concurs, “regardless of the 4A’s 


international board failure to take | 


action.” AFRA has pressed for 
4A’s okay of the AFRA constitu- 
tion, but the motion has been re- 
peatedly tabled. 


AM performers empowered) 


AFRA's national board to “take 
all steps necessary to bring about 
merger so that radio and television 
performers can face their common 
employers as members of a single, 
united, democratic uni6n.” This 
means that the networks are likely 
to have to negotiate with one 
union on their radio and TV con- 
tracts, which expire on Oct. 31 and 
Nov. 30, respectively. 
Equity Stance 

AFRA's stress on welding with 
TVA, the resolution said, was in 
part based on a communication re- 
ceived from Actors Equity and 
Chorus Equity last Friday (22). 
The AE-CE letter followed Equity 
council meetings which stretched 
over two days last week and which 
asked for talks to hammer out cer- 
tain points in the professors’ blue- 
print, 

.In AFRA’s view, the Equity 
stance is equivalent to “refusal to 
accept the terms” of the profs’ 
plan and “prevents possibility of 
five-branch merger” before talks 
with the webs start. AFRA national 
exec secretary A. Frank Reel told 
VARIETY that the professors’ plan 
embodied machinery for accepting 
it, via submitting it to the member- 
ships for approval “as is.’’ On the 
other hand, Equity claims the blue- 
print can be modified before ac- 
ceptance. Equity’s refusal to be 
bound by a constitutional conven- 
tion which could iron out differ- 
ences is “rejection of the ma- 
chinery and rejection of the plan,” 
Reel said, and Equity is “talking 
merger while not merging.” 


Convention noted that Ameri- 


without specifying the terms and 





ERGER LOOMING 


Health, Welfare Fund AFRA ‘Must’ 
Demand in Upcoming Web Talks 


+ As a “must” demand in its up- 
coming negotiations with the ra- 


TV ‘Closeup’ 657, Sold | dio networks, AFRA will seek a 

















| é : ; health and welfare fund. The radio 
| “New York Closeup,” the Jinx} ynion also is asking for a 15% hike 
| Falkenburg tele series which moves | in network sustaining and commer- 
| to the 2-2:30 p.m. strip on WNBT, | cia} fees for actors and announcers, 
| N.¥., Sept. 8, is 65% sold. Plans/sithough not for singers. Increase 
}are to expand into the 1:30-2:30 of base pay of staff announcers to 
hour as more sponsors are added. | $1509 a week will also be demanded. 

Radio edition of “Closeup” on The AFRA pitch for a health 
WNBC, N.Y., is SRO as of last! ang welfare fund will, of course, 
week. be subject to negotiation. At its 

convention in New York last week- 

eyye end, AFRA decided to press for a 

WCBS-] V Billings welfare fund which would be sup- 
ported solely by contributions from 

the employers. Its reasoning is 

© that such a plan, as opposed te 

(f LNG Il ? Wks those in which contributions are 

@ | made by both employees and man- 
agement, is better because the 
amount of contributions is known 
Set New Record in advance, while in a voluntary 
S setup the size of the fund is not 

| known. 

WCBS-TV, the CBS video web’s; AFRA also argues that an em- 
N. Y. flagship, has set a new rec-| ployer-supported fund will be more 
‘ord for billings, booking over | desirabl2, because “those who need 
$500,000 worth of business in the it most are least able to contribute 
two weeks ended Aug. 15. Sta-| to a voluntary fund.” 
tion’s last previous record was The convention also voted «te 
$400,000 in a similar period last | seek substantial changes in the va- 
spring. |rious network and_ transcription 

According to sales chief George|code payment clauses. It also 
Dunham, the $500,000 represents|turned down a network bid for 
actual value of the contracts placed | relaxation of its “delayed broad- 
during the two-week period, mean- cast repeat fee.” 
ing that if a sponsor signed on for; Under AFRA rules, if a broad- 
onlv nine or ten weeks, that’s all| cast is recorded for later use in 
that was included in the grand|some time zones, a recorded re- 
total. About 90% of the total rep-| peat fee must be paid. The net- 
resents new biz, he said. He added | works argued against this setup 
that only one of the new accounts | since the program isn’t being heard 
bought in on the station’s 45% | twice in any one area. The webs 
discount plan for spot plugs, under | point out that sponsors like the 
which any advertiser pacting for| idea of taping shows so they can 
12 or more spots weekly is en- 
titled to that discount. 

Station since the Aug. 15 date 
has been adding to its billings. 

During the last two weeks, it pact- 
ed Dunhill cigarets for two par- 


the Ernie Kovacs show; Brooklyn 
Paint & Varnish for Kovacs and 
also the Margaret Arlen show, and 
Savarin Coffee for the “Late 
Show.”. In addition, Procter & 
Gamble bought into Jim McKay's 
“Rain or Shine” show on Tuesday 
nights. 


Coast Talent Guilds 
Hear Plans for Merger 
Of Seven Branches 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Members of Coast talent guilds 
heard plans for a new _ seven- 
branch merger at a special meet- 
ing at Las Palmas Theatre. Setup, 
explained via use of large chart 
on stage, is work of Christopher 
D. O’Brien, former assistant ex- 
ecutive secretary in charge of 
Coast office of Equity, who pre- 








topped |can Guild of Variety Artists has | sided over the meeting. 


Blueprint covers five separate 
| steps, beginning with settlement 


Nielsen showed NBC's TV cov- | conditions.” In view of the Equity | of tke Screen Actors Guild-Tele- 


erage of the evening GOP sessions | 
played to 2,327,000 homes, for a} 
rating of 15.2, while the total for 
CBS, ABC and DuMont was 2,200,- 
000. During the daytime, NBC-TV 
reached 1,353,000 homes, compared | 
with the total of the other three 
webs, figured at 1,210,000. Based 
on these statistics, NBC reached 
76% more homes than its closest 





competitor during the daytime ses- 
sions, and 71% more homes dur- | 


ling the evening sessions. 


In radio, Nielsen’s preliminary | 
tabulation showed _ that NBC | 
reached 1,766,000 homes, compared | 
with 1,466,000 for CBS. 


Lois Winston Quits Biow 


Lois’ Winston resigned this week | 
as publicity chief of the Biow agen- | 
cy to join the Rogers & | 





| flackery as an account exec han- 


counts. 

Biow has not replaced her, and} 
it’s reported the agency may aban-| 
don its own publicity setup in favor | 
of farming out the work to indie) 


dling the outfit’s radio and TV ac: | 
| 


press agents. a ee 


and AGVA communiques, AFRA 
instructed its national board to ap- 
point a committee “to study any 


(Continued on page 37) 








AFRA Meet Quirk 

AFRA's special N. Y. con- 
vention last weekend was one 
which was not supposed to be 
held. Union had expected that 
the merger with TVA would 
have been in effect by July 
and an AFRA confab would be 
convened instead. 

Constitutional quirk showed 
up, in that only the convention 
can set the site of the next 
get-together. In 1951, Seattle 
had been selected as the °52 
site. Thus, in order to meet in 
Gotham a special convention 
had to be called, and the Seat- 
tle parley was annulled by the 
special convention. To pre- 
vent a similar situation in the 
future, constitution was amend- 
ed to give the national board 
power to determine convention 
sites by a 3/4 vote. 


vision Authority dispute over tele- 
vision jurisdiction. It also in- 
cludes» American Federation of 
Radio Artists-TVA merger into 
AFRA, hinges on retention of 4A’s, 
“because if the parent body goes 
under, chaos we have seen will be 
nothing compared te chaos which 
will come.” 

Plan involves no amendments to 
constitution of 4A’s or members. 
Seven branches involved would be 
new AFRA, Equity, Chorus Equity, 
American Guild of Musical Artists, 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
SAG and Screen Extras Guild. 


| Dorothy Doan Exits TV 
| 


Dorothy Doan, one of the few 
|femme newscasters in TV, is re- 








ticipations a day cross-the-board in| 


|be heard at the same hour in each 
|of the four time zones. 

| AFRA, however, decided to hold 
|firm for the recorded repeat fees 
| since use of live repeats is dying 
| out. 


Miles’ $1,000,000 
For TV Spot Use 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 

Miles Laboratories, which 
checked off “One Man’s Family” on 
NBC-TV, has decided to put the 
budget into spot video for the time 
being. Drug firm reportedly has 
$1,000,000 earmarked for the spot 
splurge. NBC is making a pitch 
for the biz for its owned-&-operat- 
ed stations. 

This is the first time in several 
seasons that Miles is without a 
stake in network TV. However, a 
spokesman for the Geoffrey Wade 
agency said it’s likely the company 
will be back on web video in the 
not too distant future. 

Although the Miles farflung radio 
spread, which embraces strip shops 
on NBC, CBS and Mutual, is con- 
stantly under scrutiny, no major 
changes are currently in the works, 
it’s stated. 


WINE CORP. AXES ‘WILD’ 
FOR NEW DU MONT QUIZ 


In attempt to bolster ratings on 
its Tuesday night at 9 slot on the 
DuMont web, Wine Corp. of 
America has axed “Charlie Wild, 
Detective,” in favor of a new panel 
quiz show, “Where Was I?” Quiz- 
|zer preems next Tuesday night (2), 
| replacing “Guess What,” which has 
| occupied the period this summer 
ifor the  bankroller. 
| New panel show will have Dan 
| Seymour, formerly emcée of NBC- 
TV’s “We, the People,” as emcee, 
land a panel comprising Peter 





| 








ltiring temporarily. She's resigning | Donald, Nancy Guild and David 
lfrom CBS-TV Friday (29), having| Ross, plus a different guest celeb 
negotiated a release from her con-|each week. Format will have 
itract, which still has two years to| photos of contestants, taken in va- 
run. Miss Doan currently teams|rious locations, projected on a 
with Charles Collingwood for a 10/| screen visible to viewers only. If 
to 10:15 a.m. news strip on CBS. | the panelists fail to guess the lo- 

A onetime feature writer with | cation, a certain amount of coin 
| International News Service, she was_ will be sent to the Damon Runyon 
bstar of CBS-TV's “Vanity #air.!, | Cancer Fund. stb ets owe 
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BEULAH 

With Hattie McDaniel, Ernest 
Whitman, Hugh Studebaker, 
Mary Jane Croft, Rtby Dan- 
dridge, Henry Blair, Marvin Mil- 
ler, announcer; Gordon Kibbee 


30 RADIO REVIEWS 
JACK SMITH-DINAH SHORE 

SHOW 
With Frank de Vol orch 
Producer-director: Al Kaye 
15 ; Mon.-thru-Fri., 7:15 p.m. 

ER & GAMBLE 

CBS, from Holl 


(Benton & Bowles) 

Returning for another fall sea- 
son* after a summer vacation, the 
Jack Smith-Dinah Shore show 
again adds up to one of the best 
song sessions on the kilocycles. 
This is a light, breezy stanza car- 
ried by the expert vocalizing of 
the Smith-Shore team and spiced 
with some pleasant chatter which 
never gets in the way of the music. 
Even the plugs for the soap com- 
pany are neatly packaged for point 
and brevity. 

On the fall preem (25), the show 
opened with a snappy workover of 
“I Feel a Song Coming On” by 
Smith, who also handled the Latin 
tune, “Rica Pulpa.” Miss Shore 


was in her usual top form on “I’m) 


Yours” and “All of Me,” also duet- 
ting with Smith on “Am I In Love.” 
Show packs a lot of musie into this 
quarter-hour segment, with Frank 
de Vol’s orch backing up with 
smartly executed arrangements. 
smartly executed arrangements. 
Producer-director Al Kaye kept 
session at a sparkling pace. 
Herm. 


HALL OF FANTASY 

(Castle of Loveca) 

With Carl Greyson, Jerry Kauf- 
heer, Richard Thorne 

Producer-director-writer: Thorne 

30 Mins.; Fri., 9:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

MUTUAL, from Chicago 

This series of supernatura_ tales, 
originating via WGN, Chicago, has 
been airing on Mutual’s midwest- 
ern regional net for the last two- 
and-a-half years, extending to the 
east for the first time last Friday 
night (23). It’s a_ well-scripted, 
well-enacted show that should 
draw plenty of listener attention 
from among the fantasy story 
aficionados, and being a _ shade 
above most such shows, should 
rate a sponsor. 

Series is scripted by Dick 
Thorne, WGN staff announcer, and 
on the initial production for the 
eastern net, his writing impressed 
as the best part of the show. In 
a yarn about a young American 
couple coming across an ancient 
castle while touring central Europe 
prior to War II, Thorne displayed 
a fine narrative ability and a flair 
for punching up his situations and 
dialog with highly-colorful descrip- 
tive passages, utilized to bridge 
the action. Solid writing job should 
merit Thorne some _ attention 
among top network brass in-WN. Y. 

Story followed the usual pattern 
of supernaturalia, revolving about 
the feudal baron who “lived only 
to kill but feared death itself, 
so made a pact with the Devil not 
to die.” As usual in such shows, 
the sound effects man had a field 
day, along with the organist—in 
this instance, Harold Turner. Cast 
handled roles well. 

Show .is currently airing as a 
sustainer, with Mutual filling in the 
usual commercial holes with public 
service pitches. Stal: 


MOOD INDIGO 
With Fred May 
85 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 11:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WPTR, Albany 
Fred May, new WPTR announ- 
cer-deejay, gives this late-evening 
program of recorded music and 
—— a_ strongly romantic tint. 
erse and commentary run to that 
shade. May, in philosophical rev- 
erie, addresses an unindentified 
“You” sweetheart. Women prob- 
ably find the approach most in- 
triguing. Men may not care for 
it as a steady diet, although the 
musical selections are well chosen 
and decidely listenable. Show 
reveals evidence of careful prep- 
— and May reads the poetry 
well, 


Presumably, program will be 
moved to an eerlier, better hour 
after the baseball and race-casting 
season ends. An easing on the 
romantic pitch and a reduction in 
time blocks might be advisable. 

Jaco. 


TEX FURGUSON & DRIF 

PIONEERS — 
30 Mins.; Fri., 4:30 p.m. 
LATHAM CIRCLE MARKET 
WOKO, Albany 

Tex Furguson and his Drifting 
Pioneers, who present a week-day 
morning sustaining program, do a 
half-hour sponsored show Friday 
afternoon and appear on a Satur- 
day morning variety hour spon- 
sored by a suburban super market. 
They are a fair western turn, offer- 
ing the type of entertainment for 
which there is an established mar- 
ket. A tightening of production 


and technical setup would raise | 


their air level. 

Matinee block, on which Furgu- 
son doubled as message spieler, 
had several correctable imperfec- 

ons. Jaco. 


orch - 

Producer-director: Tom McKnight 
Writers: Sol Saks, Herb Finn, 
Arthur Julian, Howard Leean 

15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 7 p.m. 
PROCTER & GAMBLE 
CBS, from Hollywood 
(Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample) 
Hattie McDaniel, who's been es- 
saying the title role in the “Beu- 
lah” series since 1947, has taken 


ithis show into the ranks of radio 
|standards. It’s reached a strong 
|point where it can count on a fair- 
ly steady following on the family 
| time. The story line hasn't 
|changed appreciably, the situations, 
|even if exaggerated, are believable, 
land above all, the taint of racial 
caricature has almost left this show 
completely. 

Were -it not for the fact that a 
|heavy Negro accent differentiates 
ithe white and Negro characters, 
the lines spieled by Miss McDaniel 
could easily be said by an ofay 
character. There should be little 
complaint on that score if the 
writers follow that pattern. 


The enactments ate played in 
a high vein to accent laughs. Miss 
McDaniel can get a laugh on vocal 
inflection alone. The other roles 
essayed by Ernest Whitman, Hugh 
Studebaker, Mary Jane _ Croft, 
Ruby Dandridge and Henry Blair 
give the show roundness and shad- 
ing. According to the story line, 
the Henderson household hasn't 
changed much through -the years. 

Tom McKnight’s direction pro- 
vides a fast pace for the proceed- 
ings. He’s working this series 
strictly for laughs as he has been 
for the several seasons he has pro- 
duced the show. 

The P&G commercials fore and 
aft are well written and espgenees- 

ose. 








WILLIAM EWING 
15 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m. 
KGMB, Honolulu 

Hawaii’s best-known wartime 
commentator-newscaster, William 
Ewing has resumed via a Sunday 
night 15-minute program on 
KGMB. His new series is aired 
under Star-Bulletin auspices as a 
public service program. A full- 
time newspaperman, he’s managing 
editor of that daily. 

Ewing expresses clear-cut 
thoughts and common-sense news 
interpretation. He speaks in calm, 
easy style, with a subtle Mississippi 
drawl adding flavor to his delivery. 

It’s a formula he developed for 
Hawaii- wide audiences several 
years ago, but it was done then.on 
a five-nights-a-week basis. 

In returning to the air, Ewing 
presumably had his choice of any 
of the Star-Bulletin’s radio time, 
but decided that a late (for Hawaii) 
Sunday bracket would be most ef- 
fective for his type of program. 

It’s an effective program that can 
be adapted easily to TV next year, 
if the newspaper and Ewing wish 
to debut in that medium. Walt. 


SEVEN O’CLOCK SPECIAL 
With Eric Barker, Alistair McHarg, 

Jack Fraser, Teenagers 
30 Mins.; Mon., 7 p.m. 

Sustaining 
BBC, from Glasgow 

Teenagers, young thrushes al- 
ready familiar on British radio, 
open this stanza, with fresh, clear 
voices. Impressionist Jack Fraser 
has neat takeoffs of James Mason, 
Charles Boyer, and British comics 
Robb Wilton and Bill Kerr. Bari- 
tone Alistair McHarg shows a 
strong pair of pipes in a couple of 
numbers. 

Show is closed by British come- 
dian Eric Barker, working Scot- 
angled patter for Auld Lang Syne 
listeners. English-style funster 
masters Scot dialect well. Stanza is 
briskly emceed by R. E. (Rex) 
Kingsley, w.k. Scot football scribe. 

Gord, 


LOWELL THOMAS 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:45 p.m. 
PROCTER & GAMBLE 
CBS, from New York 
. (Compton) 

Lowell Thomas launched his 23d 
consecutive newscasting year Mon- 
day (25) with a neatly paced quar- 
ter-hour session that was marked 
with the distinctive Thomas touch. 
He knows his news values and how 
to report the stories so that they 
pow across with sock listener ap- 
peal. 


too melodramatic in his reportorial 
delivery, but he doesn’t fall into 


| program. For the most part he 
keeps it vivid, sharp and at all 
times interesting. The Procter & 
Gamble plugs are too long “ss ''us 
15-minuter. ‘Gros. 











eure amg SHOW 
Peoduetedecediar! Rodger Wolfe 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri.,. 4:15 p.m. 


pa 
wen 

As one of a string of new shows 
being set by WCBS statioh manager 
Carl Ward in an attempt to lure 
more business to his operation, the 
Emily Kimbrough program im- 
presses as only fair. Strictly a gab- 
fest between the author and an- 


|nouncer Harry Marble, the show 





| 





| 


will probably play okay to the 
basically housewife audience tun- 
ing in at 4:15 p.m., but it has little 
of the warm humor and wit which 
mark Miss Kimbrough’s writings, 
such as her teami with Cornelia 
Otis Skinner in “Our Hearts Were 
Young and Gay.” 

On the show caught (25), Miss 
Kimbrough and Marble used the 
birthdate of William Night, a Lara- 
mie, Wyo., newspaper publisher, to 
strike off on a lengthy nostalgic 
ramble through his writings, old- 
time legiters such as “Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin,” etc. Duo seemed to be en- 
joying themselves in talking over 
old times, but any responsive chord 
struck with their listeners was a 
minor one, at most. And 15 min- 
utes was a long time to devote to 
such uninteresting topics. Show, 
incidentally, expands to 25 minutes 
Sept. 8. Stal. 


WE THE BLIND 
With Bob Allman, Joe Klunk; 
guest 
Producer: Allman 
15 Mins.; Sun., 9:15 p.m, 
WPEN, Philadelphia 
Designed to show the public how 
those who cannot see work and 
play, “We the Blind” aims at giv- 
ing the public a better understand- 
ing of those so afflicted and their 
problems. Bob Allman, blind 
Philadelphia attorney, and Joe 
Klunk, managing director of the 


|Assn. of the Blind, do a weekly 


transcribed interview session. Ac- 
tually it is more of a panel discus- 
sion, with Allman and Klunk as fix- 
tures and the guest, some sightless 
member of the community, repre- 
senting widely varying occupations 
—mechanics, musicians, entertain- 
ers and lawyers. Guest generally 
talks on the effects of blindness on 
his craft or profession. 


Typical session was that with Ed 
Marcu, also an attorney. The “rio 
talked on the public’s acceptance 
of blind men’s skills, the disci- 
plining involved in the employment 
of time, and lack of books in 
Braille, particularly in the legal 
field. A difference of opinion de- 
veloped between Marcu, on one 
hand, with Klunk and Allman op- 
posed. Marcu felt that special 
drawbacks were his inability to see 
facial expressions of the jury and 
the hardships entailed in choosing 
jurors. He also declared that with- 
out great assistance from the fam- 
ily, he would not recommend the 
choice of law. 

Klunk felt that it depended en- 
tirely upon the individual’s re- 
sources and cited several promi- 
nent blind counsel, including an 
attorney general. Blind listeners 
with occupational problems are 
asked to write in for fuller discus- 
sion on the air. Program’s effect 
on sightless listeners is probably of 
incalculable value, due to effect of 
hearing those similarly afflicted 
and how they overcome and cir- 
cumvent their dark difficulties. 

Gagh, 





COMMUNITY THEATRE 
With Ann Hubert, Bob Kay, Rose- 
mary Reddens, Burt Blackwell, 

Jan Dooley, Bill DeWitt; Liv- 

ingston Gilbert, narrator 
Producer-writer: Bob Elverman 
Technical director: Bob Roth 
30 Mins., Fri. (22); 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WAVE, Louisville 

This was a tight dramatization 
of the problems of a young couple, 
residents of Louisville, who traced 
their careers from the time they 
met at a dance, through World 
War II, their marriage, and begin- 
ning of their life together as par- 
ents. Point of the story was neatly 
stressed, focusing attention on the 
iMminent breakup of the couple 
due to economic difficulties, and 
how they were helped to establish 
their life partnership and a better 
understanding of life’s problems 
through the Family Service Organ- 
ization, a Red Feather agency of 
the Community Chest. 

Title of the piece was “Two 
Hearts,” and cast was made up of 
the WAVE stock company, well- 
routined and experienced radio 
actors. “Two Hearts” was written 
and produced by Bob Elverman, 


Occasionally Thomas gets a bit | publicist for the Community Chest, 


and a former radio writer and pro- 
cucer. Backgrounds and sound ef- 


that groove too often to mar the | fects were recorded. 

This public service feature has 
been recipient of many favorable 
comments, and similar shows are 
in the .making for future airings. 

Wied. 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


William Travis, WQXR account exec, has written a presentation f 
the indie in a pitch for political time, buyers... .Due to his jeceaione 
expansion, C. E. Hooper has doubled his office space in Gotham rr 


WLIB beamed an “open house” stanza from its Harlem studios fo, 
opening of the American Legion convention... Derothy L. Titche for 
women’s coordinator for WENE, Endicott, N. Y., named AM-TV a 
man of the National Federation of Business & Professiona) Wiens 
Clubs....Arno Huth begins his 15-week course in International Come 
munications at the New School for Social Research Oct. 1 and his 4 
inar on International Broadcasting Sept. 29... . Francis van Hartesvelat 
takes over writer-director chores, vice Tom Hargis, on the “Roy Ro : 
Show” when it returns to NBC tomorrow (Thurs.).... Actor Jack Lloyd, 
visiting from Hollywood, appearing on NBC’s “Best Plays” anq “Me 
Secret Story” this week. my 

“Lev” Richards and Bob Thomas will handle stroke-by-stroke of th 
National Tennis Championships over WQXR Sept. 6-7.. 
Helen Slater (he’s the Ruthrauff & Ryan veepee) will pinchhit for 
Dorothy (Kilgallen) and Dick Kollmar for two weeks beginning Sept, 
15 while the WOR breakfast gabbers vacation. ...WLIB is airing — 
minute profiles of Harlem businessmen as a regular feature of Nipsey 
meng gua ... Donald Buka set for three shots on “Aunt Jenny” 
this week. 


Jim Moran and Ivan Black, who did a tryout gab stint from the Blue 
Ribbon, N. Y., signed by the eatery for 26 weeks over WVNJ Sam 
Dann appointed writer-director of the Joel Herron tuners on WMGM 

..Don Kerr resigns as program director of WPAT, Paterson, to be- 
come veepee of the Bert Clark realty office....Arturo Toscanini 
winged to Italy Saturday (23) to do two concerts at La Scala next 
month....WWRL supported the week-long charity jamboree in Har. 
lem last week and had its “Miss WWRL” entered in the beauty contest 

.. Four psychiatrists will participate in a four-part series on “Keeping 
Love in Marriage” on Martha Deane’s WOR stanza next week.... 
WLIB has inaugurated a new “Sabbath Eve” airer on Fridays at 5:15 
p.m.....WMGM’s Eileen O’Connell, Kal Ross and Sam Taub guesting 
at the National A.A.U. swimming championships in Newark this week 

.. Jean Gillespie, who recently joined the cast of CBS’s “The Guiding 
Light” on both TV and radio, will also be heard on “Gangbusters” Sat- 
urday (30)....Gusti Huber, actress wife of Joe Besch, WINS assistant 
general manager, signed for the lead opposite Maurice Evans in “Dial 
‘M’ For Murder,” slated for a late October opening on Broadway. 


Lou LaTour, Negro newspaperwoman, has launched ‘Homemakers 
Club” on WWRL. in the 9 a.m. strip....Bert Lee, Jr. (Bertram Lebhar, 
3d), former WMGM sportscaster now in the Marines, won the American 
Spirit medal at Parris Island, S. C.. Newscaster John Edwards subs 
this week for vacationing Martin Agronsky on ABC. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Bob Young resolved his problem of touring in a stage play in the 
midst of his broadcast season (‘Father Knows Best”) by flying his radio 
cast to wherever he is for a series of tapes. He'll travel 40 weeks in 
“The Country Girl’....Biow’s Jack Runyon fathered a girl last week 
Ma is Ruth Martin, NBC singer and recording artist.... Verna Felton 
will be a regular on Parke Levy’s “December Bride.” He's using al- 
most the entire cast for the TV pilot....Ev Meade and Nat Wolff, of 
the Young & Rubicam hierachy, taking their respite not too far from 
the teletype. 


Judy Canova will ride tandem in the fall for NBC....Bon Johns set 
up a Bevhills office for her Sponsor Coordinating Agency Oldsmo- 
bile took another hitch in Peggy Lee’s pact... CBS wants Colgate to 
give Louella Parsons 10 minutes so that with Bes Treut it fills out a 
newsy quarter-hour from all fronts... Buddy Twiss, former NBC an- 
nouncer, who toured every state in a trailer and then wrote a book 
about it, will tell about it in a new series on KNX. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


Stella Karn, Mary Margaret McBride’s manager, flew here for her 
brother’s funeral and visited The Examiner, where she started her 
career as a girl reporter....Betty Wing, Jr., selected to replace Jane 
Todd, KCBS commentator... .Crocker Bank will bankroll the new Ziv 
Tyrone Power series on KGO....KNBC hired Ming-Tsu Liang, Stan- 
ford student, to augment its engineering staff on replacement basis... 
Decca hosted the disk jockeys to a cocktail party for the Andrews 
Sisters at the Mark Hopkins Hotel. 


George Arnold, former KSMO manager, back from two years’ duty 
in Japan with the armed services....Les Malloy added a daytime radio 
strip on KGO, featuring Phil Bovero and Tommy Harris on vocals...- 
Patricia Foster, a Stanford miss, joined the KCBS program department 


IN CHICAGO... 


Morris B. Sachs’ “Amateur Hour” notched its 18th anniversary Sun- 
day (24) on WENR... Singer Skip Farrell has moved on to Hollywood 
....Wilbur Cummings has been upped to assistant engineering chie 
at ABC’s Central Division....WGN farm director Norman Kraeft has 
added an early afternoon closing market report to the stations farm 
service schedule. ...Carroll Marts, Mutual midwest topper, vacationing 
in the Canadian North Woods. Ditto Mutual salesman Bill Thompson 
roughing it in Northern Michigan... ..Robert Reardon and Frank Rice 
new account execs at Harrington, Righter & Parsons station rep yo 
....WMAQ’s 10-game college football schedule starts Sept. 27, wit 
Tom Duggan calling the plays. Miles Labs bankrolls....ABC gabber 
Paul Harvey handed the American Legion’s first annual radio award. 

NBC’s 0.&0. veep Jim Gaines in town huddling with Chi web exec 
Keeley Beer bowing off WGN’s “Chicago Train” hosted by Charles" 
Hughes. Show stays on sustaining... .Mort Hall, chief WBBM scrip 
taking a brief hiatus....Femme announcer €lare Walsh inked pheee 
agement pact with Jack Russell & Associates....Chi NBC & 
Hugh Downs back on staff after a leave to ride the freelance circuit. nse 
Charles Gates has been named western sales manager for WGN. 


IN PITTSBURGH .. . 


Ray Scott has resigned as assistant head of the radio-TV department 
at Ketchum MacLeod & Grove agency to freelance as 4 ern 
With Dave Murray, he’s now doing “The World Tonight” args? 
news show, for Fort Pitt Beer on WDTV every week night at the 
Announcer Bob Lloyd and singer Bob Carter have been added ea 
faculty of the TV Workshop that Faye Parker is opening down have 
next month....Mitzie Steiner, a regular on “Studio Control,” W! . 
her own kiddie show on Channel 3 every Sunday afternoon me 
weeks... .Bill Brant and Pat Hanst have set the date—Sept. for 8 
Lloyd Chapman has left KDKA sales staff to do sales promotion 
local paper outfit. 

ular on the 


Nancy Reed, local singer, pianist and composer, now 4 reel " 
daily half-hour Bill Sibert show on DuMont's N.Y. flagship ue 
WABD. ...Week-long Television and Radio Exposition at Syt!4 Sept. 
will kick off with a dinner at Webster Hall on Monday a ode game 
.... Jee Tucker went to Des Moines to broadcast the one aan ° 
betweem the Pittsburgh Steelers and. the New York Giants ove 
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Tele F ollow-Up Comment 


ive. a a ebb DDD DDDDADDDDDDAADADAL RCT eee 


d Sullivan came back to his;“I Understand” and “Isn't This a 
‘cteost of the Town” Sunday (24)| Night For Love” and Miss O’Con- 
on CBS-TV in time for the Ameri-_| nell put over “All of Me” and “Be | 





can Legion convention. He grabbed | Mine.’ 
mself, a couple of prizewinness! pportes cicio hi Dit x "q 
| that gathering. The vet org’s | th Eberie’s | Style AS appeal, al 
~ arey w ts aye ana chai eoeres HMougn mes not as videagenic aS 
che h a amd the former, if cut! ~ younger performers. Miss 
bye sno, ahs the SUL TROE, c Sona 34 7 : . . 
a n to the time limits besi suited h ee snowed up as a strong 
ng urs not only because of her 


for tele,’ would be a sensational | 
opening act. In exhibiting the fresh, winsome looks. She’s a bet 
Jackson (Mich.) Zouaves, it looked | fo, her own tele show 

like Gae Foster took over the Le-| J. Dorsey orch gave the layout 
gron oe ; nice backing and did some listen- 

The boys exhibited some trick able instrumentals, although not 
formations, and excellent precision | lensed to good advantage due to 
drilling. But for tele requirements, | mediocre camerawork. For change 
some judicious editing would have | of pace, the George Shearing Quin- 
been in order. There were several | tet offered some quiet, cool jazz ar- 
points at which the exhib could rangements. Shearing unit has a 
have ended. The chorus gave one) progressive sound, with precise 
rendition which was aided by some | musicianship. Most of its tunes 
trick camera work, which reserved} were unfamiliar, except for the 
a corner of the screen to individual | World War I ‘Roses of Picardy,” 
faces while the major portion was | and the group would have done bet- 
devoted to the entire formation. | ter to have selected some of its | 
Both these turns took up the major} stronger items such as “September 
portion of the first half of the|;in the Rain.” “I'll Remember 
show, which cut into the space al-| April,” etc., which are of broader 
lotted other portions. | appeal. 

Al Bernie, doubling from the Dorsey thrush Eleanor Russell 
Copacabana, had to go on immedi-| did well by the “Warm Hearted 
ately after the Legionnaires be-|Woman” blues number. Bud and 
cause of the proximity to the cafe’s| Cece Robinson, young hoofers, 
showtime. His comedy went over! scored with their comic-slanted 
neatly, even though his contribu- | turns. 
tion would have had more value|. Emcee-comic Jerry Lester had 
toward the latter part of the show. | inadequate material and injected 

The talent topper on this show| himself into Miss O'Connell's act 
was Patti Page, one of the top| ina distracting manner. His ad libs 
singers around. Miss Page, how-| seemed without point and some of 
a oe oe the kidding, about the director's 
ever, failed to make the maximum o eae ened d MCA 
owt of this appearance. In presen-| ©U®S: prompter s Cards an dein 


tation of two romantic ballads, she | —" : pe a ss 
maintained a too even mood that 2a 6 Bee © —_ 
failed to make for exciting listen- 
ing. “You Belong to Me™ and “I| a eae 
Went to Your Wedding’ may be Celeste Holm, subbed last Wed- 
likely best-selling candidates, but | nesday (20) for vacationing Arthur 
when presented together can be|Godfrey on CBS-TV’s “Arthur 
wearing. | Godfrey's Friends” in a stanza that | 
William Bendix, who came up| was below par. Overall, the edi-| 
from the audience, had a monolog|tion had lack of warmth and spon- | 
ready. Boyhood reminiscences | taneity; it seemed stiff, formal and 
made for some amusing chatter! trying-too-hard for most of the | 
and gave an indication that hej|hour span. | 
could do some stage comeding. Miss Holm’s assay of the fem- | 
Unus, who does some amazing one-| cee role was marred by her studied 
finger stands, did a strong novelty,| approach particularly when con- 
and Nicoli Rossi-Lemani, Italian|trasted with Godfrey’s easy-going, 
basso, handicapped himself with) relaxed handling. Performance- | 
his choice of “The Flea” in Rus-! wise, she did better,- Her “Where | 
sian. It’s a tune that has to be ex- 


chirping but also because of her 


| ee 


Or When” wasn’t _ effective; the | 
plained eect Song audience | aig ee 9 oe — Nog i 
is to get the full value. Produc-|the tune of its real impact. But) 
tion on this number was okay, but | her final item, “No Business Like 
singer was cut off just as he com-|Show Business” was__ brilliantly 
pleted the tune. Jose. |done. Three vignettes of the} 
———. |whacky femmes who haunt Broad | 

way actresses registered potently. | 
deavor wi rock ph This number was more suited to her 
pong he "_— youRs 29. the payott, | comedic talents and her polished 
ew Parker is an old reliable. Few | dition socked over a clever | 
comics in the business can punch | sides at wantetial Her “Cockeyee| 
ine lines with the zest he SIVES | Optimist” went over strongly, too. | 
em, this despite the cold-blood- | “Getting to Know You,” used | 
so With which he sometime: | oth’ as intro and finale, was nice- | 


works. He made a pretty fair “All| 
Star §S ao” , ly done by Miss Holm and the en- | 
ce hee ae show on| Some of the gagging—- 


NBC-TV ’ tire cast. ; 
C-TV last Saturday (23) a lot | which had a tape of Godfrey's com- 


better for his presence as he . ; 
b i f . ~| ments about the troupe, with their | 
ounced in and out of the proceed- | actions proving the opposite of | 


ings with skits and patter. some of | . : : 
them via a running gag of chasing od I seeing as cute, but ah 


a rich matron. : 

The whole hour was consider-| Marian Marlowe put across her | 
ably plussed by Grace Hartman, S0los, but the duet with Frank 
and Marty May in a laugh-laden| Parker_was cold. Jeanette Davis- 
situation sketch, which indicated | Julius LaRosa duo also lacked the | 
their future appearance as a team | Punch that they put into their sin- | 
if individual commitments don't | 8!€S: LaRosa, incidentally, is a) 
conflict. It’s too bad Miss Hart-|Youns singer with a natural man- 


man, at leas g ; |ner and sincere delivery whic 
spot. Coane tae oie ~ torn showed to excellent advantage in | 
viously been billed. but with Park-|“Embraceable You.” The Mariners 
er on tap instead, it’s possible Miss | foursome was solid on ‘Ferryboat | 
Hartman’s stint was reduced. |Serenade.” A former “Talent | 
Rest of ] ; “ 
clair & Spaulding had a couple of rch, Harry Cykes, did some 
terping spots, one of them in the | "eat fiddling on mgnnerwne. | 
comedy trough with good vintage | ril. 
trimmings. Two niches went to eae 2 
the Bell Sisters, first in their) With Mike and Buff (Cobb) Wa!l- 
trademarked .“Bermuda” and later! lace off on a short vacation, Paul 
in a clicko hopped-up version of | Tripp and his wife, Ruth, are filling 
‘Blue Danube” with a new lyric.|in for them on their cross-the- 
Slim Gaillard, multiple instru-| board daytime show via CBS-TV, 
mentalist and singer, filliped mid-| and doing a good job of it. Tripp 
Wav with his eccentric piano (etc.)| is a TV personality via his “er. 31 
Workouts, backed by drum _ and|Magination,” which he created and | 
ass. Hanneford bareback riding| starred in for several seasons on) 
family sacked over their w.k.|CBS. Whether he and his frau) 
equestrian comedy. It was sure- | have the makings of another goo 
fire against. a succession of me-|husband-wife team for video re- 
dium shots; and those fast vaults|mains to be seen, but Mike and 
'o the horse and eventual falltoffs,+Buff won't lose any viewers while | 
plus those tandems, were a little they're away. 
dazzling. | On the show caught (20), the) 
Parker's best entries were a/Tripps were having a field day in-| 
Medicine show skit with cooch|terviewing officers or members of | 
dancer and pickpocket interrup-|a number of little-known clubs | 
tions, and a takeoff on types of|from all parts of the country. | 
faters. Trau. |Among those interviewed were | 
Paul Keating, of the ——— 
NBC-TY’s “ » Di _|Magicians Society; a couple from an 
rade” and ee» ta) = organization which restricts mem- 
bringing together the Jimmy Dor- bership te people six feet or over; 
sev orch and singers Bob Eberle | representatives of the Mystery 
and Helen O’Connell (each of | WTiters club, ete. Tripps hand rx 
Whom is new doing a solo act) for | their interview chores with consi 
Several tunes the combo socked erable gusto, tossing leading = 
across the decade ago. They reg-| tions to get their guests to spring 
istered ntly with such duos as | Wth entertaining info and ——— 
“Tangefine” and “Green Eyes,” |#lly generating a nice feeling © 


While Eberle soloed effectively, gn | 


When it comes to conscientious | 
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KUKLA, FRAN AND OLLIE 
With Burr Tillstrom, Fran Allison; 

Jack Fascinato, musical director; 

Hugh Downs, announcer 
Producer: Beulah Zachary 
Director: Lewis Gomavitz 
30 Mins.; Sun., 3 p.m. CDT 
RCA-VICTOR 
NBC-TV, frem Chicago 

‘ Thompson) 

ihe summer TV doldrums came to 
an end Sunday .24) with the return 
et those redoubtabie video veter- 
ans, Messers. Kukla and Oliver J. 
Dragon. Now holding forth in their 
new Sunday afternoon half-hour 
spot, after five years with a cross- 
the-board display, the two ambas- 
sadors from Kuklapolitania raised 
the curtain on their sixth season 
with the bounce, verve and delicate 
humor that have made them na- 
tional figures. 





Also present, of course, was 
Fran Allison, the Kuklapolitans’ 
real-life colleague, whose natural 
warmth and charm is an integral 
element of the show. And drop- 


|ping his behind-the-scenes role for 


the midpoint commercial this time 
was Burr Tillstrom, the mentor of 
the menage, under whose tutelage 
the troupe has set the hallmarks 
of TV decorum that has garnered 
countless friends and nary an ene- 
my—surely something of a video 
record. Due to report in on subse- 
quent performances are Beulah 
Witch, Cecil Bill, Fletcher Rabbit 
and other members of the happy 


But for the preem for RCA-Vic- | 
tor bankrolling on alternate weeks, 
the namesake trio only was on 
deck. Ollie was pretty much in| 
charge. He was his gusty best as 
he took command of the opening, 
dubbing the program the “Oliver 
J. Dragon Show” and working the 


|affair with the mannerisms of the 


typical teevee emcee. It was to be 
a smash kickoff, and smash it he 
did with much tooth-waving and} 
hypoed' enthusiasm. It was a} 
chuckle-provoking takeoff of those 
video ventures that attempt to 
make up in noise what they lack | 
in substance. The satire was broad 
but not unkind. 

The mercurial dragon finally 
calmed down with the appearance 
of Kukla and Miss Allison. They 
took a dim view of his showman- 
Ship antics and finally convinced 
him that he was proposing too 
drastic a change in the Tegular for- | 
mat. He pouted a bit and even 
threatened to take his knapsack 
and hit the road. But everything 
ended on a’ happy note as the 
threesome closed up shop for the 


|day singing “Our Love Is Here to 


Stay.” 


HOLLYWOOD SCREEN TEST 
With Neil Hamilton; Vanessz 

Brown, Allen Nourse, Burt 

French, guests; Martha Wayne, 

Ted Campbell, announcers 
Preducer: Lester Lewis - 
Director: Frederick Carr 
Writer: Alten Alexander 
30 Mins.; Mon., 7:30 p.m. 
IRONRITE 
ABC-TV, from New York 

(Brooke, Smith, French 
& Dorrance ) 

“Hollywood Screen Test,” which 
has an attractive format gimmick, 
returned for the fall season with a 
sock story Monday (25). Yarn was 
a switch on the “silver cord” 
theme, with a daughter being tied 
to her widower father. Latter was 
a candidate for governor and the 
daughter was his “right-hand man.” 
Girl fell in love with a political 
reporter and the father decided to 
kill two birds with one stone. He 
leaked a story to the journalist 
which got him in bad with the girl, 
cost him his job and also got the 
would-be governor rid of a run- 
ning-mate he didn’t want. 

Tale had psychological interest 
via the father-daughter relation- 


| ship, with the writer-politico angle 
adding some current events appeal. | 


Acting, however, didn't give it all 
the impact it might have had. As 
the girl, Vanessa Brown was gen- 
erally good, but stiff in some spots 
Two thespers being ‘screen-test- 
ed,”’ Allen Nourse as the father 


and Burt French as the reporter, | 


were fair, French fitting into his 


| role a little more comfortably than 
Nourse. Neil Hamilton makes an} 


effective emcee. 
Demonstration for Ironrite, 
handled by “wardrobe mistress 


Martha Wayne, was a convincing | 


sales pitch, showing how the auto- 
matic gadget can iron a man’s shirt 
Bril. 


MEET YOUR MATCH 

With Jan Murray, others 
Producer-director: Herb Moss 
Writers: Sidney Reznick, Den 

Prindle 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 7:30 p.m. 
PROCTER & GAMBLE 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

“(Benton & Bowles) 

With “Those Two,” the Pinky 
Lee-Martha Stewart starrer, taking 
a two-week hiatus to give its stars 
a chance to vacation, Benton & 
Bowles is filling in with a video 


version of “Meet Your Match,” | 


quiz show aired Tuesday nights on 


| NBC radio this summer. Since Jan 
Murray turns in a top-drawer job | 
las emcee, the show accomplishes 
lits fill-in chores acceptably, but is 


too closely akin to numerous other 
TV quizzers to rate much chance 
ata regular season slotting on 


| video. 


Not that there wasn’t a touch of 
ribbing themselves in Ollie’s high- 
flown impresario highjinks. His | 
carboning of an emcee warming up 
the audience, complete with ap- 
plause cues. was a kidding refer- 
ence to the fact that the show now 
works betore an applauding studio 
audience for the first time. 


Also Jack Fascinato’s musical 
department, which formerly con- 
sisted of his nimble piano, has been 
expanded to a 12-piece orchestra. 
The new additions may prove su- | 
perfluous or even a handicap if they 
lessen the essential close-knit in- 
timacy of the little family. And, 
toc, there was a “rehearsed” air 
about this initial show which 
slowed down the _ freewheeling | 
spontaneity which has always been | 
the mark of the group's individu- | 
ality. 

Nevertheless, it was a fine new- 
season launching put together by 
Tillstrom, Miss Allison, producer 
Beulah Zachary and director Lewis. 
Gomavitz. They look certain to 
old their old fans and gain new 
ones in their new weekend berth, 
especially if they go slow on this 
new trend toward “production.” 

Dave. . 





OPERATION INFORMATION 
With Bob O'Toole, guests 
Producer-writer: Irwin Rosten 
Director: Arnee Nocks 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 

DuMont, from N. Y. 

Eight p.m. Thursday may not be 
on the same competitive level in 
season with 8 p.m. Tuesday (Du- 
Mont’s Bishop Fulton Sheen vs 
NBC’s Milton Berle), but it’s cast 
in a similar mould. “Operation In- 
formation” is a bold venture in pub- 
lic service that’s pitted against such 
pop programs as Groucho Marx 
and “Hollywood Offbeat.” The Du- 
Mont net’s program chief, James 
L. Caddigan, who originated “Op-| 
eration,” is in there pitehing for | 
an audience with an eye on somne-| 
thing loftier than one of the best 
quizzes in the biz and a routine | 
drama segment. 
. His brainchild, which preemed 
a few weeks ago, has tackled such | 
subjects as tuberculosis, seizures, 
and the Bill of Rights for Korean | 
war vets. The latter, incidentally. | 


(Continued on page 36) 


| 


Preem stanza Monday night (25) | 


served almost as a tour-de-force for 
Murray. By the time he finished 
his opening monolog and then shot 


| the breeze for several minutes with 
leach new contestant, there was 


little time left for the quizzing. 


| Murray thus saved prize money for 
| his sponsor, but didn’t give either 
| contestants or home audience much 


of an opportunity to guess answers 
to his questions. In so doing, how- 


| ever, he evidenced again that he’s 


another of the nitery-vaude genre 
of comics who can hold their own 
on TV, given the right kind of 
show. 

Format is a simple one. First 
guest chooses as a competitor one 
of a group of persons picked at 
random from the studio audience. 
Guest stays in as long as he an- 


'swers the question correctly, but 


as soon as he misses, the competi- 
tor gets a chance to select another 
contestant to match wits with from 
among those remaining on the 
panel. Questions seemed easy but 
Murray tossed so few of them, 
there was no way of telling 
Filmed plugs for Procter & 
Gamble products were about par 
for the course. Stal. 


WILLIAM WINTER AND THE, 


NEWS : 
Directors: Walt Laidlaw, Jim Eak- 
ins 


“415 Min.: Sun.-Mon.-Tues.-Thurs., 


10 p.m. 
KPIX, San Francisco _ 
(Selby, Pickering) 
William Winter Goes the oldest 
continually sponsored TV _ show 


hereabouts. He's an astute opera- , 


tor, more than most locals realized 
until they had a chance to compare 
him with network newsmen during 
the Chicago convention. 

His entry to TV was backed by 
years of radio newscasting and 
overseas reporting. His best sell- 
ing point is his ability to absorb 
hot news copy, and whip it back to 
his TV audience without referring 
to notes. Winter is quiet and slow- 


\talking, but effective and intense- 


ly personal. 
He leads off with headline topics, 
backgrounds it with informative 


| research, and follows through with 


pictures, films, maps, diagrams and 
blackboard demonstrations. 

He also does “Press Club Pre- 
sents” and airs six radiocasts a 
iweek on KGO. ' Dwit. 





PERRY COMO SHOW 

With Fontane Sisters, Mitchell 
Ayres orch 

Producer: Lee Cooley 

Director: Ib Melchior 


CHESTERFIELD 
CBS-TV, from N.Y. 
(Cunningham & Walsh) 

Perry Como returned to CBS-TV 
jafter a short summer hiatus Mon- 
;day (25), for the third successive 
}season, and evidenced that his 
quarter-hour musical stanza will 
again be one of the more listenable 
on video. It’s a pleasant little show, 
backed by some neat-looking sets, 
but the emphasis is all on the star's 
vocalistics and personality and he 
registers solid!y all the way 





As in previous seasons, Como 
can probably best be compared 
with Dinah Shore as having the 
most pleasant personality among 
the TV singers. He's relaxed, com- 
pletely at ease ard evidently hav- 
ing as sood a time as his audience, 
and all this is »rojected for the 
show's benefit. Such little touches, 
as his introductixa of himself on 
the new season's preem (25) as 
“Eddy Arnold’s winter replace- 
ment” (Arnold subbed for him this 
summer), testified to the general 
feeiing of goodwill he generates. 
And, most importantly, he still 
socks across a tune With the best 
of them 

With the Fontane Sisters (3) giv- 
ing him solid backing, he opened 
Monday evening's edition with a 
fine rendition of “Maybe,” came 
back for a terrif solo job on “Some- 
where Along the Way” and wound 
with his latest RCA Victor record- 
|ing, “My Love and Devotion.” Each 
tune drew squeals from what sound- 
ed like a bobbysox studio audience, 
| but they must have been just as 
well appreciated by home viewers. 

Lee Cooley, who has been pro- 
ducing Como’'s show since its in- 
ception, backed the preem with 
{solid production mountings and 
idirector Ib Melchior’s camera 
supervision was tops. Work of 
Mitchell Ayres’ orch was also fine. 

Richard Stark was again on hand 
to pitch the Chesterfield commer- 
cials capably, with Como and the 
Fontanes joining in the “Sound 
Off” musical blurb. _ Stal. 


BARRY GRAY—NEWS 
Producer: Buddy Allen 
| Director: Barry Shear 
|15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 11 p.m. 
| SEALY, MICHAELS BROS. 
WABD, New York 

Barry Gray, WMCA (N.Y.) post- 
midnight gabber, returned to his 
ll p.m. tele post on WABD 
Monday (25) night after his sum- 
mer layoff. Gray, looking rested, 
|led off with a wrapup of the eve- 





|ning’s news, sports results and 
| weather that took him to the half- 
| way mark. That was followed by 
his editorial feature. Latter was a 
somewhat rambling opus from 
which two points emerged: (1) the 
élections may pivot on the voters’ 
| attitude toward. the vice-presiden- 
| tial aspirants; and (2) Gray favors 
outlawing the Communist Party. 
In the news department, Gray 
| reported that Eddie Cantor's wife 
|Ida might start a radio series of 
| her own, and quipped an appeal 
for her to stay out of his midnight- 
to-3 a.m. slot. He showed improve- 
|; ment in his news delivery from his 
|tele preem earlier this year, but 
|¢an use more polish and a tighter 
| acript. 
| In the gab field, which apparent- 
ly has the biggest draw for his 
| fans, Gray began by answering a 
_ viewer's request that he declare 
|his position on the Presidential 
|race. Gray took the occasion to 
spell out FCC regulations which 
bar commentators from espousing 
‘candidates for political office. He 
| added, however, that when a gab- 
| ber guests on another show he is 
free to express his opinion. He’l. 
stick to discussing the issues. 
Gray is eschewing the contro- 
, versy-spiced gabfests which are a 
big feature of his tete-a-tetes from 
Chandler's eatery via WMCA. Bril 
AL MORGAN SHOW 
With Marian Spilman, others 
Producer: Herb Seltz 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 6 p.m. 
WLW-T, from Cincinnati 
This is Cincy’s fastest quarter- 
hour musical telecast. Al Morgan, 
a native, is head man with the style 
of sentimental singing and piano 
playing that bounced him _ into 
popularity in 1950, notably through 
his recording of “Jealous Heart.” 
At that time he also originated a 
TV network series out of Chicago. 
Now under exclusive contract to 
Crosley Broadcasting Corp., Morgan 
is bolstered with excellent instru- 
mental support and vocals by 
Marian Spilman, who also is an 
leye-filling blonde. 
Supporting combo includes Keith 
(Doc) Wildeson. trumpet; Tiny Biss- 
|meyer, organ; Bobby Keyes, guitar 
|and banjo, and Roland Fansner, 
| bass fiddle. Miss Spilman is also 
rer with Morgan in Casts, . 
ou. 


Piva 


15 Mins.; Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 7:45 p.m. 
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Continued 


spot, wt with the Taft-Hartley 
Act anti-Communist oath. 

4. It was the Communist group, 
in control since 1943, which tried 
to provoke a strike of the radio 
writers in 1947, when virtually on 

the eve of signing a contract which 
brought the writers most of their 
demands. 
Get Control First 
5. Some Communist ideas have 
been put into radio scripts but, at 
this time, the Communist plan is 
rather to get control of all the 
broadcast unions and guilds rather 
than to inject party line material 
into scripts. 
6. The late Kathryn Seymour, 
one of the founders of the Radio 
Writers Guild, told that Lyon and 
his associate, Robert Newman, 
boasted to her they were Commies 
and that they intended to take over 
the Guild, which they did. 
The four named as Communists: 
Pe.er Lyon, Robert Newman, Mil- 
lard Lampell, William S. Gailmor, 
Joseph Barnes, former N. Y. 
Herald Tribune writer, and an un- 
. identified Harry Gold. 
In the “pro-Communist” category 
; 35 were named by the witnesses. 
; lyon, who said his real name is 
Robert C. Lyon, Jr., appeared be- 
fore the Senate Committee last 
Oct. 22, accompanied by his law- 
yer, Benedict Wolf, of New York. 
He said he had worked for Time, 
Inc., March of Time, OWI, Treas- 
ury Dept., and Coordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs as a script 
writer, and had been a freelance 
radio writer since the war. 

He said he joined the Radio 
Writers Guild in 1941 and in No- 
vember, 1943, was elected vice- 
president for the eastern region. 
Then he served a year as national 
president, again as eastern v.p., 
and that he was on the Guild 
council for the eastern region. He 
also served a two-year term as 
national secretary of the Authors 
League and was on the AL council. 

‘Areas Involved’ 

After a number of other prelimi- 
nary questions he was asked 
whether he knew Louis Budenz, 
and replied, ‘There are some ques- 
tions which you may be asking me 
which involve areas which because 
of the—unfortunately, to my mind 
—changed world situation will lead 
me to invoke the rights and priv- 
ileges extended to me by the Con- 
stitution, specifically under the 
First and Fifth Amendments; and 
this is one such question. My an- 
swer is that, because of the reasons 
I have just mentioned, I decline ta 
answer that question.” 

Lyon explained that to answer 
might “furnish evidence which 
might lead toward prosecution.” 
Thereafter, on many questions, 
Lyon pleaded the Fifth Amend- 
ment. 

Richard Arens, committee staff 
director, quizzed Lyon about a 
Communist May Day parade in 
1946, a telegram to the Attorney 
General on behalf of the 11 con- 
: victed national leaders of the Com- 

; munist Party, and other questions, 
: always getting the Fifth Amend- 
ment in reply. 

Asked whether he had _ ever 
*used the name Peter Ivy,” Lyon 
said ‘“no.”’’ Later Arens asked 
whether he had ever signed the 
name to any articles, and Lyon de- 
clined to answer under the Fifth 
Amendment. Other witnesses had 
testified that he used-that name in 
a series of “Daily Worker” articles. 

For quite a while, Lyon insisted 
on saving only that to answer some 
of the questions might lead to 
prosecution. Finally, under ques- 
tioning by Sen. Arthur V. Watkins. 
of Utah, Lyon admitted that to an- 
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swer “might tend to incriminate 
me.” 
Lyon would not answer about 


membership in the executive com- 
mittee of the radio division of the 
Independent Citizens Committee 
of Arts, Sciences and Professions. 
National Negro Congress, People’s 
Radio Foundation, the committee 
sponsoring reelection of Benjamin 
J. Davis to the New York City 
Council in 1945, Civil Rights Con- 


by the U. 
subversive 
Arens asked: “Do you have any 


S. Attorney General as 


sir.” was the reply. 
‘Colonization’ of Radio 
“Would it prompt your recollec- 
tion,” asked Arens, “to suggest that 
you were a spokesman tor the 
Communist commission directing 






















Claim Reds Run RWG 


gress and other organizations listed | 


recollection of making some 
speeches abouts colonization of | 
American radio in 1943°” “No, | 





from page 1 


the colonization of American radio 
in 1943?” The witness declined to 
answer. 

“Did you ever hear of the Radio 
Commission of the Communist 
Party?” “For reasons: previously 








stated, I must decline to answer.” 
Lyon said he knew’ Bob New-|} 
man in the Radio Writers Guild} 
|and was asked: “You have been to} 
|Communist Party headquarters} 
|with him, haven’t you?” Lyon 
claimed the Fifth Amendment. 


| “Have you ever attended any 
{Communist Party meetings?” Wit- 
iness declined that one, too. Lyon 
lsaid he kad heard of the Com- 
|munist Party, but wouldn’t say 
where or how. Arens_ asked: | 

“Were you a member of the 





|actment of the Smith Act in 1940?” | 
“I must decline to answer.” 
“Are you now, or have you ever | 
been, a member of the Communist | 
Party?” “I must decline to answer 
that question, too, Mr. Arens, on 
the grounds previously stated.” 
The witness said he had written 
scripts for all four national net- | 
works and promised to provide a) 
list of his scripts. 
Lampell appeared before the | 
Senate Committee on April 1, 1952, 


He filled in his impressive back- | 


ground of radio writing and said | 
he had also been a contract writer 
for Warner Bros. in Hollywood in 
1948, and had written an original 
story for Joan Crawford which was 
not produced. He said his book, 
|“The Hero,” was bought by Colum- 


bia Pictures and produced as 
“Saturday’s Hero.” He also wrote 
radio scripts for the United 
Nations. 


To one question he replied, “I 
am afraid I would have to ask you 
to break down that question some- 
what, because I am hesitant to go 
into any areas that may include a 
discussion of organizations that 
might tend to incriminate me.” 

To another question about 
whether he had written the song, 
“The Song of Free Man,”’ Lampell 
said “yes.” 

“Did you know,” asked, Arens; 
“that your song was the principal 
song at the Lenin Memorial Meet- 
ing, as reported in the Communist 
Daiw Worker, Dec. 27, 1942?” 
Lampell declined to answer on 
grounds of possible self-incrimina- 
tion. He also refused to say 
whether he knew John Stapp, one 
of the top U. S. Commies. Lampell 
said he had been a member of the 
Duncan Paris Post of the Ameri- 
can Legion in New York, whose 
charter was revoked by the Legion. 

Association 

“T put it to you as a fact and 
ask you to affirm or deny the fact,” 
said Arens, “that about 1940 you 
were a close associate of ihe then 
well-known Communist Party 
leader Ella Reeve Bloor.” Lampell 
declined to answer. 

Arens asked whether “you have 
frequently reported to the radio 
commission of the Communist 
Party, in connection with your ac- 
tivities as a Communist and Com- 
munist infiltration in the radio in- 
dustry?” Lampell declined to an- 
swer. | 

Quizzed about whether he under- 
stood the limit of his rights under | 








|tend to incriminate me.” A little | 
jlater, he got the $64 question— | 
|“Are you now and have you ever | 
been a member of the Communist | 
Party?” He declined to answer. 

“Have you ever broken with the 
Communist Party?” “I must ‘re- 
fuse to answer on the same 
grounds.” 

Lampell said he had once written 
an article for the New Republic | 
under the name, Mike Landon, | 
condemning Fascist organizations. 
“Have you ever written anything 
condemning Communist organiza- 
tions?” he was asked. He declined | 
to answer. 


were a Communist any place under | 
any circumstances?” “I refuse to an- 
|swer that on the grounds srevi-| 
ously stated.” Lampell admitted 
that he had discussed his appear- 
ance before the Senate sub-commit- 
_tee with several persons. 

| “Have you discussed it with any 
| Communists?” He declined to an- 
| swer. 

| “Have you ever discussed it with 
|any other Communists,-other than 
.your wife, Elizabeth Whipple Lam- 





i titled ‘Hollywood 10.’ 
|a show that was not broadeast, but 
'was written in defense of the Hol- 
|lywood 10?” 


pell?” “I refuse to answer on the 
grounds previously stated.” 

“I put it to you as a fact,” con- 
tinued Arens, “and ask you to af- 
firm or deny that in 1947 and 1948, 
you and your wife, Elizabeth Whip- 
ple Lampell, were members of the 
same writers’ branch of the Com- 
munist Party in Hollywood. You 
were on the executive board of 
that Communist Party branch out 
there in Hollywood, were you 
not?” 

Lampell declined to answer un- 
der the Fifth Amendment. 

Hollywood 10 

Edward Duffy of the committee 
staff took over the questioning and 
asked: “Did you co-author with 
Norman Corwin a radio show en- 
Specifically 


Lampell replied that “I have no 
recollection of ever having written 


Corwin that was not broadcast.” 

Vincent W. Hartnett, a radio 
Phillips H. Lord producing agency, 
led off the anti-Commy witnesses, 
appearing before the Senate com- 


mittee on April 27, 1951. He de-} problem to the satisfaction of a lot | 


scribed Lampell as “one of the 
most active and capable Commu- 
nists in the U. S.,” a “triple-threat 
man” of the Communist Party. 
Hartnett wrote the introduction to 
“Red Channels.” 


the floor of a meeting that they 
would be sued if they said they 
suspected anyone to be a Com- 
munist or Communist sympathizer. 
“We believed it and didn’t do it,” 
continued the witness. “All of our 
statements were checked for that 
reason by a prominent anti-Com- 
| munist lawyer, Arthur Farmer.” 
, When the guild was on the verge 
_of signing a contract with the net- 
| works in 1947, said’ Milton, the 
| *pro-Communists” sought to stir 
|up a strike. He said about 60 per- 
| sons were signers of the strike peti- 
tion which failed. 
He. told of the fight on CBS for 
its loyalty oath, which finally went 





through with the CBS employees | 


| Signing. He added that “the Au- 


| thors League Council is a little bit | 
long- | 


trapped currently by its 


| standing policy of never touching a | 


| political matter because it is clear 
ito many long-standing anti-Com- 
munists on that, Council—such as 


|Communist Party prior to the en- | any radio broadcast with Norman | Rex Stout, Arthur Schwartz and a 


‘number of others—that Commun- 
ism goes far beyond politics and is 


| writer-praducer, formerly with the |a matter of national security and 


‘national safety. Members of the 
{Council are trying to find ways 
ito get around it and solve the 


of people, including us.” 
Hollywood Unit 
Next witness was Ruth Adams 
Knight, a radio writer and one of 
| the founders oi the Radio Writers 


| 
| 
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Tele-Buying Boom on In 
Denver, With 75,000 Sets 
Seen Installed in Year 


Denver, 

People here are gettin 
scare thrown af them bh 
zealousness of the Bett 
Bureau in warning th 
watch out for “quick-buck” de 
and others especial] 


Aug. 26. 

& Over the 
y the over. 
er Business 


dealers 
Y during the 





early stages of TV selling here 
Close to 10,000 sets have been ster 
and installed in the 30 days sing 
KFEL-TV, sparked by, owner Gees 
O'Fallon, went on the air a oak 


after receiving 


a temporary 


le 

casting permit from the FCC _ 

Now that there are about 300 

| dealers set up, most of them op, . 
at night, and advertising heavi 

| the retail demand for sets is snow. 


| balling, and on the phasis of the 
| first 30-day sales, it’s expected that 
| at least 75,000 sets will be instalieq 
in the Denver area in a year 
| Many are waiting until two sta. 
| tions get on the air. KVOD expects 
| to be operating on tele by Sept, 29 
| with the transmitter located on 
| Lookout Mountain, alongside the 
| KFEL-TV transmitter. KFEL-Ty 
| will more than double its power 
next month when it jumps to 6.000. 
| watt, and it is thought the signals 
may even reach into Wyoming and 
| Kansas, aboyt 100 miles. KFEL-Ty 


Hartnett told the committee that | Guild. She said she was one of | expects to beat full power by Jan. 


primary Communist objective. The 
conclusion is inescapable that at 
one period the Communist-con- 
trolled group within each one of 
the subordinate Guilds did domi- 
nate and control the Guild itself. 

“From the period shortly after 
the popular front was inaugurated 
by the Communists in 1935 until 
about one year ago—that is to say, 
from about 1936 or 1937 to 1950— 
Actors Equity appeared to be dom- 
inated by the pro-Communist fac- 
tion. I am glad to say that during 
the last year, owing to the turn of 
international events, legislation 
aimed at egroups endeavoring to 
overthrow our Government 
force and violence, 
publicity revealing the Communist 
or Communist-front connections of 


some of the leaders of Actors Equi- | 


ty, the situation has considerably 
improved. However, it is still criti- 
cal.” 

The witness described William S. 


Gailmor as the “well-known Com- | 


munist radio commentator” and 
told how Lampell had sold his 
book, “The Hero,” to Cosmopolitan 
magazine. 


“Millard Lampell subsequently 


sold motion picture rights to the | 


novel to Columbia Pictures,” said 
the witness. “It was a Sidney Buch- 
man production for Columbia. 
Buchman has a notable Communist- 
front record.” 

Hartnett testified further that 
Lampell “is not only an important 
figure in Communist infiltration in 
moi‘. . pictures, radio and the pub- 
lishing world, but he is also a con- 
necting link—and a vital one—be- 
tween Communists or pro-Commu- 
nist operatives in all these fields.” 

Paul R. Milton, who followed 
Hartnett to the stand, identified 
himself as a fiction and non-fiction 
author, and now a radio writer. He 
said the issue was really joined in 
the Radio Writers Guild in July, 
1950, when Welbourn Kelley, then 
a member of the eastern region 


the Fifth Amendment, the witness | council, proposed a resolution in| w 
said, “I understand that my legal | Support of the U. S. Government | ¢h 
right is to refuse to answer only | in the Korean crisis. He said the | th 
such questions as I believe would | council majority tabled the resolu- | writers G 


tion as irrelevant to guild purposes. 
Thereupon Kelley, Daisy Amoury 
and Eric Barnouw resigned from 
the council. This group put up a 


| slate which was defeated at the 
‘next national guild election. 


Referring to the successfui slate, 
“IT have here at hand,” said Mil- 
ton, “all the material issued by this 


/combined group, their own words 


over their own names. They em- 
body, in our view, every standard 
Communist Party line gambit 
aimed at preventing the exposure 
of Communists; many of these per- 
sons have known records of pro- 
Communist action and association. 


“Have you ever denied that you |... Since then the national presi- | 


dency and the eastern region coun- 
cil have been exclusively in the 
hands of men and women who re- 
fused to oppose Communism, the 
mortal enemy of our country; who 
described Communism as simply 
another political organism when 
it is, in fact, a treasonable ap- 
paratus aimed at physical and mo- 
ral sabotage of all free society.” 
Threat of Suit 

Milton said that anti-Communist 

gSroup in the guild was warned on 


by | 
and due to! 


She said that among those who 
| greeted the eastern delegation at 
| the time were John Howard Law- 
| son, George A. Backus and Hector 
| Chevigny, adding: 

| “It is easy to realize now a thing 
|of which we were completely un- 
| conscious then, that it was the be- 
| ginning of a taking over by this 
group who have remained asso- 
bry and active in left-wing cir- 
| cles, and that those people on the 
‘Coast at that time were closely 
identified with these first steps of 
the organization of the Radio Writ- 


ers Guild.” Miss Knight said that | 


in 1942 she and her husband moved 
to Texas for a year or more. On 
their return to New York in 1943 
she met with Kathryn Seymour, 
one of the founders of the guild 
|and a former national president, 
who told her “we are faced with a 
| desperate situation.” Miss Knight 
| went to a Guild meeting and found, 
| She said, a mob spirit pervading. 

| “We afterward discovered,” she 
told the Senate committee, “they 
were not writers. Afterward we 


accompanied by Benedict Wolf, the | .ontrol of the unions under the | those who went to Hollywood in| 1, with 10,000 watts and a six-day 
attorney who had been with Lyon.! 44°. “has been an undoubtedly | 1939, to get a unit started there. | transmitter, producing 60,000 watts 


| of power. 
| KDEN, owned by Empire Coil, 
New Rochelle, N. Y., is rushing 


| plans to be on the air by Thanks- 
giving. 





| Eaton Into Six-Station 
Class With WJMO Buy OK 


Washington, Aug. 26. 
Richard Eaton, who started in 
the broadcasting business not so 


| many years ago with a daytimer in 


suburban Silver Spring, Md., be- 
came owner last week of his sixth 
radio station when the FCC ap- 
proved his purchase, for $100,000 
plus, of WJMO in Cleveland. 
Formerly a newspaper publisher 
in France, Eaton recently acquired 
a fulltime AM< station in the Capi- 
tal. through purchase of WINX, 
whose call letters he changed to 
WOOK, his former Silver Spring 
daytimer. With this acquisition, he 
moved the old WOOK facilities to 
Rockville, Md., where he uses the 





| discovered that many people who 
| were not in any sense legitimate | 
| writers, even radio writers, and | 
people who had perhaps written | 
one or two scripts had _ been) 
brought in and that this was the | 
first step in the invasion of the left 
wing into the Radio Writers Guild. | 

“They were brought in, as we | 
afterward discovered, by Peter | 
Lyon, and they were most of them 
followers of Lyon. They were 
brought in rather obviously in or- 
der to permit the thing. which 


eventually was made _ possible, 
which was his election.” 
Miss Knight said she subse- 


quently talked the thing over with 
Miss Seymour. “She said,” con- 
tinued the witness, “‘I don’t know 
how to tell you this, and it is an 
appalling thing, but Pete Lyon and 
| Bob Newman, who are Com- 
|munists, have come into the Guild 
and they are going to take it over’.” 
In reply to questions by Senator 
atkins, Miss Knight said: “I think 
at the operation up to now of 
e Communists in the Radio 
uild has been to get a 
stranglehold on the guild rather 
| than to put information or propa- 
ganda of their own into the pro-| 
grams. I think that has been sec- 
ondary. 

“There is a marked effort in 
_everything that they do to give an 
{aura of respectability and nobility 
to the Communist movement. You 
_ would find. I am sure, if you ex- 
| amined the work of these people 
/& constant derision of the capital- 
istic System and a constant de- 
|rision of the average citizen, and 
jthere is no such thing in their 
| scripts as decent banker and a de- 
|cent lawyer. The thing is subtle.” 
Welbourn E. Kelley, who testi- 
| fied in June, 1951, described him- 
| self as a radio contract writer and 
said he had been in radio for 15 
years. He was asked by Arens if 
the Television Writers was also a 
unit of the Authors Guild. 

“That is also a unit,” he replied, 
“although not yet an independent 
unit. One of the reasons that it is 
not an independent guild has been 
the fear of the league that it will 
become Communist-dominated.” 
He said that in 1947, he was in- 














'We had a terrific wrangle 


WINX call. 

Eaton also has a fulltime station 
in Hagerstown, Md., and daytimers 
in Baltimore and Richmond, Va. 





vited to be eastern vice president 
of the guild. *He was elected with- 
out opposition. At that time, he 
said negotiations were under way 
with the networks for a guild shop 
and there was no Ta(ft-Hartley 
law. 

“All of our strike talk, all of our 
union activity talk, was if you 
haven’t got a guild shop you 
haven't got anything,” said Kelley. 
“We got the contract. 

“Then came the Taft-Hartley, 
with the non-Communist affidavits 
as a part of compliance and cere 
tification. The pro-Communist ele- 
ment in the guild, which is vocal 
and very articulate, and very I 
telligent, immediately decided that 


a guild shop wasn’t worth a ~~ 


anyway; it would not certify, , 
would strike the agencies er 
sponsors to get what it wante 


without compliance and certifying 
under the Taft-Hartley law. That 
semed to me in direct opposition 
to everything we had fought Rr 
a 

it.” Kelley said there was 4 on 
struggle and when the Federa 
mediators threatened to walk out, 
those in favor of the strike lost. | 

Kelley said that efforts for any 
anti-Communist action were al- 
ways tabled and ruled out 0! order 
and added: 

“There have been any 
of motions at council and at. “a 
bership meetings which bitter’ 
denounced the American i. 
certain press organs of the Cat (a 
lie Church, such as The Tablet * 
Brooklyn, because of their fish's 
against Communism. There ha : 
been any number of “or 
brought up in council _™ ne 
seem to be pro-Communis' 


number 
at mem- 





aig. vet 
witch- 


incinnati — Herb F! 
radio and TV salesman, h 
from Crosley’s 
WKRC-TV. Newcomer 
is Martin E. Calle, Jr., 
the sales staff of WHAS 
ville, 


as § 


formerly 07 
-T Vv, Louis- 
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: BACK THIS WEEK 


Your Lucky Strike Hit Parade! 


ON RADIO FEREDAY 
; GUY LOMBARDO 
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Your Lucky 7 tunes that you 
would have heard last week 


as determined by Your Hit Parade Survey, 
which checks the best sellers in sheet music 
and phonograph records, the songs most heard 
| on the air and most played on the automatic 
coin machines. 


: JUNE VALLI 
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: | SWEETHEART 

: 9 WALKIN’ MY BABY 
| & BACK HOME 

| 3. KISS OF FIRE 

; | 4. WISH YOU WERE HERE 
LUCKY sale aubieen 5. Half As Much 
Plus the HIT PARADERS AND DANCERS | 6. ’'M YOURS 

7. DELICADO 









t 


On N.B.C. Radio Friday 8:00 p.m. (N.Y. time). On N.B.C. Television Saturday 10:30 p.m. (N.Y. time) 
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; Television 


was programmed just one day res 








the Korean bill became law via the 
signature of President Truman. It | 
marked a kind of milestone in 


speed that was ‘accomplished | 
through the advance information 
furnished by the Veterans Admin- 
istration, which cooperates with the 
web in this series. 

On the block viéwed last Thurs- 
day (21), the topic was artificial 
limbs tor war vets, with two am- 
putees being interviewed, Cer- 
tainly this didn’t present substance 
for a wide audience, not to men- 
tion that it wasn’t fit fodder for 


sensitive persons. Nevertheless, it 
came out as an absorbing study in 
prosthesis, made the more inter- 
esting by the running description 
of Dr. Eugene S. Murphy, assist- 
ant director for research in charge 
of the VA's prosthetic service (him- 
self a po'vio victim). 

Through the two amputees (ar- 
tificial leg, arm) Dr. Murphy man- | 


aged to convey a sense of the work 
and perseverance required to be- 
come accustomed to man-made 
limbs. Dr. Murphy gave a vivid 


account of field testing of new de- 
vices, the cost of such devices, the 
long and arduous training of vets 
and dozens of examples of artificial 
limbs and their preparation, de- 
tailed function, etc. Some film 
clips aided the commentary, with 
Bob O’Toole serving as permanent 
interviewer. 

Irwin Rosten, of the DuMont 
staff, is writer-editor-producer of | 
the series, and on the block caught | 
he did a thorotfghly capable job, | 
particularly in the straight-from- 
shoulder script. Arnee Nocks di- 
rects in ditto style. Score this one 
up as a credit to DuMont in the 
pubserv category. Trau. 


} 

FUN SHOW AT BOULEVARD 
POOL 

With Gene Klavan 

Producer: Cal Jones 

Director: Dennis Kane 

60 Mins.; Fri. 2 p.m. } 

WPTZ, Philadelphia 


While utilizing many ingredients | 
that make up “dry” daytime give- 
aways, 
with its 


diving displays, inter- 


views with lifeguards and teenage | 


swim competitions. 

Profusion of name brand prizes 
bring both moppets and elders out 
of the water for such matters as a 
watermelon eating match, a trea- 
sure hunt and a small-fry beauty 
contest. For the adults there were 
_ stumpers such as: “At what 

egree Fahrenheit does water 
boil?” Considering the bathing suit 
background, there is no play made 
on femme cuties in swim suits, 
outside of Klavan’s pretty help- 
mate, and an exercise demonstra- 
tion to plug a modeling school. 

Emphasis was principally juve. 
Program should prove an added at- 
traction for the Boulevard Pool, 
with the wealth of prizes as the 
come-on, plus the chance to get 
before the cameras. R 


Continued from page 31 


xene Klavan’s Boulevard | 
Pool show holds added interest | 
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Reviews 
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cees the proceedings with a slightly 

superior style: He also seems to 

a quick man with an ad-lib. 
Gagh. 





DAVE CAMERON SHOW 


'30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 1:30 p.m, 


Directors: Ted Baughn, Gordon 
Tuell 
Sustaining 
WRGB, Schenectady 
Dave Cameron, formerly’ of 
WKAL, Utica, has joined WRGB to 
present a “this, that or 
thing” quiz and audience partcipa- 
tion show, on first half of the 
hour filled by Bob Stone. Stone’s 
feature is now a straight public 
servicer, of 30-minute duration. 
First four telecasts indicated the 
new program would be mildly in- 
teresting and _ entertaining; 
chief appeal, to women and chil- 
dren. 


Cameron uses several gimmicks 


|to hypo attention for, and to sup- 


pelment, telephone interrogations 
about area historic sites and 
amusement stars. First is “Beat the 
Weatherman,” in which partici- 


|pants try via post card to guess 


temperatures outside the studio at 
1 p.m, the next day. Second is 
“Dilly of the Day,” in which best 
submitted gag is inserted as @ top- 
per for a comedy-burlesque spot 
by Cameron. Third is “Kiddy 
Korner,” on which he manipulates 
puppets, saluting youngsters with 
birthdays and_ wishing 
health to the ailing. 
Reasonably photogenic and well 
dressed, Cameron competently han- 
dles quizzes. He might advance- 
check pronunciations of commu- 
nities. Weather prophecy bit 
emerges clearly. Material and act- 
ing for “Dilly’—an Englishman, a 


three portrayed—seemed uneven. 
Puppetry, with three characters; 
will hold small children’s atten- 
tion. 

Photography is 
most of the time. 
plaved on 


rather sharp 
Lenses are 


don Tuell alternate in directing. 
Jaco. 


FUN WITH FAYE 

With Faye Parker, Harry Walton, 
guests f 

15 Mins., Wed., 10:15 p.m. 

ROSENBAUM’S 

WDTV, Pittsburgh 


This new quarter-hour session, 
bankrolled by Rosenbaum’s down- 
town department store, may have 
sounded okay on paper, but it 
doesn’t come off that way. It’s 
supposed to be aimed at the work- 
ing gal and one phase of program 
has the hostess, Faye Parker, hand- 
ing a recent business school grad- 
uate couple of gifts as well as an 
interview slip with a prospective 
employer the next day. But chief 
gimmick, which gets nowhere, is a 
sort of character analysis thing. 
Couple of days ahead of the show, 
Miss Parker shows some career 
girl the picture of a career man, 





and vice versa, and then records 


lavan em-|the way each person looks to the 
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the other | 


ts | 


ifrom Melody 


better | 


|sis on choral vocalizing, 


rizes, with brand names | 
emphasized. Ted Baughn and Gor- | 


other. On Fun With Faye itself, 
the two people are introduced be- 
fore the camera and then listen to 
the playback and what they've had 
to say about one another previ- 
ously. Expressions of the person, 
listening to the dissertation on his 


be | OF her eharacteristics, are some 


times a little amusing but that’s 
as far as the thing goes. 

Miss Parker carries off her end 
of the proceedings satisfactorily. 
She’s a personable young lady, 
sings a pleasant opening to Harry 
Walton’s piano accompaniment and 
does a firstrate sales pitch for 
Rosenbaum’s. But the idea plays 
itself dead. For a night-timer 
it’s going to have plenty tough 
sledding. Cohen. 


DATE FOR DANCING 

With MHarmonicats, Jimmy 
mer orch 

Producer: Don Cook 

Director: Bud Ellingwood 

30 Mins.; Wed., 9 p.m. CDT 

Sustaining 

WGN-TV, Chicago 


Here’s a _ modestlysbudgested 


Pal- 


| programming idea that should net 


satisfactory results for all con- 
cerned. It’s a half-hour remote 
Mill ballroom. The 
kickoff program, built arouad 
Jimmy Palmer and band, current 
occupants of the Mill’s stand, was 
devoid of any production trim- 
mings. Nevertheless, the 


standards. And with some ironing 
out here and there, it could well 
snag a following among the fans 
séeking an escape from the yak- 
yak programs. 

Certainly, the ballroom TV show- 


|casing is a potent plug for dance 


band biz in general, and the Mel- 
ody Milt and its attraction in par- 
ticular. Because of these promo- 
tional aspects, the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians has waived its 
usual video fees. Project was set 


Texan and a gabby femme w |up by General Artists Corp., which 
- cae evemed uneven, | has such bands as Jan Garber’s and 


Ralph Marterie’s upcoming. 


Palmer’s group, with its empha- 
has the 
flexibility to make for an okay tele 
display. As the busy. fronter, Pal- 
mer himself also adds some needed 
movement with his freewheeling 
gyrations. His emceeing routines, 
however, badly need _ re-tooling, 
grooved as they are along that 
tired “At this time I'd like to pre- 
sent” line. 

Session was sparked by the guest 
appearance of Jerry Murad’s Har- 
monieats, whe came through with 
tricky versions of “Lover” and “Lit- 
tle Brawn Jug.” Also on tap for 
some néat solos were orch vocalists 
Jo Ann Lynn and Ronnie Neubert. 

Productionwise; it would be a 
| big help if that oversized standup 
mike were replaced by one that 
didn’t blank out the face of the 
person using it. Also, the crowd 
shots would add up to more if the 
guests were dancing rather than 
just milling around the nencetans, 

ave. 





Foreign TV Reviews 
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000 via horse bets and save his 
family’s fortunes, is difficult for 
the TV medium, providing some 
awkward family groupings. Direc- 
tor combatted this with a fair de- 
gree of skill. Play,dragged in the 
first act, brightening up towards 
the end, particularly in the gam- 
bling scene between James Mac- 
Taggart as the son and David Kos- 
soft’s as his fellow-boarder. Latter's 
characterization was a rich gem 
of thesping. 

Camera closeups were good, Mac- 
Taggart conveying some fine ‘ex- 
pressions. Sound work was done in 
the various family roles by Mar- 


|garet Hamilton, Tom Fleming, Meg 


i 
' 
| 
| 
| 
} 





rs 








MUSIC-HALL 
With Derothy Squires, Archie Rob- 
bins, Fran Dowie & Candy Kane, 

Les Dounes, Welwyn Garden 

City Welsh Choir, 12 Toppers, 

others 
Producer: Richard Afton 
85 Mins. 

Sustaining 
BBC, London 

Vaude stanza was saved from 
flopping by brisk personality and 
clever comedy of Archie Robbins, 
U.S. comedian with a reputation in 
Britain. Majority of turns were 
only so-so. Robbins’ gags were top- 
rate, and he went off, after longish 
act that never tired, to very solid 
mitting. 

Blonde thrush Dorothy Squires 
favored too many sad songs, and 
Les Dounos were clever in tum- 
bling acrobaties, of which cameras 
could have caught better closeups. 
Standout western takeoff act was 
Fran Dowie & Candy Kane, Cana- 
dian act. Program was telecast di- 
rect from stage of King’s Theatre, 





Hammersmith, London. Gord, 


| THE BLACK EYE 
| Scripter: James Bridie 

| Director: James Crampsey 
Adaptor: Aubrey Singer 

| 120 Mins. 

Sustaining 

BBC, from Glasgow 


‘ability. 


dance | 
{band concert measured up to the 
|currently relaxed summertime tele 





| 


Buchanan and specially by 
born pic star Rona Anderson, al- 





Scot- | 


ready a seasoned TV player. Play | 


was telecast direct from the stage 
of Glasgow Citizens Theatre. 
Gord. 


TV Followup 


———— Continued from page 31 =e 


























warmth for the afternoon audience. 


| inter-related segments 


ithe floor during rehearsal 


New Scripting, Directing 
Techniques Skedded For 
NBC-TV ‘Hometown’ Show 


NBC-TV's projected “Hometown” 
show, slated for an eerte-omene 
cross-the-board ride this fa}! 
introduce sé€Veral new 
and directing techniques, according 
to producer Ted Mills. Show’s qj. 
rector, for example, will work from 


rning 
» Will 
Scripting 


: c rather 
than taking his standard position 
in the controk booth, while the 
writers on the program will handle 
only dialog, since Mills and : 
story editor, yet to be selecteq 
will be dreaming up the situations 
and general story line 
Reason for the innovations 
said, is the show’s format 
will comprise four 


his 


Mills 
Which 
distinct but 


each day, 


_ Each quarter-hour block is to spot- 


| 


| light a different character or char- 


acters in the make-believe town in 
which the story takes place, with 


Keating performed several presti- | ™1nor characters roving through all 
digitation tricks, and the fact that four shows which, together with 
the closeup camera could not solve | the basic set, will help tie the hour 
the way he did them attested to his | together. With four segments each 


Stal. ° 





For the 18th vehicle in its cross- 
the-board repeat performance 


day to handle, the show will thus 
have four writers and four di- 
rectors. 


Mills pointed out that Hollywood 


series, WOR-TV's (N .Y.) “Broad-| directors have always worked on 


way TV Theatre” did Emlyn Wil- 
liams’ “Night Must Fall” last week 
(18-22). The psychological chiller 
was one of the strongest of the 
legiters this airer has offered, but 
its full potentialities weren’t re- 
alized, 

The story is that of a-young psy- 
chopathic killer who charms his way 
into the affections of a wealthy, in- 
valided widow after having com- 
mitted a brutal murder-by-decapi- 
tation. The suspense develops 
from the suspicions of the widow’s 
niece, Olivia, who fears and rejects 
the ‘egomaniac youth Dan, but who 
nevertheless is inexplicably attract- 
ed to him. In:the end, he suffo- 
cates the old woman and is taught 
by the police just as he is about 
to do in Olivia, too. 

The script has some good melo- 
dramatic values and _ generally 
maintains suspense, but doesn’t 
fully explain the girl’s motivations 
in shielding the paranoic murderer. 
Its limitations were exposed by di- 
rection that failed to make some 
of the action convincing. 

As the psychopath, Wright King 
registered best when he was play- 
ing the charmer, but. didn’t carry 
off the menace aspects as well. 
Chiefly, he seemed too young for 
the role. Bethel Leslie wasn’t 
properly cast as Olivia. Ruth Gates 
handled the part of the cantanker- 
ous old dame adequately, although 
not getting the full terror of the 
final moments before her murder. 
Anthony Kemble-Cooper_ scored 
nicely as Olivia’s rejected, boring 
suitor. Geoffrey Lamb was pol- 
ished as the inspector and Miriam 
Stoball and Nora O’Mahoney were 
ore in their roles as domes- 

ics, 

Single living room set was a 
good one. Camerawork included 
more closeups, which is a depart- 
ure from producer Warren Wade’s 


original concept of frontal, stagey 
shooting. Brit 
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tablished. These include the fol- 
lowing: 

Discount of 5% is to be allowed 
on the gross billing for daytime 
cross-the-board shows, with certain 
exceptions. Annual dollar volume 
discount is to be allowed on gross 
billings, minus the aforementioned 
5%, for station time for each broad- 
cast. For nighttime shows, the 
dollar volume discounts range from 
27.5% for a sponsor spending less 
than $10,000 yearly on CBS, to 
44.5°% for one spending $2,500,000 
or more. For daytime shows, the 
discount structure ranges from 8% 
on gross billings of $10,000-$30,000, 
up to 23.5% for gross billings of 
more than $2,500,000. 

Advertisers will also benefit from 
a new 52 consecutive week dis- 
count, which figures at 52 times 
812° of the largest amount of ad- 
justed weekly gross billings (the 











| Drama oldie by the late James | gross less any 5% daytime discount 


| Bridie, Scot playwright, provided | allowed), 


ifairly good entertainment 
first telecast undertake 


BBC outside-relay team to 


tion of BBC. Most making their 


debut in video. 


his exams and finally 





Brochure states that any 


in the | program taking a hiatus “will be 
n by a new pentitled only to such discounts as 
' : ‘ be allowed in accordance with 
based in Scotland. Actors in cast a : ; — 

were mainly from Scot drama sec Fe ee ee, atu pemey, Many, 


then current.” 
Current CBS advertisers get the 


Play, about the wayward son of | Usual six-month protection, but the 
a Glasgow tamily, who can’t pass}new discount structure goes into 
turns to} 
drink, then gambling, to win $24,- after Feb. 25, 1953. 


effect for all shows aired on and 


cyctitet 9 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 





} 


the studio floor, and predicted the 
system would keep the show run- 
ning smoothly. Director will be 
able to stage the action during re- 
hearsals, with his assistant in the 
booth helping to block out the cam- 
era shots. Then, during the actual 
airing, the director will assume his 
usual place in the booth to call the 
shots. 


As for the scripters, Mills noted 
that Frank and Anne Hummert 
handle their Air Features radio 
shows on the same basis. Since the 
writers will have to worry only 
about dialog, he said, they'll be 
able to do considerable outside 
work. As a result, he’s lined up 
four w.k. scripters at far less than 
their usual fees. Writers are Paul 
Rhymer, Howard Rodman, Joel 
Hammil and John G. Fuller. 


L’ ville Maestro to Emcee 
WHAS Longhair Series 


Louisville, Aug. 26. 
WHAS program director Sam 
Gifford has announced plans to 
present longhair music with a new 
twist in a series of Sunday after- 
noon shows, “Music Here and 
There, with Robert Whitney.” Ser- 

ies tees off Sunday, Sept. 14. 
Whitney, conductor and manager 
of the Louisville Orchestra, recent- 
ly returned from Austria, where he 
guest-conducted the Vienna Sym- 
phony. On “Music Here and There” 
he will comment on the recorded 
music he selects; interview well- 
known musicians, and present on- 
the-spot recordings made on his 
Vienna trip. 











———— 











eset 


Eileen BART 


Guesting August 29 


HIT PARADE 
NBC RADIO 


AMERICAN MUSIC HALL 
EVERY SUNDAY, ABC, RADIO 
CORAL RECORDS _—ODir.: MCA 
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HARPO MARX 


NBC-TV 


RCA-VICTOR 
Mgt.: GUMMO MARX 
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RADIO-NUSIC QUIZ: 
Who does the music for 
“DREAM HARBOR” — menre 
Mon., Tues., Wed., on AB( 

L See Page 39 
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1656 WLS Chi Theatre 


: = 
Buy for Barn Dance Cues [ AFRA, TVA 
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Faith in Radio Future 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 
WLS, Prairie Farmer station and | 
kingpin midwest folk talent outlet, | 
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concrete proposals for merger” 

| submitted by other branches. 
When and if the AFRA plan | 

comes up again before 4A’s board 


‘Music Room’ Back to Mon.; 
NBC Hopes RCA Renews 


Meredith Willson’s “Music Room,” 
which has been airing Friday nights 
this summer on NBC radio under 


Progressive Party Raps Winner ; 
Claims Dems, GOP Get All Air Time 





RCA Victor sponsorship, will be 





. the vote may be extremely close. 
has put a $165,000 exclamation |If Screen Actors and Screen Ex- | 


point to its faith in the future of | tras Guilds side with Equity, a 
radio. The station last week shelled 57-56 vote against AFRA may re- 


out that amount to purchase the | occasion. 


sult, as happened on a previous 
Voting strength is: 


Eighth St. Theatre, which for the| AGVA, 31 AFRA, 22; AGMA, 4; 
past 20 years has been the leased | SAG, 23; SEG, 11; Equity, 17; CE, 


home of the WLS National Barn 
Dance. 


>. Four other groups, each with | 


a single vote, could prove impor- 


jtant. They are Hebrew Actors 
The barn dance has been housed | Hebrew Chorus 


Italian Actors and 


in the Loop theatre since 1932,) Brother Artists Ass 
when it became the first AM show | horres 
to charge admission. House sifll is | 


consistently SRO every Saturday 


the hayloft festival. 


An indication that the rustics 
continue as a potent pull is shown 
in the annual barn dance junket 
to the Illinois State Fair. This year 
the show racked up its biggest at- 
tendance since 1935, with 12/627 
paid admissions. Frolic proved a 
bigger draw at the fair than either 
Democratic presidential nominee 
Adlai Stevenson or Republican 
vice-presidential nominee, Sen. 
Richard Nixon, who drew 11,500 
and 7,000 respectively at their ap- 
pearances, 


Vidpix Seen 


’———— Continued from page 25 Ga 
much beyond the Keystone Kop 
days. 

And not only does motion pic- 
tures’ technical excellence make 
video look a bit pre-Eastman, but 


apparently a lot of imaginative 
guys have sneaked in Hollywood's 
back door while we TVers were 
trying to clean, the snow off an 
image orthicon. Some of the in- 
genuity displayed in*recent films 
using special effects, adaptations of 
modern art techniques and vastly 
improved editing makes one won- 
der if it isn’t TV in the rut—not 
the films. 


Old Techniques 


Odd thing about the present sit- 
uation is that TV today is probably 
using more feet of film in a month, 
than most film companies do in a 
vear. But the techniques the TV 
film producers are using are the 
ones the theatre pix producers 
have just gotten rid of. Maybe the 
cycle is swinging, and tele film has 
to go through the same experience 
the theaters have—falling b.o. and 
public apathy—to realize that to 
hold the audience, you have got to 
deliver a show. 


Naturally, you can’t compare TV 
film costs with that a high budg- 
eted picture. But there’s still no 
reason why some of the present- 
day techniques and approaches 
can’t be used. Every show doesn’t 
have to be flatlighted. It certainly 
can't cost too much to occasionally 
change a camera angle. 


It just appears that most TV-film 
producers today are so preoccupied 
with getting the footage in the 
cans that they haven’t had a chance 
to see a good feature pix them- 
selves—and aren't hep to the fact 
that some changes have been made. 


_ But take a look yourself. Next 
time you have a free evening, take 
in a film—any film. Technique- 
wise, it will be an eye-opener— 
particularly if you have a slight 
case of astigmatism from watching 
rV films this summer. 
= otahetmeniamnemednaninenenmamet 
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{P. Hollingbery station rep outfit. 


Vidpic Angle 


moved back into the Monday night 
| at 10 slot in the*fall. It hasn’t been 
| decided yet whether RCA will con- 
} tinue as bankroller, but NBC 


| holding out hope that its parent | 
}company will again pick up the)! 


tab on the disk jockey program as 
, a showcaser for its recordings. 
Friday night lineup for the fall 


will have Lucky Strike’s “Hit Pa- | 


rade” returning to the 8 p.m. slot, 
in which Willson had been subbing. 


The Progressive Party has filed | the exclusion of other legally qual- 
charges of discrimination against | ified candidates for the same pub- 
CBS and DuMont networks, charg- | lic office.” 7 
ing that the weekly series, “Pick Progressives first 





complained 


is ithe Winner,” violates FCC regula-' June 3, protesting the program’s 


tions. aim of giving coverage only to the 

PP said that the Westinghouse- , Democratic and Republican candi- 
sponsored series violates a Com-j}dates. At first, PP said, “we re- 
mission rule that networks and sta- | ceived assurances that our point of 
|tions should not “make any con-| view would be represented. But 
tract or other agreement which | then the blackout curtain fell. Let- 
shall have the effect of permitting | ters and messages were disregard- 
any legally qualified candidate for!ed.” PP is being represented be- 


any public office to broadcast to! fore the FCC by David Rein, 








The chessboard moves are fur- | 
night for the two perfor mances of | ther complicated by SAG-AFRA re- 


lations on vidpic jurisdiction. Last 
week Equity invited the 4A’s 
branches to powwow on settlement 
of the question. AFRA accepted the 
invite in a resolution which took a 
relatively firm stand vis-a-vis the 
screen guilds. 

Resolution declared that “per- 
formers must have a direct voice in 
determining the rates and condi- 
tions for re-use, kinescope, com- 
mercial fikn spots, representation 
in cities outside Los Angeles and 
organization in cities where the 


| screen guilds have never organ- 
ized.” 


AFRA referred to the fact that 
an Equity communique had made 
settlement Of the jurisdiction dis- 
pute one of the conditions on which 
it might “reverse its stand’ against 
AFTRA. Radio union, however, said 
it was accepting the RSVP because 
of its desire for amicable settle- 
ment, “not in order to receive 
Equity’s support of TVA-AFRA 
merger. Both jurisdictional dispute 
and the merger must be deter- 
mined on their own merits, without 
pressure from any source.” 

Other conditions Equity listed 
for supporting AFTRA were: ()) 
that AFRA and TVA would con- 
tinue to negotiate in good faith on 
five-branch consolidation; and (2) 
agreement and/or amendment of 
the proposed AFTRA constitution 
on certain points on which there is 
various branches. Equity, it’s un- 
derstood, doesn’t like the deadline 


|which the AFTRA document sets 


for Equity members to join AFTRA 
without payment of initiation fees, 
as well as several other clauses in 
the AFTRA draft. 

A 4A’s meeting will be held to- 
day (Wed.) on the SAG-TVA juris- 
diction tussle ‘(see separate story). 
Whether anything concrete will 
come out of this, in view of confab 
which Equity has called, is an open 
question. 

At the AFRA parley, there were 
some differences between Coast 
representatives, who were more 
inclined to have a quick settlement 
with the screen guilds, and the 
eastern delegates, who evidenced 
a firmer attitude towards SAG- 
SEG, based on their closer associa- 
tion with the live unions. 

As per the AFRA constitution, 
which alternates the presidency be- 
tween the two coasts on a two-year 
basis, the new prexy is from New 
York, Alan Bunce was elected, 
succeeding Knox Manning of the 
Coast. 


Radio Execs Club, ATS, Put 
Final Touches to Merger 


Radio Executives Club of N. Y. 
and American Television Society 
are putting the finishing touches 
on their upcoming merger. 

A joint REC-ATS nominating 
committee has drawn up a list of 
five officers and 10 board mem- 
bers for submitting to the member- 
ships of the two clubs. Nominat- 
ing committee was headed by Wil- 
liam S. Hedges for the REC and 
George T. Shupert for the ATS. 

Committee’s nominations are: 

President, Robert W. Sarnoff, 
NBC; first v.p., Fritz Snyder, CBS; 
2d v.p., G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, 





| National Assn. of Manufacturers; 
| secretary, “ Claude 


Barrere, pro- 
gram representative; treasurer, 
S. R. Dean, CBS. For members of 
the board of directors: Robert L 
Coe, DuMont; William H. Fine- 
shriber, Jr., MBS; Ernest Lee 
Jahncke, Jr., ABC; Don McClure, 
MeCann-Erickson; Bruce Robert- 
son, Broadcasting; Elliott M. 
Sanger, WQXR; Robert Saudek, 
Ford Foundation; Reggie Schuebel, 
Wyatt & Schuebel; George T. 
Shupert, Peerless TV Productions; 
and Eugene S. Thomas, of George 
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Television Chatter 





New York 


Ezra Stone, director of the Mar- 
tha Raye show since its debut last 
season, won’t be able to continue 








in the same capacity on Miss Raye s | 


“All-Star Revue” appearances this 
season, due to a commitment for 
a weekly tele series John Till- 
man, newscaster and night mana- 
ger of WPIX, New York, addresses 
the Kiwanis Club of Stamford, | 
Conn., today (Wed.) on “TV in 
Politics.” 

Dr. Bruno Furst, teacher of mem- 
ory training, and a group of his 
students demonstrate his system 
over WABD Sept. 8 Henry 
Salomon, producer on the upcom- 
ing NBC-TV “Victory at Sea” 
series, was collaborator with Prof. 


Samuel Eliot Morison of Harvard | remote crew gets a special evening | eastern region office. At the same 


on the 14-volume “History of U. S 
Naval Operations in World War II,” 
which Little, Brown is issuing 
every few months, one volume at a 
time. 


Rear Admiral Stanley F. Patten, 
DuMont veepee, has been elected 
to the company’s board . . . Mar- 
tin Begley, NBC-TV casting direc- 
tor, back from a European vaca- 
tion with his brother, actor Ed 
Begley ... Blaney Harris has been 
added to the WPIX sales staff. He 


| cently 


| assignment 


| baseball pickups. 


was formerly an account exec with | 
WOR and also radio program man- 


ager for that station... John Derr, 


| tion director 


sports director for CBS Radio, 1s} 
doubling in brass this week, filling | 


in on WCBS-TV’s “Sports of the 
Night” while regular Jim McKay 
is on vacation .. . Bonomo Turkish 
Taffy switched its account from the 
Weintraub agency to Emil Mogul 

WCBS-TV’s Margaret Arlen 
did the fashion commentary for 
the American Legion’s fashion 
show Sunday night (24) at the Ho- 
tel Waldorf-Astoria ... Martin Ry- 
erson, radio-TV scripter, leaves for 
Hollywood Sept. 5 to write for sev- 
eral Hollywood - produced video 
shows and also negotiate for his 


| 
} 


| 


| 


(Wed.) while Lee Bowman is on va- 
cation; Bowman returns the fol- 
lowing week. 





Chicago 

With Tommy Bartlett making his 
network video bow when “Wel- 
come Travelers” hits NBC-TV Sept. 
8, emcee is cutting down on his 
local TV activities. He’s ankled 
the host post on WGN-TV’'s daily 
“Hi, ,Ladies” show, with Frank 
Sweeney taking over the reins... 
sernard .Miller, former general 
manager of WMOR and more re- 
associated with Academy 
Films, has been added to the Her- 
bert S. Lautman package firm as 
an account exec...The WGN-TV 


Saturday night (30) 





| 


| 


and assigned the Dinah Shore and 
“All Star Revue” ballyheo jebs. 
Roscoe Karns in for a visit... 
Also Wilt Gunzendorfer, up from 
Hollywood before flying New York- 
ward for a management operations 
assignment on WOR-TV, New 
York . .. “Your Warm Friend,” 
with Anita Day Hubbard, blossom- 
in from 15 to 30 minutes on 
KGO-TV ... “Science it Action,” 
award-winning KGO-TV program, 
shifts to KRON-TV, Sept.9... 
KRON knocked out a Chronicle 
building wall to enlarge its Studio 
“B” ... Ben and Lesley Alexander 
were here on a vacation trip. 


RWG Denies Commie Ties, 
As Kelley Explains His 
Testimony to McCarran 


Sen. Pat McCarran’s blast at the 
Radio Writers Guild was answered 
yesterday (Tues.) by the RWG’s 





time, RWG released text of a let- 


when it lenses the White Sox-j; ter te the senator from one of the 
i\Cleveland Indians: game for| Witnesses, Welbourn E. Kelley, who 


WXEL, Cleveland. Sox night games 
aren’t part of WGN-TV’s regular 
Station is also 
feeding the Sunday (31) game to 
WXEL Dan MaGuire, Chi NBC- 
TV salesman, is off on a two-month 
leave for a jaunt through Europe. 

McConkéy Artists Corp, has 
placed Howard Grafman in charge 
of its new Chi film division. Dick 
Brinkman has been named produc- 
WNBQ sales topper 
John McPartlin and Floyde Bea- 
ston of his staff getting away from 
it all for a week up in Northern 
Michigan Muntz TV reports sales 
during second quarter were up 


| 43°% over the same period a year 


ago Theo. Hamm Brewing has 
ordered a weekly half-hour ‘pro 
football film wrapup on WGN-TV, 
to be narrated by Jack Brickhouse, 
when the grid season kicks off later 
next month Producer-director 


| Ben Parks and the NBC-TV “Haw- 


kins Falls’? contingent have moved 
|from their old quarters in the Stu- 


projected package, “O’Henry from | debaker Theatre to Studio A in 


Brooklyn,” to star Sam Levene. 


\'the Merchandise Mart . Proceeds 
ifrom Laber Day stock car races 


RCA prexy Frank M, Folsom | ,¢ Soldier Field will go to the 


Slated to appear on NBC's “Youth 
Wants to Know” tonight (Wed.) to 


receive for the show the American | 


Legion’s first annual video award 


F Adam Hat Stores pacted io| 
bankroll a series of fight films, | 
titled “Famous Fights from Madi- | 


son Sq. Garden,’ Monday nights 
on the DuMont web, with Jimmy 
Powers as narrator .. . Robert Q. 
Lewis, who’s been doubling from 


his CBS radio and TV chores this | 5¢ CA's 


summer as star of the “Charley's 


|Third Order of St. Francis, Cath- 
olic ‘layman’s group, to help pay 
the tab on the organization’s TV 
show, “Armchair Philosopher.” 


San Francisco 

Art Baker breezed in for a day 
|’n’ night and joined an impromptu 
|songfest at Goman’s “Gay Nine- 
| ties” ... Kirk Torney named chief 
new radio-TV division 


ae b oe 3 ”.> | here ... Jack Brumback took over 
Aunt” strawhatter, set for a date | Ty operations for Ziv’s local office 
at Atlantic City’s Steel Pier over _.. Bell Brook Sought Gene Autry 


the Labor Day weekend ... Bayuk 
Cigars sponsoring DuMont’'s “Ring- 
side Interviews” starting Sept. 8 
with Ted Husing as narrator. 


George F. Foley had to yank a! comer from 


j}series on KGO-TV ... KPIX 
| launching new “Show Time” films 


>| with Marjorie King on Crosley 


|commercials . . . Doris Carr, new- 


Hollywood, exciting 


projected script on flying saucers | attention as hostess of KRON’s 
from “Tales of Tomorrow” (ABC- | “Club Four” -Snader telescriptions 


TV), when the Army Air Forces|. . . New 


said nix on cooperating .. . Rich- 


ard Shandland returns to tele after! and Dr. 


four weeks at the 


(N. Y.) Playhouse... Richard Durr | Mulvihill, 
stars on “Ellery Queen” tonight! berthed at 


KRON shows: Paul 
Speegle with “Made in California” 
Alfred Azevedo with 


Woodstock | “What's on Your Mind?” ... Kay 
former KPIX flack, 
NBC-TV, Hollywood, 
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said, “I fear that without intention 
I have harmed persons who are 
innocent.” 

Kelley wrote, “I did not, as might 
be inferred, appear before the sub- 
committee voluntarily. First intro- 
ductory remark made by me and 


the premise of my entire testimony | 


were placed off the record and are 
not included in the testimony as 
printed. I used the term ‘pro-Com- 
munist’ in describing a certain 
faction in the RWG only at the re- 
quest of the subcommittee counsel, 


who indicated that all of my tes- | 


timony would remain in _ confi- 


dence.” 

He did not deny any of his tes- 
timony as printed, Kelley said, 
“but I would like to point out that 
it does not reflect a true picture 


of all that I said, nor does it in- | 
clude the premise on which my tes- | 


timony was given.” 

Kelley said he had told the sub- 
committee at the outset that “I 
could not say of my own knowledge 
that any member of the RWG was 
a Communist; that I bore no malice 
nor ill will toward any member of 
the Guild; and that I did not wish 
to say anything that might harm 
personally or professionally any 
member of the Guild.” 

Witness wrote that during the 
off-the-record testimony, subcom- 
mittee counsel Richard Arens “re- 
quested that I not refer to a cer- 
tain faction within the guild as 
left-wing, a term I had been using, 
but that for the purpose of clarifi- 
cation I refer to the two Guild fac- 


Communist. I demurred at this, 
stating that there were people in 
the left-wing faction for whom I 
had the greatest respect and who 
in my opinion were neither Com- 
munist nor pro-Communist. How- 
ever, I agreed to use the terms re- 
quested on the assumption that 
what I had to say was in confi- 
dence and would remain so.” 

Eastern region RWG statement 
follows: 

“The attack upon the RWG and 


the latest in a two-year series of 
efforts by a self-admitted minority 
group to rule or ruin this organiza- 
tion. They have failed. to gain con- 
trol of the RWG by the ballot in 
two successive elections. They have 
failed to destroy the RWG by with- 
holding support in contract nego- 
tiations and strikes that have been 
approved and won by the majority. 
Now, under cover of Congressional 
immunity, they are trying to dis- 
rupt and take over the RWG by 
slander. They will fail again, be- 
cause their charges are not true. 
“The facts are that the RWG is 
an organization dedicated by its 
constitution and that of its parent 
body, the Authors League, to one 
object only: promoting the pro- 
fessional and economic interests of 
its 1,200 writer-members. The RWG 
has never supported any political 
party, platform or candidate. It has 
never aligned itself with or sup- 
ported any Communist or pro-Com- 
munist organization. In compliance 
with the Taft-Hartley Act, officers 
of the Guild signed non-Commu- 
nist affidavits. RWG has concerned 


professional welfare of its mem- 
bers. 

“The RWG stands on its 15-year 
record of accomplishment for radio 
and television writers throughout 
the country.” 





Philadelphia—Roger W. Clipp, 
general manager of WFIL and 
WFIL-TV, has been appointed to 
the Philadelphia Board of Trade 





by Mayor Joseph Sill Clark, Jr. 





WENR-TV Grabs Lead From 
WGN-TV As No. 1 Chicago 
User of Feature Films 


Chicago, Aug. 
WENR-TV, Chi ABC tele “s 


McCarran Warns 


meee Continued from page 1 Game 


clean. He named as two of the top 
leaders in the Communist drive 
in radio and TV, writers Millard 











Lampell and Peter Lyon. Both | tion sweatin out opera- 
men, testifying before the Internal| merger of the » lang — 
Security Committee, refused On) with United Paramount They 
grounds of possible self-incrimina- res, 


has grabbed off the Wingy ci. 
tion, to state whether they were} cejjyjoid crown from WGNoyod 





tions as pro-Communist and anti- | 


some of its individual members is | 


itself solely with the economic and 


ee be ne Or dikes ta past few weeks. the 
|and also ducked many s- wale 
\ tions by seeking the protection of|, Meretofore WGN-TV was the 


No. 1 consumer of feature films 


e 5 a : with its nightly block of “Te] 
| released their testimony. Theatre” productions. man. . 


He also said that the Radio Writ-| them out-rating live network shows 
|ers Guild and Authors League can-| Now, however. it's W ENR TV 
{not escape blame for permitting that’s become the top TV “exhibi- 
“less than 100 pro-Communists” tO) tor” with its recently revamped 

seize control of the Guild. daytime log, which includes ase 
| The testimony released today is| across-the-board strips of feature 
the first part of hearings by the pix. 
| Senate Committee into “subversive| stepped-up programming reli. 
| infiltration of radio, television and | ance upon the Hollywood oldies 
|the entertainment industry.” The/eats up over 40 titles weekly. The 
| probe will continue. - station is on the air about 109 
| In his warning to television, Mc-/| hours a week, and out of that total 
| Carran said: some 45 hours is celluloid fare 
“We have had a Very recent ex-| that has seen its service through 
perience of the public interest in| the regular motion picture exhibj- 
this new media of expression.jtion circuit. Figure is exclusive of 
Those ‘who are responsible for its| straight vidpix. 
| development must also accept re-; WENR-TV film buyers last week 
| sponsibility for its character and | finalized a $75,000 deal-with Unity 
|the types of programs it channels | Television Corp., whereby the dis. 
| into the honfés of America. trib outfit will supply the station 
‘Strategically Placed’ | with poe oe of film program- 
“We found, strategically slaced | ™ ns uring 1e next 12 months. 
to take’ advaniage. of televisions | eluded m the package are it 
progress, persons who refused {0/ jereabouts, and ‘an assortment of 
belonged to the Communist Party, | westerns, Serials and comedies 
| but who were described by other | _ The outlet’s drastic swing to film 
persons, under oath, as either Com- | is indicated by its weekday sched- 
munists or very active pro-Commuv- | ule, that runs from 10 a.m. through 
nists. In straight news coverage, | t° the early evening kiddie block 
such as that of the national politi-| 4t 5:30 p.m. During this seven and 
cal conventions, there is little op-|4 half hour stretch daily, Mon- 
portunity for subversive influences | 4aYs through Fridays, five and a 
to work. . However. the entertain- | half hours are film-filled and the 
ment programs, which, after all, | >alance is live programming. 
provide the bulk of television of-| _ Nighttime it's much the same, 
ferings, are very susceptible in this | For example, there s the Saturday 
respect. | night grind policy, tagged the 
pte , “Tri-Star Theatre,” during which 

The ot yr pe yet three consecufive features are un- 
rege seed nt «Mors Br spooled from 7:30 to signoff. Also 

Perens oat oe ~|going Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
at this time, but I must point out! Prigays at 7 p.m. is a full-length 
| that the 1,200 to 1,500 members of pic. 

the Radio Writers Guild who have ; 
| allowed less than 100 pro-Commu- | i _ 
| nists to take over their organiza- | 
tion must share equally in respon- | 


lthe Fifth Amendment. McCarran 





| 
} 
| 
| 








Not Selli 
sibility for the subversive activi- of e ing 


i ties of those few whom they permit | =e Continued from page 27 —— 
| to use the —— and power of the! web will derive considerable bene- 

organization. Nor can the parent) fit aiso from its reintegration 
| organization, the Authors League, policy in being able to determine 
| be absolved from blame, so long as | 


: é ; : & 45! almost immediately what any de- 
it allows such a situation to exist. partment is earning or losing. 


The statement went on to ex-| When radio and TV operated sep- 
plain that “there is a strong possi-| arately, he said, it was often neces- 
bility that the Radio Writers Guild! sary to wait a period of months 
| will obtain jurisdiction over the} to get the operation statements 
| television writers and that there is | from the AM and TV program de- 
evidence that a small group of) partments, for example, and then 
| Communists and pro-Communists| coliate them. Now, he said, the 
| seized control of the Radio Writers | web will be able to keep its finger 
Guild in 1943 at the direction of | on the overall operation and can 
Alexander Trachtenberg, the Com-| get such an earnings statement 
munist propaganda chief, and con-/ within a few weeks. 
|tinues to dominate the organiza-| — 
tion.” 
L Statement also lists many Com- 
'/munist and Commy Front activities 
|in which it says Lyon and Lampell 

were active. 
| | 


NBC-TV Brass, Affiliates 
In Routine N.Y. Huddle || (-cion a Sere Frame awe 


: pall, 
| Group of top, NBC video affili- oa Has Cee ierery, 
ates from all sections of the coun- J (Vins room. Civ itehen with but- 
|try are meeting with network top- | er 4+ ety entey servants’ quar- 
pers in N. Y. this week in what is | red "cdroces and bath. 
described by the web as a routine |] secona floor—3 large master bed- 
session to discuss general network|]| rooms with baths, large closets, 
and resent, arneage NBC || sun deck off master bedroom, 
execs Said the affiliates have no} ren’s 
major + on gery wae could cause | eee eee Se, geett 
any conflict at the meet. . ’ ith bath, 

With such key station operators | a gg cet Mag large 
as Robert Swezey of WDSU-TV, | ee eee built in river with 
New Orleans, and Walter Damm, | sun terrace. This house is insu- 
of WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee, in at-|[jated. the finest of plumbing, 
tendance, the affiliates met on heating, and air conditioning 
their own at the Hotel Waldorf || throughout—has deep artesian 
Astoria yesterday (Tues.) They’re || well, and profusion of flowering 
slated to get together today with || trees, shrubs and plants. 
| NBC brass, headed by prez Joseph | This property is one mile north 
H. McConnell. of rovthy Westport Parkway ¢?- 
|] trance. The house was a. 

wo 

Kansas City—John S. McDermott | oo ON toe the finest 

has been named executiye manager “ Y nen ilt under constant su- 
of the Electric Assn. ‘of Kansas = ‘olen ot a resident architect 
Cc ede comes my . Samson, | eae the job daily. The conzition 
; who he e post for four years. | at is tops 
McDermott for five years was with | - Pap i ma Me Fo yreededh = 
KMBC-KFRM here, first in special |] Sriced at $95,000. For information 
events, then in promotion and | a + Pommier Inc., 37 
public rejations, lately in sales. | ae oe N.Y.C or telephone 
Previously he was publicity direc- | West SEOs, BEC 

tor of the Chamber of Commerce, | PL, 10a 
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~— Ianside Stuff—Television -. 


One of the year’s unusual show biz rises has been that of June Valli, 
chirper Who less than 18 months ago was a $35 a week Bronx book- 
eeper and part-time five-and-dime clerk. Singer starts Saturday (30) 
as regular member of NBC-TV’s “Hit Parade,” under a three-year pact 
which puts her into the $1,000-a-week class. Miss Valli, singing spare- 
time for Italian weddings in the Bronx, was heard by a scout for a radio 
talent program, and made a lone appearance. Harry Salter, conductor 
and one of the creators of “Stop the Music,” heard her. Salter was 
jooking for a sub for Kay Armen, vacationing from his show, and_ took 
a chance with Miss Valli. She had never studied music. Salter coached 
her (as he’s done since in singing, phrasing, style, etc.), and put her 
on for two weeks. She got $250 a week. Four months later she 
returned for four weeks when Miss Armen vacationed again She’s 
done several guest shots on other AM-TV shows. Salter also got singer 
a Victor contract, She’s made five sides, fifth being a soon-due “Tabu” 
disk with Salter and orch backing. 








Broadway TV Theatre,” the dramatic show which repeats the same 
vehicle on five successive nights from 7:30-9 p.m., hit a cumulative 
rating of 33.5, according to the August Pulse report It was the top- 


rated local N.-Y. stanza in this cumulative computation. Show actually 
a 7.2 average rating on Monday, 7.2 on Tuesday, 7.2 on Wednesday 


got < 


6.7 on Thursday and 5.2 on Friday. Totaling these yields the 33.5 
figure. Im other terms, one-third of N. Y. homes caught the series at 
least once during the five-day span on WOR-TV 

Coast’s last telethon will be staged late this month on behalf of the 
City of Hope, With KNBH, KTLA, KTTV and KLAC-TV beaming the 
program After that the long-winded charity pitches will be nothing 
but a memory. AFM Local 47 cracked down on the benefits. the exee 
board voting unanimously to ban all such future affairs. City of Hope 
shindig was specifically excluded because arrangements had been made 


several months ago. 





Spate of weekly mags giving tele program schedules has been made 
into an exhibit by the NBC publicity department. The catalog of pub- 
lications, almost all with the word TV in-their name, includes TV Pre- 
view, Review, News, Views, Forecast, Digest, Dial, Times. Showtimes 
Guide, This Week, Today, Your Video, Press and Skeds. 





American Telephone & Telegraph this week revealed plans to open 
a new northbound TV channel by Jan. 1 for “occasional service” be- 
tween Miami and Atlanta. New link will permit originations from | 
Miami and is being pressed into service in time for the Orange Bow] | 
football game New Year’s Day in Miami. TV signals will travel via 
co-ax between Miami and Jacksonville and then utilize an existing link 
from there to Atlanta, where the connection will be made with the 
nationwide network. 


CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 


San Antonio—Joseph K. Harry, tor, respectively. Now the trio has 
has been named new commercial | wound up together again in the 
manager here for KCOR. Harry | same capacities in the Milwaukee, 
comes here from a similar post at | Hearst station, WISN. After Peck | 
KTXN, Austin, |took over the WISN helm, he made 

——. | the appointments. 

Falfurries, Tex.—Ben L. Parker ‘ aa cin 
has applied to the FCC for a li-| _Minneapolis —Jansky & Bailey, 
cense to operate a new standard | Washington consulting radio engi- 
broadcast outlet here. He is seek-|D€ers, are being employed by the 
ing facilities on 940 kilocyeles with | U- of Minnesota to help survey ed- 
a day power of 500 watts. He esti-| cational TV possibilities in the 
mates cost of the outlet to be | State, serving as consultants to the 
$15,010. Parker is 50% owner in /Stitution’s staff members. 

KBOP, Pleasonton. ze ee 
a New Orleans — Julian Monroe, | 

Youston—Al McKinley will take | ©/@ssical music deejay at WJBW 
over duties as m.c. of the “Mid-| Pere, has resigned to join the staff 
night on Main Street” series spon- of WGMS, Washington. Monroe 
sored by Stuart’s Drive-In here, | “0Uld do descriptions of complete 
McKinley will broadcast from a| °Peras from the stage of Municipal | 
special studio atop the drive-in| 4Uditorium and interviews with 
nightly from 11:30 p.m. to 6 a.m, | Concert stars. 

Broadcasts are on KTHT here. 














over Thursday (21) as new program | 






lsuch as, for example, Rodeo Ralf 
New Orleans—Harry Gage took Smith. 


Mi adi : - ; 
inneapolis—When radio station | director of WTIX. He is former | 


WDGY e marehi 
DGY ‘here changed ownership, | chief announcer. of _WSM-FM, 


Harrv . 
ond James ieee S. Cohen | Nashville. He has also worked | 
ames E. McGovern resigned | professionally in radio dramatics. | 


fi j . 

Menace. Stat. They were general | Gage succeeds Leslie Stein. 
d ager, sales.promotion manager 

and news and special events direc- 


Minneapolis — Radio _ station 
WLOL here has appointed Jergen 
Nash of KDHL, Fairbault, Minn., 




















Answer to— 


RADIO-MUSIC QUIZ: 


MURRAY ROSS | Heusten—Humble Oil & Refin- 


directs the music for “DREAM | ing Co, will sponsor the telecasting 
HARBOR" on ABC—10:15 p.m of 12 Southwest Conference foot- 
roe | ball games this fall. First telecast 
— is scheduled for Sept. 21. Due to 
: conference rules prohibiting tele- 
HEA cast of the game unless it is a sell- 
TRE CIRCUIT BOOKER /out, Humble films one or more of 
Available for TV ‘the outstanding games for telecast- 
jing the following day. 


Experienced in FILM BUYING, BOOK- Games will be telecast on 


ING and 
TV, covunang I Ek A stone teat aoe | WOAI-TV, San Antonio; KPRC- 
== important chain. Address Box}, lV, here; WFAA-TV, Dallas; 

+ Variety, New York. |WBAP-TV, Fort Worth, and 


'KRLD-TV, Dallas. 


ing news for various Minnesota 
| stations for five years. 












































Richard Lewellen 
of "HAIR RAISING TALE” 
Fame 


Currently Completing 
“STRANGE 


and 
UNUSUAL TALES” 
Radio and TV Series for RYBUTOL 


MGT.: Geo. Greif & Associates 
£285 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood, Collif. 
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“+e @eeeeweeweeeeener ere eneeeeare 


| as news editor, He’s been report- | 


would a formal and explicity find- 


disloyal,’ Cushing wrote. 





TVA Malling 


Continued from page 23 =e 





ing by the board that the person is 


‘ “Such an adverse report,’ Cush- 
Ing memo continues, “would have 





Houston U. Gets Educ’l TV Permit; 


Likely 1st Noncomm’] Outlet on Air 


Washington, Aug. 26. oil royalties, amounts to about 


The seventh noncommercial edu- | $400,000 aanually. 


more of the character of a finding| cation TV station was authorized| In addition, The Cullen Founda- 





that a man is a bad ‘security risk’ | jast week when the FCC granted | 


as against a finding that he is ‘dis- 
loyal The first is much less dam- 
aging.” 


lar lists, Cushing said, ‘These 
naked lists contain ne collateral in- 
formation or background by which 
to judge, in terms of possible dis- 
loyalty, how significant any indi- 
vdual listing is.” 

In his intro, the Cornell prof said, 
“Self-appointed censors of othe 


people’s loyalty, capitalizing on this 


tion has given the’ university 
$5,000,000 for building construc- 


the joint application of the U. of | tion, feom which the school’s FM 
Houston and the Houston public) station was established. 

Citing “Red Channels” and simi-| School system tor a VHF outlet in| 
Houston. 

Likely to be the first educational | will have to await appropriations 
station on the air, the project will, from state ‘egislatures involved 
be financed, in part, by Hugh Cul-| The first educational permit—to 
len, multimillionaire Texas oil} the Kansas State College of Agri- 
man who has made lavish contribu-| culture at Manhattan, Kan was 
tions to the U. of Houston. Pres- | granted on the basis of authoriza- 
ent 
the Cullen family, in the form of to file the application. 


Construction of the other six 
noncommercial stations authorized 


income to the university from | tion by the State Board of Regents 











disturbed state of the public mind, 
have wholly discarded the time- 
honored American doctrine that a | 
man is innocent until proved guilty, | 
and are using thfeats of economic | 
boycotts and virtual intimidation | 
to induce advertisers and sponsors | 
to drop, or not to employ, enter- 
tainers on the basis of charges of 
disloyalty or Communist affiliation 

which are frequently unsupported | 
by facts or evidence, or which are} 
subtly implied by circulating lists 
of entertainers ‘duped’ into joining 
questionable organizations.” 


St. Paul Station Stressing | 
Oldtime Music, Religion | 
Ends First Year in Black’ 


Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 

A Twin Cities area radio station 
that spins out nothing but western 
and oldtime music and religious 
fare all day long has finished its 
first year of operation well in the 
black, according to its owners, Al, 
Vic and Nick Tedesco. 

It's WCOW, located a half-block | 
from the South St. Paul stockyards. | 
It celebrated its first anniversary 
with a birthday party, and 4,000 of 
its listening audience flocked into 
its tiny studio during the day. At 
night, the owners had friends and 
advertisers as their guests and pro- 
vided recorded polkas for dancing. 

Aside from a thin stack of Guy 
Lombardo unlettered disks, WCOW 
doesn’t have a pop record in the 
place. All of the station’s shows 
comprise recordings and the Lom- 
bardo records are used as buffers 
between hillbilly programs and 
religious programs in cases where 
the switch from one to the other 
might be considered too abrupt. 

As a gag, everybody on the sta- 
tion’s staff, including the business 
office, has taken a western name, 





Considering the fact that WCOW 
is located in an area serviced by 
two television stations, KSTP and 
WCCO, fed by the coaxial cable, its 
financial showing is considered by 
local radio circles as all the more 
commendable. 

The Tedescos also own radio sta- 
tion WKLJ in nearby Sparta, Wis., 
located in the same TV belt. They 
recently sold WKLK in Cloquet, 
Minn. They’re the newest appli- 
cants for a Twin Cities area TV 
station permit, asking for ultra- 
high frequency channel 17, and 
they're the only applicants for 
either of the two UHF channels | 
allotted to the Twin Cities. 

If they're granted the TV li-| 
cense, they say they'll have to) 
launch a campaign to get viewers 
to buy UHF equipped sets or to 
have UHF tuners added to present 
sets. They'd confine their programs 
mainly to sports and +«sterns, they 
say. 








Ex-Spokane Manager 
Buys ABC Reno Station 


Reno, Aug. 26. 
Radio station KWRN, ABC affili- 
ate, was sold this week by Nevada 
Radio Television, Inc., to Franz) 


Robischon, former manager of} 
station KXLY in Spokane. Sale is 
still subject to FCC approval and | 





‘no price has been revealed. 


Station had had a strike against 
it by the I1.B.E.W. since early this} 
year. Donald Reynolds, one of the | 
owners of Nevada Radio Television, 
Inc., was unable to reach an “ 


|ment with the union. The new 


owner has just settled with the | 


' electrical workers. 


in a — — 























Our ABC radio family is proud to welcome the O-Cedar fam- 
ily of homemaking products to the Breakfast Club. yo 
Monday, September 8, the O-Cedar Corporation of Chicago 
will sponsor the first quarter hour on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. 

At the same time the Philce Corporation of Philadelphia will 
begin its seventh consecutive year as sponsor of the fourth 
quarter hovr. 

Swift & Company, who have been with us around the break- 
fast table since February, 1941, will continue te sponsor the 
second end third quarter hours. 

To all we say “thanks for your confidence.” 


Adon Mn Wecte 


a 
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DON McNEILL’S . § 
BREAKFAST CLUB 


Coast to Coast ® Monday thru Friday, ABC 
8 to 9 A.M., CDT, RADIO 


Sponsored by Swift & Co. @ Philco © O-Cedar 
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Wil Rossiter, Oldest Cleffer in U. S., 
Honored at Chicago Music Festival 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 
Chicagoland Music Festival, | 
yearly promotion of the Chicago} 


and publisher, Will Rossitér. In | 


addition, at a luncheon held Friday 


(22), a portion of the Warner Bros. | 
/on production numbers, consumes 


pic, “I'll See You in My Dreams,” 
which deals with the life of Gus 
Kahn and Rossiter’s early days as 
a song publisher here was shown. 
Paul Cunningham, director and 
secretary of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers, presented him with a scroll. 

Still active at 85, and in his 62d 
year as a publisher, Rossiter is 
currently working on a revival of | 
an oldie, “At the End of a Sweet | 
Trail,” which was written 30 years | 
ago by Ethel Hanson. Under the 
name of W. R. Williams, which he 


uses for all of his own composi- | 


tions, he wrote “You Haven't 
Changed” several years ago, but 


didn’t plug it until recently, due! 
to the death of his wife two years | 


ago. In addition, he’s just penned | 


“It’s More Blessed to Give Than | 


Receive,” one of the more serious | 
songs he’s done in recent years. 
Of the more than 2,000 es in | 


; his catalog, Rossiter has written 
| about 500 either by himself or in| 
collaboration with others. 


While Rossiter two years ago! 
Tribune, last weekend honored the | told Varrery that modern methods | 
country’s oldest composer, author | of song plugging and radio killed | 
the life of the modern song, he} 
| doesn’t feel that way about tele- 


vision. Teevee, with its emphasis 


fewer tunes, and video as a whole, 


he believes, isn’t depending upon | 


music for 24-hour-a-day diet as 
does radio. Hence, the current 
tunes will have a longer life. 
Rossiter started in business in 
1890 with a tune of his own, “Sweet 
Nellie Bawn,” which all the pub- 


| lishers had turned down. With its | 
success he decided to continue in | 
ithe dual capacity of composer- | 


| publisher. The early hits he issued 
were smashes like “Some of These 


| Days,” “Darktown Strutters Ball,” 


“Meet Me Tonight in Dreamland,” 


“The Vamp,” and “Turkey in the | 


Straw.” His biggest triumph, “I'd 
Love to Live in Loveland,” has 
been revived frequently. 





Concert pianist Claudio Arrau 
left N. Y. for Salzburg Saturday 


'(23) and a subsequent tour of 


South Africa. 





Director. Alphabetically listed. 


vou Bettigue Me ...<:....... 


tT Filmusical. 





* Legit musical. 


Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Index. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 


Survey Week of August 15-21 


Auf Wiederseh’n Sweetheart ..........cccccccess Hill & R 
Blue Tango ...... oe hse b Wane Cie ies 6h be 00600008 Mills 
Botch-A-Me..... oe abe ate Pye Ne Saas Ge eeute bos e0 SAOMS 
Delicado........ axdehseods as 6iba 4 6600 TUTEETL eee 
Gy... sa <s eeeer. ree, tee eo eerrey eee Cy 
OGGy Goody ~% .os4 dc cccce besdbon éiivaee cecececee -DeSylva-B-H 
Half As Much ..... See iwld-tie eéen 9 reek 
Here Comes That Mood . Pee oe édubwetee< choc eae 

were In Ty Heart .4.wcesceces’ ee ee ee 

SE MEN 4.0.41d's wird Gdeee ects ose bebe emeees sds ae 

I'll Forget You....... Migesenevew aed Soe eden 6 eeeee WitMmark 

> Se BR er ee icoeegeetohes BURN 

UT ROMA, . 0:05 Feo men dbase bas c¥ase 6ces + Ge cleo ccs AL 
Lovely To Look ‘At . geet ke Ceaatas se eed obeeeed Harms 

a SN, Sa > ade Goce n vee daetwarece be vedve Famous 

RM, TOOGBR. oh os cud sece De dks Ve Mite a 450 Cie e eee a Bregman-V-C 
Maybe.. a 6SRG cheb do Res cedkwedeeeg me 

My Love and Devotion. rere “Py ee LWvess e+eeeees Shapiro-B 
DS, bs Ee Bes veto has he ele 6s oF 8's 6668 «6s ae 

Roses Of Yesterday Ns See Fy FOR Fe or eeee. Berlin 
Singin’ In the Rain—?“‘Singin’ In the Rain”..\....-Robbins 
MI a ess UES bs wre 4n Oe 6p a0 0866086 -...-Am Academy 
So Madly In Love ........+.... Setacs os eoeeeeee- Shapiro-B 
Somewhere Along Way........ SUSdeeeccoteodoces UMIUe 
Sweetest Words I Know........ bdWeke deedee sees due 

Walkin’ My Baby Back Home...... baste e Sas a's «+.+» DeSylva-B-H 
SE By Sa eee tok eo eee ee eee . Young - 


Wish You Were Here—*“Wish You Were Here”.... Chappell 
‘re srvveeye Remick 


Zing a Little Zong—i“‘Just POP WOM: . cs 6s coosees Urvan 
Second Group 
EES 100s 5 av aeaace Caaamenetss kan secccccees Peer 
mm i In. Love........: PT eT pe 0 cde gees cs PAMOUS 
nr COG BOG. . vc'cubd tadeoes Co caceeeuaces WOM 
CE? 6 66.5.5. 5 0 see 8 ewes eee Fvetien reek re 
Doodletown Fifers. $0066 0eceseceeeccetoeonenaenen 
For the Very First “Time Weg 04s 00csCadsbavtes@eal Berlin 
Rk ee Ra ae a eee err rere eescces Advanced 
a eacoecesececeges MGLIN 
High Noon—7“High Noon” .......... onerdeneceonae eit 
S Ee wdc. ce ok oes es ota WErTTET TCT og 
In The Good Old Summer Time..........eeeee0- Marks 
Just For You—i“Just For You”............. eee Burvan 
ores, tas sok cae chet hese ows i cinta Duchess 
ere P 00eeae Burvan 
Se a ID. a Pare a6 660 cS cman cone sees LOGS 
LE, WEE. unk bende v caderices bias eeesenes ae 
TE He <5 2 Gas dies ea oss a eee ean cokes me Marks 
OEE SE OSE Ae ee ene ey Robbins 
This Is Beginning Of the End ye reeee yy werr Terre Robbius 
Till the End of the World................ reer ye Southern 
Vanessa ... eh ee a ee ae ... Morris 
Watermelon Weather. Finackeess' othe edae eee cas Morris 
eres GO TROUIIININO.. nc. ss coc ch anemewtl cess. Goday 
Top 10 Songs On TV 

Auf Wiederseh’n Sweetheart ................00... Hill & R 
DORMS ook 5 cede ee de Ole ik ie dae bee +... Mills 
Ree Ee UNS 6g Sow. so oss Vaundoe nee s ...- Gallico 
ot ee tedesese OUR 
it A ee ie eee 2 oie Mellin 

I Hear the Bluebells —_- Pe PE ee re et oe wages Leeds 
lll Walk Alone ..... bien €edep 6% eee wirteee Mayfair 
BME eds dn bc +0045 Sead deo eee Famous 
SO OP vs cbs cb os tae pec. eh ek, Lee ee Robbins 
Wish You Were Here—*‘ ‘Wish You Were Here" .,..Chappell 
i" FIVE TOP STANDARDS 

ine and Dandy ; .. Harms 

Getting To Know You Pstaekeeds Williamson 
re Oe ey Care a eee ae. New World 
There's No Business L ike Show Business saeeaeses Berlin 
Tiger Rag EEC E TT eee PRE oe Big Feist 
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Survey of retail disk best 
sellers, based on reports ob 
tained from leading stores in 
12 cities a:d showing com- 
parative sales rating for this 
and last week. 








Week Ending 
August 23 


_ Artist, Label, , Title 





iNew York—(Davega Stores) 











Los Angeles—(Denel’s Mus. Shop) 





Boston—(Boston Music Co.) 


Minneapolis—(Don Leary) 


Chicago—(Hudson Ross) 


—| RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS | 



































VER A LYNN (London) 


~ 

“~ ~ 
ails 8 

‘a 
e|eis|_/8 
Beis/4/3/s/- 
SiSielisinielr 
a ° arr 
= Fisia 2oj/3/isi? 
Pielgisieiiisl: 
i } Sa :~zSs iz t.& 
Si li yi =| 
e eislizlgidir 
2ieziVisisi<| p 
sBis/ylelzi</P 
bo = aie istiel i 
elsei8iSi sig afi 
ais i ZieiSislisin 
— i = | @ 
SiSiSiS/8 Sle] 2 
Mimw@iSiAinifi6d| gs 


_ 
| 


| 
































































































































1 “Auf Wiederséh’n—1227..-...... ee se. —— 2 ££ ) « 90 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) Sn 
4 “Wish You Were Here”—20-4830. 5 1 v7 6 £ 2 8 ¢ 67 
FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) a 
5 “High Neon”—S0770 ........:... 1 9 ; s 4 61 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Col) — 
2 “Half As Much”—39710 .. a 10 e 3 4 ..". . 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Col) a 
3 “Botch-a-Me”—39767 ........... 6 aw oe 4 3 50 
JO STAFFORD (Columbia) on 
9 “You Belong to Me”—39811...... 2 2 ar 37 
F. LAINE-DORIS DAY (Col) oo 
6 “Sugarbush”—39693 in 8 ear ere a 4 8 3 
JOHNNIE RAY (Columbia) has 
10 “Walkin’ My Baby Home”—39750 9 4 9 Ss @ 8 fi 
NAT. COLE (Capitol) ; . 
12 “Somewhere Along Way”—2069 . 8 5 9 38 10 30 
PERCY FAITH (Columbia) 
7 “Delicado” —39708 is Lis ae 7 2 4 6 ~~, 9 
AL MARTINO (BBS) 
8 “Here In My Heart”— ee OE Sey igs Heros 10 4 5 ® 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 5 
“I'm Yours’ "—20-4680........26- 8 5 17 
SLIM WHITMAN (Imperial) 
14 “Indian Love Call” —8156 . 13 
LEROY ANDERSON (Decca) 
12 “Blue Tango’’—40220.. rr 8 2 13 
HUGO WINTERHALTER (V icon 
13 “Vanessa’ "—20-4691 .. - 7 os 12 
SAMMY KAYE (Columbia) 
14 “Walkin’ te Missouri’—39769.... 4 
JOHNNIE RAY (Columbia) 
11 “All of Me”—39788 Spears 3 8 
KAY STARR (Capitol) 
“Fool, Fool, Fool”—2151 Eee 3 8 
TONY BENNETT (Columbia) 
“Here in My Heart”—39745 Toe 4 3 8 
ARTHUR GODFREY (Columbia) 
“] Love Girls”—39792.. wate ceed - . 6 
l 2 wigs | 5 
} BIG BAND BASH JOHNNIE @AY aise fang LOOK | SINGIN’ IN THE WITH A SONG IN 
F I V a T O Pp Billy May ALBUM | RAIN | MY HEART 
Capitol Columbia Hellwoed Cast | Hollywood Cast Jane Froman 
M-G-M ‘ani 
ALBUMS KCF-329 pits M-G-M-113 SDN-309 
DCN-329 C2-88 K-113 KDF-309 
L-329 B-2-88 E-113 L-309 
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HERE IN MY HEART (13) (Mellin) 


ZING A LITTLE ZONG (Burvan) 
FOOL, FOOL, FOOL (Progressive) 


LOVER 


KISS OF FIRE (15) (Duchess) 


HIGH NOON (Feist) 
SO MADLY IN LOVE (Shapiro-B) .. Sree 
I'M YOURS (13) (Algonquin) 


WALKIN’ TO MISSOURI (Hawihorne) 
(5) (Famous) 


BLUE TANGO (19) (M.Is) 


I MAY HATE MYSELF IN THE MORNING (Valando) .. 
IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMER “IME (Marks) 
SMOKE RINGS (Am Academy)...... 
SHOULD I (Robbins) 

ROSANNE (ABC) 


SER ERA Lee ESE eee eres ae SP ee 
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varie | () Best Sellers on Coin-Machines eet i ® 


$4 4446466444664 9OOO44444 444004 
4. BR! . SPT eee London 
1, AUF WIEDERSEH'N (10) (HIN-R)... 2... 2.0... ee eee eee Bide Hound ....... Mercury 
2. WISH YOU WERE HERE (3) (Chappell)........... Eddie Fisher .......... Victor 
3. BOTCH-A-ME (8) (Hollis) ............ 2... ceeeeeee Rosemary Clooney ....Columbia 
4. HALF AS MUCH (11) (Acuff-R) .................. Rosemary Clooney ....Columbia 
Nat (King) Cole ...... Capitol 
5. SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY (2) (United) ............. t Tony Bennett... ... Columbia 
6. SUGARBUSH (5) (Schirmer) __. Frankie Laine-D. Day . Columbia 
bia 
‘1. WALKIN’ MY BABY ME stva-B- j Johnnie Ray > 
BACK HOME (14) (DeSylva-B-H) | Nat (King) Cole. ....5. Capitol 
ee ee nee P. Como-E. Fisher ...... Victor 
es Hugo Winterhalter ... Victor 
10. DELICA 3) (Ww \P. Faith ...... Columbia 
i i ED See ae see )S. Kenton .. Capitol 


{ Al Martino as 
| Tony Bennett Columbia 


Bing Crosby-J. Wyman . Decca 
) ee Capitol 
Lo ovete TVTRT TTL PP 
1k banine ss. MGM 
( Frankie Laine ......- Columbia 
| Bill Hayes —.....--- MGM 
Georgia Gibbs .....-- Mercury 
\ Eddie Fisher .......- — 
|} Don Cornell .....-- Cora 
Sammy Kaye Columbia 
Pegay Lee-G. Jenkins Decca 
\ Leroy Anderson i ~— 


)} Hugo Winterhalter . 
Betty McClaurin Derow 
Les Paul-Mary Ford ..- Capitol 
Les Paul-Mary Ford C1 
Four Aces 


Vic Damone 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 101 
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Current Ballad Resurgence May Be 
Beginning of End for Gimmick Disks 


Resurgence of ballad clicks in+¢ 


the market recently is seen in trade 
circles as indicating a minimization 
of gimmick sounds for upcoming 
platter product. Breakthrough of 
such ballads as “Somewhere Along | 
The Way,” “Half As Much” and | 
“you Belong To Me” during the ; 
past couple months may also in- 
dicate a reversal in the public’s 
platter buying tastes. 

Ballad entries have been getting 
wider acceptance by the record 
companies’ artists and repertoire 
toppers who, heretofore, concen- 
trated on tunes which would lend 
themselves to unusual sound treat- 
ment. The a&r men now are giv- 
ing ballads priority treatment, as- 
signing their top. artists to the 
tunes. 

The top disk showcasing given 
the ballads also is having a posi- 
tive effect on sheet sales. In con- 
trast to the click gimmick wax- 
ings which had little effect on the 
tune’s sheet-sale value, the bal- 
lads have been going strong on all 
levels. In the past both pubs and 
diskery toppers would worry about 
a release not getting off to fast 
start but now they’ve found that 
a ballad etching can move out 
slowly into the hit list bracket 
whereas a gimmick record has to 
get away fast or not at all. 

An example is “Somewhere 
Along The Way,” which was cut 
by Nat (King) Cole on Capitol and 
Tony Bennett on Columbia. Disks 
were released in March and moved 
slowly not showing up in the dis- 
click brackets until late in June. 
Tune’s been climbing steadily 
since with sheet sales moving up 
proportionately. It’s now getting 
hefty plugs via remote perform- 
ances, and radio and TV programs 
are pencilling it for network show- 
casing. These plugs are having a 
tremendous impact on_ further 
building the disk and platter sales. 

Although “Half As Much” via 
the Rosemary Clooney etching for 
Columbia and the Patti Page 
(Mercury) and Jo Stafford (Colum- 
bia) workovers of “You Belong To 
Me” moved out faster than “Along 
The Way,” it’s expected that they'll 
pull in the same kind of radio and 
tele plugs to keep them in the hit 
brackets for some time. 


Kassner Split 
British Ti 
. D 

Returning from a six-week trip 
abroad, Ed Kassner, partner with 
Jack Robbins in J. J. Robbins & 
Sons Music, disclosed that he has 
broken up his partnership with 
British publisher Sydney Bron in 
a number of British and Continen- 
tal firms. Kassner Was formerly a 
publisher in Britain but is cur- 
rently residing in the U.S. 

In his split with Bron, Kassner 
ook over ownership of Kassner 
Music, Lennox Music, Larry Spier, 
Inc, and Grosvenor Music, all in 
u gland. Bron took over Yale 

usic, Hit Songs and Bron Music. 
> ae also assumed full owner- 
Ger In a couple of French and 
€rman affiliates. Noel Rogers has 

‘*n named by Kassner to head 
lang vO lishing ventures in Eng- 
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Thomas Donates Wax Coin | 
In Inter-Faith Gesture 


Danny Thomas took anether step | 


his Campaign to promote inter- 
“ th relations this week by arrang- 
fore nave the royalty coin of his | 
of jeoming RCA-Vietor etchings | 

Jewish hymns donated to the 
Jude Hospital 


fai | 


Foundation, | 
omas is cutting .“Kol Nidre” 
Hosh Kevano,” two of the 
Which he’s singing in the 


and 
tunes 





Peer Repacts Selvin 


Ralph Peer, head of Peer Inter- 
national, repacted Ben Selvin last 
week to an additional term as gen- 
eral manager of the Peer music 
firms. 


Selvin has been in that post for 
the past two years. 


Victor Deal For 
‘Aida Cast Album 
Involves No Coin 


Manie Sacks’ deal for a Victor 
album of “My Darling Aida,” legit 
version of the Verdi opera which 
Robert Joseph is producing, is on 
a no-money basis. It’s part of the 
new trend against any large invest- 


ments as insurance to land an al- 
bum. “Those days are over,”’ says 
the RCA veepee, who points to the 
fact that only a “Call Me Madam” 
was able to offsei the large losses 
incurred by the company. 

Charles Friedman will stage 
“Aida” and Dorothy Sarnoff will 
have the femme lead. Producer is 
the son of N. Y. City Comptroller 
Lazarus Joseph. 


Sacks observes that the large cost 
of production albums has cooled 
off all diskeries in these fancy in- 
vestments—not just RCA Victor. 
With the exception of Decca’s 
“Guys and Dolls” or its prede- 
cessor “Oklahoma,” and Colum- 
bia’s “South Pacific’ and “Pal 
Joey,” which was actually made 
long before the revival as a mer- 
chandising idea by Goddard Lie- 
berson, and a handful of others, 
the costs are prohibitive. 


The albums are on a 10% roy- 
alty and unless a big seller the 
diskery can’t make any coin con- 
sidering the $20,000 it costs to pro- 
duce an album. If the show’s a flop, 
as with “Seventeen” for example, 
RCA’s loss ran to $40,000, because 
of its angeling investment of $15,- 
000 to $20,000. In actuality before 
an album can start to pay out RCA 
has been 30 and 35G in the box 
between its production investment 
and the cost of producing the al- 
bum, 

In actuality it’s cheaper to do a 
hit show in album form by a com- 
petent house stock company, as 
happened with Col’s “Pal Joey” 
(before the current revival), or 
other companies with their respec- 
tive versions of “Finian’s Rain- 
bow,” “Pacific,” and “King and I” 
among others. 

In the case of “Madam,” inci- 
dentally, for all its big investment, 
RCA’s “original cast” album pro- 
duction had to be done sans Ethel 
Merman, because she was tied to 
Decca exclusively. Victor's cast 
album version of “Wish You Were 
Here,” incidentally, is also showing 
a promising sales pace since its 
release a couple of weeks ago. 








Lieberson Back This Wk. 


From European Trek 
Goddard Lieberson, Columbia 
Records exec vice-prexy, is due 
back at Col’s New York home- 


office this week after a two-month | 


business trip to Europe. While 
abroad, Lieberson wrapped up 
Col’s new deal with the Phillips 
Co. of Holland and which the lat- 
ter will distribute Col’s masters 
in England and the Continent. 

Lieberson also studied the talent 
and repertory situation in Britain, 
Sweden, Norway, Denmark, France 
and Switzerland. 


M-G-M Inks Herb Kenny 
Further bolstering its pop artists 





ROCAP-ITES ALGO 
POINT 10 O1aKa 


Writers-members of the”Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers are losing out in 
the battle for air performance 
time to cleffers affiliated with 
Broadcast Music, Inc. Although 
the logging figures are still in the 
process of compilation for sundry 
legal arguments, unofficial figures 
place the ratio of BMI to ASCAP 
tunes in some areas at 4-1. That 
proportion is reported to exist in 
the smaller-town indie and web- 
affiliated stations with a slightly 
less unfavorable ratio to ASCAP in 
the major key-city outlets. 

ASCAP writers claim that this 
| 4-1 ratio in favor of BMI is the 
| key explanation to the class of 
songs which have dominated the 
hit lists for the past couple of 
years. Due to the fact that the 
younger cleffers in BMI are getting 











claimed that the ASCAP veterans, 
who have written the top stand- 
ards of the past few decades, are 
not getting enough showcasing. 
The situation has started the 
chicken-or-the-egg controversy all 
over again. BMI supporters con- 
tend that their dominance is due 


(Continued on page 44) 


Demand for Small 
Units Tops Supply 


With prospects of a healthy fall 
season in the offing for small com- 
bos, agencies are currently prowl- 
ing for cocktail units to fill the 
flock of bookings which already are 
beginning to open up. General 
Artists Corp., for instance, claims 
that the field is wide open for new 
units to crack through and is con- 
stantly auditioning tyro combos. 

Biggest demand, the agency re- 
ports, is for instrumental trios fea- 
turing a femme singer. Cocktailer- 
ies and hotel spots are constantly 
sending in requests for this type 
of combo and the agency has had 
trouble in filling the dates. Com- 
bos featuring comedy material are 
also getting top bids because of 
the paucity in the genre. In the 
strictly instrumental groove, 
agency claims that it’s become a 
virtually easy job to line up a 
solid season for its properties 
since biz in hotels and cocktail 
rooms has been cn a steady upbeat. 

Another aspect in small combo 
upbeat is the important role being 
taken on by organs in the instru- 
mentalization of the unit. Accord- 
ing to cocktail room operators, 
trios which use an organ as its 
main rhythm instrument belt out 
a sound comparable with a large 
orch and impress their clientele. In 
the past couple of months the com- 
bos have been cued by agencies to 
drop the piano and include an or- 
gan in their setup. 


Decca Dips Into Catalog 
For 3-Speed Pop Series 


Decca Records is dipping into its 
back catalog for a new higher- 
priced “Curtain Call” series of pop 
disks which will feature top per- 
formers on numbers most closely 
identified with them. 

Series is being issued on all 
three speeds, with the 78s being 
' pressed on vinylite, which will sell 
| for $1 instead of the usual 89¢ price 
|for pops. Most of the sides were 
'cut out of the Decca catalog years 
}ago and disk jockeys who wanted 
| to play Bing Crosby's “When The 
| Blue of the Night Meets the Gold 
| of the Day” found the number un- 
available, 

Besides Crosby, first releases in 
'the “Curtain Call” series includes 
| two sides apiece by Eddie Cantor, 
Jimmy Durante, with Eddie Jack- 











‘arner Bros, remake of “The Jazz| stable, M-G-M Records last week | son, the Mills Bros., the Ink Spots, 


nett.” St. Jude, incidentally, is | 
omas’ patron saint. i 


inked Herb Kenny to a longterm 
pact. 


the Andrews Sisters, Sophie Tuck- 
jer and Ted Lewis. 


AT 


BMI RADIO PLUGS TOP ASCAP | 





the bulk of the air breaks, it’s’ 





Major Diskers Await Clarification 


Of Law Before Acting on Price-Cuts 





Rush That Hit 

Further pointing up the disk 
jockey need for topflight plat- 
ters to hold his listeners was 
the phone call that came from 
a Boston deejay to a major 
diskery’s artists & repertoire 
topper. 

What's happening down 
_there?” the jockey asked, “I 
haven't had a hit in weeks.” 








Big Biz Seminar 


By RCA Stresses 
‘Extended Play’ 45 


Pegged onto the _ slogan of 
“Music Is Big Business,’”’ RCA Vic- 
tor climaxed a nationwide series 
of retailer “seminars” in New 
York Monday night (25) at the 
Essex House with over 400 metro- 
politan dealers attending. Execs 
of both Victor and its N. Y. dis- 
tributor, Bruno, Inc., presented the 
fall merchandising program at the 
biggest of the meets held in 48 
key cities during the past two 
weeks, 

Main pitch at the session was 
made for Victor’s new “extended 
play” 45’s, with which Victor is 
aiming to give another spurt to 45 
sales. With N. Y. 45 sales lagging 
behind other territories, Victor 
execs are seeking to boost the 
local 45 rpm average from above 
its 20% level via the 45 EP ad- 
vertising peg, ‘“More music for less 
money.” 

Victor execs pointed out that be- 
fore the introduction of the new 
turntable speeds, the sale of single 
records accounted for 65% of the 
classical music business, with al- 
bum sales in the minority. Cur- 
rently, the situation is, reversed, 
with albums accounting for 70% of 
all sales. The 45 EP’s are designed, 
according to Victor, to recover the 
“man with the dollar bill.” The 
new 45 EPs will sell for $1.40 for 
pops and $1.50 for Red Seal. 

The new Victor “Bluebird” label 
for classical disks also was spot- 
lighted as marking the company’s 
entry into the low-priced long-play 
line. New Bluebird platters will 
sell for $2.95 and will feature the 
standard classical repertory. The 
initial release consists of 25 al- 
bums in both 45 and 33 rpm 
speeds 

Victor also announced an inno- 
vation in the kiddie disk field. Un- 
der juve artists & repertory chief 
Steve Carlin, Victor has come up 
with a new “6 in 1” album for $1 
which will include one 45 rpm disk 
or two 78 rmp platters plus the 
story, a coloring book, punchout 
puppets and memberships in the 
Victor “Little Nipper Club.” 
Twelve albums are being released 
as part of this new series. New 
series, incidentally, marks the first 


(Continued on page 53) 





M-G-M in Longhair Bid 
With New 12-Inch Line 


In a move to gain a stronger 
foothold in the classical disk field, 
M-G-M Records is prepping its 
initial 12-inch long play release. 
Heretofore, the diskery has been 
hitting the classical market with 
10-inch LPs only. 

The first 12-inch LP, which is 
skedded for Sept. 5, will be Ed- 
vard Grieg’s “Peer Gynt Suite No. 
1” and “Norwegian Dances.” Disk 
was etched by the Philharmonic 


* The major disk companies will 


make their move to wipe out price- 
cutting: on the retail level as soon 
as the Federal Fair Trade Law gets 
the necessary legal clarification. 
Plans for the earliest possible 
implementation of the new Federal 
legislation was indicated Monday 
night (25) by Irving Sarnoff, vice- 
prexy of Bruno, Inc., RCA Victor’s 
N. Y. distributors, in his talk to a 
group of metropolitan retailers at 
the Essex House. 


Sarnoff pointed out that three 
aspects of the law are being 
questioned by the disk companies 
before they engage in the expense 
of entering fair trade agreements 
with retailers in each state. First 
aspect is whether the new law 
fakes precedence over regulations 
of the Office of Price Stabilization, 
whose ceilings for some stores are 
based on the 30% discount. Sec- 
ondly, the majors are not clear 
whether the law applies to mer- 
chandise purchased before the 
statute’s enactment. If it doesn't, 
the disk companies are wondering 
how they can separate the old from 
the new merchandise if they decide 
to enforce the law. 


Thirdly, the majors believe the 
law is vague on mail-order houses. 
If mail-order operations are still 
valid, it’s felt that a large part of 
the law’s impact on the mainten- 
ance of list prices will be vitiated. 
The mail order houses have been 
most active in the discount field 
and have spread the practice even 
into the smaller towns where list 
prices once prevailed. 


The Assn. of Record Retailers, a 
N. Y. organization, is supporting 
the majors in the latter’s attempt 
to clarify the law before taking 
any concrete steps. Some retailers 
have been squawking about the 
failure to date of the majors to 
slap down the discounters ‘but 
these have been isolated. 


M-G-M Nixes Bid 
For Disk Plant 


Frank Walker, M-G-M Records 
topper, turned down an offer for 
the M-G-M plant in Bloomfield, 
N. J., last week. Sale would have 
netted a $1,750,000 profit for 
Loew’s, Inc., parent company. Pros- 
pective purchaser, who's name 
wasn’t revealed, wanted to convert 





facturing operation. 


The diskery has been operating 
the Bloomfield plant since 1947, 


‘Just Call Me Adlai’ 
Harry Sosnik (Double) 
Sets Tunes With WB 


In line with the current vogue 
for instrumentals sparked by Le- 
roy Anderson’s orchestral clicks, 
Music Publishers Holding Corp. is 
prepping publication of a group of 
instrumental compositions by ra- 
dio-TV maestro Harry Sosnik. 
Slated for publication by the War- 
ner subsid are such Sosnik num- 
bers as “Song of the Windmill,” 
“Parade of the Goblins,” “Joggin’ 
Along,” “Heiter Skelter,” “Cinder- 
ella’s Dream,” “The Runaway 
Doll” and “Concha De Amor.” A 
lyric has also been set to “Wind- 
mill.” 

Sosnik, incidentally, closely re- 
sembles Gov. Adlai Stevenson. In 
fact, the maestro was used as a 
double for the Democratic nominee 
| for president on the Al Pearce TV 
show last week. 











Hampton San Diego Concert 
San Diego, Aug. 26. 


| Lionel Hampton will appear in a 
concert Sept. 6 at Russ Auditorium 


|Orchestra of London under the! in first of planned concert series 


| 


baton of Anatole Fistoulari. Plat- 
ter will be included in the disk- 
ery’s “Popular Classic” series, 


labeled Jazz at the Russ, promot- 
.ed by Don Howard, KSDO disk 
\ jockey. 


the plant into another type manu- . 
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ARIETY 


(Will Be Published in Mid-September) 


























Commemorating the 75th Anniversary of 
the Invention of the Phonograph Record 


e This Special VARIETY Number 
Will Coincidentally Mark The Golden 


Jubilee of RCA Victor (Originally the 
Victor Talking Machine Co.) 


* Feature Articles, Statistics, Anecdota Will 
' Be Among the Editorial Highlights 


It Will Be a Reference to the Historic 
© And Nostalgic Era of the Early Days of 
Thomas Alva Edison’s Invention and Will 
Trace the Development of a Giant Indus- 
try Into Its Present Big Business Stature 
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On the Upbeat 





New York 


29-Sept. 1 .. 


ginning at Kansas City Aug. 28) 
: and ending at South Bend., Ind., | 

Ella Fitzgerald toplines at the | Sept. 11 .. . Johnny Hodges plays 
Michigan State Fair, Detroit, Aug. | Ferndell, Dayton, week of Sept. 1; 


Colonial Tavern, Toronto, Sept. 1| Sept. 15, and then two stints at 


.. . Johnny Allegro, vocalist on 
the indie Medallion label, inked to 
personal management pact by Wwil- 
lard Alexander .. . Billy Eckstine 
opens at the Apollo Theatre, N. Y., 
Friday (29) . . . Matty Matthews is 
the new band manager for Sammy 
Kaye’s orch 
begins a three-week engagement at 
the Chase Hotel, St. Louis, Friday 
(29) . . Billy May orch into the 
Thunderbird Hotel, Las Vegas, to- 
morrow (Thurs.) for a three-week 
stand ... E. B. Marks Music pub- 
lishing a monthly cuffo institution- 
al mag. Marvin Frank is editing 
.. . Nat (King) Cole appearing at 
the Cal-Vada Lodge, Lake Tahoe, 
until Sept. 1. 


Chicago 

Blue Note has filled out its 
books for the rest of the fall with 
irving Fields and Buddy Greco 
coming in Sept. 6;.Trenier Twins, 
Oct. 10; Nellie Lutcher, 


. Henry Jerome orch | 


the Colonial, Toronto, Sept. 22... 
Beachcombers skedded for two 
weeks at Baker Hotel, Dallas, Sept 
15... Halo & Martin headline at the 
Club Boise, Boise, Sept. 7... Minda 
Lang and Kenny Milton set for a 
week’s show at the Chez Paree 
Aug. 30... Eddy Howard’s first 
location date since reforming his 
croup this summer will be at the 
Lake Club, Springfield, Ill., Sept. 
5... Lenny Colyer crosses the 
border for” an engagement at 
Basil’s, Toronto, Sept. 1. 


Pittsburgh 
Stan Kenton-Sarah Vaughan- 
King Cole package set for a one- 
nighter at The Gardens Oct. 24.. 


. Alan Dean into the | Trocaria, Columbus, the. stanza of | 


|Carmen Cavallaro booked into Bill | 


Oct. 24, | 


and Muggsy Spanier returns Nov. | 


7? with Barbara Carroll group add- 
ed Florian ZaBach added to 
Chicago Theatre bill Aug. 29... 
Nat Brandywnne takes over from 
Eddie O'Neal, who completes 
three-year run at the Palmer 
House Oct. 10. O’Neal starts a run 
at the Chase Hotel, St. Louis, the 


same day . Connie Haines 
switched from General Artists| 
Corp. to William Morris ageftey | 


last week ... Johnny Long does 
two weeks at the Chase Hotel Sept 
19 ... Jon Tillman Trio set for the 
Preview Aug. 27...“Fats” Pichon 


contracted for 17 weeks at the Vic-| following night . . 


toria Club, St. 
a Se 


Green’s for week of Oct. 6 
Luke Riley, long-time 
estro at Casino, won't be return- 
ing to the burlesque house next 
season. He’s taking his dance band 
into the Club 30 Monday (1), re- 
placing Walter Gable, who 


house ma-| 


goes 


back into the Ankara then follow- | 


ing the Baron Elliott engagement 
Ted Perry will be on the vocals 
again with Gable ... Fred Waring 
plays Syria Mosque the night of 
Sept. 24 . New trio made up of 
Frank Natale on guitar, Billy Cati- 
zone on violin and Bunny Ballock 
on accordion into the new Serpen- 
tine Bar at Greater Pittsburgh Air- 
port. Catizone stays until legit sea- 
son opens at Nixon when he re- 
turns as house leader . . Frank 


Yankovie spotted for William Penn | 


Tavern Oct. 3 and Shep Fields the 
. Local “Guest 


Louis, beginning|to Ghost” teevee program tomor- 
Norm Dygon and Ray} row night (Wed.) will use a panel 


Rio inaugurate show policy at the made up exclusively of local band- 


Colonial, St. Paul, Aug. 31 
Jimmy Palmer closes the season at 


Lakeside, Denver, week of Sept. 9 | Neill, Joey Schaffer and 


and does some one-nighters before 
going into Casa Loma Ballroom, 
St.. Louis, Sept. 23 for a frame... 

teyd Dixon does three weeks of 


- -|leaders — 


Howdy Baum, Tommy 


Carlyn, Danny Nirella, Everett 


Spitany. 





Esteban Rodriguez, manager of 


dates in midwest starting Sept. 7|Peer International's Cuban branch, 


in Kansas City . 
swings through the territory 


. Amos Milburn/| in New York this week for a three- 
be-| day huddle with firm’s brass. 
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VARIETY Scoreboard 
TOP TALENT AND TUNES — 








Coin Machines 











arrived at 


and three ways in the case of 


POSITIONS 





FRANKIE LAINE-D. DAY (Columbia) 


Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 


Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music | 


as Published in the Current Issue 


Retail Disks 


for 


=== WEEK ENDING AUGUST 23 ===}. 


NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder j- 
under a statistical 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with VARIETY. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT (de. 
veloped from the ratio of points scored: two ways in the case of talent (disks, coin machines) 


system comprising each of the 


tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet 


TALENT 


COLE (Capitol) 


(Columbia) 


AL MARTINO (BBS) eS sawed whe ehhe ss 


TUNES 


AUF WIEDERSEH'N SWEETHEART 


BABY BACK HOME 
ALONG THE WAY 


This Last 
week. week. ARTIST AND LABEL 

l ] ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Columbia) 
2 3 EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 

3 2 VERA LYNN (London) 

4 5 NAT (KING) 

5 FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) 
6 4 

7 6 JOHNNIE RAY 

8 8 PERCY FAITH (Columbia) 
9 7 

lf 10 JO STAFFORD (Columbia) 

POSITIONS 

This Last 
week. week. TUNE 

1 l 

2 2 HALF AS MUCH . 

3 5 WISH YOU WERE HERE 

4 3 BOTCH-A-ME 

5 4 WALKIN’ MY 

6 6 SOMEWHERE 

7 i) DELICADO 

8 7 BLUE TANGO 

Q HIGH NOON 
10 10 SUGARBUSH 


ee RE ) Botch-A-Me 


—<— 


| 


three major sales outlets eny 


music). 


TUNE 
(Half as Much 


{I’m Yours 
*')Wish You Were Hers 
.. Auf Wiederseh’n 
{Walkin’ My Baby Home 
**)Somewhere Along Wavy 
.. High Noon 
.. Sugarbush 
(Walkin’ My Baby Home 
** ) All of Me 
Delicado 
... Here in My Heart 
.. You Belong to Me 


PUBLISHER 
Hill-R 
Acuff-R 
Ch uppell 
Hollis 
DeSylva-B-H 
United 
Remick 
Mills 
Feist 
Schirmer 


eee eevee reneee 


eesoeoeseeneceeevetonrser 














|| BMI Tops ASCAP 


| point 


























an Continued from page 41 





to their writing for the new gen- 
eration of music buyers. They 
to the bestseller lists in 


| which BMI has been making an 


| past two years. 


exceptionally good showing for the 
The ASCAP-ites 


| maintain that BMI has the hits be- 


| 








*eeeetece tees. 
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eehbe 6668 oe oO 2 
e +e 4 ‘eer 


LOOT OPER ERE Paria 


it gets the air time. A 
| mediocre song which gets repeated 
, audience exposure is more likely to 
, break through than a class song 


| cause 


| which gets an occasional spin. In 


}actuality the deejays play the 
“most popular’ or “most ~ re- 
quested” tunes without analysis of 
their ASCAP or BMI sources, ac- 
cording to the radio people. 

Deeper implications are seen by 
some ASCAP politicos. ASCAP- 
ers point to the fact that BMI is 
owned by the broadcasters and 
hence it’s in the latter’s interest to 
stress BMI tunes against the 
ASCAP catalog. 

ASCAP has also been getting the 
shorter end of the stick in the 
disk field. An increasing number 
of BMI tunes have been showing 
up on the major platter companies’ 
releases. Since there’s a limited 


| market, the ASCAP-ers have been | 


' squeezed into a smaller and small- 
, er corner. 

The predominance of BMI tunes 
on the airlanes is especially acute 
on new releases. While ASCAP’s 
| catalog of standards by America’s 
| best composers assures an irre- 
|ducible number of spins. for 
ASCAP tunes, the writers of new 
tunes for ASCAP are finding the 
most difficulty in getting on the 
air, 


‘ a! 
“fete 


, SPITALNY APPEALS 


ness nature although revenue 
{claimed it was purely ‘‘personal. 


27G US. TAX BITE .ver*ves 0.25, wnien the ort 


| 
| Washington, Aug. 26. 
Phil Spitalny has filed an ap- 
peal with the U. S. Tax Court from 
a move by the Internal Revenue 
Bureau to collect an extra $27,200 
in taxes on the band leader’s 1945 
jincome of which Revenue § said 
$114,328 was taxable. 
Revenue Bureau claims Spitalny 
|}took too many deductions for en- 
| tertainment and rent and failed to 


report the full taxable amount. In | 


his appeal, the girl orch eonductor 
| Said he directed ‘‘a prominent, dis- 
, tinctive and highly successful or- 
| chestral organization.” In order to 
|keep -the bookings rolling in, he 
ladded, he was required to spend 
“substantial sums to entertain per- 
|sons connected with the theatrical, 
| musical, radio, vaudeville and re- 
lated fields.” 

| Spitalny said his spending for 
| such purposes was “an ordinary 
and necessary” business expense 
Which he was entitled to deduct. 
Internal Revenue nixed $1,251 of 
the entertainment expenses and 
$1,359 of deductions for rent. Spi- 
talny said this rent was of a busi- 


took down from a booking at New 
| York’s Paramount Theatre in 1945. 
|Revenue Bureau ruled that this 
|money should be directly taxable 
| to Spitalny. Band leader replied 
;in his appeal that the money was 
|paid to Hour of Charm Concerts 
Inc., and was included in the In 
|come tax return of that corporae 
ition. He said this was a legitimate 
|; corporation and that the income 
|should be taxed at the corporate 
rates, 
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’ Goldner, Tico’s artists and reper- 
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‘New Orthophonic Sound LERS Laine Joins Stafford, 
’ nd ‘ 
New Label for RCA’s RETAIL SHEET BEST SEL Mitchell as Palladium 
Longhair Technique | Clicks Via Disk Hits 
RCA Victor is coming up with) Recent click of Frankie Laine 
a new label for its recording tech- | LARIETY London's Palladium further cele 
nique in the longhair field under | R os. ire if 2 up impact of hit disk artists on live 
the title of “New Orthophonic | Survey of retdil sheet music : a ee 0. an international  s¢ 
Sound.” The ROG langue & - sal parc on reports obtained E 8 6 a § o Laine, who opened at the Pails: 
used in advertising broadsides to. anres. : “ ar ¢ ele ee a dium Aug. 18, got off to wingin 
boost the Victor releases ‘and will from leading stores in 12 cities F; % a $/8 2 ; start drawing SRO all the oar g 
probably be stamped on the en- and showing comparative sales cl, ini @ 5 -|3 8 a 7 Although it was Laine’s A 
velopes of all records. rating for this and last week. Siz i fle] oa o |&} 818] @ |] appearance in London, his rep a1, 
Victor’s move highlights the new l#le/le?@lsls 2) gilulele T ready had been firmly es! ian 
public consciousness about high Mia) Z£ié E a\ié¢ silaisiz2 % | A || via his Columbia platters Thelen 
fidelity recordings since the advent Q | & = = gi2£i¢ aqai<¢elo — | L | disks are olicko sellers in ~hewe 
of long-play records. Other com- : sic ‘ “a >I Sia si . lmaking him a hot bo oe 
panies, such as Capitol, with its National Week Ending : 8 $/4/2 2/5/28 2 2 se P |) Britain. He's booked babe the “e 
“Full Dimensional Sound” trade Ratin « i sia 3 Bil<la §\e . A 0 | pire Theatre, Glasgow ina 
mark, and London Records, with omnes August 93 Sigif#icslsleala|ZIBi/SIB « tf! Other disk eileen when’ 
its “Full Frequency Range Record- . <|6& =e | & 4 4 <|%3 Z Ss N | up big scores ot th hy hg racked 
ings,” preceded Victor in the stress This Last 5 = ¥ z 5 Elé s 5 = $ 3 T ne ase honed Bony ‘ alladtem in 
— will ane t four points in pe Tie ot Pte ZIO Sis Ele IO/HIG IIR IE! S§ Hi tord and Guy Mitchell. In their 
ictor will accent four poi ——— ———— = y ' air 
its advert‘sing campaign around the 1 1 “Auf Wiederseh’n” (Hill-R)...... Se 3. 4 8 1 3 3:2 See ee ae shellac entries are 
wit ane anes n fre. ‘ 3” “Hatt As Much” (Acuff-R)......- 53 3 ; 663 3 3 23S lure to the Eelioss. “Anotne et 
eae tag ta ag tt a 3 2 “Blue Tango” (Mills). . oseeeeee 4 9 2 2 ES. 3 es BES tration of the impact of U. 5 "dik 
respe from the outside to the 4 4 “Walkin’ My Baby Home” (D.B.H.) .. 1 5 10 > 2 See aves Ae Europe is recent poll 
inside <rooves; third, full dynamic 55 “Botch-A-Me” (Hollis)........... ea. 9 . 3 eo eee gente fir gg cuxembourg 
5 a Yr sc ij i "4 — animate apenas a os —_-—————_—-— : e ‘ 
a ol a oe gp tin ya oo 6 6 “I’m Yours” (Algonquin) - seeeees a. a> F 8 6 oS ae, BS. r 8 43 female division went — = 
Lara ain 7 11 “Wish You Were Here” (Chappell) 2 6 =. _-- 10 7 3 6 39 [Mitchell and Miss Stafford, re. 
 ——————— 8 10  “Delicado” (Remick)............ 1 10 5 9 i Ae spectively. Incidentally, oth 
9 “iss of Fire” (Duchess) 6 —— - ena 7 227 Mitchell znd Miss Stafford also are 
Rochester Honors Local So 3 - “Kies of Pare tDncnene).. «> = =. 6 > >_>: i 95 || Columbia pactees. 
Mill 10A “You Belong To Me” (Ridgeway), 3... - 3 2 F ‘is om, 
Boy Made Good—Miller | |(,—g—*Somewhere Along Way” (United) 7 6 10 .- 9 10 9 2 Es 
In recognition of - yk oon iT 9 —‘ilfiere In My Heart” (Mellin)....... . g 9 6 10 7 10 3 24 Delaney-Barton Disks 
string of hits produced at Colum- NE a eC EFT oer rT 5 Se eee ee ‘ * 3, 
bia Records, Mitch Miller, Col’s | 12_ 14 “Maybe” (Robbins). .........---- -- 10 .. 8 ; Picked Up by Coral 
artists & repertoire chief, was 13 “Lonely Wine” (Prestige)...... ra eee 5 aie A couple of sides cut by Joe De. 
given this year’s award Sunday i4. .. “High Noon” (Feist)............. 9 4 Biset 12 laney, New Orleans disk jockey, 
(24) in his hometown, Rochester, with Eileen Barton have been 
N. Y.,.a8 the city’s “outstanding | man’s lucid soprano voice gets | Picked up by Coral Records for 
native.” ae | good material in “My Love.” It’s | Telease. Delaney organized the date 
Occasion was ree of city $ iS S | a class ballad tailored for her clas- = N.O. with : ae band under 
annual “Youth Week” celebration. J cks Ju es an } | sical projection. Side gets a fine|the mame of the Mardi Gras 
—— - es orch backing. “No” is another big| Loungers as an indie venture, 
Tico’s Po Stab O / ballad which Miss Froman delivers | Titles of the numbers are “Some 
P By HERM £CHOENFELD effectively. Folks Do and Some Folks Don't” 


Making its first stab into the 
pop disk market, Tico Records, in- 
die label, last week pacted 19-year- 
old vocalist Bob Benton. Hereto- 
fore, Tico’s output had been con- 
fined to the Latino field. 

Benton’s initial four sides will 
hit the market this week. George 


toire chief, is adopting a wait-and- 
see policy before making further 
plans to increase his pop artists 








/ 

Louis Armstrong-Velma Middle- 
ton: “That’s My Desire”-“Baby, It’s 
Cold Outside” (Decca). This coup- 
ling, taped at the Louis Arm- 
strong concerts a couple of years 
ago, showcases Satchmo’s gravelled 
pipes in his most infectiously hu- 
morous style. “Desire” has spe- | 
cially strong chances to _ break | 
through despite the crowd noises, | 
while “Baby,” with some mildly 





stable. 











for a Big Hit! 


‘Mademoiselle’ 


with 


Mh 
HOWARD 


Paired with 


‘| Didn't Know 
Any Better’ 


Also Showing 
Lots of Activity 


MERCURY 


No. 5898 and 5898X45 





indigo references, could ride high 
on the jukebox ratings. Velma 
Middleton lends able comedy sup- 
port to Armstrong’s clowning on 
the latter number. 

Richard Hayes: “Yo Ho and Off 
You Go”-“If God Can Forgive Me 
Why Can’t You” (Mercury). “Yo 
| Ho” is a sea chanty with a bright 
enough square dance beat to have 
impact. Production on this side is 
firstrate with Richard Hayes’ folksy 
vocal backed up by a vivid orches- 
tral and choral arrangement. Re- 
verse is a big and somewhat heavy 
| ballad with a religioso veneer. 
| Hayes gives it a schmaltzy rendi- 
tion but its chances are doubtful. 

Harry Belafonte: “Jerry’’-‘‘Man 
Smart” (Victor). “Jerry” is a legit- 
imate folk number in the “John 
Henry” genre and gets an exciting 
workover by Belafonte, who has 
| been clicking in the nitery circuit 
with his p.d. repertory. Although 
there’s no artificial pop flavoring 
on this slice, the number has 
|; enough compelling force to garner 
|attention. “Man Smart” is one of 
| Belafonte’s most popular nitery 
| items, a Calypso tune with a clever 
lyric. Solid juke potential. 
| Billy Eckstine: “Early Autumn’- 
|*Because You’re Mine” (M-G-M). 
|“Autumn” is a lovely class ballad 
which may be handicapped by its 
| difficulty of construction in a mar- 
| ket that demands utter simplicity. 
|And how would “Stardust” have 
| fared if it were introduced current- 
ily? “Autumn” has the same qual- 
|ity, and Eckstine gives it the 
| strongest possible sendoff. ‘“Be- 
|cause You're Mine,” from the 
| Metro pic by the same title, is an- 
| Other fine ballad suitable for Eck- 
| stine’s belting. The Victor slice by 
Mario Lanza, who stars in the film, 
is due to be the main competition. 

Patti Page-Rusty Draper: “Wed- 
ding Bells”’-“Release Me” (Mer- 
cury). Mercury’s_ new vocal tan- 
dem of Patti Pag and Rusty Dra- 
per bows in with a pair of fair 
sides. “Wedding Bells” is a s0-so 





usual tricky vocalistic mannerisms 
for a straight attack. It could pay 
off. “Tormented Heart” is a solid 
tune and gets a topnotch delivery 
with a Percy Faith orch and choral 
background. “Wait for Me’”’ is an- 
other ace production with good 
chances. 

Sunny Gale: “Tossin’ and Turn- 
in’”’-““You Could Make Me Smile 
Again” (Victor). Sunny Gale, who 
has been looking for a sequel to 
her “Wheel of Fortune” click, has 
a likely mid-hit side in ‘“Tossin’.”’ 
It’s a slow rhythm number with a 
suitable lyric, and Miss Gale belts 
it with her strident pipes. Flip is 
a change-of-pace slow ballad with 
a routine lyric. Miss Gale, more- 
over, is better suited for the 
rhythm numbers. 


Album Review 


“Curtain Calls” (Decca). Via this 
new series,.Decca is making 4Avail- 
able a series of sides by top art- 
ists that long have been out of 
print. These sides are closely iden- 
tified with each artist and should 
rank high in pop libraries. Initial 
release comprises eight artists and 
16 tunes. Included are Bing Cros- 
by’s ‘‘When The Blue of the Day” 
and “I Surrender Dear;” Mills 
Bros., “Tiger Rag” and “Paper 
Doll;” Ted Lewis, “When My Baby 
Smiles At Me” and “Wear A Hat 
With A Silver Lining;” Eddie Can- 
tor’s “Now’s The Time To Fall In 
Love” and “Making’ Whoopee;” 
Jimmy Durante’s “Start Off Each 
Day With A Song” and “Inka Dinka 
Doo;” Andrews Sisters’ ‘Bei Mir 





Ella Fitzgerald: ““My Bonnie Lies 
Over The Ocean”-“Trying” (Decca). | 
Maybe Ella Fitzgerald can do for | 
“Bonnie” what she did for “A Tis- 
ket a Tasket.”” This is a strictly off- 
beat rendition in which the Scotch 
folk tune gets a Latin workover 
with Miss Fitzgerald’s, backed up 
with a colorful rhythm background 
by Bobby Orton’s Teen-Aces drum 
and bongo combo. “Trying” is back 


Bist Du Schoen” and “In Apple 
Blossom Time;” Ink Spots’ “If I 
Didn’t Care” and “Do I Worry;” 
and Sophie Tucker’s “Some Of 


| These Days” and “Life Begins at 


Forty. 


Platter Pointers 


M-G-M has packaged another at- 
tractive soundtrack set from the 
score of the Metro pic, “The Merry 





ina more standard groove, a good 
torch item which Miss Fitzgerald 


Widow,” with Fernando Lamas 
handling such vocals as “Maxim's,” 





Best 


SARAH VAUGHAN 
(Columbia) 
LOUIS ARMSTRONG .. 
(Decca) . elena 
SUNNY GALE 
(Victor) ae: 
ELLA FITZGERALD . 
(Decca) a ee ae 
PATTI PAGE-RUSTY DRAPER 
A rn 


BILLY ECKSTINE 
(M-G-M) 


MY BO 


+e ee eee eeee 


Bets 


.. SAY YOU’LL WAIT FOR ME 
7 My Tormented Heart 


THAT'S MY DESIRE 


......Baby, It’s Cold Outside 


TOSSIN’ AND TURNIN’ 


You Could Make Me Smile Again 


NNIE LIES OVER THE OCEAN 
ssp cwodeceeccsvnss cases ie 
i okbees +++... WEDDING BELLS 
rr err ere, eee see Release Me 
eee ere Cee EARLY AUTUMN 


oo Because You’re Mine 





delivers with her usual excellence. 

Les Baxter Orch: “Two-Faced 
Clock”-“Till The End of The 
World” (Capitol). “Clock” has 
strong chances, It’s a light rhythm 
tune with a particularly good lyric 
and a diluted backwoods flavor. 
Les Baxter’s orch-and chorus give 





tune with no distinctive touch to 
lift it out of the pack. “Release 
Me” is a hillbilly-type item with 
better chances via its simple strong 


vocals well although Miss Page 


latter number solo. 
Sarah Vaughan: “My Tormented 


|had hit disk in some time, and 
| that probably prompted this ex- 
| periment with an echo chamber on 
{these ballads. Another switch is 








beat and its bleeding-heart lyric. | 
The Page-Draper team handles the | 


would have done better to do the! 
| glissando 


Heart”-“Say You'll Wait for Me” | 
(Columbia). Sarah Vaughan hasn’t | exaggerated to hit widely in the| 


! 


it a good ride, considerably lusher 
than Rex Allen’s earlier slice for 
Decca. Reverse is an okay tune 
with a familiar lyric. 

Bill Farrell: “A Sinner Kissed 
An Angel’-‘‘Maria Mia” (M-G-M). 
Bill Farrell's roller-coaster pipes 
slide smoothly over “Angel,” a 
slow-tempoed ballad for which his 
0 attack is _ particularly 
|well suited. Farrell undoubtedly 
has style but it could be a bit too 


pop market. “Maria Mia” is han- 
died in the same vein but the tune 


| isn't quite as good. 
Jane Froman: “My Love, My 


Miss Vaughan’s dropping of her | Life’-"No” 


(Capitol). Jane Fro- 





.“The Merry Widow Waltz” and 
|“Vilia” with his Argentine-accent- 
|ed baritone. Trudy Erwin assists 
;On the vocals with Jay Blackton’s 
| orch and chorus cutting the whole 
album in rich style. ..Johnny Hol- 
iday registers so-so on “If We 
| Should Meet Never Again” (Capi- 
| tol)...Lester Young orch delivers 
some expert cool jazz sounds on 
'“Deed I Do” (Mercury). ..Buddy 
| Costa is set on a pretentiously pro- 
duced side on “You're Not In Chi- 
cago” (Pyramid)...David Poleri’s 
,Operatic pipes have good material in 
“One Love Too Many” (Victor)... 
Helen O'Connell has a cute version 
of “You Like” (Capitol). ..Hot 
| Lips Page .hits a good novelty 
| Stride on “Casanova Cricket” (King) 

..Another standout jazz side by 
Flip Phillips Sextet on “What Is 
,This Thing Called Love” (Mer- 
|cury)...Eddie (Piano) Miller has a 
good keyboard side in “Me and 
'My Piano” (Victor), 


and “Easy, Easy Baby.” 

Delaney, incidentally, was for- 
merly a sales exec for Coral. He's 
currently studying law at Tulane 
U. in New Orleans and doubling 
as a deejay. 
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When Fallin Love 


Music by Lyrics by 
VICTOR YOUNG EDWARD HEYMAN 
Recorded by 
DORIS DAY With 
Percy Faith & Orch. 
Columbia 
JERI SOUTHERN With 
Victor Young & His Orch, 
Decca 


Victor Young Publications Inc. 
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EDDIE FISHER’S GREAT 
NEW RCA VICTOR RECORD 


-THE HAND 
OF FATE 


Words and Music 
By PAT BALLARD 


General Music 
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Band Review =| «Disk Companies’ Best Sell 
+++ 

yor na teen's) __|s**DISk Companies’ Best Sellers... 
with Billie Jane Bennett, Chris CAPITOL 

‘Abbott see oss i ARTIST 
Hotel Muehlebach, gee’ we! 4 1, MEET MR. CALLAGHAN ............ Les Paul-Mary Ford 

Among the Mid o in | TAKE ME IN YOUR ARMS AND HOLD ME 
which play the Terrace Grill o 2. TENNESSEE snnes ni 
- Muehlebach, probably none has BLACKBERRY oieecix 64 Geass h. 05.0% 6d eae Tennessee Ernie 
played there more than Clydely . cays LAMENT Kay St 
McCoy. The Sugar Blues king FOOL FOOL FOOL TUEPevieRCtieer te} Cee ee ay arr 
had much of his early success in | : ‘ 

around K. C., and his follow-|% 4: SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY......... Nat (King) Cole 

and aroun , WHAT DOES IT TAKE 
ing here is solid: A big segment | ‘ ’ 
of McCoy fans are showing up at|¢ 5. BETTER TO HAVE LOVED YOU A LITTLE Hank Thomson ¢ | 


the Grill, and the room is having | 
some of its best business:in many | 














HOW COLD HEARTED CAN YOU GET 


SHFOOF FES SHES HEED FFF HOF HF HOFF 644444444464464604 





last week. 





months during this three week! ? COLUMBIA | 
— , ng! 1. YOU BELONG TO ME Jo Stafford % | 
Crew which McCoy is carrying | wees toh DEER - Hee eco cee evevcesesee JO Stanore ; 
is a which he has been carefully PRETTY BOY 
gathering, and. which he has kept DB <<... vheacaetcwedisutaacave Jo Stafford ¢| 
intact for virtually a year. It is EARLY AUTUMN 
perhaps the smoothest, most ver- : ; 
satile band he has ever put to- 3. HALF AS i EN = Sa Se Rosemary Clooney | 
gether. Rig ene ngg _s five POOR WHIP POOR WILL 
eds, three trumpets, three trom- . 7 hae he 1 
eons string bass, piano, drums 4. mya ae tae eaanine + pea weuans Frankie Laine | 
and the McCoy trumpet to lead the . Pe ’ é 
way. He has some ace young musi- . B TCH-A-ME beens bats Rosemary Clooney 
cians in Bobby Selden on drums, | 4 ON THE FIRST WARM DAY 
Jack Ments on lead sax, Al Noice | } 
on trumpet and Johnny Sage play- | ; } 
ing piano and vibrachimes. '4 CORAL | 
Music which-they put forth is|/2 1. STRING ALONG Ames Bros. $ 
highly stylized in the traditional | ABSENCE MAKES THE HEART GROW FONDER $ 
McCoy manner, emphasis being on . 
dance tempoes with skillful and ae NS * Sere ree rrr ... Neil Hefti-F. Wayne 
varied embellishments and spe- | TWO FACED CLOCK g 
cialties. There is much featured | t 
solo work, as much featured group | ey | ke Bt ee ere Pearl Bailey 
work, and McCoy’s trumpetings as LET THERE BE LOVE z | 
the plece Ce Care = 2. Se ee ic iscsnacnundany Alan Dale J 
Vocally crew has two pre 5 ype: MY THRILL z | 
in Billie Jane Bennett, the last of 7 
the Bennett sisters, who has been | 5. THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF THE END Don Cornell | 
chirping with the band for quite I CAN’T CRY ANYMORE 
a spell, and Chris Abbott, who | 
broke into professional work with | + | 
McCoy but a few years back and | DECCA + | 
who now is an established front- Pi ak 
rank warbler. Miss Bennett hand- | i. po od iii TONIGHT =~=— Four Aces 
les both ballads and rhythm num. | sail girs saison 
bers, giving them an individual | 2 2 BLUE TANGO. ..... oo... cee ee eee eeees Leroy Anderson 
interpretation in her deeper range. | BELLE OF THE BALL 
Abbott does his best work at bari- | 
toning ballads, but handles other | 3. BLUE AND SENTIMENTAL .. Mills Bros. 
assignments capably, as well. JUST WHEN WE’RE FALLING IN LOVE 
Orch turns itself into a unit for | 4. WISH YOU WERE HERE m Ghe acute’ Guy Lombardo 
a_ half —_ er show, with HONKY TONK SWEETHEART 
McCoy doing the m.c. chore and 
leading off with a spirited “Three 5. AUF WIEDERSEH’N SWEETHEART ........ Guy Lombardo 
Little Words” on a tiny trumpet. HALF AS MUCH 
Jack ap keeps things moving 
with “Flight of the Bumble Bee” 
on his alto. “‘Mombo Combo” num- MERCURY 
ber features Billie Jane Bennett! 4 1, YOU BELONG TO ME................sceeeeeeee: Patti Page 2 | 
ee eee ee back | I WENT TO YOUR WEDDING * 
er wit atin rhythm pieces. ? 
Drumology serves to give Bobby 2. AUF WIEDERSEH’N SWEETHEART ......... Eddy Howard 4 
ae —s on the skins, and I DON’T WANT TO TAKE A CHANCE 
ttle Ogo is a finger puppet which yj ‘ 
works out on a trumpet number 3. Rpg eins eretisteennes: Specesceees Vic Damone 
with Al Noice for a big round of TAKE M 2 
applause. Finale has Chris Abbott|? 4, SQ MADLY IN LOVE ..............0++0:: xeorgia Gibbs 3 | 
doing “Those Old Phonograph MAKE ME LOVE YOU 
Records” as means of working in ; 
imitations of several different & DEADMMOISELLE ...........-.cccccccccce. RGGY Howard | 
bands and singers. Its a lively half I DIDN’T KNOW ANY BETTER 
hour and draws a nifty hand from 
the house throughout. 
Outfit works some one-nighters, M-G-M 
a couple of hotel stands and then S. REA TOGBR 2... oc ccccscsccce Ory TT Ff 
heads for the Coast. Quin. I'LL FORGET YOU 
2. BEYOND THE NEXT HILL ............++++++-- Acquaviva 
Isaac Stern flew to Europe last TILLIES TANGO 
Week for a concert tour of 40 ap-|2 3. STRANGE SENSATION ...........+: ss... Billy Eckstine 
pearances in nine countries. Vio- HAVE A GOOD TIME 
Dectnpill return to the U.S. in|} 4 VANESSA .......... 0002-00000 ....-David Rose & Orch. 
a "ALL THE THINGS YOU ARE 
aa! :)—l!”llU. s rerero rer rer re Oe Hank Williams 
WINDOW SHOPPING 
RCA VICTOR 2: 
1. WISH YOU WERE HERE ...........---++++5:: Eddie Fisher 
THE HAND OF FATE 
2. I WENT TO WEDDING. S. Gibson & Red Caps-Damita Jo 
WAIT . 
3. BECAUSE YOU'RE MINE ........- eee ery se Mario Lanza 
ANGELS SING 
4. SWEETHEARTS HOLIDAY ......--eeeeeeees .Perry Como 
MY LOVE AND DEVOTION Ae 
5. WANESSA .......c0e ese ceee rer seces ...-Hugo Winterhalter 
10 SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY 
vV 
Direction: GAC ach e souvevurre. ~~). 2. a aeeeennaanenneeeeeeeeeeeeneaed 
Alan Murray, Late Scot 
Cleffer, Leaves 67G Estate 
I] Aberdeen, Scotland, Aug. 19. 
daother Pin-Up Hit Alan Murray, w.k. song-writer 
and composer, who wrote “I'll 
Walk Beside You,’ left over! 


ADIOS 


$67,000 when he died last May. 


He bequeathed $7,500 his grand | 


Diskeries Score With Folk, R&B 


Record company practice of peg-; Me.” 


Tunes as Pop Hits and Vice Versa 


Tune broke out this past 


ging tunes solely for pop, countsy month via Jo Stafford’s Col etch- 
or rhythm & blues release is on/ing and now Okeh is prepping it 
the wane. During the past several! for the r. & b. mafket via Annie 
months artists & repertoire toppers Laurie. 


have been taking tunes out of the | 
| pop catalog. and issuing them as| artists from one field to another. 


country 
some 
field 
artists. 


Top example of a tune receiving 
complete coverage in all fields is | 
the Hank Williams’ 
“Jambalaya.” 
for the country market by Williams | 
on the M-G-M 
followed 


version 


instances 
| broken out in the country or r. & b. 
have 


cut by Jo Stafford and | 
Coral also 


Diskeries also are switching its 


or r. & b. releases. 


In| The 


Four Lads, vocal combo, 
have 


moved over to Col’s pop stable last 
week from their berth on Okeh’s 
covered by POP|r & b. roster. Johnnie Ray, too, 
who broke out last year on Okeh 
was immediately switched to Col. 


tunes that 


been 


composition 


Tune. was launched | R&H Production to Hypo 
Hartford Cigar Festival 


Annual Cigar Harvest Festival in 
covered for the pop| Hartford during week of Sept. 9- 


label. Columbia | 


soon after with a pop} 


market with its release of a Neal | 14, will include a 74-mile boat race, 


Hefti 


is getting pop treatment. 


Orch-Frances 
Tune is now due for an r. & b. 
coverage via the Okeh release of a 
Titus Turner workover. a 

Along the same lines the coun- 
try-pegged 
Who Made Honky 


slice.|a two-and-a-half-hour Rodgers & 
|Hammerstein production featuring 
stars of television, legit and apera, 
coronational ball, masquerade 
party, street festivities, etc. 

Cigar industry is aiming at mak- 
ing its annual fete rival pageants 
such as the New Orleans Mardi 


Wayne 


tune, “It Wasn’t God 
Tonk. Angels,” 
First 


major diskery to jump into the | Gras and Pasadena Tournament of 
| pop field with it was Col, which | Roses. 
| issued 


plenty of noise in the country field 
via the Kitty Wells cut for Decca | 
and the Jeanne Gayle-Cliffie Stone 
orch waxing for Capitol. 

Pop song which is now moving 
into the r. & b. groove is the re- | 
|cent ballad click, “You Belong to 


Sammy Kaye rendition 
Tune has been making | Chicess..Aus. 96 
Lionel (Dinky) Cole, Nat (King) 

€ole’s brother, last week signed 

| with Topper Records, Chi indie, 

' and cut four sides. 

Vocalist has been heading a unit 
around Chicago for the past few 
years. 
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piano, and his Benjamin Banks 
violin and bows to the Royal Acad- | 
emy of Music, of which he was a 
director, and $3,750 to the Seaforth 
Highlanders Regimental Associa- 
tion. He was a major in the Sea-| 
forth Highlanders during the war. | 





Oldest Bandmaster Guests 
Rochester, N.H., Aug. 26. 
Elmer E. Wiggin of Barrington, 
known as the “oldest bandmaster 
in America.” conducted the Roch- 
ester City Band on his 91st birth- | 
day, today ‘Tues.), when the band | 
observed its annual “Guest Night.” 


Public Relations 
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sive “shills,”’ most stars cannot | 
stay away from the cards, dice and | 
wheels. More than a few leave | 
their engagements owing the clubs | 
money. One bandleader is report- | 
edly out $70,000 to the hotel where | 
he plays. 

Gamblers do not depend on mak- | 
ing their money back from the| 
star’s own weaknesses, however, 
but expect them, at least, to spend 
some time around the tables for 
benefit of customers. 

One comedian is no longer wel- | 
come at a certain Las Vegas club | 
because he plays such a long and 
entertaining show that the cus-| 
tomers are kept away from the | 
tables too long. What’s worse, he | 
won't go near the tables himself. | 

Prices to $7,500 a week for stars | 
are not unusual and the gamblers | 
can usually expect some or most | 
of it back. Dancers and musicians | 
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Just Cencluded an Engagement 


EL RANCHO 
Las Vegas, Nevada 


Direction: LARRY GENGO 
FRANK SENNES AGENCY 

















JAY MARSHALL 


has returned to 
) Las Vegas to visit 
his money. 
Currently 6th Week 


Hotel 
Thunderbird 


Thanks to HAL BRAUDIS 


Management 


MARK LEDDY 





Nevada ‘Gold Rush’ 


Continued from page 1 


| expensive shows. 








are pretty well inoculated against 
the fever. 
Show Biz Lure 


Without star attractions, gam- 
bling would be in the slot ma- 
chine strata. Big money players 
play in the lavish casinos. Like- 
wise, only gambling can afford to 
pay for extravaganzas such as Ne- 
vada has playing across the street 
from each other for no cover, no 
minimum. 

It’s ‘possible for almost anyone 
to walk in and see the world’s most 
No one pays a 
price to see entertainment in Ne- 
vada. They simply buy the dinner 
or the drink, for nominal prices—or 
they gamble. The entertainment is 
part of the decor and accommoda- 
tions. Best beneficiaries are the lo- 
cal citizenry, few of whom gamble, 
and most of whom drop in to see 
the shows. 

Las Vegas the Capital 

Las Vegas, with its fabulous 
“Strip” of resort hotels, is the en- 
tertainment capital of Nevada. It 
has no “seasons.” In midsummer, 


with temperatures around 115, ho- | 


tel accommodations are practically 
nonexistent and the shows are as 
big as when the supposed winter 


} season moves in. 


The Flamingo, Desert Inn, Thun- 
derbird, El Rancho Vegas and Last 


| Frontier are spread out along the 


highway which rolls in from Los 


| Angeles. All have swimming pools, 
| spacious 


theatre-restaurants and 
casinos. The Last Frontier has an- 


| other club called the Silver Slip- 
|per which goes for the 
|} and old vaudeville route. 


“Gay '90s”’ 


In town, El Cortez is the only 


|major club with name attractions 


and it caters to the rounders with 
late night and early morning 
shows. The rest of downtown Las 
Vegas has only an occasional small 
combination or piano 
among the slot machines. 
Reno’s Setup 
In Reno the makeup is entirely 
different. There is no “strip” and 
the three major hotels, the sites 
for the only live shows in town, are 


| within two blocks of each other 
| right 


downtown. The _ Riverside 
and the Mapes are across the 
Truckee River from each other on 


the main street, while the New| 


Golden, newly remodeled, is 
of the gambling clubs. 

Most of spots in Las Vegas seat 
500 while the biggest in Reno is a 
little over 
three. 

Lake Tahoe’s entertainment clubs 
sit just across the California state- 
line at both ends of the Lake. Cal- 
Neva for example, has its theatre 
in California and its casino in Ne- 
vada. Both Cal-Neva and Cal-Vada 
and the Northshore Club are at the 
north end of the Lake, nearest 
Reno—about 45 minutes to an hour 
away over Mount Rose. Sa'ati’s 
Stateline and Lou Walters’ Casino 
De Paris are at the south end of 








| 


| 


scattered | 


Tahoe on the border, meeting the 
Californians as they travel High- 
way 50 through Placerville. 

Between the two borders, there 
are orly secluded resorts and 
homes. The commercial end of the 
lake is the California side with 
Coney Island-like resorts scattered 
along the shores, plus golf courses 
and small towns. 


In Elko, the: -Commercial . and 
Stockman’s hotels book periodica!- 
ly and for odd running times. The 
town is small but the popuiation 
mostly wealthy cattleowners. Bing 
Crosby has his ranch outside Elko. 

Not Enough Talent | 

Talent is the big problem. Medi- | 
ocre shows have no chance in a | 
market where topflight perform- | 
ances are next door. Big’ names 
must be followed by big names. | 
But, as in the case of the five Las 
Vegas “Strip” shows in the same 
neighborhood, finding five differ- 
ent star bills every 2-4’ weeks is 
impossible without re-booking stars | 
who appeared in a competitor's 
place shortly before. There used 
to be an unwritten agreement 
among club operators fixing a mini- 
mum time before’ entertainers 
could reappear close by, but this 
is being ignored more and more. 

The crisis is not acute in the 
Reno-Lake Tahoe area. The three 
Reno hotels can easily book differ- 
ent shows, and Tahoe is far enough 
away to allow duplication. The cir- 
cuit usually includes Las Vegas 
first, with Reno or Tahoe next, then 
maybe Elko. 

The only noticeable duplication 
in the Reno area is year to year} 
and this is no crisis. Although | 
pretty much the same shows and 
stars can be expected each year, | 
with minor changes in production, 
material and scheduling, a year is 
far enough bétween the appear- 
ances of most acts. 

Las Vegas the Test Site 

Las Vegas, because of the talent- 
finding problem, has become a 
proving ground for.new acts—in 
fact, a springboard for acts that 
play Las Vegas. Some of these 
come from Hollywood and. would 
never leave the studios except for 
the chance to pick up.some quick 
loot. Film stars with some hastily 
prepared material make Las Vegas 
junkets. Radio personalities find 














a| size and number of night spots, be- 
block and half away in the midst | tween Reno and Las Vegas, is their 
| proximity to different. cities. Las 


300—claimed by all| mile distance from San Francisco, 





a test site here and recording stars 
move in to capitalize- on -current | 
| record hits. 

Accountable for the difference in | 


Vegas is practitally a suburb of 
Hollywood. Reno is the same 250- 


a more reserved and zipper-pocket- 
ed populace. 

There is no reason why enter- 
tainment’s “boom towns” can’t con- 
tinue to be a show business gravy 
train. The only thing which can kill 
the thriving industry ‘is’ the: thing 
which is responsible for it—gam- 
bling. It is still the. concern.of the 
people of Nevada how their state is 
run. They are perfectly. aware of 
the boon gambling has been to Ne- 
vada but in no way feel compelled 




















Currently 


HY GARDNER 

Natural born comedians don’t 
gSrow on trees and this youngster 
seems to be comical by instinct 





ANDY RUSSELL 

“Casanova has personality and 
abilrty and a wealth of material... 
he proves his skill as an actor. 


L. 


COMEDY STAR of MICHAEL TODD'S “NIGHT IN VENICE” 
- (Closing SEPTEMBER 6th) ——~ 


900;000 PEOPLE in 10 WEEKS 


Have Acclaimed the og: 
COMEDY ARTISTRY of — - 


CASANOVA 









~~ NIGHT CLUBS e THEATRES e TELEVISION —— 
Exclusive Representative: NICHOLAS AGNETA, RKO Bidg., New York 
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BILLBOARD 
“Jimmy Casanova displayed a 
- tongue, an agile mind and act- 
ng ability that rates him a look- 
see from potential buyers 
Bill Smith 





| Florida area, Copa City, Miami 
| Beach, is yet to make known its 


jing Florida operators to sour on! 


few seasons is that they do not 
want to compete with Las Vegas 
spots in buying talent. 
that with two new hotels in the 


Straints will be off and the top 


to put up with it, if it gets out of 
hand. 

As gambling is aware of this, it 
should be able to refrain from an- 
tagonizing the citizenry by trying 
to exert power or making Nevada 
a haven for a hoodlum element. 

A good look into gambling’s 
locker is provided in an article 
which will appear in Saturday 
Evening Post Sept. 17. It’s titled 
“What Has Wide Open Gambling 
Done to Nevada?” Its author is 
Robert Laxalt, a native of Reno 
and an ex-UPressman. 


Fla. Cafes Sour 
On ‘No Profit 
Names in 52-93 


Problem this year among Florida 
bonifaces will be to tie up new 
faces for the winter season. Nitery 
and hotel operators in that area 








| feel that the names who have been 


playing that resort are no longer 
pulling sufficiently to justify the | 
salaries that have been paid out. | 
The bills have cost cafe owners | 
heavy coin, and last winter’s biz | 
failed to justify the gigantic out- 
lay. 

So far, most operators haven't 
made any inquiries from New York 
talent agencies. They are still 
holding off in hopes of coming up 
with soinething different than that 
which has been shown the past 
season. 


The largest talent buyer in the 


plans except that the regent ruling 
by the club’s management that 
signatures of two partners will be 
necessary to make the contract 
binding, indicates the end of buy- 
ing impulsively. No longer will 
one member of the firm be able 
to sew up a name and put him on 
top of a show already booked. 


The Latin Quarter, Palm Island, 
last season indicated that a bill 
topheavy with names is not neces- 
sary. Operator Lou Walters had a 
big show with some excellent nov- 
elty acts and did better than most 
cafes in the area. He’s planning 
to bow his Florida nitery around 
Dec. 20. He’s already signed the 
Charlivels, who are slated to come 
to the U.S. from Paris for this | 


booking. 


Another factor that’s now lead- | 





names playing there ‘for the past | 


Sol Shapiro to Dalhs 
To Dicker Kaye Xmas’er 


Sol Shapiro, head of the Willi 
Morris Agency theatre denice 
is slated to fly to Dallas this week 
to huddle with Charles R. Meeker 
managing director of the Texas 
State Fair Auditorium, regarding ; 
possible Danny Kaye engagement 
there around Christmas. 

State Fair auditorium j 
prowl for top names, having al. 
ready scheduled Dean Martin & 
Jerry Lewis for Oct. 4-19. during 
the naga enamgtins last Christmas 
was the legiter, “Gentlemen Profa 
Blondes.” - _————— 


S$ On the 





Crippled Kids’ Benefit 
Salem, N. H., Aug. 26. 

A 30-act vaude bill highlighteq 
the annual luncheon of the Crip- 
pled Children’s Non-Sectarian 
Fund at Rockingham Park race. 
track here last week. 

Entertainers included the Ink 
Spots, Peggy Alexander, the entire 
floorshows of the Mayfair and 
Circus Room in Boston, and Tony 
Bruno orch. Ralph Morgan, Boston 
representative of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, was em- 
cee. 








FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 


presents 





Now Appearing 


CASINO BLANKENBERGE 
Belgium 
American Rep. WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
TAVEL-MAROUANI AGENCY, PARIS 
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THE CHORDS 
instrumentalists without Instruments 
Aug. 25-39: Club Dates, Chicago, Ill. 

Aug. 31-Sept. 3: Marshfield, Wis., Fair 
Midwest Club Dates and Fairs! 
HARRY GREBEN 
203 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 

: Direction: G.A.C. 





9, 











It’s felt 
Nevada gambling centre, all re- 


names will be going there. 

The bonifaces are scouting for 
some new ideas. 
may not hit on an adequate substi- 
tute for high-priced talent, they 


But since they | * TALENT CONTEST + 





Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 





MONDAY NIGHTS 





may have to resort to headliners 
in desperation. 





Prize: Professional Engagement 








Duplicate Prizes Awarded in the Case of Ties 


























Thunderbird, Las Vegas, 
Skeds Star-Topped Units 


The Thunderbird Hotel, Las 
Vegas, will produce its own 
units. Current plan is to buy a 
headliner and surround him with 
homegrown production. Already 
set for this experiment are James 
Barton and Jean Sablon. Latter 
goes in Sept. 18, his first trip to 
that part of the country, and will 


FROZEN CURRENCY 


Do you have frozen funds in foreign 
countries which you wish to transfer 
inte U.S. currency? Write Box 825, 
Variety, 154 West 46th St, New York 
36, N. Y., for appointment. Strictly 


‘ 


confidential. 





get French trappings. Barton ac- 


—_ 


——————— 











coutrements will comprise bits 
from the pictures and musicals he’s 
worked in, 

Hal Braudis, Thunderbird book- 
er, returned to Las Vegas from 
New York last week after casing 
acts for the spot. He bought Gil 
Lamb and Andre, Andree & Bon- 





WANTED! Gog Writer for humorovs 
comic material. Comic format experi- 
ence not needed, but flair for top 
drawer humor essential. Write St. 
John Publications, 545 Sth Avenue 
N. Y. C. Attention Claude Lapham. | 








nie for the Sept. 18 show. 
enero ny omens 








TT 


— 
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and JULIA : 


Thanks to DANNY FRIEND 





EDDIE STRAWBERRY 


Opening PALACE, NEW YORK, August 29th 


Just Concluded 2 Weeks Cisco Golf and Country Club, Quebec, Conods 


Management— \ 
MAURICE L. GREENWALD, 1650 Broadway. New Yor 


RUSSELL 


LY and BOBBY BERNARD 
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See Twin Cities in Name Talent Dive 
As Minn. Terrace Skeds Ballroom Kick 





Minneapolis, Aug.26. + 


with the Hotel Nicollet’s Minne- 
gota Terrace scheduled for con- 
yersion into a ballroom for con- 
yentions, this city of 517,277 and 
the Twin Cities, population 826,- 
751, promise to be without a single 
top-drawer supper club using im- 
portant or other acts. 

Terrace for years has been one 
of the town’s and Twin Cities’ lead- 
jing bistros and has played many 
top acts. No decision has been 
reached yet as to the policy to be 
pursued by the lone remaining 
class boite, the Hotel Radisson 
Flame Room, a much smaller and 
more intimate spot than the Ter- 
race, but one that in past years 
has brought in entertainment per- 
sonalities and occasional big names. 
During the summer it has had and 
stil] has the Ramon Noval orch. 

Hotel Nicollet will replace the 
Terrace with Hawaiian Room in 
quarters now leased by a local 
club, but plans for it do not now 


include floorshows with names or | P¥™ Seven 
IT | “off limits” because they were ‘tol- | 


semi-names. The Dorothy Lewis ice 
show is completing an all-summer 
Terrace run. a 

The Flame, largest local nitery, 
has gone into a policy of traveling 
non-name bands and a single minor 
act. Curly’s and the Gay ’90s have 
comparatively small show budgets. 
Other local establishments are in 
the theatre-bar category and their 
present rage is exotic dancers plus 
a singer and an instrumental act, 
all low-budgeted. 


Tornado Causes 2506 
Damage to Midway At 
Mo. State Fair, Sedalia 


Kansas City, Aug. 26. 


Missouri’s state fair at Sedalia 
took a beating from a sudden tor- 
nado which struck with its main 
force on the carnival section last 
Wednesday night (20). Fortunate- 
ly, the blow came after the fair 
was closed for*the night and in- 
juries were comparatively light. 
One worker was killed, and a score 
of others received injuries. 


The midway of the Cetlin & 
Wilson shows was havoc-strewn, 
with rides bent and battered, three 
Ferris Wheels a mass of twisted 
steel, and canvas and properties 
scattered over its area. 


The fair proceeded without miss- 
ing a performance, however, as the 
gates were opened to the public 
only about 12 hours after the tor- 
nado struck. The entire fair 
activity was sharply curtailed, and 
Midway shows were shifted to 
other locations. Cetlin-Wilson per- 
sonnel worked around the clock 
getting the show in order, and 
by Thursday night (21) even some 
rides were in operation. 

The twister capped the climax 
of a rough season, according to 
a spokesman for the carny com- 
pany. First it was the steel strike, 
then it was rain for 26 of the sum- 
mer season days, then the twister. 
Show officials were looking to the 
Missouri fair to make up some of 
the season’s lighter takes. Their 
final chance is this week at the 
Indiana State Fair in Indianapolis. 

Damage to the midway was esti- 
mated at $250,000. The regular 
Blage shows were moved out into 
the open-air before the racetrack 
grandstand. The Grand Circuit 
“amess races were called off. Live- 
- wn judging was postponed until 
Saturday (23). “Ladies Fair,” the 
Tom Moore radio show, was re- 
scheduled to Friday and Saturday. 
Previous to the tornado the fair 
ad been going at a record rate. 
gap day attendance was bull- 
ry and following days had been 

or near the previous records. 


May Be Costly Fan Pix, 








Berle Sued for 2G in Chi. 


}ing 


! Chicago, Aug. 26. 
C ok ( ‘nusual suit was filed in 
,, ~ounty Court here last week 
Ernestine Schwarz, who is 


2 $2,000 from Milton Berle, 
yin & Katz Corp., and B&K | 
a Cment Corp. 
Was “ Cnarges that the comedian 


Shinn Ponsible for knocking out 
9 1... “8d other injuries last Sept. 
é 





| Morris organization. 





N. Y. Blue Angel Closing, 
But Back in Sept. 4 


Blue Angel, N. Y., is slated to 
close tonight (Wed.) and, will re- 
open Sept. 4. Preem bill will com- 
prise Alice Ghostley, Odette Myr- 
til, Anita Ellis and the Ellis Larkin 
Trio. One act is still to be set. 

This season marks the first time 
that the Herbert Jacoby-Max Gor- 
don spot ran through most of the 
summer. Cafe generally closed the 
large room and operated the 
lounge in the forepart of the club. 


Army Off-Limits 
7 Biloxi Cafes 


7 Biloxi, Miss., Aug. 26. 
Military officials last week (21) 
put seven Gulf Coast night spots 





| 


erating undesirable conditions 
which adversely affect the welfare 
of the personnel of the armed 
forces.” 

The Armed Forces Disciplinary 
Control Board here threatened to 
take drastic action if state or city 
officials do not halt gambling in 
the establishments. 

Ordered tabu for GIs were the 
Beach Club, Paddock Club, Benny 
French’s Grove Club, the Stable, 
Broadwater Beach Hotel, Paradise 
Point and Fairchild’s. 

The board, located at giant Kee- 
sler Air Force base on the out- 
skirts of Biloxi, charged that the 
niteries were “permitting commer- 
cialized gambling on their prem- 
ises.” 


DICK HENRY SETTING 
FOREIGN AFFILIATIONS 


When Dick Henry exits the Wil- 
liam Morris agency next week, to 
set up his own office, with accent 
on international bookings, which 
he handled for WM, he will still 
retain his pension interests in the | 





His foreign representation may 
include any or all of these three: 
Harry Foster (Hyman Zahl), the 
Lew & Leslie Grade office, or 
Charles L. Tucker. The Grades 
have an elastic hookup where they 
also work with GAC and MCA on 
certain artists. 


Liquor Auth. Rejects Bid 
To Reopen Spa’s Brook 


Albany, Aug. 26. 
A bid to reopen the Breok, swank 
Saratoga night spot closed for two 





s 


'cago, and several Canadian citie®. 





seasons, failed when the State 
Liquor Authority nixed an appli- | 
cation by Albany’s Johnny Maio 
to transfer the liquor license from | 
the present holder, David Hen-! 
nessey. The SLA gave no reason 
for its rejection. 

Maio, who has operated a Sara- | 
toga restaurant on the site of the | 
old United States Hotel, said that 
he held hopes of buying and op- 
erating Brook, but added that the 
SLA turndown meant “The whole 
thing is off now.” 

The Brook played names during | 
the racing season. 


Seattle’s New Cafe Policy 
Seen as Hypo for Music 
: Seattle, Aug. 26. 

The City Council here has 
broadened its policy as to cafe | 
dance licenses and has voted to 
consider applications by State 
Liquor Board licensees for such 
okays. 

Heretofore the council has been 
cold to such requests with few 
granted. 

Applicants must still be passed 
on by Council and health, build- 
and other city departments, 
but move is seen as hypo for use 





/of more orchs and talent in taverns | 


and cocktail lounges. | 
{ 





Cantor’s ‘Package’ Stint | 
San Antonio, Aug. 26. | 

Eddie Cantor headlines the guest; 
roster at the fifth annual Package 
Store dealers’ convention which 


| last five years. 


‘which opened 
| day 
| 1,000,000 mark. It was slightly un- 
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DIOSA COSTELLO 


Acclaimed Unanimously by 
Press and Public in Las Vegas 
Now—MAPES HOTEL 
Reno, Nevada 
Personal Management 


JACK BERTELL 
4 West 58th St., N.Y. PL 9-5260 


Macdonnell, Zahl 
Exiting Foster? 


London, Aug. 26. 
A shakeup in the Harry Foster 
agency, one of the largest talent 


offices in Europe, is in the works. 
It’s reported that partner Leslie 
Macdonnell and percenter Hyman 
Zahl, now in the U. S., will resign 
from that firm, and Foster wiil 
bring in some new help. 


- Because of its longtime tie with 
the William Morris agency, one of 
the biggest agencies in the U.S., 
the Foster office occupied a top po- 
sition. Last season, the Pajjadium, 
London, bought the majority of its 
headliners from the Foster firm. 
This season, top honors went to 
the Lew & Leslie Grade agency, 
which set the greater number of 
Palladium headliners. The Grades, 
which has a New York office head- 
ed by Eddie Elkort, has a tiein 
with General Artists Corp., which 
supplies that agency with disk 
names. Palladium has done well 
with the engagements of Guy Mit- 








A.C. Sets Shows for ‘Last Big Week 
As “Miss America Finales Season 


Atlantic City, Aug. 26. 
Hike Scale for Hutton, This is the last big week oi one 


Laine Glasgow Dates | of the shortest seasons in years for 
Glasgow, Aug. 19. this resort. Labor Day dated Sept. 


Prices will be upped for Betty | 1 knocks approximately seven days 
Hutton’s vaude week at the Empire | of summer business off the calen- 
here starting Oct. 20, with top| gar 
seats $1.40 instead of usual 15e. | 
Singer will head vaude stanza here 
after three weeks at London Palla- 
dium beginning Sept. 29. 

Scale also will be upped for visit 
of Frankie Laine at the Empire 
here Sept. 8, with a maximum of | 
$1.10. Deep River Boys are set to | 


return here Sept. 1. 
Both legit shows fold this week. 


9 
Vogue's Namery 
* * Playing at the Quarterdeck Thea- 
Vs. Pitt Horizon iz sseren iets mec 


son and Frances Goforth, offered 

Pittsburgh, Aug. 26. by producer Gianni Pitale as a 

With added competition from | preem attraction, The tryout show- 
Horizon Room at Greater Pitts-| ing will conclude the season for the 








Folding after this week will be 
|the big attraction at Convention 
| Hall, “Ice Capades,” now present- 
jing a sneak preview of the 1953 
show. With the icer closing Sunday 
night (31), the interior of the big 
hall will be rigged for the “Miss 
America” pageant, which gets un- 
derway as the girls arrive Labor 
Day. It will run through that week 
with “Miss America” to be crowned 
Saturday night (6). 











Se ee 
















burgh Airport, being operated by | 
Andy Chakeres, Vogue Terrace, 
which he formerly owned and sold 


Mill Players, an Equity company, 
which has split an eight-week sea- 
son between the lo@al theatre and 








to John Betera several months ago. | one at Pleasant Mills. Pitale is as- 
is going in heavily this fall for | sembling a cast to further test the 
names. Terrace is biggest spot in|show in Boston and Philadelphia 





town, around 1,100 seats, and has 
the capacity to meet prices being 
asked these days by the show biz 
toppers. 

Parade will begin Oct. 15 when 
Georgia Gibbs comes in, followed 
by Carmen Miranda for a week on 
Oct. 27. Vagabonds have’ been 
booked for Dec. 1 and Betera’s try- 
ing to pin Martha Raye down to a 
date. 

Horizon Room opened with Ted 
Lewis, who has long been a Vogue 
Terrace attraction here, and is 
dickering with Andrews Sisters for 
a mid-October date. 


STAR CARTOONISTS 





FOR USO-CAMP SHOWS 


USO-Camp Shows has formed a 
cartoonists unit which will 
European installations for 
weeks starting in October. Name 
eartoonists have devised an act and 





chell and Frankie Laine. 


Foster outfit will attempt to 
make an aggressive pitch not only 
for the British business, but for 
Continental and U. S. bookings as 
well. It is expected that the Fos- 
ter office plans will be made 
known shortly. 





Zahl’s U. S. Trip 
Hyman Zahl, of the Foster 
agency, returned to New York this 
week following three weeks’ tour 
in which he visited the Coast, Chi- 


Agent refused to comment on sit- 
uation at the Foster agency, de- 
claring that he’ll make known his 


| will 
| Tramp), 
|Bob Dunn (Just the Type), Gus 
| Posen 





plans when he returns to England. | 

Asked if he’ll rejoin the Charles 
L. Tucker agency, he said, “Not if 
that was the last office on earth.” 





Minn. State Fair Opens 
To Near-Record Gate 


Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 


Biggest entertainment money-! 


| maker hereabouts, year in and out. 
| runs 
| months. 


only 10 days every 12 
It’s the Minnesota State | 
Fair, which has averaged $200,000 | 
a year in operating profit for the 
This figure would 

larger if storm 
required a new | 





have been even 
damage hadn't 


| grandstand roof last year. 


Attendance at this year’s event, | 
its run on Satur- 
(23), is expected to hit the 


der that in 1951. Opening day’s 


| gate was 76,929 paid, second larg- | 


est for any bow day in the ex-! 
position’s histery. The first-day 
record for a 10-day fair was set 


in 1950 with 83.309. 





Kaye’s Extra S.F. Show 
San Francisco, Aug. 26. 

Danny Kaye will supplement his | 
two-week engagement at the Cur- 
ran Theatre with a Sunday matinee 
under sponsorship of the San Fran- 


the 


will do sketches of GIs after the 


| show. 


Included in the no-pay troupe 
be C. D. Russell (Pete the 
Dick Wingert (Hubert), 


(Sweeney & Son), Gus 
Edson (The Gumps), Russell Patter- 
son (Mamie), Charles Biro Dare- 
devil), Bob Montana tArchie), Bill 
Holman (Smoky Stover) and John 
E. Pierrotti, sports cartoonist for 


ithe N. Y. Post. 





N.Y. LQ to Showcase 
Chiquita-Johnson Duo 


The Latin Quarter, N. Y., will 
import another Continental ball- 
room team to start Nov. 11 as a re- 
placement for Darvas & Julia. 
Chiquita & Johnson have been 
pacted for that spot and will go in 
at a reported $1,750 weekly. They 
are regarded as one of the top ball- 
room duos in Europe. Kenneth 
Later Agency made the deal. 

Darvas & Julia, incidentally, re- 
turned to the LQ display Sunday 


(24). Team had been out for sev- 
eral weeks because femme frac- 
tured a rib. 





‘Holiday’ Icer to Play 


Ft. Wayne Coliseum 
Fort Wayne, Ind., Aug. 26. 

“Holiday on Ice of 1953” will be 
shown for its fifth consecutive year 
here, Oct. 9. It will play the new 
Allen County War Memorial Coli- 
seum instead of outdoors at Zoll- 
ner Stadium. The $5,000,000 Coli- 
seum will be dedicated Sept. 28, 


and “Holiday” will be the first 
major production in the new 
arena, which will seat some 7,800 
for the icer. 
Ten performances are booked in 
nine days. 


Mexico City, Aug. 19. 


Biggest current sock in local 


niteries is the Lecuona Cuban Boys | 


unit at the swanky Rumba Casino. 


play 
five 


| before tackling Broadway. 

The Gateway Musical Playhouse 
|at suburban Somers Point shut- 
ters on Sunday (31) with “Finian’s 
| Rainbow.” House played nine shows 
this season and Jonathan Dwight, 
| producer, said he would be back 
next year. 

At Steel Pier, George A. Hamid 
will continue the pace through 
Sept. 7, Betty Reilly will be in Mu- 
sie Hall vaudeville through Friday 
(29). The three-day bill for Friday, 


Saturday and Sunday (29-30-31) 
stars Eddie White and includes 
Walter & Jean Brown, Will & 


Gladys Ahern, and-on Aug. 30-31 
the Mello-Larks. The Three Kana- 
zawas come in Saturday. 

Robert Q. Lewis starts Aug. 30 
|for three days; Mickey Deems, 
| Aug. 31, with Pauline Thorn and 
Bruce Stevens until Sept. 7, Jimmy 


(Continued on page 50) 





| 20 Strippers at Pa. Fair 
Okayed After Crackdown 


On 50c Naughty-Naughty 


Kutztown, Pa.,.Aug. 26, 
Orders from the office of Penn- 
sylvania Gov. John S. Fine to clean 
up girl shows on fairgrounds 
throughout the state has led to a 


crackdown on five femme attrac- 
tions at the Kutztown Fair by Dis- 
trict Attorney Henry M. Koch. 
Berks County detectives and 
|State troopers from the Reading 
| barracks closed five tent shows on 
|\the midway until the 20 femmes 
‘donned more clothes and cut the 
‘bumps and grinds from their rou- 
|tines. The crackdown came on the 
opening night of the Kutztown 
| Fair’s week-long run. 
| ~The shows were billed as “Taffy 
and the Nude Ranch,” “Jeannie, 
ithe Blonde Bombshell,” “Stella 
;and the Rainbow Revue,” “Tina” 
‘and “Delores.” No arrests were 
jmade and after’ investigators 
censored versions, they 





viewed 
were permitted to continue. Koch 
said the performers, after a come- 
'on' show, cavorted unclad at a sec- 
,ond performance for which 50c ex- 
;tra was charged. 


| Pitt Casino Burley 
To Resume Sept. 1 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 26. 

Casino Theatre will unshutter 
for the 1952-53 burlesque season 
Monday (1) after being closed since 
middle of Mey. George Murray, 
i former wheel comedian who man- 
|aged the house for I. Hirst last 
| year, will return in the same capac- 
|ity. Hirst is operating the Casimo 
under a _ long-term lease from 
George Jaffe, veteran burley im- 
resario here, who retired recently. 

Same policy will be used, re- 
served seats with two performances 








“Sen. in tossing photos-to fans, | opened here Sunday (24) for three C1SCO Drama Critic Council in aid) Act came here from the Beach-|in the afternoon and one at night, 
rt, et of pix that failed to sep-| days. | of a disabled m« mber. comber, Miami Beach. _ | but traditional Sunday midnight 
+s. -fuck her. Berle, currently Ted Weems and his orch supplies The extra show will be at 5:30 on! Their show, twice nightly, is | shows, which have always teed off 
at the Chez Paree, was playing the| the. music for *the convention Sept. 21, between the final regular | drawing capacity biz. Unit is|the new attractions, are being 
Chicago Theatre at the time. dances. imatinee and evening performance. ! booked for four weeks with option. | eliminated. * 
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Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 











AC in Last Big Orgs 


Continued from page 49 aaa | CC. Shirley Houff, technician with 
r os ; ‘the Pitt-Roth circuit, ended an 18- 
Dorsey is in Marine Ballroom Aug.| Stumpy, has been signed for next | month battle of the observation 
29-31 and Buddy Morrow and band | season. |routine by rating an up for one 
take over for a week on Labor Day. Globe, which houses burlesque, | daily meal in main mess hall. 
Last big name of the season at | winds up Monday night (i) after its | Ray Weese, Warner Bros. staffer, 











and left for 


Paul D’Amato's plush 500 Club is 
Joe E. Lewis, who teed off Sunday 
(24) for eight days. Convention and 
fall tourist business will determine 
shows after that, a policy followed 
by most local niteries. 

The spots featuring Negro shows, 
Club Harlem and Paradise, will 
continue during Pageant week. 
Larry Steele & Co., at Harlem all 
season, will take two weeks’ vaca- 
tion. They then will tour with the 
“Smart Affairs” revue in Canada, 
Buffalo. Chicago (‘Regal Theatre) 
Philadelphia (Earle), Miami Beach, 
Las Vegas and Havana, with Joe 
Glaser booking. 

Paradise managed by Jack 
Southern and Ben Alten this sea- 
son after several years of semi- 
darkness, shutters at the same time 
(7) with “Tropicana” revue, pro- 
duced by Clarence Robinson, and 
is scheduled to open at Towh Casi- 
no, Buffalo, the following week. 


The show, which features Stump & | 
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usual season on the uptown Board- 
walk. 
Amusement spots on the Million 


Dollar and Steeplechase piers will | 


remain open for Pageant week. 
tapering off gradually as_ the 
crowds drop. Same is true of the 
smaller clubs, hotels, restaurants, 
etc. Many of the seasonal restau- 
rants will close immediately after 
the crowning. 





Marilyn Monroe for A.C.? 
Atlantic City, Aug. 26. 


There's a possibility that filmster | 


Marilyn Monroe may play the Steel 
Pier here over the Labor Day 


come here in connection with the 
“Miss America” contest. Efforts are 
being made to induce her to ap- 
pear at the pier. e 

Spot has already set Robert Q. 
Lewis to play the holiday weekend 
starting Aug. 30 for three days. 

Pier is slated to remain open 
until mid-October and will 


weekend shows until then. 


| Hold 5 Performers in Bail 





On Marijuana Rap in N. J. 
Wildwood, N. J., Aug. 26. 
Five nitery entertainers were or- 


Cape May County prosecutor Al- 
bert M. Ash following their ar- 
rest (20) in a resort rooming house 
where they were found in posses- 
sion of $1,500 worth of marijuana. 

Police identified the men as 
Jack Mitchell, 35, of New York, a 
pianist at the Hof Brau, and four 
members of a vocal group known 
as the Jumping Jacks, featured at 
the Rainbow Cafe. The vocalists 
are Jack Riggatano, 22, of Phila- 
delphia; Warren Jischke, 22, Al- 
lentown, Pa.; Robert Dorough, 29, 
New York, and Harry Nanny, 29, 
Beverly, N. J. 

They were arraigned before 
Judge David Horuvitz and com- 
mitted to county prison for a hear- 





D.C.’s USO Centre 


Washington, Aug. 26. 
A showcase in search of talent 
might well describe town’s USO 


Theatre, located on _ Lafayette 
Square within sight of the White 


| mentator, 


| 
weekend. Miss Monroe is slated to | 


play | 


In Search of Talent 


packed his teepee 


Oklahoma City after a sixteen-| 


|month booking here. He did very 


well with the comeback. 


H. V. Kaltenborn, the radio com- | 


and his frau here for 
summer vacation at his Crescent 
Bay camp. Ditto Luthier Rosen- 
thal, w.k. N. Y. violin maker, va- 
cashing at Saranac Lake’s Pioneer 
Village. 


| Lee Klemick (Republic Pictures), 


former patient and NVA-Will 
| Rogers staffer, in for summer vaca- 
tion and annual checkup aad rated 
'a green light to go back to work. 

Tippy Denis and Audrey Melvin, 
nitery entertainers, in from Mon- 
treal to chat with Forrest (Big 
Slim) Glenn, who is skedded for 
major surgery. 

Charles W. Griffith, owner-man- 
ager of Glenville and Burnsville, 
W. Va., theatres, drew an all-clear 
in nine months and resumes work. 

Gertrude Broderick (Johnny’s 
sister) in for camp vacation and her 
annual checkup and remains a pic- 
ture of good health. 

Jean Comerford, of the old 
initery team of Comerford & Walsh, 
| who ran the old Mt. Baker Club 
|here during prohib days, took time 
/ out to stop off and greet this.mugg 
land some of the gang. 

After a three-month observation 
period, Jack (RKO) Wasserman was 


|} preem at their Versailles the next 


| New York around Sept. 5. She pre- | 


| brought Miss Piaf to the States, 


| pagnons open Oct. 1 at the Wal- 


shot into the general hospital for | 


ithe thoracoplasty operation and is 
|/now resting in solid comfort. 
| Peggy (Roxy) McCarthy 


|good that she has been upped to 
ithe ambulatory department. Ditto 


|0.0. routine in a nifty comeback. 

Ray (IATSE) Van Buren, after a 
| short interval at the general hos- 
| pital, nfastering a major operation, 
lis back at the Variety Clubs and 
|resting in comfort. 

Jenny Foster Holdbrook, former 
owner of the defunct nitery, the 
Alpine Tavern, in from Massena, 
N. Y., to ogle the lodge and mitt 
the gang. 

Edmund Lamy, former skating 
champ, celebrated his 35th anni 
here in the downtown colony. He 
|was married in 1917 to Dottie 
| Hutchinson of the skating cast of 
| John C. Hearns, RKO division 


daughter for a bedside chat with 

Delphin (RKO) Sireder, whose go- 

home is a certainty in the fall. 
Write to these who are ill. 


‘L‘Affaire Mortimer’ Goes 
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House. 


es 


Mirror amusement columnist and | 
who with Mirror editor Jack Lait, | 
|author of the ‘ Confidential” series | 


men and servicewomen through its | 


THE GUARDSMEN 
doors in the eight months since it 


: Opening 
LATIN QUARTER opened. 
New Yerk — Aug. 29 | 





have never been able to secure ynion.” Mortimer was slated to 
much cooperation from local show | appear before the N. Y. branch 
biz reps. They have found, how-' hoard last week, but sent a letter | 
ever, in cases of the handful of} declining to make the appearance. 
professional entertainers and film At an earlier meeting, he showed 
names who have wandered inte the| yp with his attorney, Hyman I. 
centre, that the boys and girls in| Fischbach, and a stenog, but 
uniform swarm in their wake. They| union board would have none of 
are quietly making efforts, there-| the extra accoutrements. 

fore, to publicize existence of the 
center and to interest visiting | 
Broadway and Hollywood stars in. 














WHEN IN BOSTON 
It's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


Avery & Washington Sts 


The Home of Show Folk 


The matter was referred to union 
attorneys for a 
Counsel then told the board that 








iI patrons. ter, having been discussed at the 


/constitulional convention, was a 
matter of national interest and not 
| the province of the N.Y. board. It 


was claimed that since Mortimer’s 
| criticisms are in writing for every- 
one to see, there was no need of 
i. hearing to document the charges 
| since Mortimer has done that him- 
| self. Therefore, 


the only thing 

i pa | necessary is to bring Mortimer up 
Those Sophisticated Gentlemen of Humor” 

Currently HEADLINING 




















|ing a member.” 
| Mortimer 
| having acted as emcee in several 
, dates in the borscht belt. 





























WANTED 


Young Man, sbeut 27, os PARTNER 
for @ Piane Team. Unusual Opper- 





Thanks to DAN FRIENDLY end HERB BONIS 











tunity. 
Direction —LEON NEWMAN, 48 West 48th Street, New York || Phone 8¢ oo. o.m.-1 p.m. 
| ART DARCY 


AGVA's national board has not 
ALACE New York | yet made a decision in the case. | 


took | year will be Mouloudji, known as 
dered held in $5,000 bail each by | one year to beat that observation | “the Bogart of Paris,” and while 
{routine, her recent clinic being so | he has appeared in French films— 


| 


| Theresa Cooppersmith who joined | sins”"—he is essentially a singer, 
the uppers after a three-month | songwriter and recording artist, 


| 


| 
} 


' 


i aa ing tomorrow (Wed.). | manager, in from Yonkers, N. Y.., | 
jonas” accompanied by his wife and | 


| 


| 


} 


center in the reconverted Belasco | To AGVA’s National Board 


| The Lee Mortimer matter has now | - ee 
Despite failure to attract | been passed back to the national | Juchess Properties, Ltd., subsid- | 
show biz names to its halls, centre | beard of the American Guild of | iary of STP, with seitlement ar- 
has lured almost $250,000 service-| Variety Artists. Mortimer is N. Y. | ranged amicably. 


; of books, is charged by AGVA| Aug. 30, wit 
Because of the, many pressures with having written articles “detri-| renovations. 
|on theatre men here, USO execs mental to the best interests of the | shuttered for 


the to 


determination. | 


stopping by for a chat with their) s-cording to regulations the mat-| 


on charges of “conduct unbecom- 


is a union member. | 


| 


|at La Vie En Rose, and while Nick 


(—— — 
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Eddie Lewis Importing 
Flock of French Names 
For Plush Yank Niteries 


There is slim chance that Jacques 
Peals (nee Pils) and his bride-to- 
be, Edith Piaf, will open a night 


apart in the plush Gotham bistros 
next month. Peals debuts Sept. 9 


& Arnold wanted Miss Piaf to 
night, which would have been a/| 
week ahead of schedule, the di-| 


seuse wants to adhere to her sched- 
uled Sept. 17 date. Both arrive in 





fers getting the feel of America| 
again for a few days, indoctrinat- | 
ing herself in the special English | 
introductories with which she in-| 
terprets her lyrics, in advance, to | 
the Yank trade. 

Eddie Lewis, long with the late 
Clifford C. Fischer, who first 


as he did Les Compagnons de la 
Chanson, now handles all three 
acts mentioned herein. The Com- 





dorf-Astoria’s Empire Room (with | 
Alstone’s orchestra). 


Lady Patachou—the “Lady” is 
a French first-name, not a title— 
is another American debut that 
Lewis has on the agenda. She is a 
protegee of Maurice Chevalier, and 
came over with the latter two years 
ago when both played separate 
tours in Canada, but never came 
to the U. S. (This was at the time 
of the Gallic star’s visa trouble.) 


Still another Lewis import this 


including the Cannes Film Festival 
prizewinner, “We Are All Assas- 


and will play the bistros in that 
category. He is being primed for 
this winter, when “Assassins” gets 
U. S. release. | 
_ Another new face in the French | 
invasion may be Roger Nicholas, 
comic and star of “Baratin,” long- | 
running French operetta, which | 
has run for four seasons in Paris, | 
and which Bruno  Coquatrix, 
its productr, is bringing to Canada | 
as part of a four-operetta package | 
for the French Canuck patronage. | 
After that Nicholas may be free for 
solo U. S. nitery dates. 








Delfont Gives Up Lease 
On Saville After 6 Yrs. 


Londen, Aug. 19. 
Bernard Delfont, who leased the 
Saville Theatre from Saville The- 
atre Properties six years ago on a 
14-year lease, has given up the 
It was taken over by The | 





Current show, ” Albert R.N.,” pro- 
duced by band maestro Henry Hall 
and Claude Langdon, closes there 
h theatre undergoing 
which will keep it 

about six weeks. 

Several important West End 
managements are dickering to 
lease theatres, including Emile Lit- | 
tler and Tom Arnold, and Jack | 
Hylton, with the management not 
anxious for a long lease, preferring | 

rent on a show-to-show basis. | 








' 
Teddy Baumfeld, formerly with | 
the Barron Polan office, has joined 


the Ken Later Agency cafe depart- | 
ment, N. Y. . | 


Jerry Rosen Gets $38) 
Sought From Ill, Caf 


Claim filed by a ‘ 
against the Kentucky Ledu fetta 
met City, Ill., was settled in — 
last week with payment of $380 he 
the cafe. Chicago attorney He d 
Kalcheim effected the settlement 


It was claimed that Ros 
the Cafe a package er an 
Maxie Rosenbloom & Buddy Bact 
Mary Beth Hughes and Helen For 
rest in 1948 and authorized a 
club to deduct his c ee 


. IMMISsion 
was alleged that the cafe ope = 


deducted the amount but nies 
forward it to Rosen Claim 7 
filed in 1948 with Artists * een 
sentatives Assn. and Mien 
Guild of Variety Artists ‘eeon 
Rosen got union’s permission 


to court. 








Powell as Cafe Mgr. 
Jack Powell, the comedy drum. 
mer, is going into the management 
end of the nitery biz next month 
when he will team up with Bob 
Seidel in operation of the 1203 
Club, Washington, D. C os 

Powell will be the front man 
and will headline the intime enter. 
oo policy. Spot opens Sept 





———— ieee 


NICK 
LUCAS 


VACATIONING 
L. B. RANCH 
Rt. 3, COLORADO SPRINGS, 
Colorado 


Available Sept. 5th 


Personal Management 
BILL LOEB 

121 S$. Beverly Drive 

Beverly Hills, Cal. 














FREE COMEDY MATERIAL! 


Send fer free complete routine “How differ. 
ent people watch TV'’ and cur latest free 
price list containing the latest. funniest and 
ORIGINAL gags. gagfiles, bits monciogues, 
dialogs, skits, parodies, ete. 


LAUGHS UNLIMITED 
106 W. 45th St., New York, N. Y. 
JU 2-0373 





‘JACK DENTON 


WORLD'S GREATEST COMEDIAN 


But cannot pass 
the “nose” test. 


LL Rd —* 
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IN THE HEART OF CHICAGO'S LOOP 
near the Chicago, Harris, Selwyn = 
Erlanger Theatres, and adjacent te * 
television stations it’s the 


RANCROFT HOTEL 


8? W. Randolph St. Franklin 2-4740 
Special Rates for Show Folk a 
Newly Decorated New Manageme 


———< 
eS 

















20 men for sales positions selling 
curities in new interesting business 
development in the theater. Exper 
ence in salesmanship unnecesary: Full 
or part time. Commission basis. 
Apply by phone for appointment. 
TRafalgar 4-1815. 























NICK and VICKI 


“Society’s Favorite 
Tapsters” 





COLLINS 


Opening Aug. 29 PALACE, New York 


Thanks—DAN FRIENDLY 
Direction: LEON NEWMAN, 48 West 48th St. Ne 
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VARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE $i 





In Wake of N. Y. French Casino 


Although a dubious boxoffice en-| rehearsed there before 


Paris Showmen Eyeing U.S. Market 


Try 


coming 


try, the fact that the French Ca- | here. Rykow claims that all went 


sino has weathered the record heat \ 
since opening in N.Y. July 4, is|ing. Then, he said, Mrs. 


well until after the boff N. Y. open- 


Martini 


Hypnotist Morton Racks 


Toronto, Aug. 26. 





attracting the attention of other | began to take an active interest in| Scaled at $2 top including tax. 


Gallic showmen. 


built from scratch in N. Y. Chorus | 


and act fillins required by Ameri-| and the choosing of 


The French | the show and there was a clash of 
Casino show was created in Paris; temperaments on rehearsals and/|a 
and in this way went for a much| general procedure. Rykow was also | 
cheaper nut than if it had been| said to be irked by lack of billing. | volunteers from 
After a few tiffs on show cuts | 5° terrific at 
American | Morton’s being held over for an- | 


b.o. as to indicate 


can Guild of Variety Artists were) dancers to fulfill the conditions | °ther three weeks here. 


picked up in Gotham. 


Especially interested in trying | cided that either he was to 
the U. S. market are Mr. and Mrs.| show or he would quit. 


laid dowa by AGVA, Rykow de-| 


run the 


After a} 


Jo France, owners of the Moulin | confab with Martini, he resigned. 





Rouge, and° Paul Derval with his 


Fobuilt and more garish facsimile | 411,000 TOURISTS TO 


of the famous turn-of-the century 
dance haunt, is in the reasonably 
priced category. It is a place of 
atmosphere, ballroom dancing and 
a show given in the leisurely pace 
of the ’90s. 





MEXICO LAST YEAR 


Mexico City, Aug. 19. 


Mexico profited by $271,600,000 | their way to the windows to wager 
Aside from selected | from 411,000 tourists last year, this $2,591,863 on eight races and es- 





j 


| RACETRACK AS A.C.’S 


Swell $8,200 in Toronto 


Duplicating his engagement re- 
turns here first thrée weeks in 
June, the Great Morton, Australian 
hypnotist, racked up another near- 
capacity at the Royal Alexandra 
for a neat $8,200, with 1,525-seater 


With only drapes and chairs for | 
setting, non-expensive one-man 
show, using a score of enthusiastic | 
the audience, is 


Ottawa, Aug. 26. 
When Lansdowne Park’s gates 
slammed shut Saturday night (23) 
ito close the 1952 Central Canada 
| Exhibition’s week-long run, tallies 





|revealed the surprising fact that 
50,000 persons less than in 1951 had 
attended this year. Unofficially, 
loss of almost a full day's business 
because of torrential rains, and the 
absence of sales-promoting gim- 
micks and giveaways in admissions 
are blamed for the drop. 

Midway, eatery row and-the ex- 
|hibit buildings were jammed 





NO. 1 COMPETITION? | cept on weanesday (20) when rain 


Atlantic City, Aug. 26. 
There’s no business like track 
business—in Atlantic City, anyway. 
At the Atlantic City track Satur- 
| day (23) 31,378 customers fought 


variety acts, the highlight is the| being 6% greater than the 1951) tablish new records. The previous 
12-gal can-can number. Jo France | total of visitors, the Bank of Mexi- } Saturday (16) 29.640 were on hand 


feels this setup will pull those look-|©® has announced. 
ing for offbeat entertainment with | tourists spent 
a Parisian gimmick. he in 1950. 
Derval is considering U. S. offers | 
to put on his Folies-Bergere. He; were thi 
stressed on his recent visit in N. Y.| Who visit spots along the i 
that he would insist on French/| tional border. They 
principal talent, costuming ‘ 
trappings, conceding to AGVA on in 1950. 
ehorus and supporting acts. 
Rykow Quits Casino 


Meantime, Ivan Rykow, choreog- | 3 , 
rapher of the French Casino, is | more than offset that 


back in Paris after bowing out of | Allars, the bank revealed. 





and ex-balleteer of the Ballet 
Russe, quit the Gotham stint due 
to friction. 

Rykow organized and created the | 
numbers in Paris under the orders | 5" 
of Martini. Show was formed and|the process of demolition. 


- amen Washington’s Strand, loca 

















iS9th and D Sts., N.W. In 





THAT 


earlier, at various phases 





conan career, played vauda, burlesque, 
- grand opera and legit. 
Original theatre was erected in 
\" 1868. First known as Lincoln Hall, 
\) it later became Herzog’s Dime Mu- 
seum and then Herzog’s 9th Street 
Opera House. It was destroyed by 
Caarentty fire in December, 1886. Rebuilt, 
The Clover Club | it was called Herzog’s Theatre, 
then the Academy of Music and 
PORTLAND finally the Strand. 
ron gg prenoart Seattle Books Oriental 
HARRY LAWRENCE P 
1650 Broadway New York Acts for Trade Fair 





COMEDY MATERIAL 
. For All Branches of Theatricals 
cLasows FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the Stars) 


35 ISSUES $25 
First 13 Files $7.00, All 35 issues $25.00 
Singly: $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE Only 


torium, Sept. 6-14. 


nese harmonicist, 
Ahn, Korean _ soprano. 








play the show. 


OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand 
NO C.O.D.'S Williams & Gordon, loca 


BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 Dept. V 


Circle 7-1130 tion and staging the Fair a 


tertainment. 














| years, house had offered pix, but, 


Seattle, Aug. 26. 
Joe Daniels here is booking acts 
for an “East Meets West Revue,” 
a feature of the International Far 
East Trade Fair in the Civic Audi- 


Set are Cham-ber Huang, Chi- 
and Florence 


(Beginning with No. 1—No Skipping) pactéd include Toy & Wing and 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES per book $10 @ —| Val “Sonny” Laigo, Philippine 
H «BLACKOUT BKS.. @a. bk. 333 $ || baritone. The Mandarins, acro- 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES batic act, are booked for Sept. 
GIANT CLASSiciegs ENCYCLOPEDIA || 9-14. Jackie Souders orch will 


is handling publicity and promo- 


nterna- 


| Although Mexicans spent $88,- | 
| 400,000 abroad as tourists last year,| was 250,606, compared to 210,767 
| foreigners visiting Mexico in 1951|in 1951. The average daily betting 
exodus of! now is $1,722,572, compared with 


the Folies-Bergere for four years | Strand, D.C. (Built 1868), 


It is 
ted at 
recent 


of its 


Others 


1 firm, 


nd en- 
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COMEDY BY 


MICKEY 
DEEMS 



















Last year’s| to bet $2,341,617, also a new rec- 
$32,700,000 more | ord. 


The end of the second week of 


Top volume spenders last year; the 48-day season found the total 
the “border tourists,” those | mutuel handle at $20,670,863—17% 


| higher than the $17,627,083 bet in 


spent $13,-| the first 12 days of the 1951 season 


| 


and | 700,000 more than did those visitors | when there were 12 more races be- | 


cause of a ninth race every day. 
Attendance for the two weeks 


$1,468,924 last year, and attendance 
| is 20,884 against 17,564 a year ago. 


| Whether all this helps or, hurts | 


| business in the city is a topic for 
hot debate, with most believing 


Booked for Demolition} ina: resort business as a whole is 


Washington, Aug. 26. 
Another famed old theatre is in 





| the loser. 


Show Biz, Sports Congest 
Portland, Ore., Schedules 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 26. 


For the second time this year the 
|} guy with a buck is scratching his 


loaded with a variety of entertain- 
ment activity in a two-week period. 

The Multnomah County Fair 
ended its week last Saturday (23). 


Beach Ballroom last Friday and 
Saturday nights (22-23). Gorge- 
ous George appeared at the Armory 
Friday night. Tex Beneke orch 
couldn’t get into town, so they ap- 
peared in Salem on Friday and 
Seaside on Saturday. The Shrine 


Saturday night (23). 

The National Women’s Amateur 
Golf tournament opened for a week 
at the Waverly Country Club yes- 
terday (Mon). Next Saturday (30) 
two top pro football teams will play 
at Multnomah Stadium. 
Madam” is set for a week’s run at 


(1). Piper Laurie will do a per- 


the J. J. Parker Broadway Theatre 


Seen My Gal?,” opens on Sept. 8. 

Joan Bennet and Zachary Scott 
in “Bell, Book and Candle” are 
inked into the Mayfair for five 
days. The Portland Baseball Club 
is in town for two weeks starting 
today (Tues.). Every Thursday 


zen Beach Oval, while the big cars 
Sunday 


for a second week at Amato’s Sup- 
per Club and the Day Dreamers 
ditto at Clover Club. All first-run 
theatres are showing strong prod- 


lem opens for a week@ starting La- 
bor Day (1). 

Most of the events listed are 
scaled from $2 to $4.80. 




















Just Concluded 5 Weeks 


PARAMOUNT 


New York 


Thanks to BOB WEITMAN 
BOB SHAPIRO 
HARRY LEVINE 


Manogement: LEON NEWMAN—MARK J. LEDDY 


















BLACK 


DUNDEE 


(Beauty and 
the Lea:t) 


A new note in 
Glamor Comedy 


Opening Sept. ist 
ESQUIRE 
Montreal 
Management: 







































|head as the city becomes over- | 


Ray Anthony orch played Jantzen | 


All-Star football game was, played | 


“Call Me | 
the Auditorium starting Monday | 
sonal for the fall opening and at | 


where her new pic, “Has Anybody | 


night the midget autos run at Jant- | 


race at the Portland track every | 


Johnny O’Brien has been held 


uct. The Oregon State Fair at Sa-' 


{spilled from morning till dark, al- 
| though nearly 50,000 came through 
| the turnstiles. 

| Total attendance for the week 
was 374,759, according to CCE of- 
ficials. 

CCE featured, as usual, Frank 
Bergen's World of Mirth midway 
and Gecerge A. Hamid’s “Grand- 
stand Follies.” The Hamid show 
|was a vast improvement on past 
units. The World of Mirth setup 
was enhanced by presence of 
Barnes Bros. Circus in its ‘httrac- 
tion line. Giving customers okay 
big top acts on a routine midway 
schedule with prices scaled to 60c, 
|Barnes Bros. created a precedent 
jin midway circles this season. 
World of Mirth presented 22 
|shows and 38 rides at the Lans. 
downe Park location, 18 of the rides 
| being for the juves. The moppet 
| portion got its best location on the 
grounds to date, moving in from 


| previous outfield position to set up 
| beside the big rides. 


| The Central Band of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force held the band- 
stand for two daily cuffo concerts 
with an average 10,000 attendance. 





Ottawa Exhib Falls Of 50,000: 
Blame Weather, Poor Promotion 


The bandstand was also used for 
early evening film shows by the 
National Film Board, and a west- 
ern hillbilly layout staged by local 
air indie, CFRA. 

The Coliseum had its customary 
horse show which held its own 
with previous years’ business. 
Cammie Howard's orch, a top local 
| dance band, played for the CCE 
|dancery, replacing name crews 
|from the U. S. (Blue Barron, Tex 
Beneke, etc.) of the past. 
| Canadian Broadcasting Corp., 
loccupying display space in the 
|Manfuacturers’ Bldg., aired sev- 
| eral of its shows from this posi- 
tion, including “The Craigs,” daily 
farm drama; “The Western Five,” 
cowboy musical, and various home 
;} cooking and consumer shows of 
|the gab type. Saerprisingly, with 
| television due to preem in Canada 
|next month, CBC made no visible 
|mention of video in its CCE ex- 
| hibit. 


Arthur Blake’s British 
Dates Before U.S. Return 


London, Aug. 19. 


Back at the Palladium here af- 
ter a tour in Sweden, comedian 
Arthur Blake is set for a number 
of British vaude dates before re- 
turning to his native America the 
end of September. 


Current date at the Palladium 
which is headlined by Frankie 
Laine, is Blake’s second at the the- 
atre in two months. He doubles 
next week into the Chiswick Em- 
pire, and follows his London dates 
with bookings in Leeds, and prob- 
ably Manchester and Birmingham, 














before returning to the States. 
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Starring at the Fabulous 


CASA SEVILLE 


Franklin Sq., L. 1., New York 


“Low Seller Is one of the funniest comedians | have ever had 
the pleasure to present in my cafe.” 


“Low Seiler is sensctional ... in fact Terrific.” 
‘ —lLee Mortimer, 


“Lou Seiler at Casa Sevil!: is funny and original . . . @ find for 





RS 
Ss ‘\ 
Y 
we » 


N 
SSS Qu 
N. 


—Gene Seville 


DAILY MIRROR 


—TIMES 








Exclusive Management: SENIA GAMSA 
1270 SIXTH AVE., NEW YORK 


Plaza 7-1574 
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Versailles, N. Y. 
Mary Small, with Vic Mizzy; 
Emile Petti and Panchito orchs; 
$5 minimum. 















Mary Small is of the Eileen 
Barton, Mitzi Green, Judy Gar- 
land and kindred school of vocal 
prodigies who have matured into 
pros and, having had that long- 
time basic training which makes 
them no upstarts in the business, 
they are well schooled in the tradi- 
tion. Years of growing pains have 
instilled a savvy which is particu- 
larly unique to that segment of 
vaudeville-trained vets, and which 
stands them in such good stead 
because ‘it imparts an authority 
and unique quality that is unde- 
niable. 

It obtains with Miss Small who, 






angen Rage 


unique in repertoire, to give her 
the distinction that ‘ 
recociousness no longer supplies. 

n addition, she punches a little 
too hard, She. has an expert author 
right in her backyard, meaning 
her songwriting husband. who ac- 
comps on the Steinway, and whose 
clicko medley “supplies her with 
one of her sounder routines. 

The punching-too-hard comes 
from that double-voice attempt in 
“Walk Alone” and “Kiss of Fire.” 
She resurrects two of Berlin’s 





for Americans” and “I Don’t Want 
Him, You Can Have Him,” latter 
a relatively lesser. known ballad. 
She utilizes a special vaude intro 
for the singer-and-her-pianoplayer 
routine, leading into the Mizzy 
medley, which the latter modestly 
maestros from the piano. Topper- 
offer is a Billy Daniels takeoff, 
which suggests she might give 
fuller sway to her penchant as a 
comedienne; that’l! pay off bigger 
than as a song delineator. 

The Versailles is vampin’ till 
ready until Edith Piaf marks her 
sixth seasonal return next month. 
Emile Petti’s straight dansapation 
continues and clicks, as does Pan- 
chito’s rhumbas. Abel. 


500 Club. A. C. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 21. 
Sophie Tucker with Ted Shapiro; 
Larry Foster, Clark Bros., Hender- 
son Girls (5), Joe Frasetto, Pete 
Miller Orch; $3 minimum. 
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Paul D’Amico’s smart bistro. 


for 
Tucker has cooled. 
They find she hasn't. 















































the act. 
yells for more 
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follows with ‘Sophie 
School for Red Hot 
“When Sophie Tucker 
Life,” then “Come On-A 
House” and “Four Leaf Clover.” 
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Fat Girl,” “I Want to Say Hello’ 
and, of course, 
Days.” 




















She wraps 
































her face and “Vote 
grabbed for by 


for Tucker,’ 
everyone. 



































4 opening bell to a smash beg 

© 
Larry Foster with his vocal car 

bons of song toppers scores heav 



























































Tucker. Clark Bros. 


¢ ha 
working tapsters 


spot 


ros. are 
in initial 























nice bits. 
ceeing. 


Mark Hopkins. 8. F. 
(PEACOCK COURT) 
San Francisco, Aug. 20. 








with Joe Frasetto em 



































Orch (13): $2 cover. 


This booking 
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challenges including video, thei 
declared next L£oal. 
Current stand shows them mov 
I Ng to eye-value appeal fron 
the odd 
entation, over 
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impact 
Sis is o 
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however, lacks some one big thing, | 


oldies from ‘Miss Liberty,” “Only | 


Even on a dull Sunday and Mon- 
day Sophie Tucker packs them a 
e 
story is the same all week as locals 
and visitors alike scramble aboard 
three shows to see if Miss 


She starts 
with a bang and ends ditto, slam- 
ming home old and new tunes 
while partner Ted Shapiro is at 
the 88 and every so often gets into 
The crowd eats it up and 


Fresh from several months in 
Miss Tucker comes on 
beautifully gowned, dazzling with 
a sable stole on which are pinned 
no less than 10 orchids of various 
Into “How Can I Ever Grow 
Old” goes she, and in rapid fash- 
ion and to continued plaudits she 
Tucker 


Looks at 
My 


Getting away from the music- 
monolog style. she goes into “After 
You've Gone.” “Nobody Loves a 


“Some of These 
up with a 
smash “Sophie Tucker for Presi- 
dent,” tossing out buttons bearing 


ot 


Henderson Girls are on for two! 


Andrews Sisters, Benny Strong 


is solid evidence 
that the Andrews Sisters can adapt 
themselves to almost any show biz 
flying 
It also indicates that the 
£als will be able to meet further 


ear-value and easing into 
Ss-and-ends of visual pres- 
and above their song 
considerable | 
In this seance the empha- 
n movement, chatter and 


| €ybes, is still a must, but there is 
no doubt they are on the right 
track and can manage the hurdle 
with further experimentation. 
Those who have been accustomed 
to the Sisters as chiefly platter and 
ether chupers will have an adjust- 
ment to make; but, as happened.at 
this opener, it won't take long 
until they succumb-and find it 
easy-to-take entertainment and a 
yard wide. 


Herizen Room, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 21. 
Ted Lewis, Geraldine DuBois, 
Manor & Mignon, Meribeth Old, 
Chop Chop, Colleens (4), Elroy 
Peace, Ted Lewis Orch (12);. $1- 
$1.50 cover. 





In Horizon Room, located at the 
new $35,000,000 Greater Pittsburgh 
Airport, about 15 miles from heart 





Breezing on in white off-the- 
shoulder lace and sequin gowns 
| which give them a neat unity, they 
| quickly bounce into a fast “Penn- 
sylvania Polka” 
move on to “Rum and Coca-Cola.’ 
| It is with their “Carmen Boogie,” 
| however, that they really began to 





| 
| 


| move in, and a solid “Peony Bush” | dance floor, and tremendous pic- | 
| which highlights their comedy tim- | ture windows on the far side over | 
looking the field’s giant landing} 


| ing puts them in the clear. 
“Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen,” ex-| 


i 


| ringer, but this is only a momen-| 
| tary slow-up that gives way to two 
| sock solos by Patty, “I Can Dream 
Alone, Can’t I?” and “I'll Walk 
Alone” to score a terrif hand. 

| As a further mixer from their 
| triple parlay, a comedy stint by 
|Maxine and LaVerne—“Why Do 
| They Always Give the Solos to 
| Patty?”—provides further dimen- 
sion to their act, and their milker, 
| “Apple Blossom Time,” is a happy 
closer for rafter appreciation. “Girl 
of The Golden West,” with the 
girls portraying the fraus of Hoppy, 
Rogegs and Autry, aided by prop 
horse costuming, is one of the best 
comedy compotes offered by a sing- 
ing team in some moons. 

Tough audience which started 
off sitting on its hands in one of 
those show-me postures was eating 
out of theirs before 50-minute 
stanza was run. There’s no sub- 
stitute for class and the 45 years 
of the gals‘ combined know-how 
pays off big on their own terms. 

Piano accomp by Wally Weschler 
is a feature in itself. Ted. 


Bar of Musie. L. A. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 21. 
Tito Guizar, Helen Boice, Felix 
DeCola & Benno Rubinyi, Eddie 
Bradford Orch (5); $1.50, $2 mini- 
mum, 


| 





Latune addicts aren’t usually fig- 
ured as making up any sizable per- 
centage of the regulars at this off- 
Hollywood bistro, but there should 
be plenty of converts within the 
next few Weeks. Booking of Tito 
Guizar is an offbeat one that 
should pay off heavily. 


Guizar’s troubadour stint leans 
heavily on the familiars, and 
though he has new material to 
spice the turn, such evergreens as 
“Rancho Grande” still earn his 
biggest returns. Among the newer 
items is a Latin-styled “Wheel of 
Fortune” that he pounds over 
strongly, letting the ditty take its 
place with his now w.k. “Chatta- 
nooga Shoe Shine Boy.” A new 
latune, “Usted,” and “Loveliest 
Night of the Year” are his closest 
approaches to the romantic, but 
the entire stint is handled in a 
dreamy-eyed fashion that cues 
strong distaff interest. And that 
fancy gold-on-white vaquero cos- 
tume adds to the impact. 

Back at the Bar after an absence 
of several months is Helen Boice, 
whose hilarities have earned her a 
hefty local following. Humor is 





| of interruptions of interruptions. 
| It’s slickly sold, however, to evoke 
| pretty steady laughter, especially 
when she reprises some of the ma- 
| terial heard last time around. Two- 
piano team of Felix DeCola and 
Benno Rubinyi continues to pound 


’ 


Has | out everything from Gypsy airs to 
them with her all the way from. boogie and the Eddie Bradford 


-|orch handles dance chores be- 
tween the staggered floorshow 
-' offerings. Kap. 


ily in the spot preceding Miss} Nautilus. Miami Beach 


Miami Beach, Aug. 24. 
Nancy Donovan, The Bradys 
(2), Freddy Calo Orch; $2 mini- 
-| mum. 





as a’ warmer and | 
*thas to offer. 


| 
} 


close to the ribald side and is built | 


of Golden Triangle, this town has 
a nitery as beautiful as they come. 


|It’s easily the class of Pittsburgh, 
}and will stand up against anything 


New York, Chicago or Hollywood 


a smail 


Seats around 450, with 
raised 


glass fence around the 


strips. Huge drapes from ceiling 


humed out of the mothballs and/|to floor cover the columns stanc- | 
adolescent | showing its age, is less than a bell- ing between the windows, and 


color scheme’s soft and warm. En- 
trance itself to Horizon Room is 
luxurious and roomy, a long, thick- 
ly-carpeted corridor leading past 


adjoins it. First look at the spot 
is one of disbelief since Pittsburgh 
has long been notoriously back- 
ward in the matter of exciting 
cafes. 


There are still some kinks but 
they should be straightened out in 
time.’ The show lighting leaves 
something to be desired and the 
tables near the big windows will 
have to be terraced or else people 
sitting’ at them won’t be able to 
see the show. Whoever thought 
of putting the back rows a couple 
of levels below ringside obviously 
doesn’t know much about cafe co2- 
struction. The architect’s mind 
was apparently on the more im- 
portant details of the huge project, 
which already has become the 
showplace of this section of the 
country. 


Room, along with Greater Pitts- 
burgh Airport’s bars, restaurants 
and hotel, is being operated under 
concession by Andy Chakeres, who 
used to run the big 1,100-seat 
Vogue Terrace, and he has a place 
that’s bound to become a must. 
Tremendous airport parking lot 
will likewise be a boon to the nit- 
ery since it’s cheap auto storage 
(25c for four hours) and only a 
hop, skip and jump to the en- 
trance and then on the escalators 
to the Horizon. 


Of course, Chakeres has a nat- 
ural in Ted Lewis for his opening 
attraction. Lewis has long been 
heavy sugar for Chakeres at the 
Vogue Terrace and should be ditto 
here, even if. the Horizon doesn’t 
have half the capacity of his old 
place. For Lewis it’s.a much bet- 
ter room to work in, discounting 
the lighting deficiencies. 

There’s very little to be said of 
Lewis at this late date except to 
reiterate that there -aren’t very 
many showmen like him or shows 
like his in cafes these days. He’s 
more the master showman than 
ever before. His. unit rums an 
hour and a half and there isn’t a 
soft spot in it. Naturally, the 

Me and My Shadow,” with Elroy 
Peace as his alter-ego, and “When 
My Baby Smiles At Me” are still 
the pieces de resistance; but then 
everything Lewis does, the “Face 
and the Body” comedy bit and the 
medley with cute, frisky Geraldine 
DuBois, and the hocus-pocus he’s 
injected into the clever magic act 
of Chop Chop and Charlene, rings 
the bell. They couldn't get enough 
of him here. 


Lewis also has Manor & Mignon, 
a terrific ballroom team with flaw- 
less grace; Meribeth Old, spectacu- 
lar acro dancer, and the Four Col- 
leens, a crack harmony group who 
furnish some good vocal back- 
grounds besides an effective spot 
of their own. A production num- 
ber with the entire company, exud- 
ing a lot of Gay Paree atmosphere, 
scares up plenty of movement and 
| gets the show off to a flying start. 
It’s in from that point, and what 
Lewis and his associates come up 





Nancy Donovan makes 
| smart booking for this 
| Driftwood Room, which is 
|competish locally for the 
Souci Blue Sails Room along hotel 
row. 


for a 


sole 


lass, well groomed and smartly ar- 
ranged in her vocal ideas. Her so- 
pranoings embrace the best of the 
_better pops with enough special 
lyrics to keep the blend aud-win- 
ning. Handles self in assured man- 
r 


hotel’s | 


The Irish thrush is a handsome! see Lew 


ner and with the class touch that; Romanos Bros. 








with later can be counted under 

the heading of an extra divvy. 
His band does a crack job of 

|; accompanyiag the show and also 


Sans | dishes out some okay dansapation 


| between the two nightly perform- 
|ances. They're going to come to 
is and will stay to rave 
e Horizon Room. Cohen. 


about th 


Flamingo, Las Vedas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 21. 

Connee Boswell, Dick Wesson, 

(3), Herb Flem- 


} 


marks a winner. Delivery is au-| ‘"9ton, Flamingo Starlets (8), Ike 


thentic 
standers 


1 


all the way 


her “Yiddishe Mama” 


national items and has to beg off. 


song- takeoff. Freddie Calo and his orch 

: eo _ development of a|back in apt style and keep the 

: aa me _ to provide continuity, floor filled for the dansapation. 
lich will register via the; TVji eo. @ ?i 1) ¢ Lary. 


and “Same Old Shillelagh.” Works | 
in calypso stuff with other inter-| 


The Bradys are standards here, 
with smoothly delineated Latino 
terps and a sprightly Charleston | though 


with out-| Carpenter Orch (10); no cover or 


| minimum. 

Same pairing of Connee Boswell 
j}and Dick Wesson as in a former 
| Flamingo marquee will pay off in 
| suifable traffic for two frames. Al- 
each works separately, 
|they combine at close of Boswell 
|stint for a special fillip which 
| spurs interest and applause. 


The Louisiana thrush #éterns 


attractive Serpentine Bar which | 


!with eye-stopping wardrobe, even 
more lavish than her former out- 
lays which was plenty expensive. 
Style of thrushing is in the easy 
manner, yet with a fine sense of 
the beat. She’s from the swing 
school and perforce must imbue 
most melodies with insistent drive 
that catches on and sets tablers’ 
feet to tapping. 

Heads into “Sittin’ on Top of 
the World” with characteristic 
fervor, following with.~a _ neat 
“Walkin’ My Baby Back Home.” 
Ballads with great feeling, “I 
Know What it Means to be Lone- 
some,” earboning her Decca disk, 
and forays into new tempo for her 
“Beguine,” also a platter pop. 


Wardrobe change is cue for 





| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


Me” and “Somebody Stole My 
Gal.” Back once more in centre 
position, she chants the fave, 


“Marthe,” to cheers. Sets up en- 
trance for Wesson as Crosby, duet- 
ing “Basin St. Blues,” tickling all 
palates. Waltz sequence with Wes- 
ison piloting the thrush around in 
her special chair brings cheers, 
and finale whips up a _ jitterbug 
tempo with entire cast and line 
joining in. 

Wesson brings on a batch of new 
material designed to show off his 
artful mugging, Although pace was 
slow at show caught and music 
cues weren’t picked up promptly, 
comedian will doubtless move in 
with greater force as shows go on. 
Has a nitery sketch on which to 
hang several characters—barfly, 
ex-pug nitery boniface, simpering 
baritone, spender, Maurice the 
Magician, and busty gal chirp. 
Closes with “Men of Distinction” 
parade enclosing payoff inebriate 
for excellent returns. 

Romanos Bros. whip and toss 
themselves into a fury for a sock 
opener. Lads not only are fine 
acrobats but combine comedy into 
their fold of tricks. Some of this is 
slow to bring returns because of 
no-microphone setup and inability 
to project voices into far corners 
of the capacious room. Their 
three-high and fall brings gasps 
and mitts, followed by slapstick 
stuff, buildup into spot. butter- 
flies and three-wey cart-off for 
extra palms. 

Flamingo Starlets, with choreog- 
raphy by Lindsay and Saphire, 
propel moderne exercises while 
encased in stunning . costumes. 
Femmes are slick and just right 
for Flamingo gambling clientele. 
Herb Flemington, production 
warbler, is somewhat weak in_ his 
emcee .chores, but sings an okay 
background for the chicks’ rounds. 
Ike Carpenter orchestra will give 
necessary support when  every- 
thing smooths out for the run. 


Will, 


Birdland, N. Y. 
Sarah Vaughan, Slim Gaillard 
and Bill Harris bands; $2.50 mini- 

mum, 98c general admission. 





This Broadway jazz spot has 
come up with its strongest lineup 
in some time via this tandem book- 
ing of Sarah Vaughan and the 
Slim Gaillard crew. Potency of 
the draw for the hepcat trade to 
which spot caters is indicated by 
the consistent standup business 
here since this show opened last 
Thursday (21), 


Miss Vaughan has been here be- 
fore and knows how to give the 
crowd the necessary kicks. 
though she’s moderating the tricky | 
vocals mannerisms on her Colum- 
bia disks, she’s still purveying 
them in her personal appearances 
with considerable impact. She’s 
one of the standout stylists in the 
trade and her sliding notes remind 
of Yma Sumac talent except that 
here it’s strictly in the jazz medium. 


For her current stand, Miss 
Vaughan is mixing up the ballads 
and the rhythm numbers, offering 
such tunes as “I Cover the Water- 
front,” “It’s Nice Work If You Can 
Get It,” “Body and Soul,” “Time 
to Go,” “Perfidio” and “Tenderly.” 
In either genre, she holds this 
crowd, which is usually noisy, in 
total silence. That's the surest 
tribute to her delivery. 


Slim Gaillard is another fave 
along the jazz nitery belt. Gaillard 
has a good rhythm quintet, with 
himself on electric guitar, but it’s 
Gaillard’s antics which sell this 
crew. He's a free-wheeling comic 
with glib double-talk ability which 
he mixes up with the jive gab. His 
vocals have the same comedy 
touch and he ranks among the bet- 
ter clowns of jazz, along with 
Dizzy Gillespie in the latter’s light- 
er moods, 

The Bill Harris crew fills in with 
the frenetic type of jazz associated 
with the progressive movement in 
the idiom. Harris plays with drive 
but the band frequently sounds on 
the noisy side. He hits, however 
with Birdland customers. Het. 





| 


spinet to be rolled onstage and a | tightened up the whole i 
Boswellian romp on the 88s ac- | teresting hour’s producti 
comping her piping of “Forgive | 


Al- | 


Uh ay 
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Riverside, Reno 


Frank Souter Aug. 22 


~ Presentation — 
Peep Show”; producer, ‘Mey! 
Teleee choreographer, Tito Var 
dez; th Tito & Louise, Ving ee 
lin & Enchanted Strings (5) Fae 
Marshall, Bobby May, The Albiee 
Linda Bishop, Leni Lyny Ben 
Hamilton; no cover or minimum 
Condensed version of Mike 


Todd’s “Peep Show” 
Sennes a burlesque | 
date package. 


Lives Frank 
le layout in a ge. 
Sensitive to cus. 


| tomer reaction and th 





» } a+ 
of a theatre-restaurant a5 n°" 
pared to. a theatre, Sennes oa 
erased extraneous material tossed 
out some suggestive bits ‘and 
nto an in. 
on. 
_ Careful to retain the original 
idea of slightly dressed girls th 
most denuded display stil! stays in 
bounds and is well received by a 
usually reserved patronage. Burley 
bits are no worse and no better 


than Olsen and Johnson’s. 


Reno, considered a “hot” < 
outsiders, is probably the a 
viewer of this type of show in the 
cquntry. If it goes here with even 
moderate success, it would be safe 
to predict good reception every. 
where. And as it looks now, “Peep 
Show” is going to do far better 
-than moderate biz here. 

Opening number with 14 tall 
beauts led by Linda Bishop igs 
“Take a Peep,” an invitation with 
big keys carried by each. Bobby 
May is first up among the acts, 
He’s a frantic juggler who draws 
hefty mitts with unusual tricks, 
First skit has Red Marshall as psy. 
chiatrist who tries to get Linda 
Bishop on the w.k. couch for an 
analysis—of some kind. This gives 
ample opportunity for Marshall's 
clowning. His receptionist, Leni 
Lynn, is left in the office alone to 
sing “The Man I Love.” 

A “Cat Women” production 
number, with girls in claws and 
little else, is sexiest routine. Four 
boys in tight black liven it up, 
There’s a lot of clawing and aban- 
don done. to Stan Kenton’s “Ar 
tistry.” ‘Miss Bishop sings the 
meaning, and Louise winds up the 
affair with a delicious shimmy 
while being tossed around. 

A courtroom skit gets yocks with 
Red Marshall as the judge trying 
to determine the father of an il- 
legitimate child. It’s the judge's. 
Most tasteful number ‘is Ving 
Merlin with his four gir! violinists. 
In graceful: motion and _ perfect 
blending, the five play ahd dance 
through ‘‘Blue Tango,” “Hot 
Canary” and “Flight of the Bumble 
Bee.”” Charming bit is conversa- 
tion by Merlin with the four girls, 
all in unmistakeably clear violin 
language. While ‘Ving and girls 
play, Tito and Louise trace a de- 
lightful terp with the girl thinly 
veiled. ’ 

The Albins, in a comic ballet, 
click in some ridiculous poses and 
motions, with boff returns for a 
sudden and sensational finish. 

A dentist's office sketch is Mar- 
shall’s funniest and longest. It 
precedes closing production. “Do 
You Remember?” melody launches 
a “Roaring ’20s” closer with flap- 
ers and mates in a Charleston. A$ 
the tempo increases, Tito & Louise 
charge in to the number. Girls 
suddenly cast off confining clothes 
and get down to business with a 
furious shimmy. In the midst of 
the confusion with everybody 
aboard, gorgeous gal is floated on 
stage in bathtub brimming with 
suds. Macu. 


Mocambo. Hollywood 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Sole shift in the Mocambo lay- 
out for the current fortnight Is @ 
the vocal department, with home- 
town boy Byron Palmer making 
good in his Coast nitery bow. It's 
a stint that should set the pace 
for more nitery bookings and easé 
the path into films for this per- 
‘sonable singer who clicked 08 
‘Broadway in “Where's, Charley 
| In this era of stylists, a standup 
| singer is a refreshing change — 
| Palmer has the necessary standare 
‘equipment to become a_ distal 
‘fave. Goodlooking, with an aul 
/manner, he parlays a rich, [ul 
| Voice into palm-pounding rr 
‘In the intimate atmosphere 0! ° 
'Mocambo, he could easily Te 
|with the mike and a a 
patter would help. But at ee 
| be no complaints about his sinsin™ 
| It’s easy, listenable and \ ell- par 
ranging from the romantic ba : 
| to the robust semi-concert Pi four 
Billy Daniel and his oO 
femmes hold over for another fo 
night and continue to Score.) 
(a whirlwind dance show seeps 
production numbers and duetert 
are intermingled for top © 
Daniel has added a £45 
ing bit that adds to ! apable 
Music continues in the Cor. 
hands of Eddie Oliver aie 
Felix Martinique ¢re™ 9” ap. 
drés. '° ; 


| 





| 
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Wednesday, August 27, 1952 VARIETY NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 54 
Reosevelt Hotel, N. 0. ae et — go Duo a El Rancho, Las Vegas 
(BLUE ROOM) cludes wk. “Sweet Violets” for Las Vegas, Aug. 20. t 
New Orleans, Aug. 23._ sot ee and «tumult from) Ben Blue, Borrah Mineviteh’s | ew ACIS 
Nadine & Ray Schramm, Si > Harmonica Rascals (5) with John- | , 
Kroft, Topper Martyn, Alis Foster, f Gray resumes front and centre ny Puleo; Sid Slate, Tiictiien Sulli-| ELLIOTT REID 1 ALLAN & ASHTON 
Bob Houston, The Rookies, Ray | ‘or by ane belt of material, | yan, Bill Skipper, Joy Walker, Comedy | Bones 
Pearl Orch (14); $2 minimum. — | Most of it conceived by seripter| Fluff Charlton, El Rancho Girls|9 Mins. | 23 Mies, N 
i uller. Hits some yackpots in (8), Ted Fio Rito Orch (10); no Roxy, N. Y. Ciro’s, Hollywood } 


New offering in this swank noc- 
turnal rendezvous adds up to top- 
flight entertainment on ice. Bill 
combines speed, skill, precision, 
comedy and other ingredients and 
holds customer interest high. Ac- 
complished rink specialists make 
up the roster of 50-minute display, 
done with a fine hand all the way. 

Nadine & Ray Schramm are a 
top duo on the blades. They have 
a wide catalog of tricks and sharp 
routines that show off excellent 
skating skills. Team’s acro antics 
hit top audience response. 


Sid Kroft’s puppet turn is one | 


of the outstanding features of bill. 


ulating the strings of his dolls. He 
gives them a lifelike quality seldom 
seen. Best of little characters is 
stripteaser who sheds clothing and 
does series of bumps and grinds 
that make some of 
Quarter gals look like novices. He 
captures show's top honors. 

Topper Martyn’s juggling rou- 
tines have been adapted for use on 
the deep freeze. He performs a 
good assortment of tricks with 
balls, hats, umbrellas and -sundry 
items skillfully and gives the show 
a novelty note. 

Alis Foster is an applause-pro- 
ducing skater. A striking dish in 
a hula skirt, the auburn-haired 
looker keeps the tableholders in- 
terested with two Hawaiian rou- 
tines. 

Skaters, seldom strong singers, 
leave the warbling chores to Bob 
Houston, the show’s emcee, who 
scores heavily with such tunes as 
“Walking My Baby Back Home,” 
“Kiss of Fire” and “Here In My 
Heart.” Houston, an M-G-M disk- 
er, socks across his songalog and 
shows a strong potential for solo 
spots in any medium. 

Nadine Schramm also hits home 
in her solo stint, giving a thrilling 
exhibition of “bendovers, twirls, 
spins and rhythm skating. Gal has 
plenty of eye appeal. Ray Schramm 
also returns for a slick piece of 
solo artistry to “Star Dust.” 

The comedy department is in the 
experienced hands of Neil Rose & 
Meryl Baxter, billed as the Rook- 
ies. Their work is hilarious. Team's 
amazing routines, slick acrobatics 
and crazy antics are of the belly 
variety. Both are smasho skaters. 

Ray Pearl’s musicrew plays for 
the show and ankle-bending of 
customers. Group is equally at 
home with the sweet or zingy stuff 
and made a nice impression at 
opener, eschewing the intricate 
musical patterns in favor of a mel- 
odic line. All their renditions are 
smooth and easy on the ear. Band’s 
evident relaxation and enjoyment 
in their work project to the table- 
holders. Pearl carries group of 
specialists who double as soloists. 
His vocalists, Lois Costello, a look- 
er, and Bill Darlowe, share in the 
evening’s honors. Liuz. 


Desert Inn, Las Vegas 
: Las Vegas, Aug. 19. 
Billy Gray, Patti Moore & Beu 
Lessy, Cheerleaders (5), Larry 
Greene, Lucky Girls (8), Carlton 
Haves Orch (11); no cover or 
minimum, 





_ This Billy Gray packet, moving 
into this nitery from his own boite 
in Hollywood, is a brash and some- 
times brazen comedy bacchanalia. 
The Gray delivery too often points 
up Yiddish expressions and pro- 
fane verbiage, better suited for 
intime surroundings than on din- 
ner shows in a hotel. This, in spite 
of the fact that gambling spas are 
not havens for the prissy set, still 
may prove a liability in overall 
three weeks. 

Combination of Gray and Patti 
Moore & Ben Lessy is introed at 
the top following a socko prime 
by Lucky Girls flinging an elec- 
trifying “Can Can.” Sketch with 
Gray as waiter, Moore & Lessy as 
diners, contains high humor. 

Cheerleaders move in with a 
period of warbling before the mad- 
house comedy resumes. Song 
combo, consisting of three guys, 
two femmes, is a sharp adjunct. 
Look well while intoning harmo- 
hies on “Back in Your Own Back 


Yard,” “Be Mine” and “Sugar 
Blues,” 
Gray then takes over with a 


Short session of jokes culminating 
in a funny parody of Johnnie Ray 
‘weeping, “Little White Dice That 
Lied.” Setup paves way for Moore 
& Lessy inning, with the pair sell- 
Ing almost at the start. Plenty of 
‘ips and = guffaws accompany 
Lessy’s -weird terps and popcorn 
juggling in “Good Old Summer 
i ime,” “Heigh Ho Fiddle De Dee.” 
dhe Lessy period at the Steinway 
is tops, wherein he scrambles the 
keys alongside of accomper Larry 
‘reene, and winds up pjunking 


“Kelly’s, Morrelli’s, and Lipshitz’s,” 
a peensy oe eR Oe = a or 
in his Texan ri n Top o Biz will be steady for the next 
nemyry: wurerence in sons-wore- | two frames as Ben Blue holds a 
ge is too blue. Exits briefly while | comedy parlay with the Harmonica 
Crcectentert set up “Ballet,” in! Rascals. 

tere: into a paterious cantalit Ge Blue holds pretty well to ma- 
“Nijinsky, Minsky. and Bojinski.” | terial dished up before in this same 


cover or ininimum. 








Elliott Reid, who hit paydirt last} Brace of fresh, talented young- 


‘season with his monolog satire of | sters, Bebe Allan and Barry Ashton 


the televised Kefauver investiga-| dance rings around the Ciro boards, 
tions in the Broadway revue, “Two| and while booked in for only a 
On the Aisle,” has come up with a/ week as supporting attraction to 
similar stint for his vaude bow.} Rose Marie, holding over, should 
His sharp wit this time is aimed at, find the showcasing richly benefi- 
the tele coverage of the récent Chi| cial. They would fit into any room 
| with their satirical takeoffs on the 








the French | 


cellent in all backdrops, 
Greene’s piano a great asset to 
headliners’ turns. Will. 


|\Sans Seuci, Miami B’ch 
Miami Beach, Aug. 24. 
Stone & Shine, Chris Columbo, 


ik.’ Ann Herman Dancers (4), Sacasas 
Youngster .is a master at manip-| 


Orch; $2 minimum. 





This top hotel pop spot among 
cafe crawlers in the area, local 
and tourist, has come up with a 
solidly satisfying topline act Stone 
& Shine, for next two frames. Al- 
though their comedics are all too 
familiar in too many instances, 
anomaly is their garnering of a 
steady series of yocks for optimum 
| results. 

Combo of Stone & Shine is re- 





| 
| 


} 
| 
| 
| 
' 





| 


|'mindful of a Martin and Lewis; | 


| but they toss in enough twists and 
originals to leaven the carbonings. 
Shine is an adept hoofer with an 
amiable personality who acts as 





la well-versed sesh of heel and toe 


work. Works in incisive impreshes 
of Bill Robinson, among other 
hoofing greats, for rapid build. 
With Bert Stone there is a well 
handled routining of originals and 
familiars. Some of the stuff is on 
the too-often-heard side, but twists 
on lines heip to take off the fam- 
iliar edge. 

Stone’s dialects are howlers, 
best being his British type. On 
some of the waggery his mugging 
reminds of Red Skelton, which 
might be the answer to too much 
of the act—that “I’ve seen it be- 
fore” reaction. Withal, the laughs 
keep coming. Topper is takeoff on 
Durante, Ted Lewis and Martin & 
Lewis. They don’t need the M&L 
bit. With some specially tailored 
material the duo could easily be 
ready for the better things in cafe 
and video. 

Chris Columbo holds over with 
his soundly handled vocals. . Still 
tends to over-dramatize, some of 
his arrangements but overall, 
holds them all the way. Ann Her- 
man terpers purvey the mambo- 
sambas authentically for the hip- 
swing addicts. Sacasas and his 
orch are tops on the showbacks. 

Lary. 


Gay Nineties. S. F. 
San Francisco, Aug. 22. 
Bea & Ray Goman, Bay City 
Four, Pat Yankee, Ellerton Ames. 








Informality, nostalgia and corn 
are the triple-bromide which have 
made this a favorite spot for’ tour- 
ists and localites alike, with lan- 


the appeal. 

Bea & Ray Goman are vet vaude 
worthies who know their way 
around a stage and have built 
solid boxoffice based on southern 
fried chicken, baked ham, songs of 
the bicycle-for-two era and down 
to earth prices. Located in the 
heart of what was once the brash 
Barbary Coast, this is a mecca for 


the fleet’s-in contingent, visiting 
firemen, small-towners in for a 
gander and hometowners out to 


turn the clock back and give their 
rusty vocal chords a ball. 

Garbed in the garish gay ‘90s 
| hoop-de-doos, the Gomans, 
/Ray also in the emceeing chore, 





jter and comedy (with Ellerton 
| Ames at the piano since 1903) of 
|mostly special material which fits 
/the place and the patronage like a 
glove. A genial couple, the Gomans 
|know their oats and feed them to 


tern slides and tears-in-the-beers | 
community singing a hefty part co? | 





' 


the introer and on his own sets up | 


| the yocks. 





Carlton Hayes orch sounds ex- | SP°t. foregoing other bits because 
: with | Of panto by Johnny Puleo in Har- 


monica Rascals’ preceding turn. 
Holds interest with several quips 
to start his montage, is interrupted 
by Sid Slate during some terps. 
Segues into “Chandu,” time-hon- 
ored Blue sketch, which brings out 
Followup “Ten Cents a | 
Dance” has Marilyn Sullivan for | 
femme interest, Slate as the waiter, | 
but lacks a strong punchline. Blue 
heads off into more skidding | 
around the floor and is usurped by | 
Slate’s applause-tickling “Charies- | 
ton.” More Blue terps make for 
weak curtain. Better impression 
would be made if “Chandu” could | 
become the windup. 

Harmonica Rascals insert new 
pieces of business with the little 
Puleo roping all orbs and laughs. | 
The mite skitters about, gets | 
rapped, slapped and _  bopped 
aplenty, and his panto work still re- 
mains the greatest. Lads manage | 


political conventions. _ . 

In a series of voice impressions 
that are, at times, uncanny, Reid 
carbons the windbag politicos, tele 
announcers and such commentators 
as Elmer Davis, Gabriel Heatter 
and H. V. Kaltenborn. His patter 
is clever, and although his delivery 
befits an intimate 
small legiter, he projects in this 
big house for sock results. 

faterial is at all times fresh and 


vention coverage augurs wide ac- 
ceptance of his barbed satire. Stage 


| manner and appearance are »dded 


assets. Gros. 


|JO ANN MORRIS 


Sones 
9 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 
Jo Ann Morris, a striking brunet, 


{earries a physical aura of sophis- | 


frequently reflected 


tication that's 
j Miss Morris’ tunes 


in her songs. 


nitery or a| 


serious standards of the choreo set. 

Miss Allan is a shapely redhead 
with plenty of sex allure, and her 
interpretive movements of a slith- 
ery, sultry adagioist are skillfully 


executed. Ashton is light-footed 
and fast, and tosses his partner 
around with all the acrobatic 


| flourishes. 
| Their burlesque of the stars of 
“Street Car Named Desire” is high 


' 


the vast aud which viewed the con-| humor. Both are excellent dancers 


| but their forte is the comedy touch, 

| They remind of so many others of 

| the terp elite and conjure up fa- 

| vorable comparisons. Helm 

| eanaiaignalabaiecmiasetenie 

‘CARLA & FERNANDO 
DANCERS (6) 

Spanish Dancing 

11 Mins, 

| Palace, N. Y. 

| Carla & Fernando Dancers, com- 

| prising three mixed couples, are a 

| flashy Castilian act that should fit 

|the majority of media. They mix 


to blow “Poet and Peasant Over- | are standards, but treatments have | gamenco work with the more staid 


ture,” “Nightingale” and “Peg 
O’ My Heart” with the funny | 
touches of mayhem inserted. Show- | 
stopping mitts bring back Rascals | 
for Puleo and Frank Marquis to | 
duet “Swanee,” and appeasement | 
of tablers’ ardor. 


Bill Skipper is the sailor with | 
girl in every port during El Rancho | 
Girls’ opener. He skids about with | 
Joy Walker before introing each 
gal in national costumes and winds 
up with Fluff Chariton as chick | 
from Erin. Line prances forth be- | 
tween Rascals and Blue to a good 
“Mambo.” 


Ted Fio Rito Orch capable all 
the way. Will. | 








Gatineau Club, Ottawa 
Ottawa, Aug. 23. | 

Calgary Bros. (2), Jesse, James | 
& Cornell, Jerry Cooper, June 
Oliver Girls (6), Harry Pozy Orch | 
(8); 75¢ admission, $1 Sat. | 





Gatineau Country Club patrons, 
increasing now after a droop dur- 
ing the Central Canada Exhibition 
week, get a smooth, fast and color- | 
ful revue by June Oliver, who! 
builds her show to a rapid pace. 
In it she’s got the Gatineau’s 
standout warbler, Jerry Cooper, 
who handles all his chores in top| 
form but gets closer than ever to | 
the customers this bill with a) 
Gershwin session. 


Held over are panto comics, the | 
Calgary Bros., who have added | 
okay new material as encore—im- 
pressions of famous types meeting | 
on the street. The addition is on) 
the same high level as the rest of 
their stuff and has the customers 
rolling. New here is the acroterp | 





,team of Jesse, James & Cornell, | 


} 
| 


| 


} 


keeping the table-sitters breathless | 
with energetic tap dances. 


Besides emceeing, Cooper works 
to excellent advantage in four pro- | 
duction numbers with the Oliver | 
cuties. Opener is “Singin’ in the | 
Rain,” then a salute to Gershwin, 
followed by “Last Time I Saw! 
Paris” and a collegiate rugby item | 
using names of Canadian pro ball | 
faves to rouse boos and kudos. 
Cooper and the girls get best | 


showing in the Gershwin item. | 


| Singer, aided by new mikes, gives 


with | 


'socko handling to “Embraceable 
| You” and other Gershwin re- 
liables. Girls work effectively in| 


| “Rhapsody in Blue,” with a slick 


‘each turn in a stint of song, chat-| pallet solo by newcomer Geraldine 


Braun. F 
Harry Pozy orch handles show 


and customer dancing in usual | 


satisfactory manner. Johnny John- 
'ston wins a score for his piano 


‘the maudlin merry-makers with a, 


/sure hand. 

The Bay City Quartet also turns 
‘the clock back with a sheaf of old- 
| ies, all the way from “Just Like the 
/Girl who Married Dear Old Dad” 
ito “Put on Your Old Gray Bon- 
net.’ This is big click with the 
murkey minnesingers and mildewed 
mockingbirds who come to en- 
itertain as well as be entertained. 
|There are also two stunty chime- 


| All good fun, and it doesn’t hurt 


| the liquor sales. 

| Thrushing by Pat Yankee, who 
fills out her gowns aptly, supplies 
|'more tear-duct favorites, with “You 
'Made Me Love You” and “A Good 
'Man Is Hard to Find” her first two 
‘pitches and “Give My Regards To 
| Broadway” a curve down the mid- 
dle.) . cotckas 2083 Ted. . 


| ringing items which go over nicely. | 


) tively. .., 1 ‘ 


work in lounge. Gorm. 


RCA Seminar 


Continued from page 41 























ee 
time Victor has issued 78 rpm plat- 
ters in seven-inch size. 

Victor is kicking off its full sea- 
son with one of the most extensive 
ad campaigns in the company’s his- 
tory. Campaign will hit every 
medium and will be tied both to 
the company’s new releases and 
the 45 rpm EP system. ; 

Larry Kanaga, Victor sales man- 
ager, addressed the N. Y. meet 
along with Irving Sarnoff and Phil 
Silverman. vice-prexy and disk 
sales manager for Bruno, respec- 


|an individual approach. 


| variety. 


;number is 


,might find better values 


' with 


| Thing” for a getoff. 


Pipes are 
basically good and so is her pro- 
jection. 

At the present time, Miss Mor- 
ris sometimes carries the air of 
sophistication to the point of being 
brittle, but it’s a quirk of style 
that can easily be remedied, since 
her pipes are deep and basically 
warm. This is evidenced in “Kiss 
of Fire” and the-sexiness of “Birth 
of the Blues.” Jos 


COOK SISTERS (2) 
Dance 

8 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie's. N. Y. 

Vivian & Judy Cook comprise a 
pair of attractive and well-built 
femmes whose terp routines indi- 
cate careful preparation and long 
study. They already indicate an 
expertness in taps and turns that 
should carry them a long way on 
the cafe and theatre circuits. They 
are nicely costumed. 

The Cook girls also dish 
Their topper is a Cas- 
tilian-styled terp that has good 
pacing and excellent patterns. 
There are some sections of their 
act that reflect oldtime thinking, 
but these can be easily — 

ose. 


out 


LEWIS & LOLA 


10 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Lewis & Lola apparently have 
been around the circuits but 
haven’t shown up in the New Acts’ 
files. This boy-and-girl team has 
a comedy dance and acro routine 
that makes it eligible for most 
sight situations. 

Opening gambit is a corn-fed 
number which gets them off to a 
nice start. They follow with a 
series of dances interspersed with 
acro antics which get midterm ap- 
plause. There’s a good thread of 
comedy throughout the proceed- 


ings. They're off to good mitts. 
Jose. 

DREAMERS 

Sones 

& Mins. 


Apollo, N. Y. 

This sepian foursome fone girl) 
is a routine vocal group. Basic 
weakness is lack of warmth. Best 
“Please Don't Leave 


| Me,” but even here it’s projected 
' too mechanically. 
'*Until Real Thing Comes Along” 


Other tunes are 


and “Somebody Loves Me.” 
Shuffle-off exit indicates they 
in the 
comedy-song groove combined with 
novelties. Trau. 


SHERRY STEVENS 
Songs 


'12 Mins. 


RDA Club, Philly 

Newest singer at this private 
club, which features a_ vocalist 
the house band, is Sherry 
Stevens, statuesque brunet who 
makes effective floor appearance. 
Chirper has strong pipes, with 
most coloring in the lower reg- 
ister. 

Best offering is 
“Something I Dreamed Las 
Night,” which is marred slightly 
by excessive and inexpert use of 
hands. Voice is solid. however, and 
singer scores with recitative ver- 
sion of “Be Mine.” Miss Stevens 
opens and closes with taster lilts—- 
“Deed I Do” for the come-on and 
the suggestive “You've Got That 
Gagh, 


the dramatic 


Iberian dances. Result is an artful 
|and flashy presentation, excellently 
| costumed, that rates applause. 

| The sextet opens with a mala- 
| guena and then shows off routines 
\that require some heavy castanet- 
| ing and flamenco. The precision is 
| excellent and the net effect is one 


that results in heavy applause 
| while giving an artistic tone to the 
| bill. Jose, 


! 


|; NICHOLS & HALEY 
Comedy Dancing 

9 Mina. 

Palace, N. Y. 

Nichols & Haley, boy-and-girl 
pair, are hard-working and virtue 
ally knock themselves out for com- 
edy effects. Their dancing has its 
moments, but large sections of 
their verbiage could stand mod- 
ernization. 

They net fine mitts at the Palace, 
but would need many new lines for 


flossier situations. Jose. 

VICTOR CHARLES’ PERSON- 
ALITIES 

Marionets 

10 Mins. 


Palace, N. Y. 

Victor Charles is an expert ma- 
| tionet manipulator whose _ act 
should make the course for nitery, 
vaude and teevee work. He has a 
variety of characters, most of 
which are given good personalities, 
His Negro dancer and skater, al- 
though showing no new character- 
izations, are expertly done. He has 
speed and pacing, 

The drawback is the long time 
devoted to a clown character. The 
wistfulness is difficult to project, 
and the time devoted to it isn’t 
worth the results. Jose. 


3 HOLLIDAYS 


Three Hollidays are three nicely 
built and well-dressed boys pre- 
senting a neat dance act. Their 
routines have novelty and there 
are some good basic designs. 

Their major fault is reliance on 
some oldhat terp tricks. The lads 
are still young enough to present 
a fresh facade, and some new dance 
expressions would aid their cause 
considerably. Jose. 














| | 
|| Bands Shell Out | 
Continued from page |! gam! 
Tony Aquaviva. Aquaviva laid out 
a hefty sum to wax his own mas- 
ters but he also managed to peddle 
| his product to M-G-M. Diskery also 
| added him to its orch roster. Other 
| oreh leaders are toying with plans 
jalong the same lines and some 


are even thinking of following the 
jlead taken last month by Woody 
| Herman. Herman formed his own 
|indie label, Mars, on which to 
;etch his orch’s output. Herman 
| doesn’t expect to record any artist 
jon the Mars label, using it only 
|as an outlet for his orch waxings. 
Some of the young dance orch 
leaders are sitting tight until the 
impact of the new orchs launched 
last month by Columbia and RCA 
| Victor can be judged. With Victor, 
| giving a big push to the Sauter- 
| Finegan crew and Col concentrat- 
ing on Art Lowry’s orch, the 
| leaders feel that if the orchs break 
| through, diskery opposition to the 
'pacting of new bands may ease 
‘np, ei ‘ 
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Wednesday, August 27, 1952 





Grandstand Follies 
Ottawa, Aug. 19. 
..George A. Hamid, Sr., presenta- 


ba’ iF 
i) tion of George A. Hamid, Jr., pro- 
the | Le duction of revue. Lee Barton 
er Evans, g.m.; Vincent Borrelli, mu- 
i 4 sic direction; Flo Kelly, dances; 


Glen Childers, lighting:; with Ca- 
nadian Legion Band (35), 
nor-General’s Fovut Guards Band 
(25), Flying Otaris (3), Mme. 
Claude Valois, Harold Barnes, Ped- 
ro & Durand, Art Mathews, Erica 
Bard, Gautier’s Steeplchase, Bobby 
Whaling & Yvette (3), Paul Remos 


Toy Boys (3), Jim Wong Troupe 
(4), Vic Hyde, Gardsmith Bros, 
(2). Orientals (4), Gonzales Sis- 


ters (2), Clark’s Bears, Brockways 

(2), Capt. Roland Tiebor, George 
: Keller, Allan & Co. (3), Gae Fost- 
} er Roxyettes (20). At Central Ca- 
. nada Exhibition, Lansdowne Park, 
Ottawa, Aug. 19, '52. $2 top T5c 
{ top afternoons. 





; George A. Hamid, Sr., has been 
ped providing the grandstand show for 
the Central Canada Exhibition for 
27 years. In our time, the 1952 
“Grandstand Follies” is by far the 
best Hamid has ever produced, and 
older authorities claim it’s the 
slickest ever. From bugle band 
teeoff to fireworks finale, show is 
a top-level, smooth, clean-cut per- 
formance giving fairgoers a $6 
show at prices scaled to $2. 

In spite of socko acts galore, 
standout is the Gae Foster line. 
Gals are trim, well-matched, well- 
stacked lookers showing thorough 
training and wearing a brilliant 
' series of costumes. Theme of 
show, an air trip around the world, 
gives choreographer Flo Kelly and 
producer George A. Hamid, Jr., 
vast scope for scenery, lights, cos- 
tumes, routines and music, and 
they don’t miss a trick, even 
shooting off a volcano in Hawaii 
and sending the hip-shakers across 
stage in impressive strobe effect. 


' Show opens with on-the-ground 
ih resentation of the local precision 

$ 

‘ 


RENN 


ot geenees 


——e 
o- 


ugle-and-drum band of the Mont- 

gomery branch, Canadian Legion, 
followed by overture from the pit 
band of the Governor-General’s 
Foot Guards. Fiying Otaris, two 
men and a girl, draw plenty kudos 
in trapeze flips done with fresh- 
ness and fast pace. 


Mme. Claude Valois, alone 
worth looking at, rides her danc- 
ing horse for okay effect before 
ae Harold Barnes presents his tight- 
wire ballet in socko routining. 
Aero-tumbling by Pedro & Du- 
rand, with miniature Pedro, Jr., 
aged 5%, and an unbilled girl as- 
sistant keeps the show’s opening 

ace high until the stage comes to 
ife with the “Follies” proper. 


Show’s singing star and emcee, 
A Art Mathews, and femme vocal 
iS 4 lead, Erica Bard, backed by the 
20-girl line, introduce the world- 
tour theme. Mathews and Miss 
Bard, working both solo and duet 
through the show, are delightful 
musically and in appearance. 
Gautier’s Steeplechase, with four 
Shetland ponies and four pooches, 
ie inserts enough comedy to lift the 
ee act out of routine, followed by a 
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the Foster femmes in ravishing 
costumes. Bobby Whaling & 
Yvette, with their little daughter 
bt ‘on for a flash, handle a trick’ bi- 
; cycle act expertly and for laughs. 
Roxyettes are on again, in trim 
Scotch costumes, joined by Paul 
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5 : Remos & Toy Boys, miniature pair 
' of okay dancers, tumblers and 
; comies. 


Gaudsmith Bros. and their pair 
i | of intelligent black poodles have a 
i boffo performance that rolls along 
without effort and with plenty of 
i effect, to begoffs. Jim Wong 
i Troupe does the usual Oriental 
contortions and tumbling before 
Ne ; entry of another click act. Vic 
4 2 Hyde. Using running gab of a 
‘ Skelton-Shriner mixture. -Hyde 

works hard and keeps the palms 
banging in the stands without let- 
up, tooting two and three trum- 














he pets at a time and playing trom- 
bones cf various sizes to make 
Okay music. Show closes with 
colorful Times Square number by 
the Roxyettes, joined by Mathews 
and Miss Bard. followed by a 20- 
minute display of fireworks. 
Hamid's afternoon show is aimed 
aft the small fry, made up almost 
entirely of aerial, tumbling, animal 
and outdoor acts. These include 
the Orientals’ bar aet. Gonzales 
Sisters and their dogs in comedy 
Clark's Bears, the Brockway cycle 


a act. Capt. Roland Tiebor’s trained 
Seals; Allan & Co.. a Swedish im- 
port doing motoreycle stunts in a 
75-foot-high loop; George Keller's 
Jungle animals in a stage-side cage 
and several of the acts from the 
evening show. Gorin, 








Gover- | 


sock ‘“‘Folies Bergere” number by) 


Unit Reviews 


Ballet Theatre 
(LAST FRONTIER, LAS VEGAS) 
Las Vegas, Aug. 22. 
Ballet Theatre presents “Fancy 
Free,” “Don Quixote” Pas de 
Deux, “Rodeo,” with Enrique Mar- 
tinez, Eric Braun, Kelly Brown, 
Dorothy Scott, Paula Lloyd, Lida 





| Koehring, Isabel Morrow, Ruth 
| Ann Koesun, Wilson Morelli, Jack 
| Beaber, Scott Douglas, Jenny 
| Workman, Catherine Horn, Lila 


| Popper, Joan Vickers, Ivan Allen, 
Robert Hanlin, Vernon Lusby, 
Fernand Nault, Don Spottswood, 
Virnon Wendorf, Rochelle Balzer, 
|Irma Grant, Christine Mayer, 
Liane Plane; “Fancy Free” ballet 
|and choreography by Jerome Rob- 
bins, music by Leonard Bernstein; 
Pas de Deux music by Leon Min- 
kus, choreography by Anatole 
Oboukhoff; “Rodeo” ballet by 
Agnes de Mille, music by Aaron 
Copland, costumes by Saul Bolasni; 
Mary & Joseph Levine, pianists; 
Garwood Van, narrator; Lucia 
Chase, Oliver Smith, Ballet, Thea- 
tre directors; no cover or mtnt- 
mum, 


In going way out on a Jimb by 
presentation of Ballet Theatre for 
edification of green-felt habitues, 
Last Frontier scores a neat dis- 
tinction of being the first nitery 
to grab such a jonghair plum. 
Whether the venture will pay off 
by filling casinos for the fortnight 
is anybody’s guess. Certainly, the 
overall production will beckon 
plenty of distaffers finding time on 
their hands, and haute monde at- 
mosphere is desirable to manage- 
ment eager for something different 
with class. 

Perhaps a whole new set of bal- 
letomanes will emerge from this 
nitery junket by the Ballet Theatre. 
Response is respectful in every 
way, and_ surprisingly enough, 
tablers show as much enthusiasm 
for the various terps as a typical 
concert-hall audience. Absent is 
the usual buzz of conversation and 
background hubbub while the bal- 
lets unfold, even on dinner shows. 
Late show revelers confine their 
opinions to moments between bal- 
lets. The aura of gentility spreads 
itself and auditors are immediate:y 
made aware of a difference be- 
tween this form of nitery enter- 
tainment and the usual hurly- 
burly montage. 


Feeling of the ballets’ unusual 
aspects within such surroundings is 
made evident in the beginning 
when narrator Garwood Van sets 
the scene for the first round of 
terps: Van is somewhat halting in 
his description, but he is not used 
to such chores, being the maestro 
of Last Frontier house band. 


“Fancy Free” lifts table-sitters 
into New York City bar on a hot 
summer night where three sailors 
on shore leave perform a stylistic 
Jerome Robbins choreography, ex- 
pressing earnest endeavors to grab 
a femme or three as soon as pos- 
sible. Enrique Martinez, ric 
Braun and Kelly Brown disport in 
angular postures as the girls come 
into their orbit. Two of these, 
Dorothy Scott and Paula Lloyd, 
tease and tempt the lands into ex- 
hibitionistic dancing, finally go 
out into the night. Isabel Morrow 
approaches, lures and leaves, dis- 
| Solving the story line back to the 
three beer-hoisting and _ lonely 
sailors. Response to the several 
isolo flings plus final bows is 
| enthusiastic. 


| Gem between the two larger 
mountings, “Fancy Free” and 
| “Rodeo,” is the Pas de Deux from 
, “Don Quixote,” danced with ex- 
ceptional grace and skill by Ruth 
Ann Koesun and Wilson Morelli. 
Miss Koesun pleases with her 
‘fragile beauty and fluid lines as 
|she flits lightly about on toes. 
;Counterpointing this, the virile 
|forms of Morelli bind the dance 
jinto a plastic entity. Audience 
;}expresses its pleasure with large 
|measures of applause for both solo- 
ists and for their combined whirls. 
| “Rodeo” is wisely chosen to con- 
clude the ballets. Story rings a bell 
|}in this western territory, and Miss 
de Mille has kept a moving thread 
alive with delightful humor. Jenny 
Workman, as the cowgirl, capti- 
vates everyone with her expressive 
face and spirited dancing. Her de- 
sire to do as well as any cowpoke 
and to win attention of the head 
wrangler, danced ably by Jack 
Beaber, gradually becomes sub- 
limated for the deeper purpose of 
getting a suitable man. In the 
square dance romps, and “Cayuse 
choreography.” the fact emerges 
that this man is the Champion 
Roper, danced with great exuber- 
ance by Scott Douglas. Catherine 
Horn gives a sensitive performance 
as the Ranch Owner’s Daughter, 
and the entire ensemble ignites a 
spark that glows from beginning 
to end. 

Mary and Joseph Levine accom- 








j 





section of Garwood Van’s orch sup- 
plying percussive effects. Full orch 
is not used to background the bal- 
lets,. because of difficulty in de- 
ducing or transposing scores for 
10 pieces. The Levines’ back- 
grounding at the two keyboards is 
authoratatively executed. Will. 





Spike Jones Revue 

Inglewood, Cal., Aug. 22. 
Spike Jones Orch (11), Wayne 
Marlin Trio, George Rock, Freddy 
Morgan, Dick Morgan, Skating 
Ryles (4), Peter James, Ruth 
Foster, Bill King, “Sir Frederick 
Gas,” Mack Pearson, Lottie Brunn, 
Laverne Pierson, Frankie Little, 

Helen Grayco. 


The unit Spike Jones will hie to 
the hinterlands this fall and win- 
ter for his annual one-niter spree 
is breaking in here at the annual 
Los Angeles County Home Show. 
Playing 27 performances over 11 
days, unit is getting a flat $30,000. 
Home Show for the first time is 
being staged in Hollywood Park, 
with the freezers and furniture on 
display under the grandstand and 
Jones’ troupe cavorting on a podi- 
um right down at what is the win- 
ner’s circle when the thorough- 
breds occupy the track. 


The patrons, who pay $1.20 to 
get in, get Jones free from grand- 
stand, turf club and clubhouse 
seats. It’s a good setup for both 
Jones and the Home Show. At late 
Saturday (23) performance caught, 
about 8,000 clustered around for 
the maniantics. Twice as many 
more couldn’t get close enough to 
hear, so had to settle for the tour 
of new household wonders. 


Jones’ brand of entertainment is 
right at home among the segment 
of the public which throngs such 
an event as this, and whether he 
or the new model tank-type vacu- 
ums- suctioned ’em in, he sends ’em 
out thoroughly satisfied. 


The showmanly corn the troupe 
dispenses is still of the golden 
(boxoffice) bantam variety, charac- 
terized by flawless timing and the 
ingenuity Jones has put into the 
routines he has concocted. The 
pace never slackens for 75 min- 
utes and the high interest never 
wanes. This layout carries more 
colorful getups and brisker bits of 
business than Jones has marketed 
before in any of his ‘Musical De- 
preciation” editions. 


Two standard acts, new to 
troupe, are both scorers—Lottie 
Brunn, juggler of hoops and balls, 
and the Skating Ryles, two boys 
and two girls who do a fast table- 
top roller act. Still standout is the 
Wayne Marlin Trio with its man- 
ual and pedal balancing. Laverne 
Pierson’s audience plant bit still 
seems to fool ’em and the assorted 
slapstick and slapdash antics of 
lilliputian Frankie Little and 
vaude vet Peter James (formerly 
Bobby Pincus)) titillate them. Ruth 
Foster does some lithe tap danc- 
ing and Bill King spectacularly 
juggles hatchets and then flaming 
torches. 

The only real legit entertain- 
ment is provided by Helen Grayco 
(Mrs. Jones), a_ ballad-bleater of 
top-tier ability. When the seathold- 
ers spot her face and figure, nicely 
set off in a svelte lame gown, the 
asylum atmosphere starts to clear, 
and by the time she’s through 
chanting “From This Moment On” 
the customers are gone goslings. 
She’s teasingly insinuative’ in 
strongly selling ‘‘Easy To Satisfy.” 
Her poignant interpretation of 
“One For My Baby” is, as it has 
been for three years, the best job 
the great Johnny Mercer standard 
ever has received. 

Production standout 
ian War Chant,”  stroblighted. 
Freddy Morgan's pantomime in 
“Poet and Peasant” satire—a high- 
light on Jones’ NBC-TV “All Star 
Revue” hour last May—reaps a 
harvest of guffaws. Others contri- 
buting bits along the route are 
Dick Morgan, “Sir Frederick Gas” 
and George Rock. The Flit-gun 
concerto is an inventive routine, 
as is the caustic takeoff on the Ink 
Spots’ song styling. A newcomer 
to the melange, Mack Pearson, 
works barefoot in dinner jacket. 
His aplomb, under the circum- 
stances, matches that of his co- 
workers. 

In 1950 Jones played the Home 
Show in LL. A., at the Pan Pacific 
Auditorium, at $25,000 guarantee 
against a percentage. He exited 
with $31,000. This year attendance 
first two days was ahead of the 
prior engagement. It appears, in 


is “Hawai- 





locating the stage upon which 
Jones works here at Hollywood 
Park racetrack, it was presciently 
placed right in the Winner's 
Circle. Bert. 
Pianist Barbara Carroll, who 


signed a three-year deal with Joe 
Glaser’s Associated Booking Corp., 
has been set for the Blue Note, 
Chicago, Oct. 10, following a Sept. 
17 stand at the Rendezvous, Phila- 


}pany at the Steinways, with rhythm delphia, 


———— 
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Letter In parentheses indicates circuit. (FM) Fanchon 
«L) Loews (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S$) Stoll; 
(WR) Walter Reade 


ETY BILLS 


WEEK OF AUGUST 27 
bills below pyrite openin 


or split w 


7m 


Marco) (1) Indepeng 
Tivelis (wo Warnee, 


@ day of show 





New York City 
Music Hall (1) 28 
Roger King Mozian 
Moscelyn Larkin 
Roger Calder 
Patricia Rayney 
Bob Williams 
Chick Chester 
William Maun 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Orc 

Palace (R) 29 


Alan Carney 

Stan Patty Parker 
Little Jack Little 
Charlebois 
N & V Collins 
Strawberry Russel 


& 
Howard Fuller 3 
Rigelotto Bros & 

Aimee 

Paramount (P) 27 
Louis Armstrong O 
Mr Ballantine 
Walter Long 





Royston MacGregor 
Harry Moreny 
Tony Lamond 
Peter 

4 Singing Girls 

2 Show Girls 

4 Dancing Boys 

12 Adorables 


G Jenkins Orc Apus & Esterilla 
Roxy (1) 29 Joe Chisolm 
Mel Torme Spo Dee Odee 
AUSTRALIA 
ADELAIDE Lowe & Ladd 
Royal (T) 25 Guy Nelson 
Jimmy Hanley Renita Kramer 
Babs Mackinnon Bouna 
Rosemary Miller Overbury & Suzette 
June Lansell Sonya Corbeau 
Valerie Keast 12 Show Girls 
Robert Levis 10 Nudes 
MELBOURNE 6 pn MR ate & 
i 
Tivoli (T) 25 | 49 Ballet 
Tommy Trinder NEW ZEALAND 
4 Botonds é Christchurch 
alama & Konarski Tivoli (T) 25 
Prof Olga Armand Perren 
Carl Ames Fayes 3 





SYDNEY Joe Whitehouse 
Tivoli (T) 25 Cissy Trenholm 
Mara & Maurice Terry Scanlon 
3 Daresco Guus Brox & Myrna 
BRITAIN 
BIRMINGHAM Krandon & Karna 
Hippedrome (M) 25 CHISWICK 
Alan Clive Empire (S) 25 
Piddingtons Beverly Sis 
Ancaster Arthur Lake 
G H Elliott Allen Bros & June 





Kitty Bluett 

Forsythe & Seamon | 

Hal Mack Co 

Tommy Jover Co 
BLACKPOOL | 

Opera House (1) 25 | 

Lester Ferguson 

Terry-Thomas 

Semprini 

Dandy Brog¢ 

Harry Bailey 

Pamela Kay 

Corps de Ballet 

Regency 8 

Albert Marland 

Magyar Dancers 

20 Tiller Girls 

Roof Top Lovelies 
Palace (1) 25 

Reg Varney 

El Granadas & 
Peter 

Mary Bagley 

Les Cavaliers 

Earl & Oscar 

Les Danseuses 

Marie De Vere 

Peter Dulay 

Agnette & Sylvio 

BaHet Montmartre 

Tower Circus (I) 25 

C Cairoli & Paul 

Knie’s Lions & 
Tigers 

Rose Gold 3 

Chezzi Bros 

Knie’s Horses & 
Zebras 

Regge Sis 

Tosca de Lao 

Knie’s Lippizanas 

Jackie Lupescu 

Oliveras 

Knie’s Animal 
Carousel 

Duncan’s Collies 

Crocker’s Bears 

Knie’s Baby Ele- 
phants 

Little Jimmy 

Jimmy Scott 

Annette’s Circusette — 
Winter Gardens | 

| 

Frasers Harmonica | 


Co 
Freddie Sales 
Salici Puppets 
Faye & Tamara 
Billy McCormack 
Kathleen Gray 
Doreen Hinton 
12 Beau Belles 
Ronnie Ronalde 
BRADFORD 

Alhambra (M) 25 
Godfrey & Kirby 
Jane Morgan 
Jack Radcliffe 
Paul Adams 
Martell Sis 
Skylons 
4 Jays & June 
BRISTOL 
| Hippodrome (S) 25 | 
| Billy Cotton Bd | 
| Don Moreno & Kiko 
| Kent Bros } 
Arthur Dowler 
2 Angelos | 
Richman & Jackson 
Hamilton Twins | 
| BRIXTON 
Empress (1) 25 
| Elton Hayes 
Joan Dowling 
[Nat Gonella Bd | 
Al Burnett | 
| Ken Barnes & Jean 
Laura Grey i 
Fe Jover & Jae | 
Delly Kin 
Potter & Carol | 
| CHELSEA | 
Palace (1) 25 
| Gladys Morgan 
| Austin. Cooper 





| 








Austin Sis 

| Clifford Stanton 
| Joan Laurie 
Howell Evans 
'2 Lens 





| Krista & Kristel 


Elliott Reid 
Tom & Jerry 
Arnold Shoda 
Betty Atkinson 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 29 
Rosemary Clooney 
Georgie Kaye 
Florian Zabach 
B & C Robinson 
LOS ANGELES 
Paramount (P) 28 
Martin & Lewis 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Kitty Kallen 
Mayo Bros 
Barr & Estes 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 28 
Georgia Gibbs 
Ben Beri 
Sasha Leinedoff 
Barretts 
Howard (1) 29 
Bull Moose Jackson 
Ore 


5 Keys 
Veretta Dillard 


Pat Gregory 
Gerd Bjornstad 
Chribi 

Marika Saary 
Phillip Tappin 
Wim De Jong 
Jacques Cartaux 
Jimmy Elder 


Billy Danvers 
Rosinas 
A & B Black 
Bebe & Belle 
Les Breatos 
DERBY 
Hippodrome (S) 
Carroll Levis Co 
Violet Pretty 
Teen Agers 
2 Virginians 
EAST HAM 
Granada (1) 25 
Benson Dulay Co 
Leslie Bryant 
Bikella 
Maurice Burns & 
Irene 
3 Atlantas 
Billy Bartholomew 
Metropolitan (1) 25 
Arthur Duncan 
Gale Douglas 
5 Marney Bros 
Macey & Mayne 
Stuart & Grey 
10 Whiteley Girls 
4 de Lisli 


Hal Blue 
Georges & Dorina 
S & P Kaye 
Forsyth & Calvert 
Magyar llet 
FINSBU PARK 
Empire (M) 25 
Revel & Fields 
Deep River Boys 
Dr Crock Co 
Archie Glen 
Beryl Orde 
Les Marchisio 
Clayton & Ward 
Jackie 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 25 
Vogelbeins Bears 
Issy Bonn 
Jimmy James Co 


25 | 


Joan Rhodes 
Eddie Calvert 
Ray Alan 

Malcolm Mitchell 3 
Jill & Od 


Empire (S) 25 
Bartlett & Ross 
Kenne Lucas 
Jones & Foss 
Slim Rhyder 
Les wipe oe 


LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 25 
Forbutt 


Pat Kirkwood 
Carsony Bros 
Anton Karas 
Morris & Cowley 
Hall Norman & 
Ladd 

Les Darlevs 
Leslie Welch 


M & M Mills 
LONDON 


Palladium (M) 25 
Frankie Laine 
Arthur Blake 


Marquis Family 





Freddie Sales & 
Christine 
Tattersall 
H & A Ross 
NEWCROSS 
Empire (i) 25 
Dorothy Squires 
Joyce Golding 
3 Imps 
Bex & Bex 
Alan Rowe 
Peggy O’Farrell Co 
NORWICH 
Hippodrome (1) 25 
Cecil Sheridan 
Noel Talbot 
Joy Brennan 
Stephen Black 
Joe O'Reilly & 
Tommy 
Micky Reid 
Evelyn Henry 


Ma xoms Shamrocks | 
's 


2M : 

Gass & Keegan 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 25 

Frankie Howerd 

obert Moreton 
arcia Owen 

Sisto Co 

Max Geldray 

Fred Lovelle 

Les Ricards 

Lee Young & 

Annette 
PORTMOUTH 
Royal (M) 25 

Yolandas 

Anne Shelton 

La Celeste 

M & H Nesbitt 

Billy Russell 

Walter Niblo 

Frances Duncan 

Eva May Wong 

Kizma & Karen 
SCUNTHORPE 

Savoy (1) 25 

Danny O’Dea 

4 Maxellos 

Storr Bros 

Conrad Vince 

Con _ Stuart 

Gladys Young 





Bert Childs 
London 3 
Chie Lovlies 
SHEPHERDS BUSH 

Empire (s) 25 
Terry O’Neill 
Cooper Twins 
Dixie Rose 
Phil Darban & 
men ent? 

ams Bela & Mar 
Musical Pardoes ” 

SHREWSBURY 

Granada (1) 25 
4 Storlings 

ackford & Doy 
Estrella Sis - 
George Martin 
Benson Dulay Co 
Paula Coutts 
Harry Benet 
Josef Locke 


SUTTON 
Granada (1) 25 
Lensdale Sis 
Lorraine 
Aerial Kenways 
Archie Elray Co 
Great Cingalese 
Jimmy Elliott 
MacKenzie Reid & 
Dorothy 
Laurel & Hardy 
SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 25 
Al Read 
Mary Naylor 
R & M Lamar 
Eddie Gordon & 
ancy 
Johnson Clark 
Lester Sharpe & 
Iris 
Allen & Lee 
Shamvas 
St Denis 





Empire (S$) 25 
Sam Kern 
Peggy Leslie 
Dunn & Grant 
Terry Moore 
Gaye & Van 
Jennie Sandler 
De Yong & Delysis 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Birdiana 
Sarah Vaughan 
Slim Gaillard 
Cafe Society Ontwn 
Buddy Costa 
Evans Bros 

Celebrity Ciub 
Alan Gale 
Freddie Stewart 
Haydocks 
“From Nowhere 

Broadway” 

Copacabana 

Al Bernie 
Sonny Howard 
Peter Hanley 
Gali Gali 
The Cerneys 
Lauri Layton 
M Durso Orc 
Milt Page 


&i Chice 
Rosita Rios 
Ruth Vera 
Ramonita y Leon 
Los Xey 
Enrique Vizcano O 
Eduardo Roy 

Embers 
Ahmed Jamal 

French Casino 
Ginette Wander 
Harry Seguela 
dane ste 
Laura Tunisi 
Dominique 
Dassie Bros 
Buddy Clayton 
Gordon Hamilton 
Vincent Travers 

Havana-Madrid 
Rene Touzet 
Lupino & Urbino 
Jose Curbelo Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Orc 

Hotel Astor 
Carmen Cavallaro 
Joseph Sudy Ore 

Hotel Siltmore 

Michazel Kent Ore 


Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Bernie Cummins O 
Roymayne & Brent 
Elimar 
Jack Raffloer 
Joan Walden 
Adrian Rollini Trio 

otel Roosevelt 
Lenny Herman Ore 

Hotel St. Regis 
Milt Shaw Ore 
Horace Diaz Ore 


to 


Village Barn 
| Doree & Bill Post 
Al Ferguson 
| Helen Halpin 
Zeb Carver 
Arthur Warren Ore 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Chavales de Espana 
Trini Reyes 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Royal Ashtons 
Latin Quarter 
Martha Raye 
Sid Croft 
Vikings 
Danielle Lamar 
Steeplechase 
Marilyn Ross 
Collette Fleuriot 
Marilyn Hightower 
Andre Philippe 
Art Waner Ore 
Riviera 
Jack Carter 
Toni Arden 
Harry Mimmo 
Art Johnson 
Cabots 
W Nye Ore 
Campo Ore 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Jo Ann Morris 
Cook Sisters 
Oliver Ders 
No. 1 Fifth Ave 
Paula Stewart 
Herb Corey 
Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Hazel Webster 
Old Roumantan 
Sadie Banks 
Jackie Phillips 
Larry Marvin 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Park Sheraton 
{rving Fields 
Two Guitars 
Arena Rane 
Elena & Anatole 
Eli Spivak 
Mischa Usdanoff 
Michel Michon 
Kostya Poliansky 
Versailles 
Mary Small 
Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Wivel 
Sal Noble 
Bob Lee 





MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Allison Hotel 
Beachcombers (4) 
Julio & Mae 

Casablanca Hotel 
Bertica Serrano 
Hal Winter 
Milt Roberts Ore 

Clover Club 
Nov-Elites (3) 
Chris Columbo 
Lawrence & Mitzi 
S Marlowe Line 
Dick Betts 
Tony Lopez Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Flash Lane 


Nautilus 
Gracie Barrie 
The Bradys (2) 
Freddy Calo Ore 

Rendezvous 
Bobby Lucas 
The Musicats 
Paddock Club 
[ris Adrian 
Rozanne 
Connie De! Monte 
Ernie Bell Orc 





Nanci Crompton Little Egypt San Marino Hotel 
Jo Jac & Joni Andy Gump Ore Mac Pepper 
Reverhos “ Delmonico The Jesters 
Scott Sanders Jack Almeda Galety Club 
Palladium Girls Crayton & Lopez | Len E. Ross 
Skyrockets Orc Carlos & Melisa Ore Olga Barrett 
MANCHESTER Mamba | Lori Iris 
Hippodrome (S) 25 George Mann | Georgia Peech 
Joy Nichols | Latin-American Rev Che-Che 


Wally Peterson 
Bill Waddington 
Claude Chandler 
3 Saytons 
Les Dounos j 
2 Valettos | 
NEWCASTLE | 
Empire (M) 25 
5 Smith Bros 
S & M Harrison | 
Walthon & 
Dorraine | 
Olympiad 3 


Lao & Minerva 
Frolic Club 
Kathie McCoy 
Don Charles Ore 
Lombardy 
Don Baker Ore 
Henry Taylor 
Julio & Mae 
Martinique Hotel 
Manolo & Ethel! 
Danny Yates Ore 
Rose & Paul 


(Continued 


Lynn Clayton 

| Gaiety Girls 

| Green Hair Girl 

Bob Morris Orc 
Johnina Hote! 

The Palmers 

| Jock Murphy 

Mary Peck 

Tony Matas 

Randum 5 egaie's 

Babe Boker Revue 


on page 63) 
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Roxy. N. ¥. 
Mel Torme, Elliott Reid, Arnold 


Gae Foster Roxyettes, H. Leo- 
pold Spitalny Chorus, Skating 
Eplades & Belles, Paul Ash House 
Orch; “What Price Glory (20th), 
reviewed in VaRiETY July 30, 52. 


son, 





Roxy will have to count on the 
» this session for the draw be- 
ise of the lack of name power 
It’s a pleasing enter- 


= pic 
F cal ‘ 
Pon the bill. 
Piainment package, 


however, with 


slick pace and colorful production 





presence is another plus. 


Sard. “With a Song in My Heart,’ 
and follows with an overarranged 
version of “Take Me Out to the 
Ball Game.” 
a click dramatic reading of “High 
Noon” and changes pace for good 
results on “Blue Moon,” in which 
he nabs yocks carboning vocal 
techniques of Como, Sinatra, Ray 
and Laine. Torme closes smasho 
with his own composition, ‘County 
B Fait ’ which is given a picturesque 
'mounting by the Skating Blades & 
Belles, Gae Foster Girls and the 
H. Leopold Spitalny Chorus. 
Comedy-acro team of Tom & 
Jerrv win house with a series of 
neatly executed stunts on the bars. 
Garbed as gobs, duo demonstrates 
rubber-body quality and 





paces with 
Sprinkling of laugh-getting stunts 
Sthroughout gives turn excellent 
balance Monologist 
is reviewed under New Acts. 


" 


Lal 



























star of the bill. 


Femme creates a pretty picture as 
she spins across the ice twirling a 
baton, but the turn packs little ex- 
citement. 

Overall production mounting is 
‘first-rate with the Blades & Belles 


Girls providing top line work. Cos- 
stuming credits this session 
P especially good. Gros. 





Capitel. Wash. 
Washington, Aug. 21. 
Artie Auerbach, -Chandra Kaly 
Dancers (5), Gene Archer, Jeanne 
»Charlebais; “Don’t Bother 
sKnock” (20th). 


This is a somewhat offbeat line- 
up for the Capitol, but it is well 
peced and comes through okay. 
Vhile less slick than recent bills 
here, it has a fresh and novel 
quality, 

Headliner Artie Auerbach comes 
'o the vaude circuit backed up by 
a solid rep as the “Mr. Kitzell” 
ot the Jack Benny show. Despite 
his stock-in-trade, a Yiddish accent 
“ind a high-pitched voice, his hu- 
‘nor is not of the borscht belt va- 
viety. It has a less specialized ap- 
peal than most dialect acts, and 
humor is of gentler quality. Gags 
based 
Hollywood, with some new and 
teally funny psychiatric jokes, are 
in good taste. 

__/t would be impossible for even 
he most sensitive to take offense 
. the bland, meek Kitzell routine. 
oward end of act, comic swings, 
‘la a well-timed gag, into his nat- 
tral voice and English, then winds 
lp by alternating between his two 
Personalities. This should emerge 
‘Sa reliable act, pre-sold via the 
airwaves. Galleries liked, but re- 
‘Ponse at show caught was like act 


met well Sustained but never 


With 
“tine, 
and t 


their Oriental flavored rou- 
make a flashy windup to show 
uild to solid response. Billed 


estern lines. 
een of jive, and even a bit of 
<p Negro rhythm in series 
to eee but it’s different enough 
Bouist rest and sufficiently collo- 

‘! to appeal. Troupe of two 
Sus combos, 
> °reground. 
‘nd cleverly 
or not, . 
hovelty, 


with Kaly always in 
Act is well costumed 


dazzles with fast pace and 


B icocal _baritone Gene Archer 
and With his pleasant manner 
orm. nd set of. pipes. 
~y t regular with 
., currently featured on WRC 


‘ nal A. NBW-NBC, knows Capitol 


- “ception is assured. 
mn oY it safe by siicking to show- 
‘, and so has a routine sing- 








'shoda, Tom & Jerry, Betty Atkin- 





| vineing 
| sounds—banjo, trumpet, Ann Mil- 


B giving it solid variety values. 
a Although topliner Mel Torme, 
who’s making his first Roxy ap- 
© pearance since 1943, isn’t current- 
F iy in the shellac elite, his song 
» stint is socko, indicating a wax po- 
P tentiat when the vogue for the 
simmicked singing voice dissi- 
nates. Torme projects his songa- 
og in a smooth vocal styling that’s 
Soasy on the ear. Affable stage 


Torme opens big with the stand- | 


Picks up again with | 


| this 


acro- | 
P agility as they move through their } 
snap and _ precision. | 


Eiliott Reid | 


jing brings an appreciative mitt. 
Betty Atkinson’s ice chore. how-| 
ever, is only mildly _ effective. 


clicking on ice and the Gae Foster 


are 


to | 
| hits it off well with a series of im- 





largely on the foibles of 





The Chandra Kaly terp troupe, | 


men : 3 ; 
*n and three femme twirl in vari- 


staged and, authentic | 


| ant 


Archer, 
house orch, | 


res well, and vice versa, so 


ing act. Since he has a fine style 
with folk tunes, it is somewhat dis- 
appointing that he trods the con- 
ventional path. However, payees 
have no gripe and give him a fine 
reception. Archer repertoire in- 
cludes “It’s Wonderful,” ‘“Be- 
witched, Bothered and Bewilder- 


;ed,” “Smoke Gets in Your Eyes” 
;and “It Ain’t Necessarily So.” Lat- | 
| 


ter is top scorer. 


Jeanne Charlebais surprises in | 


teeoff spot with a novel act and 
a sock one. Blonde and French, 
gal goes through a series of con- 
impressions of musical 


ler’s tapping feet, 
Audience is obviously delighted 
with authenticity of takeoffs and 
pound f sts in appreciation. Chan- 
toosey winds up with a Bea Lillie 
version of “Only a Bird” and gives 
an inkling of her own ability with 
a song in a pleasing French folk 
tune. Walks off to cheers. Lowe. 
Palace, N. Y¥. 

Three Hollidays, Victor Charles’ 
Personalities, Nichols & Haley, 
Ralph & Lorraine, George Kirby, 
Carla & Fernando Dancers (6), 
Jaywalkers (3), Kuda Bux (3), Jo 
Lombardi House Orch; “Untamed 
Frontier” (UT), reviewed in 
VARIETY July 23, °52 


an opera tenor. 


The Palace bill frequently takes 
on the aura of a dance recital. Vir- 
tually all types of terp acts are 
seem here. Of the eight acts on 
session, there are six with 
dance spots somewhere in the turn. 
This makes for conflict, but not 
enough to create a glaring imbal- 
ance since there’s enough variety 


|to take the curse off so much leg- 


work, 
This bill also represents one of 
the major attempts to present new 


talent on the Stem. In the New 
Act column are Three Hollidays, 
Victor Charles’ Personalittes, 


Nichols & Haley, and Carlo & Fer- 


é : . 'nanda Dancers. 
Arnold Shoda is again the blade | 


His speed whirl- | 


The finale is by Kuda Bux (3), 


years ago when he 


He shows some small tricks 
to keep the audience interested 
and hits a high level ef applause 
for his prestidigitation. 


The next-to-closing act is by The | 
| Jaywalkers 
;dance-acro turn. Trio has a 
| quality that’s heightened by a com- 


(3), a good comedy- 


zany 


pactly built act. They do some 
knockabout work that helps them 
off to a powerful mitting. 

George Kirby, the Negro mimic, 


pressions. Lad is aided by good 
writing and a high degree of vocal 
fidelity to his subjects. Characteri- 





| finally 


| Val 


Big one is tne | 


| ing 


Palladium, Londen 
London, Aug. 19. 
Frankie Laine, with Carl Fisch- 
er; Arthur Blake, Nanci Crompton; 
Scott Sanders, The Reverhos (3) 


Marquis & Family of Chimpanzees, midway ; 
Jo, Jac & Joni, The Palladium Til- | Shows off her nifty 
/control. The other tunes are belted | 
including | 
“Tell Me Why,” “Half As Much,” | 


ler Girls (16), with Three Bentley 
Sisters; Skyrockets orch under di- 
rection of Woolf Phillips. 


Coming on to terrific reception, 


Frankie Laine tees off with new 
number dedicated to his debut 
here, “This is London,” followed 
by “I Have Got Georgia on My 
Mind” and “Wild Goose.” Announc- 
ing that after six years, this song 
is still in the hit class, he sings 
“That’s My Desire,” with plenty 
comedy effects. Pausing only for 


breath, he gives out with the peren 


nial “Jezebel” which, although 
given at this house for several 
weeks by other visitors, is still a 
click. 


Laine’s bow to his piano accomp, 
Carl Fischer, gets a big mitt and, 
after it subsides, he sings “Sunny 
Side of the Street,” to hefty re- 
action. “When You Are in Love,” 
his own composition, earns an ova- 
tiop, with audience surprised that 
he can also write, unaware that 
he was a songwriter before he be- 
came a crooner. 

For more comedy, “Mule Train,” 
with lariat-spinning effects, proves 
a cinch, as does his semi-spiritual, 


“Lucky Old Sun.” Then comes 
“Shine” to rousing response, 


topped by “Oh, My Darling,” from 
Columbia Pictures’ “Rainbow 
Round My Shoulder,” in which he 
starred, and which Columbia is 
rushing to release concurrently 
with Laine’s London 
debut. 
To 
into 


top off, Laine was 
encore with “High 
his version of ‘Jealousy.” 
Did 45 minutes of showstopping 
material, and managing director 
Parnell is Confident that he 
could have packed the Palladium 


for four weeks, but prior commit- 
who was a top teevee draw some | 
had an ad-| 
jacency to the Milton Berle show. | 
Bux, dressed in East Indian garb, | 
has several major illusions which | 
|he performs well. 
| swordbox trick in which a femme 
is seemingly punctured with weap- 
ons. 


ments make it impossible for Laine 
to stay longer than a fortnight. 
Palladium Tiller Girls (16) open 


show in nifty sports jerseys and 
dance while tossing netballs 
around. Then the Three Bentley 


Sisters come on for series of con- 
tortionistics, with centre gal carry- 
ing the burden. As finale, 


for the Bentleys’ bowoff. 


Scott Sanders, who clicked 
New York years ago, still 


ia 
does 


|“Knife Grinder” offering to good 


laffs. Dubbed the “Old Philoso- 
pher,” he unloads many quips and 
barbs anent the fair sex, to fair 


| reception. 


New Continental act, the Rever- 
hos, have miscellany offering com- 
prising slack-wire walking while 
juggling with plates, plus 
swinging and hoop tossing, finish- 
i with eight plastic umbrellas 


zations of w.k.’s are excellently | juggled simultaneously on top of 


done. 
Ralph & Lorraine are a youthful 


| dance team that makes its mark | weeks, 
on the house. 


routining to bring out their maxi- 
mum, but even in their present 
state, with the gal’s loose limb 
work predominating, it’s a good 
turn for the vaude and cafe routes. 
Jose. 


Steel Pier, A. C. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 22. 
Johnnie Ray, Wells & Four Favs, 
Patrice Helene & Jan Howard, 
Paula Duke, Gary Morton, House 
Orch. 


Johnnie Ray played Steel Pier’s 
5,.200-seat Music Hall to packed 
crowds with long lines waiting to 
get into his next show. Compared 
to the salvos which have greeted 
headliners of other weeks, Ray 
hardly scored, but no one appear- 
ing in the house has played to 
such SRO show after show. 

Ray is never still for a moment 


as he cries his way through “‘Walk- | 
|ing My Baby Back Home,” “Little 
| White Cloud,” “All of Me,” “What | 
a |A Day,” “Please Mr. Sun,” ending | 
- interpreters of dances of mod-. ; 5 
{'n India, terping is more along | 


¥ ’ om | 
There’s more than into a mike with a long cord, which 


it all in a fit of agony with “Cry.” 
Ray starts at the piano chirping 


from time to time he disengages 
and roams about the big stage. 


| Strange thing is that the screams 


of the few youngsters out front 
j}are the only reward he gets. 
| Absent is the applause’ which 


|usualiy greets the headliner. 


Gary Morton emcees layout and 
keeps audience in gay and expect- 
mood awaiting Ray, 
bringing on Wells & Four Fays, 
clever acros in teeoff spot. Patrice 
Helen and Jan Howard are okay 
in knockabout terping. Walk. 





* 

Cafe Society Downtown, N. Y.. 
reo a Monday (5) after a sum- 
me vith a WH tins +d ng 
Buccs ‘+, Marion Callanan and 


' Evans Bros. 





| tops, 


| star chimp 


while | 


| the wire. 


Back on quick return after nine 
Arthur Blake is steadily 


Duo has freshness | becoming a fave at this house. His 
and basically good dance designs. | biting 
They are still in need of proper | 


satirical impressions click 
with the packed audience. Some 
new ones added, including a 
Sophie Tucker takeoff, and realis- 


Bette Dav , 
and Eleanor Roosevelt 
while his 
Carmen Miranda 


are still 
version 
worth-while 


new 
is 


addition to his gallery. Gets one | 


of the biggest receptions of the 
evening. 

Nanci Crompton, held over from 
last show, is again outstanding in 
her pirouettes and fouettes, and 
wisely retains her “The Day in 
the Life of a Typist” to excellent 
results. 

Gene Detroy’s Chimps, just back 
from lengthy Australian tour for 
David Martin, hit the jackpot. 
Simians perform acrobatics 
string of tricks with bicycles and 
unicycles. The last stunt, with the 
riding a motorcycle, 
came to abrupt finish, with chimp 
obviously having hurt himself at 
show caught. 

Palladium Girls open’ second 
half with precision terp in white 
dinner jackets and tophats. They're 
followed by newcomers Jo, Jac & 
Joni—ahead of Laine—a male 
combo in whiteface and misfits. 


‘Trio are natural clowns, and fair 


dancers, with their prop instru- 
mefits providing several yocks. 
Woolf Phillips, house’s maestro, 
does his usual competent job with 
his class crew. Rege. 


Apollo. N. Y. 

Dinah Washington, Cootie Wil- 
liams Orch (12), Horold King, 
Congarocs (4), Dreamers +4), Ed- 
die Mack, Forxr & White; “Clouded 
Yellow” (Col). 


With vocalist Dinah Washington 


top:ined and the Cootic Williams 
orch e@lso in there ioe n- 
ties thrrve’s picn’y in ine mite 


isical idiom on tap at this Haricm 


Palladium 


forced | 
Noon,” | 


the | 
Tiller Girls return to background | 


'gently at current headlines. 


of | 


plus | 


flagship. Aside from thei and 
skaterper Harold King, hvuWwever, 
balance of fare is so-so. 

Miss Washington winds the lay- 
out in five numbers of which her 
“Mad About the Boy” 
articulation and 


out in fine style, these 


“Trouble in Mind” and a socko 


“Pillow Blues.” 


Cootie Williams gets the show 
off with a fastie that features his 


trumpet growls, the solo licks of 
the saxes, and band’s’ vocalist, 
Eddie Mack, latter working out on 
“One More Bottle of Beer.” It’s 


par for the course. The four Con- 
garoos, recently at the Palace, 
come through with their jitterbug 
and acrotap. The frenzied knock- 
about stuff is c!icko, helped by the 
music, but the two gals in the turn 
are still lackadaisical 

After a stanza by the Dreamers 
vocal foursome (‘reviewed under 
New Acts), the Williams crew 
launches its big attack on the ear- 
drums with a piece called “Some- 
thing for Cootie” that fronts pian- 


'ist Al Jarvis, the maestro’s gasket- 


blowing trumpet and a long excur- 
sion by the tenor saxmen who, by 
the time he finishes, has the’ place 
limp from exhaustion 

King’s masterful tapology 
Skates earns a big score 
slides, acro stuff and reverses 
some of them atop a small table 
while blindfolded, are whammo. 
Foxx & White are in the comedy 
slot but that’s for billing purposes 


on 


His 


Their act is amateurish, lacking 
material and projection Williams 
backs show okay. Trau. 


Empire. Glasgew 
Glasgow, Aug. 14. 
presents Jane Morgan 
Bragg at piano); Jack 
Radcliffe, with Roy Allen, Helen 
Norman: The Altos (2), Locky & 
Henry, Linda and Lana, Nat Gonel 


Ambrose 
(Ernest 


la & Georgians ‘(with Mark Pas 
quin); Elton Hayes, Eva May 
| Wong; twice nightly. 

Every so often—but not often 
enough—an American performer 
comes along in vaude here and 
makes a deep impression, It has 


happened with Jane Morgan a lush 
thrush who, minus preliminary 
ballyhoo, is tearing ‘em up in this 
stint. She has a warm personality, 
a friendly smile and, most impor- 
tant, a clever cabaret-style act. 


Femme is here on vaude tour after 


her Paris success, and looks set for 
more laurels in future months. 
Miss Morgan opens with talk of 
Paris, then runs into a bright num- 
ber, “Paris Is A Wonderful Town.” 


She has lotsa s.a. and is a blonde 


looker with loads of appeal to all 
stubholders. Two young gals bring 


'on boxes of latest hat models, and 
club | 


the chirper launches into her big 
number, “It’s A New 


While she sings, she changes her 


| hat style, ranging through the va- 


rious models to solid audience ef- 


| fect, mainly with femme members. 
It's a colori! part of the act. 


Singer closes with a revue-style 
parody number in which she tilts 
She 
stops her act to pay merited trib- 


| tic Jose Ferrer “Cyrano” character. | yte to her pianist, Ernest Bragg. | 
His oldies of Greenstreet, Lorre, | Comparisons are odious, but it’s 
Katharine Hepburn | cafe to state Jane Morgan is one 


of the best vaude bets from the 
States at this house for many 
months. 

Nat Gonella. w.k. trumpeter. 
makes welcome return to British 


vaude with. his outfit, the Georgi- 
ans. He introduces a new singer, 
Mark Pasquin. whose best number 
is “Live Till I Die.” Gonella and 
iwo of his troupe. wearing straw- 
hats. offer “The Old Soft Shoe” in 
pleasing fashion. 

Elton Haves, 
clicks nicely with 
small guitar.” 
played Allan-a-Dale in Disney's 
pic of “Robin Hood,” and_ scores 
well with songs from that film. in- 
cluding the haunting “Whistle, My 
Love” and “Riddle-Dee-Diddle-Dee- 
Dee.” 

Jack Radcliffe, established Scot 
comic, who plays more vaude south 
of the Scot border than north of it, 
again proves himself a 
styled comedian,. with his old-man 
characterizations best. His por- 
trayal of doddering old men with 
a sense of fun is boffo, winning 
many yocks. He's capably served 
by foile Helen Norman and Roy; 
Allen. 

Bill is rounded off by Locky & 
Henry, n.s.g. funsters who bill 
themselves as “Elizabethan Jesters” 


balladeer. 
and a 


British 
“songs 


but are a poor bet for comedy. 
Linda & Lana are two gals who 
open the show in usual pleasant 


stvle of quiet dancing, while Eva 
May Wong, “China's sweetest per- 
onalitv,” as she bills herself. does 
intriguing tricks via balancing 
plates on sticks and a back-bend to 
drink from a ¢less while still keep 


ing the platters whirling. ’ aN 
OSs ati ouch -siy le co neds as 
on the trampoline. Gord. 


Casine, Torento 
Toronto, Aug. 22. 

Danicls (with Benny 

Bill Falbo, Christine & 


Billy 
Payne), 


|Molt, The Delmars (2), Jimmie 
; Cameron, 
| Orch; 


House 
(Col). 


Archie Stone 
“Just This Once” 





With that 
snapping and 


trademarked finger- 

deep inroated§ de- 
livery, Billy Daniels packing 
them in to a six-a-day sked for 
terrific reception. Bouncy baritone, 
with combo chuckle and _ shout 
style, plus consummate showman- 
ship, (and neat assist at the piano 
from Benny Payne), has no diffi- 
culty whamming over from his 
opening “Just One ol hose 
Things 


is 


For switch in tempo, Daniels 
gives the customers Jjhis personal- 
ized swing-style of “Funny That 
Way,’ complete with strut routine; 
another tempo switch to “Do I 
Love You” and “You Can Be in 
Love,” and “Sunny Side of the 
Street.” But the down-iront squeal- 
ers want “I Get a Kick” and “Old 


Black Magic” which. with the 
terrific Payne piano plus the sing- 
er’s finger-snapping gyrations, rate 
a terrific begoff response. 

Whole surrounding show is crisp 
and speedy, with Christine & Moll 
opening in novelty ballet taps, 
complete with leaps and on-toes 
pirouettes; the Delmars tor swift 
and agile hand-and-foot lifts and 
catches; and Bill Falbo for his 


cheerful, topical patter and imita- 
tions of top pop singers, plus the 
inevitable Johnnie Ray takeoff, 
but good-natured. Falbo’s respect- 
ful singing in the Al Jolson style, 
with a neat pre-note of humility, 
of “Rockabye Your Baby” is a 
swell and throat-tightening finish 
to an otherwise boisterous act. 
Stage package rates individual 
begoffs, with Jimmie Cameron and 
Archie Stone’s pit band expertly 
whipping up consistent tempo to 
make the whole stanza a consider- 
able success. McStay. 





| Summer Upturn 
Continued from 





Hat from | 
| Paris,” with a fine jaunty swing. 


He’s the actor who: 


crisply- | 





page | oom 


was followed by another rise after 
Lent until the first spring weather 


set in. Grosses at that point took 
a precipitous tumble until mid- 
August. 


A combination of television and 
air conditioning has reversed some 
of that pattern. Business for the 
past three years has shown a tre- 
mendous surge between the middle 
and end of July. From then to the 


| middle of September has been the 


best 
year. 

By mid-September most of the 
major shows have returned on TV 
and have had their impact on thea- 
tres. The boxoffice begins to 
weaken. Christmas week is still 
marked by the normal spurt,-Lent 
has much less effect than it used 
to, and the first signs of spring 
send the b.o. down even more pre- 
cipitously than ever. 

Otherwise, except for the sum- 
mer switch, the ups-and-downs on 
the curve follow pretty much the 
old pattern—but at a much lower 
level all along. January-February 
for the past couple years have 
shown something of a flutter, indi- 
cating perhaps that the public is 
beginning to get fed up on TV and 
looking for other divertissement, 
but the pattern is not yet very defi- 
nite. 


sustained b.o. period of the 











Legionnaires 


Continued from page 1 =—— 
New York 
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Hotel Assn. reported 


vesterday (Tues.) that there were 
still 30 hotels locally that had 
rooms available. 

Despite the comparative § de- 


corum on Broadway, femmes still 
walk the thoroughfares at their 
own peril. The water pistol of for- 
mer yvears has been outlawed, but 
the Legionnaires have come up 
with rubber spiders, attached to a 
stick which they dangle in front 
of the gals. 

According to indications, the 
majority of the money is held by 
World War I vets, the Gls of the 
ast war apparently conserving 
their resources. The younger vets 
are dining in the smaller eatshops 
and stretching the beer budgets. 


The nitery” owners, of course, 
like the extra biz, but on a com- 
parative basis it’s felt that most 
business and service ciub conven- 
tions are infinitely better for .hcir 
Nig than the Lecion ecet-tovether. 

No form or orceniza’ions ro o1V 

orn ininment, but 

0 owt and spend as well, 


a PS seeers 
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Complicated European Tour Set Fo 
‘Porgy’; Most Extensive for US. Legit 


Forthcoming European tour of 
“Porgy and Bess” will probably be 
the most complicated ever under- 
taken by a U. S. legit show. Al- 
though ballet troupes and orches- 
tras have made foreign trips in 
the past, no other complete legit 
company is known to have done so 
on such a extensive scale. In this 
case the outfit is not expected to 
return until about a year hence. 

While the Government is spon- 
soring the tour through the State 
Devt. as an anti-Communist, good- 
will gesture, supplying round-trip 


passage via Military Air Transport | 


Service and’ underwriting the 
Vienna and Berlin engagements, 
costs of the London run and other 
tentatively scheduled dates will be 


borne by Everyman Opera, Inc., a | 


non-profit organization formed and 
financed by Blevins Davis, who is 
parinered with stager Robert Breen 
in the presentation. « 

Fact that the company, totalling 
about $9 including cast, production 





| New Parsons Hopes to Go 
30 Weeks in 2d Season 


Hartford, Aug. 26. 
New Parsons is preeming for its 


|for Sept. 18. The 1,167-seater will 
operate on a three day (four per- 
formance) basis, Thursday through 





Saturday. Last year the house 
maintained a Wednesday night 
opening policy. First show pen- 
icilled in is “Mr. Roberts.” 


House is expected to go at least 
| 30 weeks, with more than half of 
ithe productions in the tryout class. 
| New Parsons last year tried out 
| quite a few new shows, several of 
| which got to Broadway, notably 
i“I Am A Camera” and “Mrs. Mc- 
| Thing.”’ 

| House will again operate under 
direction of Charles Bowden, Nan- 
cy, Stern and Philip Langner. 





|second season, with reopening set | 


staff, backstage department heads, | 
etc., will be paid in American dol- | 


’ e 49 
lars while the admission for io. Dec. Point Tour | 


London engagement will be at the | 
relatively low (by U. S. standards) | . 
of £1 top ($2.80), is further com- | 
plicated by the royalty setup in | el ] she as 
Europe, calling for a straight 12% | 
of the gross. Thus, in the face of | “Point of No Return,” which re- | 
limited potential gross there will sumed recently at the Alvin. N. Y..| 
= a + py harers none. ronga Ft | will probably go on tour early in | 
ree . Harp y sim. | December with virtually the entire 
Indef Bookings present cast. Henry Fonda, star- 
For example, at the scale, the| ring in the Paul Osborn dramatiza- | 
2,090-seat Stoll Theatre in Lon-|tion of the John P. Marquand | 
don will have a gross capacity of | novel, is under contract through | 
£9,500, or $26,600. The show andj next May 31, as are Robert Ross, 


Wymetal to Manage 
Pitt Operas for 7th Year 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 26. 
William Wymetal has been signed 
again by the Civic Light Opera 
Ass'n to return next summer as 
managing director for the seventh 
consecutive season. At the same 
time, the board announced the re- 
tention of Jack Schlissel as busi- 
| ness manager. It'll be his second 

| term with the al fresco project. 
| Group plan representative Ed- 
| ward H. Young has likewise been 
| re-appointed for 1953 on a full- 





: Widnesday, August 27, 1959 


Princeton, Aug. 26. 
Constance Bennett, starring in 
George Batson’s new comedy, “I 
Found April,” grossed a potent 
$12,400 last week at the Princeton 
Summer Theatre. It was the next 





| 


| time basis, as well as being named | 


| assistant secretary and assistant 
| treasurer on the board. 
| 


‘Payoff Total $1,088,192 
As ‘Guys’ Divvies 406; 
Both Troupes Pick Up 


With payment last week of an- 
other $40,000 dividend, the total 
distributed profit on “Guys and 
| Dolls” has now reached $1,088,192. 
As of Aug. 2, the total earned prof- 
lit was $1,564,938. The Cy Feuer- 
| Ernest H. Martin production was 
| originally financed at $200,000, 
plus $50,000 overcall. It involved a 
cost of $177,907 for the Broadway 
production and $180,317 for the 
touring edition. 

For the five weeks ended Aug. 2, 
the original company grossed $209.- 





900 and earned a profit of $35,477, | Years of operation, was said to be 


while the road troupe grossed 
$161,599 and netted $4,604 at the 
Shubert, 


12, and $1,258 on a 
gross of $27,459 for the week end- 


ed July 26. However, the show not | 


only overcame the deficits with 


house will share on a 65-35 basis, 
with a stop limit of £8,000 ($22.,- 
400). Under the deal, the show 
must pay the cast and royalties, 
with the -house paying musicians, 
Crews, advertising, publicity and 
taking in and out. It’s figured that 
on that basis the show can get by 
at a gross of £7,000 ($19,600). 


Since the termination of the 
London run is dependent on how 
long before the gross falls below 
the stop limit, there’s no way of 
predicting when other bookings 
can be played. However, there are 
tentative plans to go to Paris next 
summer (possibly for a stand of 
12 or 16 weeks) and accept offers 
from Rome, Venice, Milan, Geneva, 
Amsterdam, Florence, Trieste, 
Brussels and other cities planning 
theatrical festivals. Breen and Da- 
vis are insisting, however, that all 
such dates must be guaranteed, 
with money deposited in advance 
in U. S. dollars. 


The definite schedule calls for 
the company to fly from Washing- 
ton next Monday (1) and arrive in 
Vienna the next day. After the 
Vienna engagement Sept. 6-11, the 
troupe goes to Berlin, where it 
plays Sept. 17-27, then goes to 
London, opening Oct. 9. The ten- 
tative plan at the moment is that 
after the various festival engage- 
ments on the Continent next sum- 
mer and fall, the production will 
return to the U S. for a Broadway 
run starting about Christmas, 1953. 


Wolfgang Roth preceded the rest 
of the company to Europe several 
weeks ago to supervise construc- 
tion of the scenery in Berlin. Fol- 
lowing last week were master car- 
penter Lawrence Bland, master 
electrician Samuel Kornblatt and 
property man Jack Trado. They 
and most of the others of the pro- 
duction staff and crew can speak 
several languages. 





Frank Conroy, Patricia Smith and 
Paul Huber, who succeeded John 
Cromwell in the role of the hero’s 
father. Leora Dana has the right 
to withdraw, but has indicated no 
| intention of doing so. 


Dave Cohen, company manager 
of the Leland Hayward production, 
will continue the assignment on 
tour. But Leo Freedman, also 
pressagenting the Hayward-Joshua 
Logan presentation of “Wish You 
Were Here,” will not go on the 
road. The advance agent stint may 
go to Lorella Val-Mery, who han- 
dled the short spring tour of “Re- 
mains to Be Seen” for Hayward. 


When it recessed last June 28, 


$100,000 investment. 


Ballet Russe Booked In 
Venezuela; Ist Year In 
14 for No U.S. Booking 


Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, 
which recently completed a suc- 
cessful two-week run at Washing- 
ton’s al fresco Barron Amphithea- 
tre, has been booked for two weeks 
in Caracas, Venezuela, starting 
Sept. 14. Date will prcebably be 
followed by an added four to six 
weeks in Latin America, in Bogota, 
Lima, Santiago, Montevideo and 
Rio. 

Bookings put at rest rumors that 
the troupe would not be touring 
this coming season. Ballet Russe 
has been touring the U. S. for 14 
seasons, but with its stars, Fred- 





lova departed, management has de- 
cided against another U. S. tour. 
Instead, it will seek further Latin 
dates. Troupe doesn’t need ad- 
vance bookings, and can play in 
South America. on  quickly-ar- 
ranger dates, for a year, as Col. de 
Basil used to do with his Original 





“Point of No Return” had earned ! 
a profit of about .$55,000 on its | 


eric Franklin and Alexandra Dani- | 


? e . 
Hylton’s Bryan Michie [Basil used to do with 
Plans U. S Citizenship Meanwhile, Ballet Russe is being 
‘ | re 


presented in the U. S. this sea- 
Bryan Michie, casting director | son by a new dance group organ- 
for Jack Hylton, who has been|ized by impresario Serge Denham, 
Occuping the English producer's | called the Ballet Russe de Monte 
New York apartment for the past Carlo Concert Co., which will keep 
seven months, returns to London! the name alive here. Group has 
tomorrow (Thurs.) on the Liberte.| been booked by Columbia Artists 
In two months he plans to return! Mgt. for its Community Concerts 
to become an American citizen and | circuit. 
represent the impresario’s interna- 
tional legit production activities 
from the American end. 
Michie doubles as a disk jockey | 
On the BBC and, as result of a 
poll, he is booked for a special 
Week, beginning Sept. 29, as one 
Of the seven winners in the gov- 


La Jolla Fade With Fry 
La Jolla, Cal., Aug. 26. 


Christopher Fry’s “The Lady’s 
Not for Burning,” final play of La 


starring Vincent Price, Beulah 
a eemicelio’g network’s pop-| Bondi and Marsha Hunt. Norman 
} wb contest. Edmundo Ros. | Lloyd directs, 
| Spee Grenfell, Sam Pollock,| From here the Fry vehicle will 
_. radford, Paul Adam anc! move to United 
erry Desmonde are the other Theatre in San Francisco for three 


winnahis, ‘weeks, starting Sept. 3. 


Jolla season, opens tonight ‘Tues.), | 


its profit for the other weeks, but 
has since bounced back to a take 
of nearly $49,400 for last week, so 
it is now apparently set to con- 
tinue indefinitely at a profitable 
pace there. 

The Frank Loesser-Jo Swerling- 
Abe Burrows musical is currently 
in its 93d week at the 46th Street, 
Y., and the road version is in 
27th stanza of the Chicago en- 
gagement. 


BRATTLE MAY KEEP ON; 
WITH 106 MORE COIN 


Boston, Aug. 26. 





N. 
its 





financial straits of the Brattle The- 
atre, Cambridge, which will fold 
this Week, unless bailed out, execs 
reveal a number of individuals 
have come forward and offered to 
subscribe nearly $10,000 in an ef- 
fort to keep company functioning. 
However, general manager Bryant 
Haliday figures it'll take twice that 
amount to assure continuance and 
discharge the debs previously in- 
curred, and he’s currently waging 
an intensive campaign to produce 
the balance. 

Tentative plans to carry on after 
the summer season winds with the 
bowout of the current Zero Mostel 
vehicle, “Doctor In Spite of Him- 
self,” Thursday (28), have been 
made under assumption that nec- 
essary capital will be located. 
“Measure For Measure,” “Inspector 
| General,” a Shaw play and a Resto- 





ration farce are pencilled in, await- | 


ing future developments. 





Portland House in Owner 
Switch; Brown New Booker 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 26. 
The Evergreen Theatres last 
; week purchased the J. J. Parker 
‘interests in the Mayfair Theatre. 
|The 1,500-seat house has been the 
; home of all legit shows touring this 
‘city and the Pacific Northwest. 
| Jack Matlack, executive assistant 





| booking for the spot, but now Russ 
| Brown, Oregon district manager 
|for Evergreen, will book. 

Herb Royster has been manager 
of the theatre for the past nine 


As result of rumors regarding | 





| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


{ 
| 


Chicago. In the latter|yp,; 

| case, that included a loss of $1,565 | "2" * 
|}on a gross of $29,984 for the week 
|ended July 


to highest take of the season for 


the spot, being topped only by the | 


previous week’s sellout of “An 


Evening with Beatrice Lillie.” 


The Herbert Kenwith spot fold- 
ed Saturday night (23), after a 
nine-week season, cancelling out a | 


scheduled 10th stanza. Producer | 


had been dickering with David O. ; 
Selznick for an appearance of the} 
but | 


latter’s wife, Jennifer Jones, 
negotiations finally broke down. 





Cornelia’s Spa Record 
Saratoga, N. Y., Aug. 26. 
Cornelius Otis Skinner’s “Paris 
’90” produced a season’s record of 
approximately $8,200 in the 578- 
seat Spa Summer Theatre at $3 
top, and.contributed to the 15% in- 


Connie Bennett $12,400, Princeton: 
Skinner $8,200, Spa; Other Barns 


William Penn Playhouse w 





with its current pra nes uP 
“ ,* produ t 7 
Come Back, Little Sheba.” Legit 


|won’t be inactive locally for 


however, since the Nix; ‘ 
ters with “Oklahoma” weep us 
|Sept. 29, and the Pittsburgh PI; 
| house resumes shortly after _ 
‘Minister’ $5,500, Stockbridge 
_ Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 26 
| William Miles’ revival of “Tp 
Little Minister.” featuring G = 
| Jordon and Whit Bissell. last week 
at the Berkshire Playhouse faces 
rolled up a $5,500 take for eight | 
performances. —— 
Staats Cotsworth an urie 
Kirkland are starred fe saan Z 
a streamlined version of Shake- 
speare’s “Macbeth.” It’s an en- 


largement of the re 
they did early this spring in asso- 
ciation with Miles. Former resie 
dent members Kendal! Clark and 


ading version 





crease reported by producer John 
Huntington for 1952 over a com-| 
parable period last year. Miss/| 
Skinner drew not only regular | 
patrons but also race meeting fans 
and socialities. 

Forty standees were registered | 
for the Wednesday matinee. Miss} 
Skinner’s takeaway, for one of} 
Huntington’s biggest weeks in six | 


around $2,500. ‘ 
Despite a torrid July, the weath- 
er this season has been favorable. 
as been infrequent; August, | 
rather cool. 





a ‘Rye’ $6.500, Olney 
Olney, Md., Aug. 26. 

“Comin’ Through the Rye,” new 
play with music by the late Warren 
Munsel, Jr., preémed at Olney last 
week to mixed critical reaction and 
a satisfactory $6,500 in the till. 
Opus, based on the life of Scotch 
poet Robert Burns, with David 
Brooks in the lead role, went 
through a week of cutting and 
revamping here, in hopes of .an 
early fall Broadway debut. Broad- 
wayites who trekked here for a 
looksee were generally optimistic 
about the show’s chances, but 
agreed that further tailoring would 
be necessary before it braved the 
big time. 

Luise Rainer in “Biography” 
opens tonight (Tues.) with a mild 
advance. Bea Lillie, due in next 
week, is already a sellout, despite 
the hiked tab. 


‘Wizard’ $13,200, Toronto 
Toronto, Aug. 26. 

With a just over-the-nut gross of 
$13,200, “Wizard of Oz” (Jean 
Rogers, Iggie Wolfington, Danny 
Daniels) again demonstrated “that 
Toronto patrons of Melody Fair, 
1,640 armchair-seater in midtown 
Dufferin Park’s tent setup, want 
only the traditional musical ro- 
mances in preference to comedy. 

Despite current competition of 
the Canadian National Exhibition 
opening, with Tony Martin head- 
ing the nightly grandstand (24,000) 
stage show, advance on “New 
Moon,” with Ann Ayars and Clif- 
ford Harvuot, was over $14,000. 
Briii-Kamsier duo’s subsequent 
fortnight’s presentation of “Annie 
Get Your Gun” (with Marilyn Day 
and Earl Covert), commencing 








| to Mrs. J. J. Parker, was doing the | 


a 1, already has $25,000 in the 
| till. 


Lone Chi Area Casualty 
Chicago, Aug. 26. 
Lone casualty of the summer 
stock season hereabouts, which has 
been the best in the past &9 years, 
is the Quartette Theatre, which 
shuttered last week. Equity tent 


| Peter 


William Roerick are featured in 
the roles of Banquo and MacDuff 
respectively , 


Neat Barn Biz In Boston 
Boston, Aug. 26 

“One Touch of Venus.” Starring 
Carol Bruce at Boston Summer 
Theatre, wound the week with a 
nice $10,500. Miriam Hopkins and 
Lorre, co-starring.in “A 
Night at Madame Tussaud’s.” 
current. 

“Jezebel’s Husband” grabbed the 
critical nods and pulled a nice $12.- 
000 at Falk & Capp’s surburban 
situation, The County Playhouse. 
“One Touch of Venus,” with Miss 
Bruce, is current. 

“A Doctor in Spite of Himself,” 


are 


sist by Moliere, nabbed nifty re- 
turns at the Brattle Theatre, with 
a slick $3,200 reported. It contin- 
ues through Thursday (28), and un- 
less additional capital is obtained, 
the theatre will shutter perma- 
nently. 

“They Knew What They Want- 
ed,”’ at John Hancock, was disap- 
pointing in spite of the appear- 
ance of Kim Hunter. It grossed 
slightly less than $5,000, which has 
been about average for its first sea- 
son, the venture failing to get off 
the ground. House is dark. 





Coca Record 1212G, Matunuck 
Matunuck, R. I., Aug. 26. 
Imogene Coca, starring in “Hap- 
py Birthday” for her only strawhat 
appearance of the season, cracked 
the house record at the Theatre-by- 
the-Sea last week with a $12,500 
gross for nine performances. The 
previous mark, also including an 
extra performance, was set earlier 
this season by Mae West in “Come 
On Up—Ring Twice.” 
Although Miss Coca’s appearance 
wes announced only 10 days in ad- 
vance, all the regular evening per- 


out and the two matinees went 
clean before the opening, as did 
the extra evening showing. There 
was some criticism from the spots 
regular patrons who were unable 
to get seats after the supply was 
snapped up, in many cases by Miss 
Coca’s television following. 

The previous week, “Gramercy 
Ghost,” with Veronica Lake as 
scheduled star but able to play 
only the closing night performance 
because of illness, just about 
broke even with a $4,200 gross. 
June Dayton subbed for the ailing 
star, drawing favorable 
and audience comment, 
business. 


but slim 





group. located in Skokie, Ill., got 


directed. Actors were all paid up 
to closing. Management had 


| weeks ago. 





Pitt Strawhats in Finale 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 26. 
White Barn Theatre, which had 
“Our Hearts Were Yeung and 





|Gay” booked for week of Sept. 8, | 


| has had to substitute the Ruth Gor- 
'don comedy, “Over 21,” due to a 
last-minute withdrawal of the 


years and will remain in that spot. | Tights to the Cornelia Otis Skinner- 


The 
facelifting shortly. “Stalag 17” just 
completed five days there, 
“Bell, Book, and Candle” 
five days starting Sept. 8. 





June Cooper, production secre- | house, 


jtary on “Bernardine,” 
,in Newark over the weekend, but 
iwas on the job Monday (25), 


Mayfair will get a complete Flagg-Carl Low operation, having | 


and | 
is set for | Rooms.” the last of the strawhats | ville will bring its sixth 


Emily Kimbrough’ work. Clay’ 


season, will 
15 with “Separate 


successful 
wind up Sept. 


| another 


|in the immediate vicinity to fld 
jfor the summer. Mountain F's! 
in Jennerstown, Pa., «4‘h 


Nati B ie y on “Ber received |continue for a couple of weeks ningham. 
Nations-Alcazar | head injuries in an auto accident | longer. 


Playhouse finales next 


Pines 
with “East Lynne,” 


iweek 


off to a late start and received good | 
notices, but couldn't register at the 
boxoffice. | 


Originators of the new spot were | 
James Cox and William Haas, who | 


dropped Chicago advertising four | 


.| Owen is directing. 


while. 


the-Sea. 





Valley Players Plan Proce 
Springfield, Mass., Aus. <°- 
The Valley Players 
|their season a week a 
‘tain Park Casino, Holyoke. 
in the new James S. Elliot 
Finklehoffe production, — Th 
Looks Down,” Sept. 8-12. 
Author is Howell M. Forsy. 
|adapted it from 
\*American Me,” H 
| Literary’ Fellowship 
1945. Play concerns 
| Mexican families in California 
\ley Players will provide product 


| facilities with exception of cast andes 
» Senta 


| director. 
j 





‘Brig.’ Folds Parkway - 
| Greensboro, N.C., Aug 2 
| Parkway Playhouse 3! 


j season 


a close with “Brigadoon 


by Merce CU! 


i raphy is 
| Choreogravhy - 

~ 8 New York dancer. Pte 
Anne Melsher will dance |) 


; oham 
ifemime lead and* Cunnins! 
male. 


starring Zero Mostel, with an as- § 


formances were immediately sold 


Beatrice Griffith $ 
Houghton-Miffua 
winner for 

Americans 
Val- 
10n 


of & 
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“Jezebel’s Husband,” the tryout § 
production of Robert Nathan's com- & 
edy, starring Claude Rains, 1s Cul & 
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Dark Side to ‘Wish’ Payoff Possibility; 
| Other Angels May Singe Their Wings 


Prospect that “Wish You Were + 
‘lgere,” having survived a set of 
‘\\ad notices and the worst summer 


Va 
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ump in years, may ultimately pay 
off, is figured likely to cost legit 
show backers untold losses in the 
next few years. Idea in managerial 
rircles is that the suceess of 








“wish” in beating the critics would 





', first-night shellacking. 

Fact that “Wish,” if it does suc-| 
reed in beating the rap will be | 
working a minor miracle, would | 
be overlooked by hopeful but less- 
pankrolled and not so savvy pre- 


Psenters of inferior musicals, it’s | 




























shake- @ figured. Producers, perhaps even 
n en- — more than the rest of show biz, 
ersion © sre a chronically optimistic breed, 
| asso- FF snd only the hardest-headed of the 
| Tesie B proadway ranks are realistic 
k and § enough to fold a faltering musical 
ed in § without pouring away reserve coin, 
cDuft, © or even emergency extra financing, 
a attempt to salvage a hopeless 
© flop. 

me In the case of “Wish,” the co- 
<0. | producers Leland Hayward and 
arrit® © Joshua Logan have ample private 
vith, | resources in addition to their suf- 
is and | feient backing for the show. More- 
n «4 » over, “Wish” had unique elements 
" are | for ultimate success in the appeal 
of the original Arthur Kober play, 

ed the | “Having Wonderful Time,” the 
e $12.- © quality of Harold Rome’s score and 
urban — the inecaleulable power of RCA- 
house. § Victor and NBC radio and TV plug- 
1 Miss § ging. Also, in co-author and di- 

7 rector Logan it had one of the top 
nself,” | creative talents of the theatre. 
ty te. |) On that basis, and because it 
with | |Was possible to make a series of 
contin. | /¢uts to reduce the operating over- 
nd un- phead on the production substan- 
tained, | jtially, it was practical to make an 
erma- © attempt to keep “Wish” on the 

boards for at least a few experi- 
Want- )jmental weeks, with the possibility 
disap- )jthat it might last into the heavy 
ppear- |? theatre party bookings of Septem- 
rossed 48 ber and October. But with some 
ch has §) future shows of other manage- 
‘st sea- B) ments, these factors may be over- 
get off looked, and large chunks of in- 
'| vestor coin are likely to be tossed 
Into productions that are flounder- 
nuck =) ing beyond rescue. Or so trade ob- 
. 26, servers reason, 
“Hap- 
rawhat § e 
racked | Elaine Perry Set to Make 
512,500 § > m 
iv? Managerial Debut With 
ing an 5 ? ’ 
easier | Stucky’s ‘Preacher Boy 
' Elaine Perry, daughter of the 
arance | late Antoinette Perry, plans to 
in ad- | make her managerial debut with 
ig per- | the presentation of “Preacher 
y sold & Boy,” William McDowall Stucky 
; went | play which was on Irving Jacobs’ 
as did | production schedule unti! his death 
There § a few weeks ago. “Bernardine,” by 
» spots § Mary Chase, also slated for pro- 
unable duction by Jacobs, has been taken 
ly oiee over by Guthrie McClintic, who 
oy Miss | was already slated to direct it. 

. |. “Preacher Boy” may be staged 
amercy y stage 
ake as @ bY Miss Perry’s sister, Margaret 
o play Perry, who is currently directing 
rmance § 4 ‘ryout at the Barter Theatre, 

about & Abingdon, Va., of her own drama- 
gross. § tization of “The Virginian,” Owen 
» ailing  Wister’s best-seller of 40 years ago. 
reviews & Latter also collaborated with the 
it slim B "late Broek Pemberton on the stag- 
ervout Mee of his production of “Love Me 
+s com- i qe and “Mr. Barry's Etchings” 
is cur rt the 1949-50 Broadway sea- 
itre-D)< 
|, Although Elaine Perry has not 
| deen formally associated in Broad- 
eem | “WY production, she has invested in 
° 26. - humerous shows, She is reportedly 
extend 2OwW lining up a staff for the 
Moun- | Preacher Boy” presentation. 
i) — a 
tt-Fred ° 
‘tee Magee Taking WM Leave 
».»»0f On Radio Free Europe Job 
_Mifflin ff) Joe Magee, of the William Mor- 
er for US legit-TV department, takes a 
rerican*@ Year's leave of absence from the 
ia. Val-§) @8ency, effective next week, for an 
iuctiong® @Ssignment for Crusade for Free- 
cast andi nn a branch of Radio Free Eu- 
: ee _He will be European repre- 
4 feative in charge of television, 
y og bie? 2nd public relations, prob- 
a arrsaae ably Statiored in Munich, He’s 
nan tame “heduled to sail Sept. 21. 
tchelo™ ten ofore jc ning the Morris of- 
hs ‘ae was private secretary 
ce Cun ae = late larold L. Ickes. Dur- 
cer. Uso orld Yar II he was with 
t SO-Camp ; hows and served in 








‘ 
th 


¢ Navy as » member of the staff 


lead producers to attempt to do 
) |\ikewise with other shows that take | 


Hunt, Kruger to Bow 
Duffy’s Coast ‘Affairs’ 


Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 

Henry Duffy cast Marsha: Hunt 
and Otto Kruger as co-stars of 
“Affairs of State,” which will 
launch his new legit production 
activity at the Carthay Circle The- 
atre Sept. 29. Producer, long ab- 
sent from the local legit scene, is 
planning @ pop-price subscription 
season of plays and musicals, gear- 
ing former to a $2 and latter to a 
$3 top. 
Richard Krakeur, who co-pro- 
duced “Affairs” on Broadway with 
Fred Finklehoffe, will supervise 
the Coast premiere production of 
the Louis Verneuil play. 


‘Leaf to Be Toured 
By Hayloft Mer. 


“Fig Leaf,” John Gerstad-Nor- 
man Brooks comedy which was 
tested earlier this season at the Spa 
Summer Theatre, Saratoga, N. Y., 
will be toured with Ernest Truex, 
Sylvia Field and the same cast this 
fall under management of John 
Huntington, who operates. the 
strawhat. The idea would be to 
present it first at the Empress The- 
atre, a stock spot in St..Louis, and 
after a week at the Orpheum, Kan- 
sas City, take it to the Selwyn, 
Chicago, for a run. If that can’t be 
worked out, the show would be 
taken directly to Chicago. 

Staging of the play hasn't been 
decided. Gerstad, currently appear- 
ing on Broadway in the revival of 
“Male Animal,” is set to direct 
George Axelrod’s comedy, “Seven 
Year Itch,” to be produced by 
Courtney Burr and Elliott Nugent 
(the latter Gerstad’s father-in-law), 
and probably won’t be able to 
handle the added assignment. In 
that case, there’s a possibility that 
Norman Brooks may take it on, 
provided the scheduled production 
by Max Allentuck and Jay Julien 
of his own play, “Fragile Foxes,” 
doesn’t interfere. If both Gerstad 
and Brooks are unavailable, Robert 








Perry, director of the St. Louis 
stock theatre, would handle the 
stint. . 


Production of “Fig Leaf,” for im- 
mediate presentation in Chicago 
would involve an estimated cost of 
about $50,000, but the play could 
be put on much less expensively by 
initial stock presentation in St. 
Louis and Kansas City. 


BOTH LESSER AND GOETZ 
EYE ‘FOLIES’ FOR B’WAY 


Prime lure, along with the 
nudity, of the “Folies Bergeres” 
shows in Paris, is the scenery, 
which is very tricky and which 
requires 100 stagehands. It is 
built to careful scale on a narrow, 
shallow stage, with depth achieved 
by staircases and lofty perspec- 
tives. 

This is one of the major prob- 
lems in the current idea about re- 
creating the famed Paris revue on 
Broadway. Arthur Lesser has been 
spoke of as dickering with Paul 
Derval, and the now-dark Warner 
Theatre, N. Y., has been mentioned 
as the site. 

E. Ray Goetz, another Franco- 
phile, has Anthony B. Farrell also 
interested with the idea of renam- 
ing Farrell’s Hellinger into the 
Folies Bergere. 

These alleged production prob- 
lems have not militated against 
Folies roadshows now touring Eng- 
land and Australia. 


‘Okla’ Vet’s 10th Anni 


Mary Marlowe, who will again 








Lesser Huddles With 
La Mure on ‘Moulin’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Arthur Lesser has arrived here 
for huddles with Pierre La Mure 
on the script of “Moulin Rouge,” 
which La Mure adapted from his 


own novel. It’s slated for Broad- 
way this season. 
Pair will talk possible script 


changes and Lesser will scout tal- 
ent before returning east. 


Mull ‘Heartbreak’ 








For Bway Run’ 


Revival of Shaw’s “Heartbreak 


| House,” presented last spring i 


the Brattle Theatre, Cambridge, 
and for four subsequent strawhat 
dates this summer, may be brought 
to Broadway in the fall by Peter 
Cooksen and his wife, Beatrice 
Straight. It’s figured the produc- 
t using the same cast, would 
be ¢ramatically and economically 
effective in an intimate house, par- 
ticularly after the preem of the 
same author’s “The Millionairess,” 
starring Katharine Hepburn, at the 
Shubert, N. Y., in October. 

After its initial three-week run at 
the Brattle, “Heartbreak” played 
single-week engagements at Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard, Westport, East- 
hampton and New Hope. It laid 
off a week between each stand so 
as not to violate the anti-package 
pledge of the strawhat manager 
organization. However, the com- 
pany included the nine players 
from the Cambridge break-in, with 
the exception of one bit part which 
was jobbed at each stand. 

Starred in the Shaw comedy 
were Miss Straight, Cookson, 
Philip Bourneuf and Frances Reid 
(Mrs. Bourneuf). After their as- 
sociation during the tour, the two 
acting couples are mulling the idea 
of forming a repertory company, 
with “Heartbreak” as the first of- 
fering. The Shaw play, produced 
in New York originally by the 
Theatre Guild in 1921, was last 
presented here by Orson Welles’ 
Mercury Theatre in 1938. The 
comedy is seldom done except in 
repertory, the most successful pro- 
ductions having been at the Bir- 
mingham Repertory in England. 


Dallas Fair Musicals 
Winding Best Season; 
See 210,000 Attendance 


Dallas, Aug. 26. 

Current season of State Fair Mu- 
sicals, winding up next Sunday 
night (31), is expected to be the 
most successful in the history of 
the series. Total admissions will 
probably hit 210,000 for the 12 
weeks, a new high, and the gross 
will likely be nearly $470,000, a 
jump of $100,000 over last year. 
However, the gross increase is less 
impressive than the attendance 
boost, since the non-profit Fair or- 
ganization now retains the 20% 
amusement tax. 


Current fortnight engagement of 
“Call Me Madam,” with Joan Blon- 
dell, Gene Raymond and Russell 
Nype co-starred in the local pro- 
duction, is breaking all loal rec- 
ords. With Miss Blondell the prime 
b.o. draw and getting rave reviews, 
the musical drew a first-week gross 
of over $55,000-at a $3 top, not only 
the highest opening week in Fair 
Musicals history, but even topping 
the $50,300 second-week figure 
drawn at the start of this season 
by “Porgy and Bess.” 

Because of the expected exodus 
here over the Labor Day weekend, 
“Madam” isn’t expected to better 
the $55,000 gross for its concluding 
stanza, but the two-week total will 
probably hit $109,000 or $110,000. 
The previous fortnight mark, set 
by “Porgy and Bess,” was $93,000. 
Two-week grosses for the other 
shows this summer were $62,500 
for “Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” $66,- 
600 for “Student Prince,” $82,300 
for “Carousel” and $79,800 for 
“Wizard of Oz.” 

Despite sharply increased pro- 








have the role of Aunt Eller in the 
touring “Oklahoma” when it re- 
opens tomorrow night (Thurs.) in 
New Haven, will be playing her 
10th season with the Rodgers-Ham- 
merstein musical. 

She’s the only member of the 
original road cast still with it, hav- 
ing also appeared in the Theatre 





/% Admiral Nimitz, 


Guild production in London and 
Berlin, 


|duction and operating costs this 
| year, the Fair Musicals will wind 
| up the season in the black, accord- 
| ing to Charles R. Meeker, Jr., man- 
| aging director. 





| “The Sword of Gideon,” drama 
,about the Battle of Kings Moun- 
|tain, will get under way this fall 
‘in the Kings Mountain National 
| Military Park, in North Carolina. 





‘Bell’ Caught in Rail Jam; 
Takes Bus to Keep Date 


“Bell, Book and Candle,” She-| 
pard Traube’s touring edition of 


Bway Legit B.0. Boom Runs Ahead 
Of Schedule; Road 


Returns Higher 


By HOBE MORRISON 


The fall legit boxoffice boom is 
running about a month ahead of 
schedule this year. The upturn, 
normally starting about Aug. 15 on 
Broadway and a couple of weeks 





the John van Druten comedy, was 
caught 
weekend en route from Indianap- 


open with its 
today (Wed.) in 
Shift in plans oceurred when a 
flood washed out a bridge near 
Vancouver. 


Gerry O’Connell, company man- 
ager of the troupe headed by Joan 
Bennett and Zachary Scott, ar- 
ranged the emergency transporta- 
tion. 


Male Lead Balks 
‘Sixpence Start 


With the exception of the male 

lead, which is proving unusually 
tough to cast, Gertrude Macy and 
Walter Starcke are ready to go 
ahead with the production of “I’ve 
Got Sixpence,” the new John van 
Druten play, as soon as the author 
is finished directing his “I Am a 
Camera” for the road. “Sixpence” 
is tentatively scheduled to start re- 
rhearsing Oct. 13 for a Broadway 
premiere ear)y in December after 
a tryout tour. 
Leading role in the new show, 
said to offer an exceptional oppor- 
tunity for the right actor, calls for 
a strong, masculine, sexy man of 
about 31, with a slight suggestion 
of truculence. Richard Widmark 
and Kirk Douglas were considered 
for the assignment, but both are 
tied up with film commitments for 
many more months. According to 
van Druten, the part doesn’t neces- 
sarily call for a star. 


All six of the other parts, in- 
cluding the femme lead, which is 
described as almost as important 
and promising as the male, are cast. 
Also, Boris Aronson is signed to 
design the scenery, which will be a 
complicated arrangement of three 
main settings and several smaller 
ones. The production is budgeted 
at $60,000, with provisions for 20% 
overcall. 

“Camera,” with Julie Harris 
back in her original starring role, 
opens its tour next Monday night 
(1) at the Cass, Detroit. 


CURRAN ESTATE EXECS 
SERVE FOR 20 YEARS 


San Francisco, Aug. 26. 


S. Laz Lansburgh, attorney, and 
William J. Zwissig have been ap- 
pointed executors and trustees of 
the estate of the late Homer Cur- 
ran, author-producer and founder 
of the Curran Theatre. Curran died 
in Beverly Hills July 17. His will 
— probated in Los Angeles Friday 
(22). 


Lansburgh and Swissig will con- 
tinue to carry on all of Curran’s 
theatrical and amusement enter- 
prises for a period of 20 years. 
These include the Curran and 
Geary Theatres and the San Fran- 
cisco Light Opera Assn. 

Zwissig will continue as mana- 
ger of the three San Francisco en- 
terprises. Zwissig and Lansburgh 
will be associated with Herman 
Wobber, who owned the theatres 
with Curran. 


Benay Venuta Eyed For 
2 B’way Musical Leads 


Benay Venuta, chiefly active in 
films in recent seasons, is being 
considered for leading assignments 
in two upcoming Broadway musi- 
eals. One is the musical edition of 
“My Sister Eileen,” which Rosa- 
lind Russell is understood to have 
nixed, and the other is “Hazel 
Flagg.” musical version of the pic- 
ture, “Nothing Sacred.” Former is 
being produced by Robert Fryer 
and the latter by Jule Styne and 
Anthony B. Farrell. 

In addition, Miss Venuta is 
readying a nitery act, to be agent- 














ed by Music Corp. of America. 


in a rail tieup over the 

; P | crease, reached the level usually to 
olis to Vancouver, but was rerouted be expected around the middle or 
by bus and truck and is expected to 
scheduled matinee}. i ’ 
the latter city.|ing factor to business appears to 


later on the road, is now in full 
swing. Last week, the fourth con- 
secutive one to register an in- 


latter part of September. 
On Broadway, the principal limit- 


be the number of current shows. 
| Nearly all entries, particularly the 
j}musicals, are zooming up each 
| week, but the fact that only 10 
| offerings are available creates a 
relatively low ceiling on the total 
gross possible. Moreover, with only 
the recessed “Top Banana” and 
“Mrs. McThing” due to reopen 
within the next two weeks and one 
or two new productions promised 
for September, there can be no 
substantial total gross increase be- 





fore October. 

| On the road, conditions are pick- 
| ing up faster as more shows are be- 
ling sent out in the next few 
weeks to augment such major 


draws as “South Pacific,” “Call Me 
Madam” and “Guys and Dolls.” 
However, “Porgy and Bess,” which 
|has provided an unusual boost for 
the summer list, leaves this week 
for extended engagements in 
Europe. Meanwhile, the total gross 
and number of weeks played on 
the road for the first 12 weeks of 
the season are higher than for any 
semester since 1948-49. 
Highest Percentage 

On Broadway last week, the 
total gross reached $323,800 for the 
10 current shows, or just under 
86% of capacity. Although the 
total takings were only moderate, 


(Continued on page 63) 


Langner Sees New Bard 
Festival Setup in Action 
By Next Sumnier in Conn, 


Hartford, Aug. 26. 


Although a site is yet to be 
chosen, the proposed American 
Shakespeare Festival Theatre and 
Academy is expected to be in oper- 
ation next summer, Lawrente 
Langner told a project committee 
last Tuesday (19) at the governor's 
residence. 

Co-founder of the Theatre Guild 
and one of the leading proponents 
for the Shakespearean project, 
Langner said a drive for funds will 
get underway next month. More 
than half of the needed $526,000 
will be sought from Connecticut 


residents, the remainder from 
Shakespeare enthusiasts nation- 
wide. 


Counterpart of the Stratford-on- 
Avon festival will be located some- 
where in Fairfield County. It will 
include a replica of Shakespeare’s 
Globe Theatre, an academy build- 
ing, and an approximation of the 
Mermaid Tavern of Shakespeare’s 
day. The Connecticut legislature 
has already chartered the project 
as a non-profit foundation. 

Primary aim of the theatre and 
school will be to establish a Shakes- 
pearean acting company, which 
after annual summer festivals will 
take to the road with the plays of 
the Bard. A junior company will 
visit schools and colleges to edu- 
cate future festival patrons at that 
level. 

Langner explained that the 
school or academy is necessary be- 
cause “Shakespeare is now dead in 
the American Theatre. There are 
no actors trained in Shakespeare 
and the classic theatre to play him 
here now.” 

The festival would run for 10 
weeks in the summer with a reper- 
tory of four plays. A site of 10 to 
|20 acres will be needed for the 
project. 

Langner pointed out that the 
Stratford-on-Avon festival was orig- 
inally set up for a five-week period. 
It has now grown into a five-month 
project. He said that three-quar- 
ters of the money for the English 
festival came from the U.S. 

More than $50,000 of the neces- 
sary money has already been 
pledged, Langner told the commit- 
‘tee. Mrs. John Davis Lodge, wife 
lof the governor, is honorary chair- 
,man of the Connecticut committee 
'for the project. Ralph W. Lycett 
will direct the campaign drive. 






















































































EE 





- 


tee es) 


Se a RH eR 


awe 









































ronnie Dk 


ood 


ee 


erraEne! weme 


co Saree 


ae ee 


Ah 0S: AS OLE EDLC LL ee 








z= 


a on eel 
~ 


oe 


ere 











58 LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 27. 19 





~ Strawhat 


Reviews 


That Foolish Age ‘O'Brien's bar where romance de- 


Clinton, Conn., Aug. 23. | 

Lewis Harmon production of comedy in | 

Chartette | 
Stars Louise Allbrit- " Ie 

ton; features William Gibberson, Claude | tenced to 20 years for killing three 

ylan. | 


three acts (four scenes) by 
Buchwald Harmon. 


Traverse, Adele Newton, Mary 
Directed by Zara Shakow; settings, Eu- | 
ene Gurlitz. At Clinton (Conn. Play- 
ouse. Aug. 18, 52; $3.60 top. 

Dr. Whitney Drake William Gibberson 
Miss Burrows, ......-- Mary Boylan 
Robin Sheppard ....... Louise Albritton 
Alec Sheppard a Claude Traverse 
Patty Sheppard Adele Newton 


More than one hopeful author 
has discovered that the Jump from 
strawhat to Broadway acceptance 
is a seven-league journey “Foolish 
Age” is pleasantly entertaining 
summer fare but has considerable 
scrivening mileage to travel in or- 
der to reach Gotham footlights It 
seems like a fair bet for a2 moder- 
ate!y-budgeted film 

Charlotte Buchwald Harmon has 
becn rapping on legit creation 
doors for several years now, but 
as yet has not quite found the open 
ses:me. However, of four plays she 
has had produced, this is the most 
acceptable. 

Said to have been batted out 
somewhat hurriedly and whipped 
into production at short notice, it’s 
quite possible that a more leisurely 
working over of the script can en-| 
hance its possibilities markedly. 
Theme carries femme appeal po- 
tentialities, being based on the uni- 
versal fear of growing old that 
seems to be a vitak part of a wom- 
an’s mental makeup. 

As in her other efforts, 
have revolved around literati and 
show biz characters, author again 
utilizes similar personalities for 
telling her story in this instance. 
Femme scribbler Robin Sheppard | 
has gone stale from a combination | 
of a mental fixation that editors 
don't want material from a woman 
over 35. plus loss of personal inter- | 
est on the part of her play-produc- | 
ing husband, who finds reasons to | 
spend much time with ingenues 
under his wing. | 

A visit to a medic in connection 
with a knee injury develops into a 
flash romance with the handsome | 
doctor, but the flame is quenched 
when a new outlook on life brings | 
to the wife a realization that home 
oy family are really her dish after 
a 


which 


Louise Allbritton tops the cast | 
in a competent interpretation of 
the “aging” wife whose physicaf| 
charms are still a magnet to the| 
glamor-boy sawbones. Latter Is 
well handled by William Gibber- | 
son, who looks and acts the part. | 
Slaude Traverse gives a capable | 
reading of the husband-producer | 
role. Moppet Adele Newton suc- 
cessfully plays a kid part without 
getting in the audience’s hair. and 
Mary Boylan is good as a acid- 
tongued nurse. 

Dialog is generally good, at times 
bright, and staging has maintained 
a consistently interesting pace. 
Production-wise, it’s an ambitious 
two-setter for a strawhat, present- | 
ing okay visual effects. Bone, 


Strike a Matich 
La Jolla, Cal., Aug. 26. | 


La Jolla’ Playhouse’ production of 
drsma in three acts (eight scenes) by 





Robert Smith. Stars Eva Gabor, Pat 
Oo Brien, Richard Egan. Directed by Mel 
Ferrer, Lighting and set by Ariel Ballif. 


as La Jolla Playhouse, Aug. 19, ’52; $4.20 
up. 

Kay Lukas 
Ernie 

Scofield 
Patrolman Smith 
Val Colby 

Elliot Dexter cones 
Horse Donovan ..... 


Eva Gabor | 
Pat O'Brien 
Tom Brown 
Michael McHale 
Richard Egan 
Rex Evans 
Eddie Marr 


Ozzie Menefee William S. Meigs 
Glen Bradley ........ John Downey 
Dick Connolly , Alan Dexter 
Lieut. Shaughnessy G. Pat Collins 


Similar to most aimed-at Broad- 
way plays, Robert Smith’s “Strike 
a Match” has both virtues and 
flaws. with enough of the former 
to make it a potent bet—with revi- 
sions. Most yital change needed 
is clarification of flashback device 
employed, a curious business in 
which alternating scenes take place 
in summer present and winter past. 

_Since the setting—a cheap New 
York bar—remains the same. by 
the middle of each scene the ques- 
tion gnaws: where are we now, past 
or present” Despite this confusion 
ol time, the drama moves swittly 
and easily to a windup that is 
exciting, albeit on the meller side 





\ serious play with alcoholism 
for a theme, “Strike a Match” 
nonetheless has co rable 

é nsiderable - 
re derable hu 


frowing out of 
tion Under Mel] 
direction a cast 
Gabor Pat O'Brien and Richard 
Egan does well with Smith's ex- 
tremely natural dialog Only in 
Sennruction and motivation are 
caknesses i ; } 
ua. in Smith's first 
Story concerns a 
Writer (Egan) who h 
to turn out a word 
His flashy foreign ¢ 
to pick up 
(Miss 


chat acteriza- 
Ferrer’s firm 
headed by Eva 


heavy-drinking 
as been unable 
tor five vears, 


t a beautitul Hungarian 
Gabor) and they go to 


| juvenile. 


ar enables him) 


velops. - 
ding day, Egan suffers a “blackout 
from drinking and later is sen- 


persons in a hit-run mishap. 


As result, Miss Gabor becomes a ously, and setup will follow same | 2betn ‘Spies and Mel 
despondent barfly, with Egan's car | pattern of cast members on board, | Bernadetie Nanse. At 


On the eve of their wed- | 


} 
} 


New Haven Show Train | 


To Resume With ‘Faces’ 
New Haven, Aug. 26. 


New Haven R. R. resumes its 


show-train sked Friday, Sept. 19, | 
with “New Faces” as the initial 


booking for 1952-53. Road will op- 
erate one show a month, as previ- 


constantly parked in front of her | fashion shows, souvenir giveaways, 


hangout. After five 
apparently steady moral decline, 
she traps a slimy bookie bet-runner 
into admitting it was he who drove 
the death car. Motivation lacks 
validity here. 

Technical faults notwithstanding, 


the play has undeniable strength | was 


months of ete. 


Road recently conducted a sur- 
vey among commuters in and out 
of Grand Central, N. Y., regarding 
a one-night-a-week early curtain 
for Broadway productions. Response 
overwhelmingly in favor of 


and a kind of moody appeal aided | such a plan. 


by Ariel Ballif’s realistic set and 
lighting. Most important, the char- 
acters are real in spite of their easy 
identification as metropolitan types. 

Acting is uniformly excellent 
throughout with a 
capable performance from O’Brien. 
As the bartender, he is a familiar 
drink-mixing cynic, but O’Brien’s 
wry warmth removes the character 
from the conventional. Much of 


| the credit must go to Ferrer’s di- 


rection which toned down the vet 


thesp, forcing him to underplay | 


with fine restraint. The _ result 
reveals O’Brien once again as a 
firstrate legitimate actor under 


knowing direction. 

O’Brien also adds a good touch 
of his own invention. One scene 
begins with O’Brien alone in his 


particularly | 


' 
| 


bar as Rosemary Clooney's “Botcha | 


Me” is heard from the juke box. 
Moved by the song’s’ rhythm, 
O’Brien steps into a brief but 
delightful Irish jig-jitterbug dance 
which proves a show-stopper and 
relieves the play’s essential seri- 
ousness. 

. Although inclined to overact on 
occasion, Miss Gabor has assured 


| stage presence and is at ease in a 
| difficult 


role requiring subtle 
shading and emotional 
In alternate scenes, 
the wanton despair 
virtue bar-babe and the 
of a woman in love. 


she captures 


As the author, 


| Egan provides the perfect blend of 


carefree sophistication and alco- 
holic foreboding stirred by in- 


| ability to regain his writing success. 


In his first role since returning 
from Korea war service, Tom 
Brown emerges as an actor of 
genuine stature, in contrast to his 
previous career as a_ perennial 
His bookie runner is a 
masterpiece of big-city, small-time 
conceit and tough hipster stupidity. 
Given lines that characterize sharp- 
ly, Brown uses them to telling 
effect in an outstanding portrayal 


intensity. | 


of an easy-| 


| 
| 


' 


vitality | . 
|opening of the show. 
; union’s demand that the one-eighth | 


' 
i 
} 
} 


| 
| 
| 


Other roles are expertly handled, | 


including Rex Evans, as a bland 
publisher; Eddie Marr and William 
Meigs, bar cutups fron the radi« 
station; Michael 
Pat Collins, law enforcers; Alan 
Dexter, a thwarted saloon Romeo, 
and John Downey, from A. A. 

Overall, a better than average 
vehicle that can be developed into 
a very good play. Don, 





Comin® Thro’ the Rye 
Olney, Md., Aug. 19. 


Evelyn Freyman & Kenneth Banghart 
production of romantic comedy with mu- 
sic in two acts (six scenes) by Warren P. 
Munsell, Jr. 
bers; music supervised by 
Lewis; dances, Anna Sokolow; orchestra 
directed by Richard Harrison; setting and 
lighting, Robert O’Hearn. At Olney (Md. 
Theatre, Aug. 19, '52; £3.60 top. 

Jean Armour sada Arlyne Frank 
Agnes Burns Sara Floyd 
John Richmond Winston Ross 
Robert Burns 


McHale and G. | 


Directed by William Chaim. | 
Robert M. | 





David Brooks | 


Gilbert Burns......... Robert Wallace 
i. 3. rer Marijane Maricle 
John Rankine ......... Sandy Ackland 
ee te. Sob cea Mark Allen 
James Findlay.......... Guy Smith 
The Tailor dn dan lan Martin | 


Rev. William Auld 
James Armour 

Prot. Dugald Stewart 
Dr. John Mackenzie 
“Poosie Nansie” 
William Creech 

Earl of Glencairn 
Anne M’'Lehose 
Lady Alicia Wallace 
Duchess of Gordon 
Duke of Gordon 


Jock McGraw 
Ronald Dawson 
Ned Cary 

‘ Sam Riggs 
Marguerite Martin 
Barry Macollum 
Geoffrey Barr 
Beverly Whitney 
Anne Pearson 
Marguerite Martin 
Keith Kirby 





A sound idea and some good 
Writing are wrapped up in “Comi 
Thro’ the Rye” which. neverthe- 
less, must be speeded up consid- 
erably to rate a “well done” from 
Broadway, for which it is intended. 

This is the story of Bobby Burns, 
greatest of Scottish poets, on his 
poor Mossgiel Farm, and in the city 
of Edinburgh where he went to col- 
lect the adulation of the mighty— 
and badly needed cash—for his 
verses. Much of Burns’ work was 
written as lyrics for eld peasant 
melodies, and some of the best of 
the resultant songs provide the 
music which is nicely woven 
through the production. 

The late Warren Munsell, Jr.. 
who authored the play and who 
died last month while serving as 
manager of the Olney Theatre, 


| paints a vigorous, lusty Burns. His 


poet is a fighter, a stubborn, hot- 
tempered idealist, a heavy drinker 





Bellamy Compromise | 


' 


Stance Seen Key To 


Equity-League Peace 


Compromise agreement between | 
the League of N. Y. Theatres and | 


Poet in Seven 
Abington, Va., Aug. 20. 


Barter Theatre presentation of Robert 
Porterfield production of drama in two 
lacts by Bettie Wysor. Directed by Mar- 
garet Perry: settings, Mack Statham; 
| lighting. Lauren Farr; choreography. Etiz- 
Fillini; costumes, 


Barter Theatre, 

Abingdon, Va., Aug. 11, "52; $1.80. 
oe eS Pa eee ee ee Fritz Weaver 
| Satan’s Minister...... eeuett Jerry Oddo 
EEE ais. «1s S06 v6 0n 00.68) Joel Parsons 
Flippant Wench.........++. Cleo Holladay 
DOGG snot 004050 60006008 John Holland | 
Perry rir. iT Mel Fillini 
Pourth .ncccccccccceccsssces Frank Lowe 
PREG vccccccccescsavisecsdd Frank Deal | 
RENEE: . odasenedesas dbs Lauren Farr 
Satan . Caddell Burroughs 


Dinah Farr 
Elinor Fuchs 
Sylvia Short 
Michael Lewis 


Affectionate Wench 
Wench of Black Black Eyes 
Reverenced Woman... 
Saint Peter . 


Crise . .cnc's cncveccdsotes John Hallow 
First Fellow .....see«:+- Oliver Taylor 
Second Fellow......... Charles Quinlivan 
Third Fellow ....+.++.- Mark Spencer 
Philosopher ........«+- Woodrow Romoff 





As a spectacle, with much good | 


fun in it, “Poet in Seven” offers 
a combination of color, dance and 
stage arrangement that is choice 
entertainment for the eye. Written 


Plays Out of Town 


32 
ae 


ly a symbol of his ow 
3 ; s nN vout} 
the moppet’s restatement of re 
ae an the publisher once 
es . . 4 + 
right. e eventual triumph of 
Demetrios Vilan has st: 
Vilé aS Staged 
three-acter with skill and tothig 
ation, avoiding the pitfalls in... 


: ; inher. 
ent In any script with a “Blithe 
Spirit” situation, shrewdly guid 





ing the weli-selected cast 
| performances that make sit 
| tion credible. Best are John Bi 
ant, a good film bet oo 


into fine 
the dd- 


jlisher; Betty Paul Ps his Lense 
| Michael Hayes as the partne’ 
|Glen Wells as a family Pt ine 
|and David Stollery, who avoiae a” 
}usual juve scene chewine to n i 


the imaginary youngster | 
Rodgers’ single set 
example of 
| living. 


, 1 
ul. Paul 
IS an exce ] ent 


comiortable 


rura 





| Baby Face O'Fivan 


| Hollywood, Aug. 19 
Galiery Stage presentatio 
| Stewart production of an ae 


musical in 


Actors Equity on the matter of op-| in blank verse, the play is built | cts (45 scenes) by William Barnes and 


tiens on actor services for record | 
albums of Broadway musicals was 
apparently brought about primarily | 
through the influence of Ralph} 
Bellamy, president of the union. 
Rebecca Brownstein, Equity attor- | 
ney, is understood to have resisted | 
any modification of the union's 
original demand that cast members 
be guaranteed a full week’s extra 
pay for such options, whether the | 
album were subsequently made or | 
not. 

| 


Settlement of the ticklish record- 


option issue paved the way for the|in his youth, and at the end of | Stippy 
signing this week of a new two-|the first act he starts unwillingly | Wally 
upward, refusing to take with him | 


year contract, retroactive to Aug. | 
15, covering production on Broad- 
way and the road. Under the, 
agreement, cast members will re-| 
ceive one-eighth week’s pay for an| 
option for the record album, for a 
30-day period after the Broadway 
However, the 





pay should apply to all members 
of the cast was overruled, so the 
management is permitted to option 
only the players specifically re- 
quired. As before, the minimum 
for actually making the records is 
one full week’s pay for each day’s 


recording session. 

Other terms of the overall con- | 
tract call for increases of the New 
York minimum from $80 to $85. | 
the road minimum from $100 to} 
$110 and rehearsal pay from $40} 
to $45. Shows rehearsing out of 
town will pay an extra $7.50 a day. 


| 





around imaginative ideas with dra- 
matic possibilities which become 
lost in too-long discussion of phi- 
losophic generalities. It’s hardly 


ready for commercial production. | 


A poet finds himself in hell, sent 
there because he insulted Saint 
Peter at the gate: of heaven. In 
hell, he is sentenced to hear from 
six representations of his youth 
the recounting of his earthy sins 
and conflicts. They, with himself, 
make the seven of the title. The 
poet is offered another try at 
heaven because of a piece he wrote 


the woman he reverenced through- 
out life. 


In heaven, the poet is offered 
eternal life as-a reward for re- 
turning to earth to bring about a 
better era, but he wants neither 
eternal life nor more life on earth. 
Only after lengthy conversations 
with a young poet and philosopher 
and a danced portrayal of search 
after faith, is he persuaded to 
make the bargain. With it he gets 
promise of a special heaven where 
artists and thinkers may spend an 
isolated eternity and he gets the 
reverenced woman, whom by this 
time he is ready to accept. 

Bettie Wysor’s verse is pleasing 
to the ear and she is remarkably 
successful in avoiding sentimen- 
tality and moralizing. She is not 
so successful in giving clarity to 
the character and ideas of the poet. 
It may be, but is never really clear, 
that his progress from hell to 


Joyce Jameson Music and ca 

| Barnes. Features Barnes and hg 
|} son, Bill Hampton, Fayne Blac kburn "AL. 
| lan Lurie, Hank Loomis, Sela Landon 
| Arthur Marshall, Joseph Karbo. Genre” 
Phillips, Patricia Harding. Stased bv RP.) 
ert Nichols. Choreoeraphy. Richa; 
att; pianist, Eddy Samuels 
| Stage, Hollywood, Aug. 13 

top. 

Elzbeth ¥ ; Barbara Hawke 
| George es Arthur Pollick 
| Ramona McCall 7e€Orgia Phillips 
| Mayor McCall ., Joseph Karbo 
| Parson Potter Art Marshall 
| Jeanette ia Marian Titangos 
| Gracie ° Ingeborg Kjeldsen 
| Genevieve Carmen Hall 
| Willsie Barton Hank Loomis 
Ma O’F lynn Sela Landon 
| Joan Hinkley Favne Blackburn 
Tom Jack Braddock 
Jeff Weston 
Harold Eddy 
Patricia Harding 
Bill Hampton 





Larney Potter Fe 
| Paul O'Flynn 


| Ruthie eae ha: tuta Kilmonis 
| Betty .. ‘ ‘ 4 Margie Stepp 
| Calvin e Coolidge 


Keit 
| Barry “Baby Face” O'Flynn Wm. Barnes 
Lili March ........ 


Jovee Jameson 


} Frank éaege Michael Hoey 
Corialanus Nick Blair 
4). er Pee Pat Prest 
| Ray Barbara White 


Derby Dan Flanahan Allan Lurie 
Despite the over-optimism of its 
| little theatre producers. there's lit- 
| tle in this new musical to warrant 
|}any commercial interest. It's pre- 
sented and played with enthusiasm, 
| but neither book nor score has 
| staying qualities and the offering 
|}must be relegated to the realm at 
| purely local curiosa. It’s just om 
|}of the many musicals launched 
|here since “Lend An Ear” became 
1a hit after a Coast bow 
Thin story is about a baby-facei 
|character who makes his fellow 
|townsmen believe he’s an upright 
| citizen. All the time, however, he’s 
| got his fingers on the city treasu 


T, > PacAa . . me >| ay - - " n rd 
In the case of chorus members, the | heaven to earth was meant to pro-| and is a secret partner of the town’s 


various new minimums represent | 
a $2.50 boost. 

A new clause in the contract | 
permits producers to sign chorus 
members for a three-month period. 
This applies for a trial period of | 
one year. Previously, all chorus 
contracts were subject to a two- 
week cancellation clause, a feature 
that drew frequent managerial pro- | 
test but was consistently supported | 


| by Chorus Equity members. | 





College Showboat Troupe | notensities of his duties, 


Clicking in Pitt Visit 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 26. | dance 


Surprise click of the late straw- 
hat season here has been the Hi- 
ram, O., College Showboat Players. 


of his 


mote, or be due to, development 
own understanding of his 
relation to mankind. It is an imagi- 
native and could be an exciting 
idea, but is obviously rather deep 
water. 

Fritz Weaver reads the long part 


|of the poet with beautiful inflec- 


tion and great success in avoiding 
suggestion of recitation. Most 
successful characterization is that 
of Satan, played delightfully by 
Caddell Burroughs. Satan is a 


|simple character, bent on comfort 


and entertainment, bored by the 
and he 
oesn’t talk too much. 

Margaret Perry has staged the 
play with fine integration of set. 
and figure arrangement. 
The set makes novel and effective 
use of backdrop screen lighted 


from the rear by a projector which | 


They're berthed on the Allegheny | throws the flames of hell for the 


River on the Majestic, one of the 
last of the traveling showboats in 
existence. Cast and crew are made 
up of undergraduates, receiving 
college credits for their work and | 
being chaperoned b¥ members of 


the faculty. Troupe. which opened 


‘been turning them away over week- 


/ed out with “Murder in the Red 


and terrific country boy Lothario. | 


Munsell brought an almost Res- 
toration bawdiness into his script 
(Continued on page 60) 


here first of the month for a two 
or three-week stay, now looks set | 
for the rest of the season, until it 


* has to return to school. 


Biz started out sluggishly but 
picked » sharply after first few 
performances, and Majestic has 


ends ever since. Hiram group start- 


Barn” and played it for a fortnight. 
They're now doing the classic met}- 
ler, “The Drunkard.” Showboat, 
which seats around 400, is the first 
to visit Pittsburgh since 1929, when 
Captain Menke’s Golden Rod, now 
berthed permanently in St. Louis, 
played here for a couple of sea- | 
sons. 





Gaxton Options Play 

Vet musicomedy performer Wil- | 
liam Gaxton has taken an option | 
on a comedy by Lou Lipton, former | 
film writer, for possible Broadway | 
production this season. 

Dealing wiih the advertising biz 
in relationship to TV, it’s called 


i“The Big Shot.” 


' Dr. Kenith Woodward @ 


first act and heavenly skies for the 
second. Ande. 


The Willow Whistle 
Laguna, Cal., Aug. 20. 


Laguna Summer Theatre (Kenneth Brit- 
ton & Joseph Paul) production of fantasy- 
drama in three acts (four scenes) by 
Frances Wetmore. Directed by Demetrios 


| Vilan. Features John Bryant, David Stol- 


lery. Michael Hayes. Setting by Paul 
Rodgers. At Laguna Summer Theatre, 
Laguna. Cal., Aug. 12, 1952; $2.40 top. 

Andrew Glen Wells 


Brenda Hughes ....... Maryanne O'Neill 
Robert Tomlin ...... or John Bryant 
MEN iso Stans sa20 nneekensat David Stollery 


Mary Tomlin 


Betty Paul 
Curtis Frink 


Michael Hayes 
Bach Mantell 





There are commercial possibili- 


|ties in this Frances Wetmore fan- | 


tasy-drama, but extensive rewrit- 


|ing is indicated before they can be | 
| realized. Basic story line has merit, | 


but a draggy first act and some 
minor plot holes in the other two 


|stanzas make the present produc- 


tion only spasmodically interesting. 


Basic conflict is the age-old one | 
| between a man’s responsibility to 
| his family and to society 


as @ 
whole. In this case, the protagon- 
ist is a textbook publisher who dis- 


covers that his partner, a corrup-| 


ter of school committees, now is 
rushing through a  propaganda- 
loaded history text to reap further 
amoral profits. On a visit to his 
boyhood home, the tiring publisher 
concocts a friendship with an 
imaginary youngster who is actual- 


isaloon keeper. Setting is a myth! 
cal California town around the time 
'of World War I. 

| Physical limitations of the tr- 
angular stage and over-exuberance 
| of cast and director make “O'Flynn” 
| seem like a parlor production. Stag- 
ing is remarkable for the number 
iof people crowded without mishap 
into a tiny area, but of the cast 
fonly Hank Loomis, as a bashtul 
'bov. shows any great promise 
| This one is strictly for the groups 
diehard fans. Kap 

| 


The Laugh Maker 
Hollywood. Aug 


Players Ring production ot comecs 
two acts by Jerry Lawrence and Robe! 


20 
n 
t 


| E. Lee. Directed by Kathleen Freeman 
Sets. Cyril Jones: costumes M ryin 
| Becker: music, Pete Mat/ At Plavers 
| Ring Theatre, Hollywood Aug. 20 ) 
$3.60 top. . Me 
Docto1 N be 
| Jean Francois Bocador Josep vl vs 
Claude Bocador _, Sid ( d 
| Charles Gringoire Alvin Hu 


Marchal....... 
Rolland ...... 
| Philippe..... " Ted 
Demure . ides 
Georges.. 
Gorot TTTYT cess 
MAMASEF . . ccc cceeses 
Emile 
Frederic 7” : : 
Marie paeeedenaases Hale Gs 
Jeannette ooeees EIU 
Annette ....-5.ee006% Kin 
Rene 
Claudine : 
Mme. Marchal....... Dias ial 
|Mme. Georges....-- i 
Angelique ; € 
Critie... ‘ , 
Jacques Miron.. 
| The Chairman 
| Michel Bocador (age 5) 
Michel Bocador (age 19) 


—_—_—_—_—— 


n' ( 
Ww 
Anth = 


aul 


Don kh 


| Overemphasis on 4 “yo veal 


proach mitigates against | + ail 
commercial success for this ta'"™" 
offering from the prolific (!"_ 
writers of Jerry Lawrence — vd 
‘Robert E. Lee. The premise !- _ 
| however, and a ore bo rare 

“sd -eptable Broadwa) ' 
this into accept itself to musical 


tare 
' 


\Idea also lends 
treatment. ih nal 

Basically, it’s the stor) of a we 
lof famed French comedians 
join forces in their own th 
and the authors use as! 
| technique to tell, through 


* 
i 


eatre, 
ypack 


innu- 


Sa rofese 
merable scenes, of thei! Pr i 
| sional triumphs and person: 
ures. aii 


| Rewriting to make it 2 4 
(Continued on pase 6 
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Wednesday, August 27, 1952 


Legit Bits 


Maggie McNamara, who _ with- 
drew from the femme lead in the 
Broadway company of “Moon Is 
Blue” two weeks ago because of 
exhaustion and a nervous condi- 
tion, is not returning to the cast. 
Her successor, Janet Riley, is now 
being billed as co-star with Donald 
Cook and Murray Hamilten, the 
latter subbing for the vacationing 
Barry Nelson . . . Irene Bordoni, 
currently playing Bloody Mary in 
the touring eition of “South Pa- 
cific” on the Coast, will leave the 
show at the expiration of her con- 
tract this week ... Irene Hervey 
will play the femme lead in “Ber- 
nardine” Milton Baron and 
Edwin Reiskind, respectively gen- 
eral manager and attorney for Jose 
Ferrer, due back today (Wed.) from 
London, where they conferred with 
the actor-director-producer on fu- 
ture plans. 

Besides Tod Andrews, who will 
again play the title role, the cast 
of the touring “Mister Roberts” 
will include Harry Snow as Pulver, 
Herbert Duffy as the Captain, 
Robert H. Feller as Doc and Louise 
King as the Nurse, with Stephen 
Morrow as stage manager .. 
Peter Glenn and John Yorke, deny- 
ing last week’s report that they 
had dropped plans for the produc- 
tion of Peter King’s 
They Ruh,” revealed they have 
obtained half the required financ- 
ing... With “Wish You Were 
Here” apparently established at 
the Imperial, N. Y., director and 
co-author Joshua Logan sailed 
last week for a holiday in Portugal 
and Spain, and composer Harold 


Rome went to the Coast for a) 


three-week vacation. 

James Withers Elliott has an- 
nounced plans for a revival of 
“The Bat,’ with ZaSu Pitts as star 
... “Jezebel’s Husband” is being 
taken off for four weeks of re- 
vision and _ recasting ... Alan 
Hewitt due back this week from a 
motor tour of New England, dur- 


“See How | 


with Michael Denison and Dulcie 
| Gray) and to appear in the West 
End in “The Shrike” . . . Rex Har- 
rison and Lilli Palmer, who re- 
turned this week to London after 
a vacation in Italy, have no imme- 
diate legit or film prospects .. . 
Judith Evelyn, vacationing in Paris, 
|is being sought for the femme lead 
jin “Thracian Horses,” opposite 
| Robert Preston. 
jin New York early in September 
|. . . Leland Hayward, vacationing 
in Europe, phoned his office in 
disbelief of cable reports that 
“Wish You Were Here” had top- 
ped a $40,000 weekly gross. He 
thought the wire had been garbled 
|in transit. He’s remaining abroad 
| indefinitely. 

Selena Royle stars in “Yes, My 
Darling Daughter,’ which opens 
tonight (Tues.) as the final offering 
of the Laguna (Cal.) Summer The- 
| atre. Marjorie Steele, Peter 
|Adams, Betty Paul and Michael 
| Hayes are featured in the cast di- 
;rected by Demetrios Vilan. 
| John Kriza, star dancer of Ballet 
| Theatre, is taking a lead role in 
|St. John Terrell’s production of 


-| “Kiss Me, Kate” at Neptune Music 


|Cireus, Asbury Park, this week. 
It’s Kriza’s first appearance in a 
| Singing, acting and dancing role. 





Legit Followup 











Pal Joey 
(BROADHURST, N.Y.) 





During Vivienne Segal’s two- 
|week vacation, Holly Harris has 
stepped up from standby to play 
{the co-starring femme lead. She 
lis a satisfactory substitute and, 
after 34 weeks on Broadway, the 
jrevival of the Richard Rodgers- 
Lorenz Hart-John O’Hara musical 
| retains 
quality. 


She’s due back | 


much of its opening-night | 


‘Stalag’ Moderate 1336 
In Week at Seattle 


Seattle, Aug. 26. 

“Stalag 17,” playing a regular 
eight-performanee schedule at the 
1,500-seat Metropolitan here last 
week, pulled an acceptable but 
moderate $13,500 at a $3,75 top. 
The final performance Sunday 
night (24) started an hour early to 
permit the troupe to make a train 
to Salt Lake City, where it opens 
tonight (Tues.). 

The Metropolitan gets 





“Call Me 


'B’way B.0. on Fire, Beating Season; 





| Madam” for a week's stand starting | 


tonight (Tues.), and “Bell, Book 
and Candle” for a nine-perform- 
ance run Sept. 1-7. 


Pacific’ $53,400, 
‘Moon’ $26,000, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 
Town's two offerings continued 
}to rack up hefty biz last week, with 
“South Pacific’? again leading the 
way with virtually SRO business. 

Musical grabbed another boff 








| $53,400 in its fourth frame at the! 


| 2,670-seat Philharmonic Aud. This 
|} week and next should see a gross 
| boost, since these final frames are 
free of the Civic Light 
| Assn.’s cutrate tickets. 
| “The Moon is Blue” edged up 
|about $2,000 for its second week, 
| hitting $26,000 at the 1,636-seat 
| Biltmore. It stays through Sept. 


113, having completed the initial | 
| fortnight under Theatre Guild aus- | 


| pices. 


MADAM’ SETS DALLAS 
RECORD WITH $55,038 


Dallas, Aug. 26. 





State Fair Musicals offering, 


Opera | 





| 
; 
| 


| the other plays coming in during | 
“Call Me Madam,” sixth and final | September. 


. 


‘Wish’ Soars to $47,500, ‘S.P.’ $46,100, 
‘Guys’ SRO $44,000, ‘Animal’ $17,400 


+ 





‘Porgy’ Capacity $39,600 
For Third D.C. Stanza 


Washington, Aug. 26 

“Porgy and Bess” hit capacity 
last week here in its third stanza at 
the 1,600-seat National Theatre, at 
a $4.80 top, getting over $39,600. 
For this week’s concluding frame 
the take may vary a trifle one way 
or the other on basis of the press 
list, but the Blevins Davis-Robert 
Breen production is a solid sellout | 
for balance of the stay. 

Incidentally, the gross total ex- 
cludes the 20% Federal tax, in| 
which the house does not share. | 
However, the production is on a} 
non-profit basis, so the manage- | 
ment retains the extra amount. 


Dolls’ $49,400 
As Chi Loner 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 

There is just one attraction in 
town, “Guys and Dolls,” and the} 
summer visitors are giving it a 
great play. Last Wednesday mati-| 
nee was a sellout and business is! 
running more than $500 nightly / 
ahead of the week before. Mail 
order is picking up for the fall | 
months, too, even in the face of! 





“Stalag 17,” which starts Sept. 2 


Broadway  boxoffices, already 
smouldering, really caught fire last 
week. Attendance, which had been 
running ahead of normal for the 
season, took another jump. Re- 
ceipts were above the previous 
week’s figures for virtually every 
performance, with all shows feel- 
ing the improvement. 

The total gross for all 10 
shows last week was $323,800, 
or 86% of capacity. Week be- 
fore last the total for the same 
10 shows was $305,900, or 81°, 

a rise of 6° over the previous 

week, 

A year ago last week the to- 
tal for all 12 shows was $390,- 
200, or 82% of capacity, a rise 
of 6% from the week before. 
“Top Banana” is due to reopen 

next Monday night (1) after a four- 
week layoff, and “Mrs. McThing” 
resumes the following week, Sept 
8, after seven weeks off to play an 
engagement in Central City, Col 
The first scheduled new productior 
is “Mr. Pickwick,” due Sept. 17 ai 
the Plymouth. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama) 

CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue) 
MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi 
cal Drama), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to top prices; 
(*indicates using two-for-ones), 
number of seats, capacity gross and 
stars. Price includes 20% amuse. 
ment tax, but grosses are net: i.e. 
exclusive of tax. 


“Fourposter,” Barrymore (44tl 


| wk) (C-$4.80; 1,060; $24,996) (Betty 


Field, Burgess Meredith). Over 
$15,000 (previous week, $11,800). 





hi mber of ‘ . . 
we Bo ns Me gy oe Pearson| Miss Harris, an attractive, thor- 
1 of its § and Robert Lewis have acquired |OUshly competent leading woman, 

lit. § the production rights to “Circus of | has @ voice remarkably similar to 


grossed a record-breaking $55,038 | at the Erlanger, broke its first ads | 
for seven performances through | last week, reportedly drawing over 
|Sunday (24), midway of a fort-| $5,000 in mail orders. The com- 

: ) edy-meller is on subscription for 


7 
it ee nat 


“Guys and Dolls,” 46th St. (92d 
wk) (MC-$6.60; 1,319; $43,904). 
Back over capacity at $44,000 (pre- 
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Conger- 


of Charles Finley’s novel, and 
Burgess Meredith has agreed to 
star in it, with Lewis directing ... 
Mark Marvin, currently active as a 
legit producer in London, erranged 
the ld Vic record album of 
“MacB*th,” starring Alec Guinness 
and Pamela Brown, for RCA-Vic- 
tor. 

Pressagent Bernard Sinton vaca- 
tioning at Barnegat, N. J., this 
week as guest of radio executive 
George Kondolf . . . Cloris Leach- 
man will sub as femme lead in the 
Broadway company of 
Pacafic’ when Martha Wright 
transfers to the touring company 
for its engagements Oct. 14-Nov. 2 
in her native northwest, while 
Janet Blair vacations. Miss Leach- 
man is reportedly set for the lead 
in the new Rodgers-Hammerstein 
show, now being written for preem 
next spring . . . Harold Gary has 
given up a life of crime on TV 
and radio to play the Peddler in 
the touring “Oklahoma” this sea- 
son... Beatrice Lillie has told 
friends that she'll let Aldrich & 
Myers be the Broadway producers 
of her strawhat-touring “Evening,” 
but she hasn’t yet notified them 
officially, so no announcement has 
been made... Paul Gregory has 
acquired the rights to the court- 
martial sequence in Herman 
Wouk’s “Caine Mutiny” novel, and 
will tour it a la “Don Juan in 
Hell.” 

Dorothy and Julian Olney, West- 
chester County, N. Y., legit-concert 
impresarios, are motoring — back 
from the Coast after vacationing 
for several weeks with Paul Greg- 
ery in Santa Monica. The Olneys, 
who are Gregory’s eastern reps, 
arranged more than 50 playdates 
for three of the producer's attrac- 
tions, “Don Juan in Hell,” “John 
Brown's Body” and “Private Music 
Hall.” 

Howard St. John, back from 
Coast stint making “Stop, You're 
Killing Me” at Warners, to be co- 
starred with Edna Best and John 
Loder in the Theatre Guild’s tour- 
ing company of “Jane,” in the role 
he played on Broadway last sea- 
son. This will mark his first star- 
ring role; he was featured during 
the Broadway run. Tour will open 
Oct. 2 in Hartford, with Boston to 
roi and bookings set through 

pril. 


Jose Ferrer, currently working 


“South | 


Segal’s. 
trying to copy Miss Segal’s inter- 
pretation of the role and her style 


of singing, which is natural and | 327 in its second week at start of | 


|probably desirable, considering 
| she’s in for only a fortnight’s stint. 


is apparently | Dight’s stand. Some 23,800 payees | 


|bettered the previous topper, 
| “Porgy and Bess,” which hit $50,- 


season here. 
Extra chairs were added for the 


| the first three weeks. 
Estimates For Last week 
“Guys and Dolls,” Shubert (26th 
| week) ($6; 2,100). Bounced back 
to almost $49,400 and now looks 
set to continue through the fall 


She could hardly be expected to | last four shows (21-24), with prices | period. 


| equal Miss Segal in the part, since 
| the latter is an established star and 
this is the outstanding perform- 
,ance of her career. But if Miss 
| Harris is a trifle young and a bit 
too decorative to be entirely be- 
lievable as a dame who has to un- 
derwrite a nitery to get a boudoir 
playmate, she gives a skillful dra- 
matic performance and registers 
both the salty Hart lyrics and the 
infectious Rodgers melodies. 


Betty O'Neil, who took over as 
the gal reporter when Elaine 
Stritch left to succeed Ethel Mer- 
man as femme lead for the tour of 
“Call Me Madam,” is also a nifty 
dish. She seems to have carefully 
copied her predecessor’s style in 
the whammo “Zip’’ number, and 
although she doesn’t quite tear 
down the joint as Miss Stritch did, 
she unquestionably mops up the 
audience. 


Harold Lang, a _ remarkable 
dancer, is still a click in that phase 
of the title part, and seems to have 
more authority than when the show 
opened. But he still seems miscast 
as the incurable, irresistible wolf 
and he now sings as if his mind 
|were on his hoofing—or at least 
not on the words of the song. 


The other performances are un- 
;even. Helen Gallagher is a stand- 
|out dancer, but her singing is 
merely passable and her comedy 
playing is painfully limited, sug- 
gesting careful planning needed 
for her assignment as co-star of 
the forthcoming musical, ‘Hazel 
Flagg.” Lionel Stander underlines 
the part of the larcenous agent, 
Patricia Northrop is acceptable ap- 
pealing as the innocent mousey, 
Jack Waldron is convincing as own- 
er of a flea-bag nitery and Robert 
Fortier is effective as a comedy 
dancing stooge. And, partly be- 
cause the show gives them a chance 
to emerge as individuals, the chorus 
is a lively and amusing, as well as 
decorative, element in “Pal Joey.” 

The musical is still a sordid 
yarn, given vital life and appeal 
| by the great Rodgers score and the 
|soiled but solid Hart lyrics, but 
| with an embarrassing letdown in the 
|second half. In some regards this 
| Jule Styne-Leonard Key-Anthony 








scaled to a $3 top. Town sizzled in 
|a record-breaking 22-day heat wave 
| (Aug. 2-23) with mercury from 
1100 to 107. 

| “Madam” was produced by 
| Charles R. Meeker, Jr., State Fair 
Musicals managing director, and 
stars Joan Blondell, Gene Raymond 
|and Russell Nype. Supporting cast 
| has Ellen McCown, Joe E. Marks, 
| Donald Somers, Frank Rogier and 
Owen Hewitt. Season closes with 
matinee Sunday (31). 


Bell’ Bows Mpls. Season 





Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 

Launching the local legit season, 
“Bell, Book and Candle,” with Joan 
Bennett and Zachary Scott, grossed 
an okay $22,300 for six nights and 
two matinees at a $4.20 top in the 
1,859-seat Lyceum. This was in the 
face of hot weather, a non-air con- 
ditioned theatre and the fact that 
the legit season here rarely has 
teed off so early. 
| Attraction played its Twin Cities 
jengagement exclusively here and, 
as usual, the two St. Paul news- 
papefs, both under same owner- 
ship, did not carry its ads and made 
no mention in its news columns of 
the show's presence. , 

Lyceum’s next legiters are two 
Theatre Guild-A.T.S. subscription 
season offerings, “The Fourposter” 


matinees, and “Call Me Madam,” 
week of Sept. 22. “Fourposter,” like 
“Bell,” will pass up St. Paul and 
play its Twin Cities engagement 
exclusively here. 


‘Annie’ Boffola $56,000 
In Ist St. Louis Week 


St. Louis, Aug. 26. 

“Annie Get Your Gun” wound 
'ap the first of a.two-week frame 
|in Municipal Theatre Assn.'s al 
fresco playhouse in Forest Park 
Sunday (24) with a sock b.o. score. 
Season’s banner attendance mark 
lof over 12,000, with more than 1,- 








With Okay $22,300 Take 


Sept. 16, for four nights and two! 





| 
OPERETTAS GROSS 3356 


| ON 9-SHOW PITT SEASO 


| Pittsburgh, Aug. 26. 


| Civic Light Opera Assn. wound | 
up its 1952 outdoor season with a | 


|total gross of around $335,000 for 
nine shows. That still represents 
| a loss, but not as much as last 
|year. For the first time in the 
| seven-year history of the al fresco 
project, five offerings did better 
than $40,000—‘Carousel,” which 
opened the series and finished the 
leader, at $42,750; “The Desert 
Song” and “Student Prince,” both 
around $41,500; and “One Touch 
of Venus” and “Annie Get Your 
Gun” at $40,500. “Babes in Toy- 
land,” the closer, would have made 
the select circle, too, but bad 
weather the last couple of nights 
held take down to $37,500. “Prince” 
was headed for the season's high, 
better than $50,000, but was rained 
out the final performance. 

Low for season was “Rio Rita,” 
with only $25,000, while “High 
Button Shoes,” with $31,000, and 
“The Firefly,” at $35,500, were the 
runners-up. 

Although there were only three 
|rainouts, which might have ac- 
|counted for an additional‘ $20,000 
|or so, operettas ‘had many other 
| nights when it looked so much like 
{rain that practically nobody showed 
up for the performance. 


‘Red Mill’ Fine $65,000 








Kansas City, Aug. 26. 

Attendance at the Starlight The- 
atre came back with a rush last 
week, as “The Red Mill” picked 
up interest over previous, weaker 
shows. Cast of the Victor Herbert 
musical was bolstered with corps 
of 25 local kiddies, and combina- 
tion was sufficient to draw three 
nights of capacity (7,600) attend- 
ance and a $65,000 gross. “Mill” 
oa production in a scredule 
tr) : 





At Kaycee Starlight 


| vious week, $43,900). 


| “King and 1,” St. James (74th 
|wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,571; $51,717) 
| (Gertrude Lawrence). Nearly $51,- 
| 700 (previous wek, $51,700); Miss 
| Lawrence out all week because of 
illness. 


| “Male Animal,” Music Box (17th 
|wk) C-$4.80; 1,012; $25,903) (Elliott 
Nugent, Martha Scott, Robert Pres- 
|ton). Over $17,400 (previous week, 
$16,000). 

| “Moon is Blue,” Miller (77th wk) 
(C-$4.80; 920; $21,586) (Donald 
Cook, Murray Hamilton, Janet 
Riley). Almost $10,300 (previous 
week, $8,600). 

“New Faces,” Royale (15th wk) 
(R-$6; 1,035; $30,600). Hit $30,600 
(previous week, $30,100). 

“Pal Joey,” Broadhurst (34th wk) 
(MC-$6.60; 1,160; $39,602) (Holly 
Harris, Harold Lang). Nearly 
$39,400 (previous week, $38,700) 

“Point of No Return,” Alvin (32d 
wk) (D-$4.80-$6; 1,331; $37,924) 
(Henry Fonda). Over $21,800 (pre- 
vious week, $21,200). 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (175th 
wk) (MC-$6; 1,659; $50,186) (Mar- 
tha Wright, George Britton). Over 
$46,100 (previous week, $40,700). 

“Wish You Were Here,” Impe- 
rial (9th wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,400; $51,- 
847). Over $47,500 (previous week, 
$43,200). 


“Madam’ $66,800, 
Clark 356, §. F. 


San Francisco, Aug. 26. 


“Call Me Madam,” with Elaine 
Stritch and Kent Smith, concluded 
its fourth and final frame at the 
3.250-seat Opera House Saturday 
(23) with a sock $66,800. This 
Civic Light Opera production, 
|scaled to $4.80, grossed $257,400 
for its four weeks at the Opera 
, House. 


| “Jollyanna,” with Bobby Clark, 
| Mitzi Gaynor and John Beal, eased 
|to $35,000 for its second week at 
|the 1,758-seat Curran. Previous 
| week, $36,000. House was scaled 
}to $4.80. 

| “Fourposter,” with Jessica Tandy 
and Hume Cronyn, moved up into 
| higher brackets, chalking up a hef- 
ty $26,100 for its second stanza at 
the 1,550-seat Geary. Previous 








in the film, “Moulin Rouge,” in|B. Farrell revival seems better | 000 turned away, was hung up Sat-| «Show Boat” opened a two-week | w 
England, told a British interviewer |than the original George Abbott) urday (23). Show drew 70,000 pay- | run Monday 198) as sngannte taste, | See ane ath bee. scaled to $4.20, 
last week that he will take an 18-| production, notably in Robert Al-!ees and an estimated gross of UY. 


month holiday from Broadway, 
during which he plans to appear 
in “Fourposter” in French in Paris, 


stage a new production of the Jan | off, suggests a change in public|ends the current season. 


| ton’s breath-taking dances. But the 
| show’s smash success now, in con- 
|trast to its original failure to pay 


| $56,000, 

| Natives are still clamoring for 
|ducats for this windup stanza that 
Sandra 


de Hartog play in Lwundon with | taste rather than a marked superi- | Deel, William Shriner, Arthur Bar- 


Jessica Tandy and Hume Cronyn 
(lt was done there two seasons ago 


jority in quality of the revival. 
' Hobe. 


| nett, Robert Eckles and Jack Ruth- 
erford are the leads.’ 


| first production of the Starlight to 
| be booked for a fortnight. Cast in- 
cludes Gloria Hamilton, Julie Wil- 
|son, Donald Clarke, Richard Went- 
‘worth, Helen Raymond, Sammy 
White, Ronnie Cunningham and 


‘Joseph Macaulay. 


“Remains To Be Seen,” with 
Roddy McDowal), Sally Forrest and 
Allen Jenkins, hit a fair $11,000 
for its second week at the 1,157- 
seat United Nations-Alcazar The 
tre. Show, with a $3.60 top, 
jonly a weak $9,800 last week. 
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Plays Abroad 


Affairs of State 
London, Aug. 22. 


Emile Littler & Tom Arnold presenta- 
tion of comedy in three acts by Louis 
Verneuil. Directed by Roy Rich. At Cam- 
bridge Theatre, London, Aug. 21, °52; 


$1.75 top. , 
Philip Russell .... Wilfrid Hyde White 
Constance Russell ........ Coral Browne 
Irene Elliott iw . Joyce Redman 
George Henderson . 
Byron Winkler . 
Lawrence 





... Basil Radford 
jeotucee tes David Tearle 


Whatever the incongruitied of a 
French-authored, comedy, with an 
American background, played by a 
typically British cast, there is no 
doubt of the favorable audience 


other hit to their credit. The piot 
ripples along a_ well-worn path 
with easy dialog. the timing and 
delivering of which are impecca- 
ble. As a vehicle for five talented 
artists, it proves satisfying, agree- 
able entertainment. 


The ramifications of Amertcan 


..Hugh Williams | 


and the Mermaid,” which had a. Krantz 


‘Okla’ to Tee Cleve. 


Cleveland, Aug. 26. 
Theatre manager Milt 
announced season. will 


Hanna 


similar love angle. Current Paris| open Sept. 22 with “Oklahoma,” 
run of play has interested three | and that the season will “come 


American producers 
“Duchess” (nee “Miranda”) 
Broadway. 


witty play with scripting good 
enough to carry the _ fantastic 
theme. Story of the Paris physi- 
cian wanting to complete some re- 
search on fish-life has him visiting 


the seashore. His boat capsizes and | 


lhe is rescued by a mermaid. Both 


his scientific and amourous inter- 


| 


' 


len | some clothes and takes her back to | 
reaction, or that producers Emile | 
Littler and Tom Arnold have an-| 


politics prove no obstacle to for-| 


Paris where he installs her 
patient in his 
Miranda spends most of her time 
in the bathtub but shows up for 
cocktails in a wheelchair, demand- 
ing glasses of salt water and sea- 
weed sandwiches. 

The doctor's wife’s suspicions 
are awakened by her strange be- 
havior and her uncanny influence 
over her 
of the male is 


complete. The 


as a} 
wife’s apartment. | 


husband. Her conquest | 


|chauffeur, who carries her up and} 


eign understanding, and_ the 
smooth direction gives point to| 
every line and situation. Joyce | 


tedman is delightful as the school- | 


marm suddenly 
provide a temporary mafe for a 
rising diplomat whose bachelor- 
hood is detrimental to his career. 

He is in love with her aunt, who 
is unable to get a divorce from her 
elderly husband. The plan to keep 
the position of chatelaine warm 
until the other two are free to 
marry goes awry with 
swift emergence from poor 
tion to a graciofis, glamorous 
hostess. It’s obvious, as soon as the 
scheme is set by th= cunning con- 
trivance of the othe; woman’s hus- 


band, that the marr:age of conven- | 


ience will soon @sume affection- 
ate. lasting status. 


The aunt knows when, she 


requisitioned to} 


| 


| 





| bewitched 
is | Bailly cast as the gruff chauffeur 


down stairs, falls in love with her | 


and breaks off an affair with a 


poses her as a siren and Miranda | 
| jumps into the Seine to swim back 
|to the open sea. 


“Duchess” is handled here as 
farce. Production is firstrate, and 
as smooth and sophisticated as 
possible. Direction by Christian- 
Gerard 


its comedy. Costumes 
by Schiaparelli, especially 
for Gaby Sylvia as Miranda, are 
a great asset in suggesting the 


| Oceanic background of the mer- 


maid. Maurice Teynac, as the doc- 
tor; Gerard Sety in the role of a 
family friend; Roland 


licked and goes off on a world| 4nd Madeleine Geoffroy as a com- 


cruise with the spouse she had 
planned to teave, while her lover 
achieves the coveted post of Sec- 
retary of State, and a_ beautiful, 
clever wife. Hugh Williams plays 
this part with his customary air of 
boyish maturity and Coral Browne 
sparkles with malicious insincerity 
as his ex-playmate. Basil Radford, 
who 
tion after a year’s absence through 
illness, makes his smaller part rich 
with his own personality. Wilfred 
Hyde White, as the cunning 
fox who is responsible for the do- 
mestic coup d'etat, tackles his task 
with wholehearted relish. having 


some of the best lines in the play. | 
tov Rich, as always, directs with | 


competence. Clem. 


La Duchesse D’Algues 
(DUCHESS SEAWEED) 
Paris, Aug. 2 


Mile. Parisys and 


by Peter Blackmore. Directed 


arelli. Features Gaby 
eynac, Nadine Alari 
zet Mais, 


Sylvia, 
Gerard 
Madeleine Gevifroy. 


Maurice 
Sety. 


Paris. $3 top. 

Marina Formentor 

, Claire Martin oes Suzet 
Mademoiselle Cary.... Madeleine Geoffroy 
Isabelle Lambert........ Nadine Alari 
ae ey eee Pierrette Bruno 
SS ere Maurice Teynac 
eae Gerard Sety 


GAIGSR Ks ic kis ccceet ges 

“Duchess,” a fantasy about a doc- 
tor in love with a mermaid. can 
make no pix bid because it has 
been filmed already. However. its 
Broadway possibilities seem to 
loom big with a probable scramble 
for U. S. legit rights. “Seaweed” 
has had varied career. Authored 
by Peter Blackmore, English play- 
wright, its screen rights were sold 
to British films before the play 
(original title was “Miranda”) was 
staged in London. Appearance of 
film scotched the London run of 
the play, but the comedy has 
played Spain. Holland, Scandina- 
via and is due to open in Italy 
this fall. 

“Miranda” was also tried-out at 
the La Jolla Playhouse in Califor- 
nia three years ago, but got no fur- 
ther in the U. S. U. S. distribu- 


tion rights of the British pic, 
hen Ms 
Miranda,” were bought up by a 


Hollywood company which wanted 
to exhibit its film, “Mr. 





received a vociferous recep- | 


old | 


| 

) _ Andre Certes pro- Jedermanns Mutter 
duction of comedy in 2 acts (4 scenes)| Jedermanns guter Gesell 

by Chris- | Hausvogt re 
tian-Gerard. Adapted by Costance Coline; | 
sets. Suzanne Reymond: costumes. Schia- | 
i Sa- | Ein Schuldknecht 
| Pierrette | Schuldknechts 
Bruno, Roland Bailly. At Michel Theatre, | Buhischaft 


Gaby Sylvia Duenner Vetter 
Mais | Mammon 


Roland Bailly | 


Peabody 


ic nurse, all are socko. Wife’s role 
is played for low comedy and jars 
| with the acting of others. 
beautiful and expert as Miranda. 
“Duchess’ should stand a fine 
|chance on Broadway, being novel, 
| witty and easy to stage, but the 
casting of Miranda will be tough. 
Curt. 





Jedermann 
(Everyman) 
Salzburg. Aug. 1. 
| Salzburg Festival production of “play 
of death of a rich man” by Hugo ven 
Hofmannsthal, in one act. Based on pro- 


| duction by Max Reinhardt (1920); newly 
revised and directed (1952) by Ernst 
Lothar; Music. Einar Nilson and Joseph 


Messner; costumes. Caspar Neher: chore- 


those | 


Gaby | 
Sylvia, stage and screen looker, is | 


is good, giving the play | 
the girl’s| movement and tempo, and making 
rela- | the most of 


| 


j 


' 


in placing | close to 24 attractions in 30 weeks 
On of theatre.” 


He said the Guild-Living Thea- 


“Duchess” is smartly written, a) tre plan guarantees eight vehicles, 


including “Constant Wife,” with 
Katharine Cornell; Robert Young 
in “Country Girl,” and Edna Best 
in “Jane.” 





Shubert, N.H., Bows Season 


ests are aroused and he buys her} 


With Personnel Switches 


New Haven, Aug. 26. 
The Shubert, which gets under- 
way for 1952-53 this week with 
road break-in of a new cast for 


“Oklahoma,” will open with a per- | 


sonnel change for the new season. 
Ben Segal, for several years man- 
aging director of the spot, will con- 
fine his activities to representing 
the house on the New York book- 
ing end. 

Ben Witken will act as house 


. . ” , | manager; Don Glenn, publicity di- 
maid. Finally the doctor’s wife ex- | 


rector, and Louis Moscow, boxof- 
fice. Carlson Spear, former assist- 
ant manager recently deactivated 
from Naval service, will not return 
to the Shubert, being presently 
publicity director at Melody Fair 
in Danbury. 











| Plays Out of Town 


———as Continued from page 58 Sanam 


- The Laugh Maker 
tional three-acter and the elimina- 
tion of several scenes would speed 











Comin’ Thro’ the Rye 
which gives “Comin’ Thro’ the Rye” 
its liveliest and best moments. He 
gave the play also a definite offbeat 
charm largely through the Burns 
poems and the old Scotch airs. But 
he fell short on the other point, 
that of the idealist seeking to rouse 
Scotland’s national pride and striv- 
ing to cause his native land to rebel 
and break away from England. 





| 


| 


| 
| 





| 
| 
} 


| 
| 


This phase of Burns is not well 
known to most Americans and the 
sought-for revolution did not ma- 
terialize. None of this is made clear 
in the play. The audience goes away 
somewhat puzzled by this facet, 
which tends to dribble off into ser- 
monizing. 

A tighening of the slow 


- Strawhat Reviews 


Continued from page 58 


———_. 


dled interestingly various play. 
within-a-play angles which . 
ve meaty 
alog, aS well as theme itse! 
indicate that considerable deen of 
thought has gone into the prepa- 
ration here. Bone, 


Charming By Night 

Lutherville, Md., Aug. 91. 
Hilltop Theatre presentation of comedy. 
drama in three acts by Madeline David. 
son and Maurice Glucher. Directed py 
Edward Ludlum; setting by Richard 
Mitchell. At Hilltop Theatre, Lutherville 
Md., Aug. 19, ’52; 2.45 top. . 








first | 


scene and a pickup of the very end | 


would help. 
“Comin’ Thro’ the Rye” is hy- 


|poed by better than summer stock 
ilevel of 


performances. David 
Brooks, who plays the role of 
Burns, does a fine, lively job and 
blends the romantic and bawdy 
portions of his character nicely. 
His songs are well done. 

Ian Martin, as the tailor, a sing- 
ing, dancing comic foil, turns in 
an amazingly polished performance, 
considering the shortness of re- 
hearsal, Martin’s little tailor milks 


ithe lines for every laugh that’s in 
| them and he does some comic jig- 


} 
| 


ging and singing that brings down 
the house. 
Competent job is turned in by 


ree Frank as Jean Armour, 


urns’ love, whom he is about to 


|marry at the final curtain, though 


| 


| the pace considerably. It has some | 





effective highlights, including the 
thespic duel between the protag- 
onists for the love of--the beauti- 
ful, wealthy Parisienne who angels 
their theatre, and the attempt of 


| 


she has already béen the mother 
of his twins for over a year. An 
even better job is that of Marijane 
Maricle, who plays Betty Paton, 
soft-hearted barmaid who couldn’t 
say “no” to Burns—or practically 
anybody else, for that matter. She, 


|too, mothers a Burns infant, but 


| 


one of the comics to teach the craft | 


to his 19-year-old-son. Throughout, 


| however, there appears to be an 
| air of smug satisfaction about show 


| characterization is 


ition as the 


business, punctuated by lines that 
will win considerable attention in 
the trade but leave general audi- 
ences unmoved. 

Kathleen Freeman has directed 
the semi-central staging production 
with a deft touch, and the oversized 
cast is generally good. Alvin Hur- 
witz is okay as one of the come- 


| 
} 


} 


|he keeps trying. 


winds up marrying the comic tailor. 
The poet's other heart interest, 
Anne M'Lehose, the noble young 
lady whom he named Clarinda. is 
played by Beverly Whitney. This 
is the gal with whom Burns doesn’t 
manage to make too much time in 
the big-city of Edinburgh, although 
: Urbane jobs of 
characterization are turned in by 


| Winston Ross as John Richmond, 
jthe poet’s friend; Geoffrey Barr as 


| 


dians, and Joseph Mell as the part- | 
j}ner is fine in comedy scenes but 


misses in those scenes in which the 
tinged with 
Byron earns atten- 
romantic interest and 


pathos. Jean 


| there are good supporting perform- 


ography, Grete Wiesenthal; musical di- 

rector, Carl Hudez; technical director, 

George Hohensinn; organ soloist, Franz | 

Sauer. In the Cathedral Square, Salz- 
burg, July 27, °52. $6 top. 

Stimme des Herrn Karl Bluehm 

Tod Tory. . Franz Shafheitlin 

Jedermann . Will Quadflieg 

Lotte Medelsky 

Erich Auer 

‘ Karl Navratil 

NS ee ee ee ..Mario Haindortt 

EE i du. . ie anake hewn Richard Goetz 


Ein armer Nachbar Theodor Grieg 
Wolfgang Hebenstreith 
Weib....Roswitha Posseli 
Lola Muethel 
ooecesenn Hugo Lindinger 


Dicker Vetter 


i edeceeeetacts Willy Roesler 
Gute Werke 


Glaube ae ..Antie Weisgerber 
| Teufel .......ceceeeess eer Schmidt 
| Spielansager .......... Helmut Janatsch 


Out of half a year of theatre and 
party politics, the new Salzburg 
production of the annual Salzburg 


Festival's most traditional piay has | 


emerged without violence to the 


hallowed Reinhardt tradition, and | 
improvements | 


with considerable 
from the audience viewpoint as a 
pageant and tourist attraction. 
Ernst Lothar’s direction has suc- 
ceeded in doing no violence to the 
picturesque and often impressive 
, dramatic form of the morality play 


in its immensely effective open-air | 


setting before the Italo-Baroque 


facade of the 18th Century cathe- 
has 
speeded up the action and intensi- 
fied the color and drama sufficient- | 
110-minute 
running time a lot more tolerable 
than its previous 130-minute sched- 


dral. At the same time it 
ly to make the new 


ule. 


Because of political 


(Continued on page 61) 


TeTTT Ti Heinz Conrads 


. Alma _ Seidler 


, complica- 
tions, which approached the pro- 
portions of a vendetta, this year's 

















ERNEST TRUEX and SYLVIA FIELD 


“GEORGE AND MARGARET” 
by 


GERALD SAVORY 


Capacity Week August 18th 
PLAYHOUSE IN THE PARK, PHILADELPHIA 








ances from Charles Lucas and Don 


Kreger, latter scoring strongly as | 
ithe pathetic progeny determined to | 


emulate his comedian father. 
Kap, 





Current Road Shows 


(Aug. 25-Sept. 6) 


“Bell, Book and Candle” (Joan 


/Bennett, Zachary Scott)—Strand, 
| Vancouver (27-30); Met, Seattle 
(1-6). 


“Call Me Madam”—Met, Seat- 
tle (26-30); Aud., Portland (1-6). 

“Country Girl” (Robert Young, 
Nancy Kelly)—Lobera, Santa Bar- 
bara (1-2); Aud., Pasadena (3); 
Aud., Fresno (4); College of Pacific, 
Stockton (5); Aud., Richmond, Cal. 
(6). 

“Fourposter” (Jessica Tandy, 
Hume Cronyn)—Geary, S. F. (25-6). 

“Guys and Dolls’—Shubert, Chi 
(25-6). , 

“I Am a Camera” (Julie Harris) 
—Cass, Detroit (1-6). 

“Jollyana” (Bobby Clark, Mitzi 
Gaynor)—Curran, S. F. (25-6). 

“Moon Is Blue” (David Niven, 


/Diana Lynn, Scott Brady)—Bilt- | @lity. 


more, L. A. (25-6). 

“Oklahoma” — Hartford 
Broadway. Kingston, N. 
Paramount, 
(3-6). 


(29-30); 


“Porgy and Bess” -— National, | 


Washington (25-30). 

“South Pacific’ (Janet Blair, 
Webb Tilton)—Philharmonic Aud., 
L. A. (25-6). 

“Stalag 17”-—-Capital, Salt Lake 


City (26-27): Aud., Denver (29-30); 


Erlanger, Chi (1-6), 





Miriam Kressyn Set 
Miriam Kressyn, Yiddish actress- 
singer, will play one of the leading 
roles in “My Lucky Day,” Yiddish- 
American musical comedy which 


will costar Edmund Zayenda, Irv- | 
Kave at 


ing Jacobson and Selma 


the Second Ave. Theatre, N. Y., 
this fall. 

The Joseph Rumshinsky-Louis 
Freiman production, for which 


Felix Sadoski will stage the dances, 
will feature both Yiddish and Eng- 
, lish-speaking players, 


ithe Earl of Glencairn, Burns’ pa- 
|tron, and Ned Cary as Prof. Du- 


gald Stewart, who brings Burns to | 


the city, Lowe. 





Genesis, 1952 
Milford, Conn., Aug. 20. 


Milford Playhouse presentation of 
drama in three acts by George Groskritz. 
Directed by James Xanthos: setting, 
George Anderson, II. At Milford (Conn.) 
Playhouse, Aug. 19, *52; $1.85 top. 

-. oe John Clavin 
BOG -DOAMOMes. «vic sc6esess Janet Sarno 
GOO DEMING i. 6ccccccucs George Groskritz 


It might be well for some pro- 
ducer, if he hasn’t already caught 
this one in its strawhat tryout at 
Milford, to jot down a reminder 
for a date in mid-October when 
the play will be given a. second, 
and revised, airing at the Yale 
|Drama Dept. A smart script tech- 
nician could do things with this 
embryo, and it has the basic ele- 
ments of a producer’s dream in 
| its single-set, three-character 
| makeup. 
The idea behind “Genesis,” and 
| the development of that idea, have 
|; merit. Carrying a man-who-played- 
| God theme, script is built around 
the being created ‘rather than the 
creator. A young playwright, 
whose fiancee reprimands him for 
| failing to create real characters in 
his plays. decides to abandon the 
| Superficial and take a hand in ac- 
| tual development of a live person- 





When a brainchild of his, in the 
person of a football hero he had 


(1-2): | Created 10 years before, appears 
Asbury Park, N. J. | 0Ut Of the past. the playwright sets 


to work bringing him up to date 
as a human entity. The experi- 
| ment is so successful, that the final 
(curtain has the character walking 
off with the playwright's bride-to- 
be, while the scripter himself set- 
acti ¢ career.of writing 
e life-like beings j i / 
ae wmee into his plays. 


small-cast plays 
|which have to employ offstage 
voices, phone calls to imaginary | 


| characters and similar business in 
order to get out of some tight cor- 
ners, this play manages to hold in- 
| terest with its complete delines- 
tion centered on the three char- 
,acters involved. 

Non-pro casi of John Clavin, as 
the playwright: Janet Sarno. his 
fiancee; playwright George Gros- 
| kritz, doubling as the pigskin pride, 
all give good accounts of them- 
selves on the strawhat level. Stag- 
ing has made understandable a 
somewhat complicated combination 
of fact and fantasy, and has han- 


Steve Drago.......... Pirie MacDona 

Billie Se fom —— 
Sai-To .. subeeSsece Edmund Johnston 
Carleton Drago.......... William Tregoe 
Sidney Hartley............. ..Val Avery 
Brenda Drago... Lois Hail 


Genevieve Dearborne...___ 


This 


Elaine Swann 





is the winning selection 


| from some 52 scripts submitted in 


a nationwide contest, and based on 
its preem here, it obviously read 
well. It’s one of those attempts at 
ultra-sophisticated conversation in 
a worn-out situation, and the smart 
talk when played comes out as an 
endless series of obvious wise- 
cracks and labored gags. Thus 
dialog that is hard to project be- 
lievably, even by the most practic- 
ed players, here takes on the tone 
and tempo of phonograph records. 
No real character sneaks through 
anywhere. It adds up to a better- 
than-average effort, but is far from 
ready for more ambitious auspices 
in its present state. 

Here is the story of the young 
writer from the sticks who hit it 
big as a fiction writer on his first 
try and got swept up in the ultra- 
ultra life that is supposed to be 
lived by successful people in New 
York. -His wife has travelled the 
Same road to keep up with him, 
and it’s a steady round of cheating, 
drinking and dropping an ironic 
aphorism between parties. 

A son, who has come up amongst 
all this, and has gone the usual 
way of being tossed out of one seat 
of learning after another among 
other quickly forgiven episodes 
traditional to scions of rich and 
sophistocated big-city folk, clears 
the atmosphere by bringing home 
a real honest-to-goodness farm girl. 
And it isn’t too long before the 
breath of fresh country air takes 
hold mightily, and all concerned 
lay bare theip-sodden souls to re- 
claim their phoney existence. 

Lois Hall, as the wife, projects 
| well in the uniform cast, and 
Elaine Swann garners laughs in a 
brief scene as an actress friend of 
the two-timing author. Edward 
Ludlum’s direction gets the most 
out of the script and might be 
scored as a standout, what with 
the brief week allotted to the 
mounting of a new play. Same for 
the setting by Richard Mitchell. 

Burm. 





Doctor In Spite of 
Himself 
9 


Boston, Aug. 20. 

Brattle Theatre presentation of tarce 
by Moliere, translated by Elmer Eng: 
strom, with interpolations by Zero Mostel. 
Directed by Albert Marre. Settings by 
Richard Baldridge. Costumes by Chris 
Mahan. At Brattle, Cambridge, Aus. 19, 
"52 


Sgamarelle.....cccccccsssess Zero Mostel 
Seetine. . ge 060-06 ccs Geepeeces Kate Harkin 
PAE. oc ce cececscoceoesesses Jerry Hiken 
Valere....cccees errr rey Conrad Jameson 
LUCAS. . vcsceceescccseses: ... Paul Sparer 
Geronte....... veoeeees.- Richard Kilbi ide 
Jacqueling........+.e0+: Amanda Steel 
Lueinda......cesecseeses _.Jgan Farrand 
Leander. .cceseccccceces: Elmer Engstrom 
Thibaut.......sccccossers Richard James 
Pe nc ccdccctssiccsee ...-Ted Theime 





While its doubtful that Moliere 
had anyone vaguely resembling 
Zero Mostel in mind when he wrote 
“The Doctor In Spite of Himsel! 


‘about 300 years ago, the Brattle 


management, seeking boxoffice 
rather than artistic ‘results, has 
come up with a winner. While the 
program credits ‘“Interpolations by 
Mostel,” it would seem more pe! 
tinent to reverse it, with Moliere 
strictly an also-ran in this produc- 
tion, any resemblance of the orig: 
inal script being definitely a C0 
incidence. 

Cast as the ne’er-do-well, wife- 
beating woodchopper, Ssganare!. 
who is conned into posing as a doc- 
tor, Mostel cavorts throughout the 
play with complete abandon. ' 
ducing the plot (and audience’ 10 
a shambles. Overstuffed zany }!- 
cludes such absurdities as spell- 
ing M-O-T-H-E-R via body contol 
tions while two actors vocalize, 
making like a squirting whale, reel- 
ing off a cigaret commercia’. >" 
'firm, so round,” etc., galloping 
through the aisles of the orchest'4 
ond otherwise carrying on In no” 
Moliere manner. Results is an eve 
/ning with Mostel rather than Mol- 
|iere, and from uninhibited guffay 
\from customers, it’s okay wit 
‘Teesuating cast, which includes 
\his wife, Kate Harkin, cart) - 
i bravely, in spite of overwhem ig 
| odds. 
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Newsmag D’ya Read? 

Last week’s editions of Time and 
Newsweek mags covered the Wal- 
ter Winchell-Barry Gray “feud” 
from different approaches, with 
Time giving Gray the edge and 
Newsweek more pro-WW. Setu 
prompted Winchell to ask his read- 
ers to compare Time’s “slanted” 
copy with Newsweek's “good re- 
porting.” 

Neither mag recalled that when 
Gray first got started on WOR, 
N. Y., the gabber and WW touted 
each other in their respective out- 
lets. 





Koestler’s Slight Switch 
Macmillan had to reprint Page 
959 of Arthur Koestler’s soon-due 
zutobiography, “Arrow In_ the 
Blue,” and _ circulate substitute 


pages of the advance copies to re-| 


viewers in order to clarify a state- 
ment about six men and Coémmu- 
nism. The Koestler original re- 
ferred to “The God That Failed,” 
one of his former books where e 
listed five names and his own as 
“cix former Communists.” The new 
pinaseviogy has it, “six men who 
formerly believed in the tenets of 
Communism.” 





Cowles’ Management Plan 

Cowles Magazines, Inc. has set 
up a Plans & Operations Commit- 
tee, composed of 16 staffers from 
various departments of the com- 
pany, as its version of the “multiple 
management plan” used by several 
manufacturing firms. “MM” idea, 
first developed in 1932 by Charles 
McCormick of Baltimore, is based 
on the theory that “participation 
is one of the fundamental desires 
of human beings’ and that they 
are happier and more productive 
when actively participating in 
overall running of a business, 

Back in February, 1951, Gardner 
(Mike) Cowles set up a committee 
on operating policies and proce- 
dures, of top-level execs, to study 
the company’s operation. Cowles 
said this group’s success in con- 
tributing to the efficiency of opetra- 
tion led to his decision to carry 
the “MM” idea further. Chairman 
of the new group is Dick Elliot, 
Look’s manager of advertisers’ 
services, and the committee in- 
cludes reps from various depart- 
ments of Look and Quick. Group 
has responsibility for drafting its 
own bylaws and working out its 
methods of operation. 





Maria Trapp’s 2d Tome 

Baroness Maria von Trapp, head 
of the Trapp Family Singers, whose 
first book, an autobiography of the 
group titled “Trapp Family Sing- 
ers,” was published by Lippincott 
in 1949, has written a second tome. 

Titled “Yesterday, Today and 
Forever,” book discusses religion 
in one’s daily life. Lippincott will 
publish it in November. The bar- 
oness’ first book had 10 printings. 
She’s dropped her title, now, and 
is known simply as Maria Trapp. 





New Painting Technique 

A new technique of painting for 
books was used by Nicolas Mord- 
vinoff for Rudyard Kipling’s “New 
Illustrated Just So Stories,” which 
Garden City Books publishes next 
Tuesday (2). Mordvinoff painted 
in actual printing inks rather than 
oil or water colors, so that the re- 
production will be exact, inasmuch 
as the printer will be using the 
same inks with which he worked. 

Nordvinoff, who won the 1951 
Caldecott award for the finest 
was iol ee book of the year, 
was forced to do. the 72 illustra- 
tions for “Just So” twice, because 


a namie fire destroyed the original 
set, 





New Graphic Arts Mag 

Advertising Publications, Inc., 
pumanee of Advertising Age and 
ndustrial Marketing, is adding a 
new monthly magazine to its list, 
Advertising Requirements, a pub- 
lication devoted to the graphic arts 
field, including photo-engraving 
and photography. First issue comes 
out in January. Dick Hodgson has 
been named editor. 

Firm recently sold Hospital 
Management to Clissold Publish- 
ing Co., Chicago. 





Parisian Triple-Threat 


Cecil Saint-Laurent, who penned | 


‘Caroline. Cherie,” printed in the 
U. S. this year by Prentice Hall, 
iS one of the most prolific scribes 
in Paris, He goes under three 
names for his writing, Cecil Saint- 
Laurent, Jacques Laurent and 
Alberic Varenne. As Cecil Saint- 
Laurent, his “Caroline Cherie” was 
# Paris bestseller in book form, 
and as a film, with Martine Carol, 
One of the top grossers there last 
year. 

_Laurent is now busy with several 
Pic plans. His sequel script to 


“Caroline,” called “The Caprices 
of Caroline,’ is now finished. 
Laurent is also scripting “‘Lucrecia 
Borgia,” which will be a big-budget 
costumer, to be directed by Chris- 
tian-Jaque next season. Laurent 
also has another script, “Death In 
The Soul,” which he wants Jean 
Aurel, who heretofore has only 
|made art shorts, to direct. He is 
|} also at work on a script based on 
| the life of. Simon Bolivar. 

| As Jacques Laurent, he is finish- 
ing a book for Bernard Grasset, 
and as Alberic Varenne he’s doing 
|a whodunit called “Police. Story.” 
| Also on the agenda is a legit inter- 
| pretation of his “Nine Pearls of 
Culture.” He also writes reviews 
} on the side. . 








More on Hellinger Biog 
Jim Bishop’s 216,000-word man- 
|uscript for his Mark Hellinger biog 
| had to be trimmed by 60,000 words 
ifor its Appleton-Century-Crofts 
| publication in November. “It hurt 
ito cut,” Bishop says, “but I feel 
that no one can justly say that the 


'real Mark is not left in the book.’ | 


Bishop béing repped by several 
agents stems from the fact that 
Hellinger’s widow, Gladys Glad, in 
January, 1950 signed a one-year 
|contract with the William Morris 
| office. Even though Bishop had his 
|own agent (the late Franz Horch) 
lhe was bound to WM for book 
;}and serial rights. Bishop selected 
|Al Horwits, of Universal-Interna- 
tional, to handle picture rights to 


|the biog because Horwits had been 


|Hellinger’s tap publicity man on| 
the Coast. 
On his other tome, “Parish 


Priest,” Bishop is being agented 
by MacIntosh & McKee, following 
sale of the Hosch agency to M&M 
by Hosch’s widow. 





CHATTER 

Look mag planning a piece on 
the concert business. 

Joe Pasternak completed his first 
novel, “Another Side of Heaven.” 

Pete Martin’s article, ‘‘Helen 
Hayes Tries Hollywood Again,” in 
Aug. 30 Satevepost. 

Sidney Harris in Hollywood for 
a month to gander the film lots for 
the Chicago Daily News. 

Claude L. Garson in Hollywood 
to round up material as film edi- 
tor of the daily Paris L’Aurore. 

Danny Thomas’ autobiography, 
“Double U Turn,” will be pub- 
|}lished in January by Simon & 
| Schuster. 
| Paul Elbogen’s novel, “Dram,” 
|already in circulation in Europe, 
| will be published in this country 


_ Random House. 





“Hopalong-Freud Rides Again,” 

y Ira Wallach, sequel to “Hop- 
|along-Freud,” being published by 
| Henry Schuman Sept. 10. 

Ralph T. Kettering, playwright- 
author-showman, in N. Y. polishing 
his “Hello Sweetheart,” biog of the 
|late legit producer, Al Woods, in 
| Which several publishers are in- 
| terested. 

John Savage, freetance tele an- 
'nouncer, had his piece on mishaps 
that plague live video spielers 
(which he wrote cuffo for VARIETY) 
picked up by Cosmopolitan mag— 
| with a $200 payment. 

Gene Brown, pressagent last 
summer for the Sea Cliff (L. I.) 
Summer Theatre, has authored his 
first novel, “Trespass” ($2.25) just 
published by Doubleday. It’s about 
the abortive remance between a 
white man and a Negro girl. 

“Sources of Theatrical History,” 
by A. M. Magler, director of grad- 
uate studies in theatre history, 
| Yale U., has just been published 
iby Theatre Annual, Inc., ($7.50). 
| It’s described as an anthology of 
the stage “from the Greek of Thes- 
pis to the New York of Belasco 
and the Paris of Antoine.” 


| 
| | Plays Abroad 


——_=s Continued from page 60 


Jedermann 
“Jedermann” had to be cast most- 
ly in Germany and with minor 
names. That this makes little dif- 
ference in the final result lies both 
in Lothar’s emphasis on spectacle 
and on the fact that Hofmann- 
sthal’s script calls for little but 
declamation in a loud voice from 
any of the actors beyond the title 
|role. This, in the hands of Will 
| Quadflieg, a young, personable 
, German pic actor, is handled with 
|considerable liveliness and charm 
| in the early half while the protago- 
| nist of death is still lively, carous- 
|ing and unimpressed by the ap- 
| proach of doom. 

Later, when Quadflieg is called 
upon to depict a newly found sense 
of morality in facing his personal 
| tragedy, he seemed more than a 
| litthe embarrassed by the inherent 
silliness of the closing scenes. In 


























these (among other things) he is 
called on to walk repently into his 
own grave clad in a long white 
nightgown, while his mother and 
an allegorical figure of “faith,” 
sorrow asthmatically. 

New fresh’ costuming, pleasant 
choreography not quite in the bal- 
let category and moving, well-per- 
formed orchestral, organ and 
choral music add a lot to the show. 
But no artifice of man can contrib- 
ute as much as the Cathedral 
square, *with its bells, its stone 
saints and its sense, despite auto 
horns honking outside, of isolation 
from the 20th Century world. 

Nature conspires. with stage 
direction, to start the play (at 5 
p.m.) in bright sunshine, too hot 
for comfort. But by the time the 
drama has reached its closing 
measures the sun has dropped be- 
hand the ancient walls and the cool 
chill of a graveyard seems to creep 
over the audience while Everyman 
(Quadflieg) grapples finally with 
Avarice, succumbs to death and 
goes to his grave. Even an ineffec- 
tive Satan, playing like a Ringling 
clown, can do little to disturb the 
effect. One new touch, living 
statues of saints and unveiled by 
the church doors, add little but 
incongruity. But the piercing sum- 
mons of the angels to “Jeder- 
mann” from the church roofs and 
(seemingly) the surrounding hills 
can still guarantee a spinal chill to 
most listeners. 

This should add considerably to 
the already solid audience appeal 
of Salzburg Festival’s most stand- 
ard attraction. Isra. 


The Step Forward 
London, Aug. 12. 


Jack de Leon production of drama 
in three acts (five scenes) by Anne 
Trego. Stars Guy Rolfe, Frances Hyland, 
Derek Farr. Directed by Jack Minster; 
decor, Elizabeth Taplay. At Strand The- 


ater, London. 

Peggy Heppell.......... Sheila eith 
MOTD TOP si. ececes Frances Hyland 
Miss McClaren.......+.+.. Alexis France 
Mr. Lang@G@on.....ccccesesess Guy Rolfe 
ek, “EME” nc bccebesetés Gillian Lind 
Philip Langdon... .. .. Derek Farr 





A new writer makes a not very 
impressive entrance with this 
frankly novelettish play in which 
the characters bear the imprint of 
cheap fiction and the dialog is dull 
and pedestrian. Production may 
have modest local appeal, partic- 
ularly for femme audiences, but 
cannot be rated a contender for 
the Broadway stage. 

The character who takes the step 
forward is a young wife. She leaves 
her husband because of his infi- 
delity with a more mature woman, 
but feels she is able to return to 
him after she herself has had a 
love affair. 


immaturity and innocence. 
Author is fortunate in having a 
cast which gives an air of credence 
to the yarn. Frances Hyland aptly 
suggests the innocent wife and her 
performance is stamped with a 
tender sincerity. Guy Rolfe turns 
in a smooth and dignified portrayal 
as her employer, who gives her a 
chance at independence. Derek 
Farr plays his philandering brother 
with a free and easy assurance. 
Gillian Lind contributes a pleasing 


minor roles are done okay by 
Sheila Keith and Alexis France. 
Play is adequately directed by 
Jack Minster, Elizabeth Taplay’s 
settings are first-class. Myro, 





Folies Bergere 


Sydney, Aug. 12. 

Paul Derval and Bernard Delfont (by 
arrangement with David N. Martin) pro- 
duction. Original 
production created by Derval and Mi- 
chael Gyarmathy in two acts (23 scenes). 
Local production by Dick Hurran, in as- 
sociation with David Martin’s resident 
producer. Ralton James, Choreography, 
Ronnie Hay; costumes and decor, Mi- 
chael Gyarmathy; orchestra leader, Her- 
bert Fisher. 


With Sonya Corbeau, Renita Kramer, 





filling show ever produced in 
Australia under the David Martin 
banner. That it will have a lengthy 


cause of the novelty of nudes, 
viewed for the first time here. 


time legend in this area, and now 
trio, Derval, Delfont and Martin, 
lock to do well. 

The Aussie police okayed nudity 
edict was that the girls must not 
wriggle torsos or move 
stage. Despite this, 


mission. 


appearances. 





The new experience, 
she believes, will give her the con- 
fidence to make a fresh start, and 
will compensate for her earlier 


cameo as Rolfe’s wife, and thee 


version of the Paris 


This is probably the most eye- 


run seems a sure bet, mainly be- 


Folies Bergere has been a long- 


it’s an actuality, the sponsoring 


on stage, from the navel up. Their 


about 
the femmes 
provide plenty for the $3 top ad- 


Producers Dick Hurran and Ral-|i"g and comedy, get away to good 
ton James have set a too slow | Mitting. 
|tempo, adopting the British pace | : 1 : 
rather than that of Paris. The pro-| Frenchman Guy Nelson in a series 
ducers also permit talent to anti-| of straight numbers, largely sung 
climax their acts via too-frequent |in French. He would be surefire 


A comedy build-up would prove certainly will pull in the femme 





a 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Rancho Pancho, Desert Springs. 

Besieged with requests to sell plots privately, and so keep the com- 
petitive system alive, rather than release them free to any Tom, Dick 
|or Harriet who happens to spot them here, I held a conference with 
‘three coyotes, two cottontails, two tarantutas and a lone rattler and 
| we decided to stick to the old policy of giving them free to all readers 
‘of Variety. Afterwards, readers can try to sell them in the competi- 
| tive open market, grow rich and set up a eartel to freeze out free enter- 
| prise. That's life. So take ‘em or leave ‘em. 

Old Title New Title 

| LIQUOR IS QUICKER WAIT TILL THE MOON SHINES, MOLLY 

This is a musical of sentimental America in the Blue Ridge Moun- 
tains of Virginia in the shade of the lonesome still. Molly Playtex 
with the look-twice-but-don’t-touch figger was the most refined chick 
lin the mountains. She sang like a mocking bird. In fact, when she 
yodeled the echoes came back like the Andrews Sisters, 
| Her boyfriend was Mad Anthony Wayne, the son of the village bar- 
|ber. He had to work his way through state college because nobody got 
| haircuts in the Blue Ridge. He specialized in chemistry and developed 
'a beard-softener to help his father’s business. He would come back to 
the Blue Ridge once in a while to see how his pop was getting on. That 
| was what he said. 
| Actually, he came back to see how Molly Playtex was getting on. 
| He gave her some of the beard-softener for her hair, and she was 
ecstatic over the results. It was better as a shampoo than Fels Naptha. 

Red Schooner was irritated every time Wayne came back to Blue 
|Ridge. One time he put some glue in Playtex’s hair rinse and the re- 
| sult was as stiff as a celluloid collar. She grew angry with Wayne, 
figuring his beard-softener was the cause, but when she found out 
who the real culprit was she burst into song and ordered Schooner to 
| go to sea or a brewery or some place. Anyway, to get out of her life. 
| Then she went to the still and poured herself a shot of moonshine. 


She usually drank an eight-ounce glass in one gulp. This time she 
| began choking violently. Wayne made a fast test. “Water!” he cried. 
|“In an older mountain code you'd get shot for this, Schooner!” 
| Schooner spat ‘at Wayne’s polished shoes. “That's water, too, 
said. Then he turned down the trail and headed for the river. 
| Molly kneeled down and used a copy of a Hearst paper to wipe off 
Mad Anthony’s shoes. He reached down and drew her up to him, 
“Those shoes are not fit for you to polish,” he said. He kissed her. 
“Mmm,” she said, almost swooning’ with delight, “real moonshine.” 
This is a picture for people who hate Internal Revenue men. 


Old Title New Title 
NEVER FACE THE TRUTH WE’RE BACKING UP! 

This is a slogan picture designed to buck up the British and at the 
same time wipe out some snide remarks regarding our retreat in 1951 
from the Yalu River. Some scholar discovered by reading Scully’s 
“Rogue’s Gallery” that “Retreat, hell, we’re attacking from another di- 
rection!”, attributed by Warners to the American commander in North 
| Korea, actually was a rewrite of a remark attributed by Wendell Wilkie 
|to Lieutenant General Dmitri D. Lelyushenko on the Nazi-Russian 
| front in 1944. 

It now appears that the British had a phrase much like it long before 
either America or Russia became empire-minded In fact, it was part 
| of the family crest of Viscount Alfred Broadseat, who had a piece of 
ithe East India Co. when it was first formed. The Broadseats have 
| always had at least one general in the family in every generation since. 

But not until Sir Gen. Windsor Broadseat was appointed to command 
la British army in Inja did the slogan bloom again like a century plant. 

The general had been raised to revere Tennyson's “Charge of the 
Light Brigade,” which was led by a fourth cousin of his. He treated it 
| as if it were a military textbook instead of a poetic glossing-over of 
|one of the biggest military blunders in British history. 

Thus when the natives of Inja defied Broadseat’s command to stop 
| lying in the streets and get up and be shot like dogs he gave them till 
the next morning to be shot lying down. During the night they changed 
| their tactics (proving to Broadseat that they simply couldn’t be trusted) 
j}and began charging his troops with tanks. 
| Later an official inquiry proved that the tanks got to Inja legitimately 
|enough. Seems they had been given to the British by Americans for 
| the Normandy invasion. But that was delayed so long the British 
| feared they would get rusty and sold them to the Russians. The Rus- 
| sians found them unsuited to their terrain so they sold them for twice 
| what they paid for them to sore crackpots in Inja who had been edu- 
cated at Sheffield Scientific School. 

When Broadseat saw his troops being flattened like a newlywed’s 
apa he took to the hills on horse. His scattered army raced after 

im. 

In the hills, unfortunately, they ran into a volley of cannonfire. 
Seems these were a gift from Edward VII to the President of France, 
who saw they obviously were out-of-date and gave them to a maharajah. 
They weren't that out-of-date, because years later in a peasant uprising 
the natives captured the guns and wiped out the maharajah, his whole 
harem and 27 elephants. And subsequently half or Broadseat’s flee- 
jing army. 

Broadseat remembered the old family slogan. “Back up, you ijits!” 
be commanded. His troops backed up. Right, in fact, into the path 
of the oncoming tanks. These flattened the rest of Broadseat’s army like 
English pound notes. 

Broadseat sued for an honorable peace. It was granted provided 
the British°would raise his rank and not allow him to leave the country. 
The Indians didn’t think they could find another chump quite as big 
as Broadseat to oppose them. 
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Guy Nelson, Lowe Ladd, Norman The Prime Minister took this as a fine face-saving formula and 
Vaughan, Lita Ray, Bert Duke TrioM marked it as a victory. Broadseat died shortly afterwards. Of shame 
Mara & Maurice, Trio Daresco, Betty fe : 
Prentice, Ray Overbury & Suzette, | Of Course. ae , ‘st ; 

} ne ey Folies Bergere Girls. At Tivoli, ‘Remember,’ said the Prime Minister at Broadseat’s memorial serv- 


ices, “if one’s car ig stuck in the mud, one gets more power by backing 
up. This is particularly true on hills. That’s what Viscount Broadseat 
did, and that is why today we honor his memory. God save the King! 
I mean, the Queen!” he corrected. 

This is a movie for people who like a man’s picture for a change. 





|helpful. Missing are the smart/ patrons. Renita Kramer _ scores 
sketches associated with this type| solidly with her impressionist 
of show. Lowe and Ladd, featured|dances, “L ’Amour Pour Deux” 


comics, work in the traditional 
British music hall style with pat- 
ter and gags. Norman Vaughan, 
another Britisher, tries exception- 
ally hard in an over-long routine 
of chatter and mugging. 

Rey Overbury gets laughs with 
his falling pants routine and ho- 
|kum instrumental fare. The Bert 
Duke Trio, in a mixture of danc- 


and “L’Autruche,” both well ex- 
ecuted and expertly -sold. 

Sonya Corbeau, a tall blonde, 
puts over her numbers with plenty 
of sex appeal. She apparently 
could be used to advantage in the 
sketches. 

The dance routines are stimulat- 
ing and the talent, including Trio 
Daresco, Mara and Maurice and 





the Folies Girls, exceptionally 
good. 
Folies’ key personality is Costumes, settings and special 


scenic effects are stunning being 
far in advance of anything shown 
here before. All have been bril- 
liantly conceived and —— 
ick. 





|\for some U. S. nightclubs. Nelson 
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Broadway 


The Little Club’s Billy Reed to 
the Coast next week. 

20th-Fox story editor Bert Bloch 
and his wife, Edythe Latham, back 
today (Wed.) from four weeks in 
Europe. 

Joe Roberts handling special 
promotion for Walcott-Marciano 
bout in Philly Sept. 23, including 
chartering of special trains* down 
there. 

Morris Helprin, U.S. rep for Sir 
Alexander Korda, heads for Eng- 
land Sept. 8 for two weeks of con- 
fabs with Korda and other execs 
there. 

Variety Club of New York 
launches an annual golf outing 
Sept. 18 at Vernon Hills Country 
Club, Tuckahoe, N.Y. Tix available 
through Variety Club members or 
Edward Fabian, 1501 Broadway. 

Borrah Minevitch due over next 
week from Paris, where he is long- 
time resident, for a New York 
visit on pleasure and business, lat- 
ter having to do with French film 
features and Franco-U.S. vidpix 
plans. 

Richard F. Walsh, prexy of the 
International Alliance of Theatri- 
cal Stage Employees, is en route to 
England to represent the AFL -as 
delegate to the convention of the 
British Trades Union Congress, 
Sept..1, at Margate. 

Abbie Greshler, agent-producer 
who now headquarters on the 
Coast, planed in for the funeral 
here of his father-in-law, Edward 
I. Lewinson, retired manufacturer 
and philanthropist who died last 
week in Miami Beach. 

Mrs. Eddy (Chiquita) Duchin, | 
widow of the bandleader who died 
two years ago, to marry Morgan 
Heap, manager of the Sun Valley 
(Ida.) Ranch, at the resort on Sept. 
7. Flock of New Yorkers journey- 
ing to SV for the event. 

Ellen Raftery, daughter of thea- 
trical attorney Edward C. Raftery 
(O’Brien, Driscoll & R), upped 
from assistant editor to “editdr-in- 
chief of her school paper at Mary- 
mount College on East 7Ist St. 
She is now a senior there. 

Mario Lanza’s contretemps with 
Metro and his repeated balks at 
studio shooting, RCA Victor record- 
ing, change-of personal managers, 
etc., may see MCA exiting as his 
agent, with the singer’s wife re- 
portedly handling his affairs. 

Benay Venuta in town (1) to set 
her own nitery act in a local pub, 
and (2), en route, with her chil- 
dren, to visit Armand Deutsch’s 
mother in Martha’s' Vineyard. 
Metro producer Deutsch was for- 
merly married to her; she’s now 
the wife of film player Fred Clark. 

While his partner, Herbert 
Jacoby, is on the Coast setting the 
new fall show for the Blue Angel, 
Max Gordon has been minding the 
store, commuting between. his Vil- 
lage Vanguard and the B. A. Biz 
was big at the latter, so much so 
that boniface Gordon “wishes it'll 
be this good in October and No- 
vember.” 


Miami Beach 
By Lary Solloway 

Shine & Stone held over at Sans 
Souci. 

Gracie Barrie back at Driftwood 
Room of Nautilus Hotel. 

Johnnie Ray set for January date 
at Clover Club by Jack Goldman. 

Casablanca’s Club Morocco into 
weekend show-dance policy until 
late fall. 

Martha Raye to N. Y. for TV and 
Latin Quarter dates. Her Five 
O'Clock Club shuttered until her 
return in two months. 


Los Chavales de Espana group, | 


current at Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., 
being paged for long run at swank 
LaRue’s here come winter. 

Filmster John Carroll at Saxony 
for brief stopover on way to Bimi- 
ni, where he’s interested in a hotel- 
Casino project now in the planning 
Stage. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Mike Shapiros off for Europe 


Jr., recovering from polio and will 
be out of the hospital soon. 

Kay Riehl, local actress now liv- 
ing in Hollywood, landed a role in 
“The Star” with Bette Davis. 

Eileen Larson, local actress, has 
a featured role in “Faithfully 
Yours” at White Barn Theatre. 

David Miller, director of “Sud- 
den Fear,” here for couple of days 
plugging the Joan Crawford pic. 

Jackie Heller playing the Club 
30 near Chester, W. Va., after two 
yeeet at Elmwood Inn in Windsor, 

nt. 

Sportscaster Joe Tucker cele- 


brated 17th wedding anni and 
Frank (Col salesman) Silverman 
No. 15. 


Joyce Davis, daughter of Local 
60 prexy Hal Davis, enrolling at 
Neighborhood Playhouse in N. Y. 
this fall. 

Bobby Brannigan left after sum- 
mer opera season closed to rejoin 
backstage crew of “Bell, Book and 
Candle” on tour. 

Rosemary Clooney and Robert 
Merrill coming here Sept. 8 for 
big outdoor rally at Forbes Field 
of community chest workers. 


Chicago 

Sylvia Sidney does “Goodbye, 
My Fancy” at Salt Creek silo this 
week. 

Willie Shore stars in “Room 
Service” at Chevy Chase summer 
theatre. 

North Shore Musical tent puts 
on original musical version of 
“The Drunkard” for final offering. 

Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
played only three-day stand here 
last week, shortest stay in recent 
years. 

Chicagoland annual Music Festi- 
val honored Will Rossiter, 85-year- 
old composer, author and publish- 
er, last week. 

Guy Madison and Andy Devine 
in town to help open boys’ store 
owned by the Lind Bros., former 
nitery singers. 

Joe Kaufman, producer of “Sud- 
den Fear,” in to arrange details of 
local opening with Charles Hogan, 
operator of the Oriental Theatre. 

Merriel Abbott, director of en- 
tertainment for the Hilton Hotels, 
off to the Caribe Hilton, Puerto 
Rico, to plan bookings for that 
winter spot. 

Winthrop Gardner, Jr., Sonja 
Henie’s husband, doing local pro- 
motion on her ice show which 
comes to the International Amphi- 
theatre Sept. 11. 

Betty Hutton, Charles O’Curran, 
Charlton Heston, Lydia Clarke, 
Blossom Seeley and Benny Fields 
due in for the world preem of 
“Somebody Loves Me” at the Chi- 
cago Theatre Sept. 5. 


Portland, Ore. 


By Ray Feves 

The Day Dreamers held a sec- 
ond inning at Clover Club. 

Ray Anthony orch played Jant- 
zen Beach Ballroom (22-23). 

Tex Beneke orch played & one- 
= at Salem (22) and Seaside 

Johnny O’Brien held over for a 
second week at Amato’s Supper 
Club. 

Walter Hoffman, Paramount field 
man, in town to set up campaign 
for “Son of Paleface.” 

“Call Me Madam” advance seat 
sale heavy. Musical set for a week 
Ae Auditorium starting Monday 


George Smith, Western division 
manager for Paramount Pictures, 
was in town for a day en route to 
Seattle. 

Arthur Levy, advance man for 
“Bell, Book and Candle,” in town 
all week to work out details with 
Mayfair Theatre manager Herb 
Royster. Play set for fwe nights 
starting Sept. 8. 


Dallas 


By Bill Barker 

Pfc. Vic Damone heading Army 
musical show at Burnett Field. 

Alice Faye in to view ‘Call Me 
Madam” at State Fair Musicals. 

Earl Wilson, N. Y. Post column- 
ist, junketing in Dallas-Ft. Worth 
area. 

Liberace dated for Texas State 





and will also visit Israel. 
Ginger Daye & Gingerettes into 
Club Belvedere for indef run. 
Maurice Spitalny to Chi to pick 


Fair free show Oct. 14 in Cotton 
Bowl. 

Gene Autry troupe will do two 
|shows in State Fair Auditorium, 


London 


Bransby Williams, known for his 
Dickens’ characterizations, feted at 
a Savoy reception in honor of his 
82d birthday. 

Thor Heyerdahi, Norwegian au- 
thor of the best-seller “Kon-Tiki,” 
is making a lecture tour prior to 
the opening of the film version at 
the Curzon Cinema here. 

Belita is to portray the Russian 
ballerina in Metro’s new pic, 
“Never Let Me Go,” now in pro- 
duction at Elstree Studios, Film 
stars Gene Tierney and Clark 
Gable. 

Anton Walbrook is temporarily 
out of the cast of “Call Me Madam” 
at the Coliseum to fill a film con- 
tract. His role is being played by 
Donald Burr, husband of Billie 
Worth. i 

With the opening of “Affairs of 
State” at. the Cambridge, Emile 
Littler and Tom Arnold introduced 
a cheaper policy, top price now 
being $1.75 as against $2 to $2.50 
in other theatres. 

Last of the international play 
season at Irving Theatre Club was 
“The Swedenhielms,” by Hjalmar 
Bergman, presented by the East 
and West Drama Society. Directed 
by Colin Loudan, play was well 
received. 

Leo Genn returning from Holly- 
wood to appear with Alan Ladd in 
Columbia’s paratroop pic, “The 
Red Beret,” being made in Techni- 
color at Shepperton. It will be 
directed by Terence Young. Script 
by Frank Nugent is based on the 
official chronicle on the Airborne 
Division by Hilary St. George 
Saunders. 


Philadelohia 


By Jerry Gaghan 

Manny Davis, former local book- 
er, is now handling heavyweight 
Al Roberts. 

Lynn Hope, beturbaned saxist 
and combo leader, is planing to 
Mecca on a pilgrimage. 

Embassy Club is shopping for a 
golf ve to give lessons in its sec- 
ond floor Monkey Room. 

Lambert Beeuwkes, former g.m. 
of WDAS, is organizing a mail 
order biz in suburban Ardmore. 

Dick Merrick has taken over at 
the CR Club for Nick Ravell dur- 
ing latter’s two-weeks vacation. 

Harry Waxman, Atlantic City 
film house operator, has bought 
into station WMID there. 

“Little Johnny” Merkin, midget 
operator of the bistro bearing his 
tag, is making commefcials for 
juve TV shows. 

Red Rodney, local bop trumpet 
maestro, has signed with -Billy 
Shaw: and opened first job under 
new management (25) at Down- 
beat, N. Y. 

Shubert Theatre’s contract with 
musicians union for four local 
legit houses expires Sept. 1 with 
no signs of a new contract in im- 
mediate. prospect. 


Minneapolis 


Dates for Cronyn-Tandy tourer, 
“The Fourposter,” set back to Sept. 
17-21 at Lyceum. 
eEdyth Bush Little Theatre, St. 
Paul, picked “The Old Maid” as 
September production. 

Old Log. strawhatter holding 
over “Twentieth Century” for sec- 
ond week after outstanding biz. 

J. W. (Jim) Silke, one-time min- 
strel man, retired from sales force 
of Brown & Bigelow, calendar man- 
ufacturers. 

Neal Hefti and Frances Wayne, 
Mr. and Mrs. band team, into 
Prem ballroom in St. Paul Friday 
and Saturday (29-30). 

Ernie Farmer of Fred Waring 
organization in for choir directors’ 
clinie and to plug Waring Sept. 15 
appearance at auditorium’ here. 

Alvin Theatre reopens burlesque 
sPason with revue, “World of 
Stars,” starring Irma. House is 
operated by Charley Fox on 1 to 
5 and 7 to 11 p.m. daily sked. 

Mrs. John S. Pillsbury, Minne- 
apolis socialite, accepted position 
as chairman of Council of Living 
Theatre campaign for subscriptions 
for seven-play list to be presented 
at Lyceum, 


Australia 





up his son, Jimmy, and go fishing | Nov. 20. By Eric Gorrick 

in Michigan. | Joe E. Igwis set for one frame Ice-skating season has been lush 
Bing Crosby due in for a couple | in Hotel Adolphus Century Room |in Sydney and Melbourne. 

of days next month to look over | Nov. ‘ Borovansky Ballet will do tour 

his lowly Pirates. | Harry Koenigsberg, WFAA ra-| of New Zealand under Williamson. 
Bill Land, former Carlton House | dio-TV publicity director, vaca- Metro will give “Ivanhoe” a 

rg a wg has leased a small hotel| tioning in N. Y. and Canada. simultaneous five-theatre release 

a ares Beach, Fla. | Frankie Laine’s charity show for} in Sydney. 

yy Johnny Kirby an uncle | Variety Club set for Nov, 22 in| “Kiss Me, Kate,” sellout on 

es forged of a son at home of | State Fair’s agricultural building. |second stanza for Williamson at 
r. and Mrs. James Kirby. WFAA’s “Early Birds,” nation’s | Royal, Sydney. 


New cafe comedy team 

. ; : of Rex 
Dale & Dick Carlson split prac- 
tically before it got started. 

Vickie Corey of KDKA shoves 


off today (Wed) from N. Y. on| 


three-month African safari. 
Bernie Armstrong's lad, Bernie, 





|oldest live-talent breakfast airer, 
| coeee up 7,000th show Saturday 
| Majestic, Interstate de luxer, 
world preems “The Lusty Men” 
Oct. 2, with Robert Mitchum do- 
ing a personal, 


“Where No Vultures Fly” (BEF) 


for Greater Union. 

Charles Chauvel is shooting the 
famous Marrakai buffalo hunt for 
his new pic, “Jedda.” 





Paramount is setting “Greatest 








Show” as Yuletide attraction at 
Prince Edward, Sydney. 

George Griffiths, in charge of 
Hoyts’ pic chain in Melbourne, due 
back from world jaunt soon. 

David N. Martin’s ‘“Folies Ber- 

ere” looks likely to run until at 
east Xmas at Tivoli, Sydney. 


Dorothy Maynor, U.S. concert y 


singer, a hit on the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission stations. 


Major Aussie newspapers in- 
creasing ad rates covering the film 
field. May force exhibs to turn to 
radio. 

New Zealand exhibitors have 
been given okay to increase ad- 
mission prices, It’s the first raise 
in 23 years. 

“The Miracle” retitled “The 
Wanderer” for dates here) is due 
to come out of the cans shortly on 
Sydney and Melbourne art house 
playdatings. 

Jesfie Matthews, starring in 
“Larger Than Life” at Princess, 
Melbourne, for Garnet Carroll, has 
wound up six half-hour weekly air- 
ings for -the Australian Broadcast- 
ing Commission. 


Madrid 
By Geeno Garr 


Legit actress Elvira Noriega back 
from London and Paris. She will be 
the leading femme of the Teatro 
Lara this fall. 

The unit producing “Imperial 
Violettes,” starring Luis Mariano, 
Simone Valere and Carmen Sevilla, 
have gone on location at Granada. 

Singer and dancer Eloisa Rey is 
the first woman in Spain to have a 
program of her own in Spanish 
Radio. It is a 30-minute show every 
Thursday. 

Antonio (without his partner, 
Rosario) is appearing with gypsy 
dancer Mari Luz in a new picture at 
Sevilla being produced by Edgar 
Neville. It is a 60-minute docu- 
mentary. 

Dancer and film star Ana Esmer- 
alda was seriously injured when 
she fell from a ltorse while film- 
ing in “Bronce y Luna” at the 
Iquino studios; she will be away 
several days, delaying completion 
of the pic. 

Producer Cesareo Gonzales made 
a “Commander of the Order of 
Civil Merit” by the government for 
his work for the national picture 
industry. About 50% of the pictures 
done in Spain studios are produced 
or backed by him or his Suevia 


Films Co. 
Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Bill Shawn sails for U.S. Sept. 
11 to fill TV dates. 

Ram Gopal’s Indian ballet sked- 
ded for fall season at Olympia, 
Dublin. 

Swedish tenor Jussi Bjorling 
pacted for longhair concert, Thea- 
tre Royal, Dublin. 

Jimmy Campbell and Theatre 
Royal orch (Dublin) pacted for air 
series by Radio Eireann. 

Abe Eliiman, Odeon (Ireland), 
Ltd., general manager, back from 
gandering France and Channel 
Islands. 

Hugh Boyle, of the Metropole, 
Dublin, to London and Paris to 
onceover bistro biz before visiting 
Lourdes, 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 
Singer Bill Lawrence current 
click at Blue Mirror. ” 
Former film star Lila Lee guest- 
ed at McLean strawhat past week 


Metro production boss Dore 
Schary set for an October visit to 
help map preem of “Plymouth 
Adventure,” 

Mrs. Sara Young, 20th. booker, 
was hostess at kickoff luncheon 
for Welfare Drive of ladies of 
Variety Club. 

Mrs. Carter Barron, widow of 
the late Metro-Loew exec, now 
living in Atlanta, where her young 
son is following in father’s foot- 
steps by enrolling in Georgia Tech. 


Tokyo 


Japanese’ tax administration 
agency announced that American- 
made newsreels would be free of 
tax. These reels are News of Day, 
Paramount, Fox Movietone and 
Warner-Pathe. 

Scheduled for arrival in October 
is British ballerina Sonya Alowa 
who will make appearances with 
the Komaki Ballet Troupe. Miss 
Alowa is being sponsored on the 
trip by the British Commonwealth 
Film Corp. 

Currently in production by Daiei 


| Studios is another film based on an 
in fifth round at the State, Sydney, | 


original story by the late Ryuno- 
suke Akutagawa, author of the 
studio’s prize winning “Rashomon.” 
It is called “Thieves” and is being 
directed by Keigo Kimura who al- 
so directed “Rashomon.” 





—— 


Hollywood 


Jesse L. Lasky in from n.. ¥, 
cr” Jurado returned to Mexico 


Ps F. Zanuck left for Eu- 


He, . 
eet Levin bedded at home by 


on Porter vacationi i 
Jolin cationing in La 
Alan Ladd leaves 
Sept 5. for London 
Gordon W. Levoy . 
Mexico City. w pamed 
Ethel Barrymore celebrate , 
73d birthday” et tee 
Gae Griffith rec ‘i \ 
tonsillectomy. Peer pee 
Gary Cooper laid up with ton- 
— 2 amen. 
en Doyle in from N., Y. for 
three-month stay. siinaan 
ex Allen to Indianapolis ¢; 
Indiana State Fair. oe oe 
Robert Strauss out of the hos- 
pital after surgery. : 
Gisele MacKenzie in town after 
12 weeks of touring. 
Broderick Crawford to Mexico 
for 10 days of fishing. 
Suzan Ball to Salt Lake City to 
start a foursweek tour. . 
Henry King to Washington for 
Civil Air Patrol confabs. 
Bing Crosby has reservations to 
sail for France on Sept. 12. 
Patricia Medina finalized her di- 
vorce from Richard Greene. 
Gene Autry to Houston for the 
opening of a drive-in theatre 
James R. Grainger in from N. Y. 
for sales huddles at Republic 
Harold Wirthwein returned from 
a tour of Monogram exchanges. 
Iris Clive filed suit for separate 
maintenance against Adolph Dietel. 
Kenjiro Matsushita, Japanese 
og biggie, guested on Monogram 
o 


to 


Andy Devine and Guy Madison to 
Birmingham to start a personal 
tour. 

Dana Andrews and Mary Todd 
in town after eight weeks of straw- 
hatting. 

Harry M. Warners celebrated 
their 45th wedding anni at 
Coronado. 

Rogemary Clooney planes out 
for a one-week stand at the Chi- 
cago Theatre. 

Patricia Neal taped a recording 
for the Armed Forces Radio's 
“Show Business.” 

Roy Rogers and Dale Evans 
booked for benefit performance in 
Memphis, Sept. 17. 

Doretta Morrow in from N. Y. 
to huddle with Metro toppers 
about future film roles 

Annette Kellerman leaves Oct. 
15 on a nationwide tour to plug 
“Million Dollar Mermaid.” 

Erie Johnston will be guest 
speaker at Publicists Guild’s sixth 
annual Panhandle Dinner. 

Betty Hutton using her voice 
again after two weeks of silence 
following a throat operation. 

Arlene Dahl went east last week 
to plug “Caribbean” and her lin- 
gerie line at the same time. 

Screen Producers Guild switched 
its annual Milestone Dinner from 
Oct. 22 to Nov. 12, at the Biltmore 
Bowl. , 

Wynn Rocamora Agency signed 
to represent Gigi Perreau, her sis- 
ter, Janina, and her brother, Peter 
Miles. 

Pasadena celebrated Robert 
Young Day, honoring the outstand- 
ing alumnus of Pasadena Commu- 
nity Playhouse. 3 

Arthur Hunnicutt and Eleanor 
Todd to San Diego for the annual 
charity ballgame between film 
thesps and Del Mar jockeys. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen | 

Carl Ravazza brought in by 
Vogue Room for one-month stint 

Towne Casino teeing off fall sea- 
son Sept. 12 with Duke Etlington 
unit. 

Louis Prima getting $3,000 for 
week at Moe’s Main Street Club 
and drawing SRO at $2 gate. 

Dick Leathers, assistant manager 
of RKO Palace under Max Mink, r= 
signed to go into another business. 

‘Dark about six weeks, Herman 
Pirchner’s Alpine Village reopens 
Sept. 4 with new entertainment 
policy. tiie ws 

“Second Man” winding up > ~" 
son for William Van Sleet-Pave 
Marlin Players at Chagrin Fal 
strawhatter this week. | - of 

Clay Franklin, new director 0 
Lakewood repertory players. oN 
hearsing them in “Ten Little Indi- 
ans” for Sept. 17 kickoff. bat 

George Sterney, now at Hotel 
Hollenden, forming new . band 
for mid-September reopening © 
Zephyr Club as new French cate. 

Ted Lewis orch and revue re° 
turning Sept. 1 to Sky-Way Club 
which also has inked Georgie Goe- 
bel and Jan Welles, Sept. 15; 
Theresa Brewer, Sept. 22; Carmea 
Cavallaro, Sept. 29; Eddy Howar 
and band, Oct. 13; Andrews Sisters, 
Oct. 20. 
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ROY MeLAUGHLIN in Paris, IU, Aug. 12, after a long 
Roy McLaughlin, 57, menager of | illness, 
the ABC central division national 
spot TV sales department, died in| Since her illness a son, Leon, has | mixed 
Chicago Aug. 25. Active’ in Chi- | been managing the business. 
cago radio-TV circles, he was prexy 
of the Chicago Television Council | G 
the past year and had previously | Gaetano Rocco, 38. film . and | 
served a term as president of the | legit actor known professionally as | 
Chicago Radio Management Club. | Guy Tano, died in New York Aug. | 
In 1943 McLaughlin joined the 19 after a long illness He appeared 
Blue Network, which was 


subse- | in the Broadw ay production of “A landmark 
quently to become ABC. Before | Bell for Adano.” 


entering the radio business he had | 


Waikiki 
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tising department of Hearst news- 
a papers. He was made Station man- 


> screen actor known professic 
for a} owned and operated outlet, in 1944. as Henry Mortimer, died 
=] a post he held until 1948 when he | in Whitby, 
was anvointed manager of the| He also appeared in legit in the 
net's WENR-TYV. He was named to early 1900s. 
lee 4 the spot TV berth in April, 1951. 
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MIMI FORSYTHE 

ico 4 Mimi Forsythe, 30. film actress. 

MARVIN WELT died Aug. i 
to i Marvin Welt, 70. theatrical agent, | Forsythe. nee Marie G. Armstrong, mission ean 
died in Chicago Aug. 24. He Was } was formerly Married to Benedict 
for an agent for over 35 years, manag- Bogeaus, film pr 
ing many of the Personalities of A son and a brother Survive. 
the 1920s. including “Peaches” | 
; Browning. He was also head of the 
di- talent division of radio Station Lou Gordon. 
th WGN for years. Welt was active 
1@ F 
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- date booker, m 

Y. i He is survived by his wife and 
i a son, who.is manager of the Car- 

om b 


Mass., Aug. Pewnet liquor 
Survived by his parents. | thirsty 





nt Managers’ Assn of Chicago | ¢ditor of the Kansas City Star, and | le 

. t me 7 anagers oes ee any | father of Henry C. Haskell, a play- 

ate will hold a ring cor, Welt Sept. wright and foreisn editor of the 

9 at the Sherman Ho ae. | newspaper, died in Kansas City; 
. 20. 
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Beachcomber’s 

provide Hawaiian | ease off this 
fare exclusively, }eve of Labor Day, 
| generally co 
through the f. 
ican Legion ¢ 


Tavern, a combination 
Operation, is the major 
pots catering to 
ice-civilian trade. 


: | Cafe-liquor 
The couple in. acts and ) exception among s 


Out of town, 
| pulled anothe 
' Francisco, wi 
Opera subscriptio 
ble factor, but 


but they’re colorful 
UY TANO | S-i-r-l-s, Organis 
won many friends 
Tavern has a sce 


t Wray, who has 
» tops the show. 
nic on-beach lo- 
enough to make the Spot a beach 
another capacity 
Angeles on Civic 
| there “Moon Is B} 
$26,000 without 


| . His wife survives, Firteny) ae . 
; long been a member of the adver- | —s wee Bot 
# 4 who prefer main] 
i HENRY MORTIMER Bang leads the co 
‘ : John O. D. Rennie, 77. Silent 
ager of WENR, the Chicago ABC 


avern has an up- 


Subscription, but 
n for customers 


ue” pulled a nifty 


nally Liquor commission, 

Aug. 20 | cheeks entertainment 
Ont. serving drinks. 

residents don’t rea 

mission has virtual 

; eens power over rub-club 

Wife survives. That has ke 

personators - a 

17 in Hollywood. Miss | bowls out of t 


$30,000 during the 
drew $49,400 and ap- 
pears headed back over the $50.. 
lize it, the com- 
SH censorship slightly to $39,600 in 
ek in Washington. 
e limit at the scale 


also generally 


pt Stripteasers, im- 
nd Sirls-in-goldfish- 
he local field. 
costumes and 
-atter type of 
nvoked, how- 
it’s done with 


Business was 


presumably jokes. 
oducer, Scissoring is rarely j 
ever, and when it is. 
/@ subtle reminder 
LOU ener eo | prietor to clean up or 
Cee, died at his home in Brockton, They take the hint 
up to the last few months as a club 10. 


| Spots. For example, 
| Musicals production 
|Me Madam.” at 


the State Fair | 
licists. 
the State Fair 
weekly record of $55,000 for the 


radio Singer: 
anza of a fortnight’s e 


tor at Metro 
Honolulu. 


Even with rising taxes a 
- Henry J. Haskell, 78. veteran the boys never ha 
: negie Theatre there. Entertain- ast not since th 
just after World 


second-week n 
that the show 
$110,000 for the 


1arks. Indications are 
will gross $109,000- | 
> two-week run and | 


Panny, Albany, Aug. 23. 
formerly served as 
women’s programs 
there; groom is 


new records for both tot director. 
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JOHN T. CLIFFORD 
John T. “Jack” Clifford, 55 
musi¢” publisher, died | boy film star, and actress Dale — 
Aug. 20 at his home in Boston. A Evans died Aug. 24 in Encino. Cal. 
former police sergeant he carried from complications following 
on his publishing and recording mumps, 
business as a Sideline until his re- | 
lrement from the force several 








low : » ea 
was “Somebody Else is Taking My West Side Outdoor Theatre. 


wr able. The g6o; 
»* te : : “| Hear there Aug. 22. Wife and two on lnanaaall 
Bry label. Was Targely mee ease | Seka SANE in merease of 
for the trio’s ascendancy, 
Survive 
daughter. 





| mer low registe 
Pe iJuly 19, 
d by three sons and a Richard North, 48, British Broad- 





| Middlesbrough, England, Aug. 10.|S0n the tote! 
JIRINA STEPNICKOVA | after having take 


Karlovy Vary, Czechoslovakia. One | 








& 
aati ies: 


cide and another that she had been | theatre Manager in Pittsburgh and }SOn was 
beaten to death by Red Czech | Beaver Falls, Pa., 
agents. 


| before his death in June, died at | (1950-51), 
Last October, Radio Free Eu- | her Pittsburgh home Aug. 6. 
rope reported that Czech border - 





1947-48). Thus 
Robert Moore, Sr., 62, nightclub 
| Operator in North Wildwood, N J., 


~| died of a heart attack Aug. 19 in 


she had tried to escape into West 
h her three-year- that city, 


ern Germany wit 
old son. 





on Broad Way. 








Herman E. Fast, 60, general man- | Pittsburgh 


, theatre 
radio stations for 1g years. Before musician, died Aug. '17 at his home | 
joining WKRC, Fast had been with | ; 


| Nathan Gumbiner, 54, theatre | She road, too, 
—_ his own ad firm, Fast & Car- owner, died in Chicago Aug. 21. 
of, 


Wife and two children survive, 
Surviving are a sister and three 
brothers, 





agent and former circus advance occurred the 
REV, J. FRANK NORRIS /man, died Aug. 23 in Montreal. 
Rey. J. Frank Norris, 74, former 


—_ 





, in the early 20s and | Morecambe, England, Aug. 9. 
broadcast ser i 3 
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MRS, MAY A. LESSEY 





deepens /0f more than $47, 
| Mother, 76, of Ralph Edwards, | looms as a like : 
4 Mrs, May Abbey Lessey, 80, | radio-TV emcee, died Aug. 18 in winter perio. 
» former legit actress, Jumped or fel] Oakland, Cal. | Payoff possib.. 
| to her death Aug. 20. from a —— | ber-Joshua L --Harold Rome mu- 
F ment "aire her ne i ~ ie Milton J, Gowmen, S.. season | Sical,which opened June 25 to al- 
ea ared on Broa way . di - 17 in S Angeles. ‘ 
i In “Anything Gosc® and “Red, Hot | prenscvidhcactadbetaes vee . fost unanimous pans, 
Hy 4nd Blue.” She was the widow of 














| 8rosser last week, 
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HUGO ZIEGFELD ‘ 3 i 

Ziegfe} heatrical | {™Port major name prospect to reach 

egteld, 86, theatric 

Poster artist. “dj dA 21 in New| ‘time the rivalry gets too close. mark next April 7 
York. He was ass iated with the |, Lau Yee Chai has steady follow- still has over , 
o'd Miner Lithograph Corp., which | ig, regardless of what acts it’s | 
did most o 4 | i 


- He was a second cous- | Versatile trios, although some of 2-248 performances 
'N of the late F 





|Room draws heavy Spending Navy 4 trifle below «o}j 


| trade as well as Civilian traffic. the absence oO 
‘ MRS. LAURA JARODSKY | _ Paradoxical] 
rs 





to Hawaiian music | illness, 
jon one husband, the late Otte and hula sho 
“arods cy, 


WS as nitery fare. But/to the Standees-only 
were pioneers in the mo- | tourists do which explains why | Pa) Joey : 
ton Picture exhibition field, died | most of the hotels and spots like ,elimbed to yj 








and total attendance. ‘ 
Dili | Oakland, Cal , Aug. 23 
chief announcer at KLX there, 


Patricia Craig to James Covall, 
San Francisco 


executive secretary at KNBC there, 


a | Le it B 0. Boom Anderson’s O’seas Tour 

® : > + 

Btente Daughter, 2, of Roy Rogers, cow- || Marian Anderson is 
suddenly 


ama Continued from page 57 ‘rope today (Wed.) 





due to the Sparse list o 
was the highest perce 
ness since last Janu 
: and the first time suc 
years ago. One of his biggest hits Charles Dearing, 41, rere gat of | been reached this e 
: ) ( ) n-/son since records h 
Place,” while the first waxing of | dianapolis, killed in auto crash 


ntage of busi- 
ary-February, 
h a level has | 
arly in the sea- 
ave been ayvail- 


Featherstone. 
Aug. 23. Bric 
With WSYR. s 
TV director. 


Contralto will then re 
| winter U. S. tour. 
| Managing both tours. 


| Variety Bills 


|\——= Continued from page 


Sol Hurok is 





over the sum- Mr. and Mrs. Humphrey Bog 
red the week ended daughter. Hollywood,, Aug. 22 


enis (Lauren Bac 
casting Corp, commentator, died in| _ For the first 12 we 


eks of the sea- 
number of weeks 
OWs was only 152. 
95 last season, 212 
182 in 1949-50, 
239 in 1947-48. 
S far this sea- | 








|}, Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
daughter. Los Angeles, 
Mother is Ruth 
father runs the Hollywood 
of the Milton Biow ad 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Seidel 
Hollywood. Aug. 19. Mother is. 
Hagen. actress: fat 
William Morris office. 
' Mr. and Mrs. Dave Scott, 
| Pittsburgh. Aug. 20. F 
/4nnouncer at KQV there. 
| Mr. and Mrs. 
| daughter, Pittsburgh, 
other is the daughter of Paul 
rumenacker, WR city 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
, $0n, Pittsburgh, Aug. 18. Moth. 
er is the daughter of Don Ioset, 
WPIT Manager, : 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Brunner, 
son. Pittsburgh. Aug. 17, Mo 
usie Cue McCain, dancer, 
Mr. and Mrs. 
| Aug. 8, Chicago. 


n ill on vacation | Played by all s! 

Jirina  Stepnickova, Czech ac-; and operated on for aaa bP oka 
tress, died recently in prison in | ulcer. 236 in 1948-49 aa 
leport said she had committed sui- | Widow of Tom H. Schrader, a | The total $3,989,800 
for 40 years |to $5,125,500 (1951-52), 


$4,649,100 
$5,074,600 ¢ 1948-494 


| Murray Swanson 
Preacher Rollo 5 


Chuckie Fontaine 
Larry Seldin Ders 
Sans Souci Hote, 





Chi-Chi Laverne 


Ann Herman Ders 


fice boom Starting 


four weeks ago | 
follows an unusual] 


Vv lean summer | “chael eeiker Ory 
For the first 12 w 


road the total pum 
aa ; Catherine White, assistant man- : ‘ 
HERMAN EF. FAST Pittsbote 2, Arsenal Theatre in | Played by all shows was 


| Michael Seiker Ore 


- : d to 79 last Season, | 
and with the circuit for | Pare ’ 
RC, Cincinnati, died | 22 years, died in that city Aug. 21. ot 116 (1949-50) and 1 


The road 8ross total of $3, 
“ | 182,500 for the same Period com- 
Ciney Arthur Turrelly, 67 Pared to $2,397,600 (1951-52), Le 
in Los Angeles. 862,100 (1950-51), $2, 
bw Charles w. Breneman Co., the 





Edgewater Beach 


887,700 (1949. Ralph Flanagan Ore 


the ear] t Ch ires. 
arly upturn Chordial Aires (5) | man there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walt 

| son, Santa Monica, 

| Father is an account 

KLAC-Ty., 


Mr. and Mrs. Ludoy 


Hild Dancers (10) 
weenie road pickup Starte 
Henri Moss, 69, theatrical press- 





— 2 one-week setback 
Ernest Binns, Producer of sum- ward four successive weeks. 
mer shows and pantomime, died in | 


is ballerina Moira Shearer: father 


iS a writer. 
Big ‘Wish’ Jump 


LOS ANGELES 


| Murray Arnold 
|The Martin Men 


Alan Farreij | Jane 
Frank aomere 


Game - eo 
ev. Norris aired tirades against | Joseph Grosso, 69, concert vio celerating aay, last Fins 
liquor and. was in a series of has- | linist, died Aug. 19 in South Cov- at virtually al] town 
Sles with radio Stations and the entry, Conn. ing gains of as much as 
‘CC with reference to possible re- ear r 
pocation of licenses for those sta-| Thomas Chatterton, 


71. pioneer | of the biggest jumps wa 
lions not carrying his broadcasts. | screen actor, —_ Aug. 17 at his | by Wish You Were H 


which Tito Gu 
| went from $43,200 + 


father is indie AM-TV 
O a new high & 
500 


Stayer into the | Eddie Bradford Ore 


{ as an ultimate | 8 Gray's Bandbox Dick Stabite Ore 
The Arthur Ko- 


figured to be a dim boxo 
on George Lessey, who died in| W ikiki | With “Wish” the next-to-top 
os ; 
A son survives. al IKI 


“South Pacific” 
also Surged upward 


t it still packs |i 
,| Plenty of bo. power and is now a 
talent any, the four-year 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


amingo Starlets 
I Ca 


‘ | Patti Moore & 
WO yea 


f the posters for Broad- | Playing. Spot responds best to |£qual the — 
Way shows H 


“Guys and Dolls 
‘five and a 


Mr. and Mrs. Donald Dauer, son. 
acuse, N. Y.. Aug. 14. Father 
is WSYR announc 
and Mrs Allen Ludden, 
daughter, Hartford. 
i continuity director of WTIC 


Carlton Hayes Ore 


, half years). 
lorenz Ziegfeld. j them are longer on entertainment cts . 
Surviving are his wite and a than they are on music. Gung Ho| Although King and | 
daughter. 


Charlie Carlysie 


. Nappy LaMare Ore 
¥y enough, localites | from the cact last week be 
Laura Jarodsky, 83, who. don’t enthuse 


Nelle Fisher & 
“Guys and Dollis” 


Johnny O’Brien 
and “New Faces” 


also Don Baker 
rtual maximum taki 


an 
S) racuse, N. Y.. Aug. 14 


| Jac ! i Fi - ee on : 
I Normanartin, Five is WSYR-TV salesman there. 


Normandie Boys 


| Indications are that the brisk trade | MARRIAGES 
ORR Sede tae Myers to Sid Melton 
but should jin 


next week and then 
ntinue to improve 
all period. The Ameri- 

ae, ? i 
pestalie nat pas ‘members of the Sadler's Wells 


Chicago Aug. 10. Groom is fea- 
tured player in Chicago company 
of “Guys and Dolls.” 

Maureen Bruce to Donald Brit- 
ton, Edinburgh. Aug. 18. Both are 





| Theatre Ballet. 


. ’ i] , 
“Call Me Madam” |_ Grace O'Callaghan to Howard 
r fine gross in San is with the Sam Roberts Booking 
the Civic Light ig, with Chicago. . 
n setup a possi- 1 
“Fourposter” Zot a 


chultz in Chicago. Aug. 19. Groom 


Bery] Foley to Frederick Perry- 
ment, London. Aug. 11. She's a 
Principal in British tour of “Carou- 
sel”’ 


; he’s a hotelier. 


Viona Elliott te Raymond Lane, 
Clacton-on-Sea England. recently, 
She's member 


of Musical Elliotts; 
jhe’s’ manager of Derby Hippo- 
drome 

Sylvia Karlton to Lt. Philip Mos- 
cowitz, USN, Ney York, Aug 24. 
Bride is a singer and niece of Ben 
\almenson. Feneral sales manager 
of WB in Pittsburgh. 

Bernice Kochman to 
Padol, Pittsburgh. Aug. 16 


is in Warners’ booking depart 
there. 


Ruth Davis to Bernard Schiff, 
Aug. 19, New York. Both are pub- 


Stanley 
-. Bride 
ment 


Betsy Bennett to Andre Previn, 
Los Angeles Aug. 24. She’s a 

he’s a musical direc. 
Mildred A Aiello to Francis C. 
Bride 
director of 
for WOKO 
Station's program 
Myra Hansen to Jack Cahill, 
Groom is 


, Aug. 22. Bride is 
Barbara Whitmyre to Charlie 
Syracuse, N : 
le is music librarian 
yracuse; he's WSYR- 


BIRTHS 


art, 
Par- 
all) are film Stars, 
Runyon, 
Aug. 21. 
Martin, Singer; 
office 
agency. 

. Son, * 
Jean 
her is with the 


son, 
ather is an 


Thomas Tucker, 
Aug. 19. 


salesman. 
Johnson, 


ther is 


Tom Henry, son, 
Father is ‘a Mu- 
Broadcasting System  saler- 


r Brown, Jr., 
al., Aug. 16. 
executive at 


ie Kennedy, 
ter, London, Aug. 11. Mother 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph N. Curl, 
son, New York, Aug. 19. F 
Sales Manager of WOV,N. 


Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Stark, son, 
| New York, Aug. 


‘ather ig 
Y. 


- Mother is 
Norris, radio-tele gZabber, 


Packager. 
and Mrs. Car] Hughes, 
ngeles, Aug. 18, 


Columbia Studio Publicity 
head, and sreat-granddaughte 
Lait, editor of N.Y. i 
and Mrs. Bob E. Llo 
rd, Conn., Aug. 15. Father 
S on staffs of WTHT, Hart- 
and WSPR. Springfield. Mass., 
| 48 a deejay. 
Mr. and Mrs. Tod 
;Aug. 20, in Hollywood. 
| legit-film actor; mother is actress 
| Gloria Folland. 
Mr. and Mrs, Jack Prine 
ter, in Chicago, Aug. 23. F 


yd, son, 


Andrews. son, 


€. daugh- 
“ather is ° 


in Chicago company of 


er there 


Aug. 21. Father 


d Mrs. Dave Allen. son. 
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Wednesday, August 27, 1952 


Just Concluded Z 
5 SMASH WEEKS 


ARAMOUNT 


New York 


and 


IMMEDIATELY BOOKED 
TO RETURN 


within 


6 MONTHS! 

















VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 30, sobs - 

Paramount ( —e 
ro P , Roe 

= en Jumping Jacyroo* 80- a 
_ Don Cornell. feiss a 


( a6 - : 
Sockeroo $117.00 es) 


























SEPT. 15th , 
WOOD ¢: 





America’s 





Great 
















OCTOBER — Beginning of 
ANNUAL 56 CITY TOUR 






i Singing 
; CORAL 
— 3 Terrific HITS in a Row — 
I'm Yours 
Vill Walk Alone 
This Is the Beginning of the End 
Just Released 
You'll Never Get Away 
The Hookey Song 











Personalities 

























Personal Management -_ 
Vs‘ ASSOCI A 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY ry MANNIE GREENFIELD caoep Saat 


@ Rockefeller Plaza 
Record Exploitation: AL CALDER 











